
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
September	  19,	  2010	  
	  
	  
	  
Honorable	  Mayor	  and	  City	  Council	  
City	  of	  San	  Jose	  
200	  East	  Santa	  Clara	  Street,	  18th	  Floor	  
San	  Jose,	  Ca	  95113	  
	  
Dear	  Honorable	  Mayor	  and	  Members	  of	  City	  Council:	  
	  
Although	  once	  on	  track,	  there	  is	  now	  significant	  discontent	  surrounding	  the	  Ohlone	  Towers	  development	  project.	  	  After	  a	  
collaborative	  planning	  process	  spanning	  over	  one	  year	  and	  22	  meetings,	  a	  development	  plan	  that	  was	  fully	  endorsed	  by	  the	  
community	  was	  proposed	  for	  the	  Ohlone	  Towers	  project.	  	  However,	  without	  community	  consultation	  the	  plan	  has	  been	  
changed	  to	  great	  alarm	  on	  behalf	  of	  the	  surrounding	  community.	  
	  
Over	  the	  years,	  the	  developer	  has	  listened	  to	  concerns	  regarding	  lack	  of	  benefits	  to	  the	  community,	  issues	  over	  height,	  
density,	  traffic,	  parking,	  lack	  of	  commercial	  space,	  lack	  of	  a	  light	  rail	  station,	  insufficient	  public	  transit,	  and	  public	  park	  space	  
in	  this	  area.	  	  In	  May	  of	  this	  year,	  the	  developer	  unveiled	  new	  plans	  that	  addressed	  the	  majority	  of	  the	  community’s	  issues	  and	  
seemed	  to	  be	  a	  reasonable	  compromise	  between	  the	  desires	  of	  the	  community,	  developer,	  and	  city.	  
	  
Now,	  it	  has	  come	  to	  light	  that	  behind	  closed	  doors	  the	  city	  has	  asked	  the	  developer	  to	  increase	  the	  density	  of	  the	  
development,	  resulting	  in	  the	  elimination	  of	  the	  plan	  that	  the	  community	  and	  developer	  had	  worked	  hard	  to	  agree	  upon.	  	  
Once	  again	  the	  community	  fears	  issues	  surrounding	  lack	  of	  open	  space,	  transportation,	  traffic,	  and	  parking,	  among	  others.	  	  
Even	  more	  distasteful,	  is	  that	  the	  community	  was	  left	  out	  of	  the	  loop	  on	  the	  latest	  revision	  to	  the	  plan	  even	  though	  they	  are	  
the	  group	  most	  affected	  by	  the	  proposed	  changes.	  
	  
Therefore,	  the	  Shasta/Hanchett	  Park	  Neighborhood	  Association	  (S/HPNA)	  is	  officially	  voicing	  disapproval	  of	  the	  current	  
proposed	  development	  plan	  for	  the	  Ohlone	  Towers	  project,	  and	  is	  instead	  advocating	  that	  the	  city	  and	  developer	  proceed	  
with	  the	  previous	  plan	  agreed	  upon	  by	  all	  parties.	  	  In	  the	  event	  that	  further	  revisions	  are	  made	  to	  the	  Ohlone	  Towers	  project,	  
S/HPNA	  formally	  requests	  community	  involvement	  and	  discussion	  to	  ensure	  that	  the	  development	  of	  the	  area	  meets	  the	  
needs	  of	  all	  involved	  parties	  including	  the	  city,	  developer,	  and	  community	  residents.	  
	  
S/HPNA	  is	  committed	  to	  responsible	  development	  of	  the	  Shasta/Hanchett	  Park	  area,	  and	  is	  not	  against	  new	  construction	  
projects.	  	  However,	  S/HPNA	  does	  fervently	  believe	  that	  the	  community	  must	  be	  considered	  and	  consulted	  when	  serious	  plan	  
changes	  are	  made	  to	  projects	  that	  impact	  the	  neighborhood.	  
	  
	  
Sincerely,	  	  

	  
	  
	  

Board	  of	  Directors,	  Shasta	  Hanchett	  Park	  Neighborhood	  Association	  
	  
cc:	  	  Mike	  Enderby,	  PBCE	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Joseph	  Horwedel,	  Director,	  PBCE	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Laurel	  Prevetti,	  Assistant	  Director,	  PBCE	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Michael	  Van	  Every,	  Republic	  Urban	  Properties	  LLC	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Steve	  Kline,	  President,	  Burbank	  Del	  Monte	  NAC	  


