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ADDITION OF A QUALIFYING PROPERTY, THE MIRASSOU WINERY SITE,  
TO THE HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Evergreen*East Hills Vision Strategy 
 
As a part of the Evergreen*East Hills Vision Strategy (see enclosed newsletter) planning staff is 
coordinating an update of the existing Evergreen Development Policy (traffic policy) for the area 
generally bounded by Story Road to the north, and Highway 101 to the west. The update of the 
Evergreen Development Policy could provide additional development capacity for the four major 
opportunity sites as well as a "pool" of development capacity that could be used throughout the 
policy area, including the Mirassou Winery site. 
 
 
Evergreen Specific Plan  
 
In 1990, a Historic Resources Assessment was prepared for the Evergreen Specific Plan 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR).  The City Council certified the EIR and approved the 
Evergreen Specific Plan in 1991. The Historic Resource Assessment included a historical 
background of the area, a detailed history of 3000 Aborn Road, and prepared a Department of 
Parks and Recreation (DPR) form and Evaluation sheet using the San Jose Evaluation Rating 
System. The evaluation indicated that the property qualified for the Historic Resources Inventory 
as a Candidate City Landmark. The property received a score of 91 in 1990.  
 
 
Effects of listing in the Historic Resources Inventory 
 
Impacts to Historic Resources, including demolition, are reviewed as part of Environemntal 
Review during the Development Permit process. For properties not listed on the Historic 
Resources Inventory, no Development Permit is required for demolition or removal of 
commercial or industrial buildings no greater than 1,000 square feet. The addition of this 
property to the Historic Resources Inventory would mean that a Development Permit and 
accompanying environmental review would be required for demolition or significant impacts to 
the Candidate City Landmark site. 
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Properties listed in the Inventory have use of the State Historical Building Code (SHBC). The 
intent of the SHBC is to protect California's architectural heritage by recognizing the unique 
construction problems inherent in historic buildings and offering an alternative code to deal with 
these problems. The SHBC provides alternative building regulations for the rehabilitation of 
structures designated as historic buildings to facilitate rehabilitation or accommodate change of 
occupancy while preserving historic fabric. While the code provides for a cost-effective 
approach to preservation, it also provides for occupant safety, encourages energy conservation 
and facilitates access for people with disabilities.  
 
In addition, considerable incentives for preservation are available to designated City Landmark 
owners.  Landmark owners can apply for Property Tax relief under the Mills Act/Historic 
Property Contract. In addition, work done on Landmarks in compliance with Historic 
Preservation Permits is exempt from Building CRMP Taxes.  
 
 
ANALYSIS 
 
Historic Resources Inventory Maintenance 
 
In 1986 the San Jose City Council approved a resolution authorizing the Historic Landmarks 
Commission to maintain the Historic Resources Inventory (HRI). The City Council recognized 
that the Inventory as a resource for conducting environmental review and as a land use and 
development planning tool. The resolution authorizes the Commission and its staff to maintain 
the Inventory by adding and deleting listings as appropriate. A copy of the resolution is attached. 
 
Qualified Properties  
 
Using the criteria of the City of San Jose Historic Preservation Ordinance, the San Jose Historic 
Landmarks Commission established a quantitative process, based on the work of Harold Kalman 
(1980), by which historical resources are evaluated for significance.  The Historic Evaluation 
Criteria and the related Historic Evaluation Rating Sheets are utilized in determining the 
following categories of significance: 
 
 67 - 134 points Candidate City Landmark (CCL) 
 
 33 - 66 Structure of Merit (SM) 
 
 33 - 66 Contributing Structure to a historic district (CS) 
 
To qualify for the Historic Resources Inventory, properties must score at least 33 points through 
the evaluation rating system. The Mirassou Winery Site received a score of 91, qualifying the 
property for listing in the Historic Resources Inventory as a Candidate City Landmark. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
Planning staff is recommending that the Historic Landmarks Commission add the qualifying 
Mirassou Winery site to the City of San Jose Historic Resources Inventory as a Candidate City 
Landmark.  
 
   
  
 
 
 
 Sally Notthoff Zarnowitz 
 Historic Preservation  
 
 
 
Attachments:  CC Resolution No. 58957 
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