
 
 

    Task Force Meeting No. 49 Synopsis  
March 21, 2011 

 
Task Force Members Present*:  
Jackie Adams, Teresa Alvarado, Shiloh Ballard, Michele Beasley, Pat Dando, Harvey Darnell, Brian 
Darrow, Dave Fadness, Enrique Fernandez, Sam Ho, Nancy Ianni, Lisa Jensen, Matt Kamkar, Karl 
Lee, Shirley Lewis, Linda LeZotte, Sam Liccardo, Pierluigi Oliverio, David Pandori, Dick Santos, 
Patricia Sausedo, Erik Schoennauer. 

Task Force Members Absent:  
Judy Chirco, Gary Chronert, Pastor Oscar Dace, Leslee Hamilton, Frank Jesse, Charles Lauer, Judy 
Stabile, Neil Struthers, Alofa Talivaa, Michael Van Every, Jim Zito. 

City Staff and Other Public Agency Staff Present* 
Joe Horwedel (PBCE), Laurel Prevetti (PBCE), Susan Walton (PBCE), Andrew Crabtree (PBCE), John 
Baty (PBCE), Wayne Chen (Housing). 

Public Present*: 
Danny Garza (MAPA), Maria Mustonen (CommUniverCity), David Dicky (FWBT), Larry Ames, 
Steve Kline (Burbank Del Monte NAC), John Urban (Newhall NA), Terry Christensen 
(CommUniverCity), Nancy Hickey (Coalition for a Downtown Hospital), Susan Marsland (District 1, 
SJSU Grad Student), Richard Zappelli (WGNA), Roland Lebron (Save Our Trails), Martin Delson 
(Save Our Trails), Bob Gronachon (Save Our Trails), Neela Srinavasan (De Anza College), Wendy 
Lao (De Anza College WCT), Monica Gallyot (Friends of the Five Wounds Trail), Helen Chapman 
(S/HPNA), Laura Winter (S/HPNA), Tom Leddy (Roosevelt Park NA), Sandra Soto (Representative 
Lofgren), Davide Vierra (FWBT). 
 

*As verified by registering attendance on Sign-In Sheets. 
 

1. Welcome 

The meeting was convened at 6:39 p.m. 

2. Review and approval of February 28,2011 synopsis 

The February 28, 2011 synopsis was approved. 

3. Envision Scope and Schedule  

Andrew Crabtree summarized the key remaining steps in the Envision San José 2040 General Plan 
update process, including Draft Environmental Impact Report circulation in Spring 2011 and City 
Council hearing in Fall 2011. 

4. Envision Draft Plan #5 

4.1  In a continuation of the discussion from the February 28, 2011 Task Force meeting Joe 
Horwedel presented staff recommendations for proposed General Plan goals, policies, and 
implementation action concepts for lands outside of the Urban Growth Boundary (UGB). The 
Task Force discussion focused on the appropriateness of locating golf courses and cemeteries 
in areas outside of the UGB and policies related to the intensity of building or impervious 
surface coverage and the amount of site preserved as undeveloped open space. With respect to 
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golf courses the debate was divided among Task Force members that did not want to see golf 
courses allowed outside of the UGB and those that thought that with the general limitation of 
no new sewer or water connections a golf course could be a compatible use in the open hillside 
environment.  

 See Item 6 for Task Force recommendation. 

4.2  Andrew Crabtree presented staff’s recommendation on a system of phasing growth described 
in the Draft Plan as, “Planning Horizons”. The key objectives achieved in the changes from the 
previous phasing plan are: 1. Reduction from five to three horizons; 2. Reduced scale for 
horizon 1 (from 85,000 units to approximately 50,000 units); 3. Prioritized selection of Urban 
Villages for each horizon (Horizon 1 includes areas with closer link to Downtown); 4. Greater 
flexibility with introduction of a 5,000 dwelling unit “pool” that can be used within Urban 
Villages that are not otherwise included within the current Planning Horizon; and 5. “Signature 
Projects” exception that allows projects to move forward within Urban Villages in advance of 
the preparation of an Urban Village Plan.  

 In response to a Task Force question about the every-four-year Major Review of the General 
Plan, Co-Chair Lewis described the purpose as not being about reaching certain targets, but 
about evaluating the City’s trajectory toward achieving goals and evaluating assumptions. 

 A Task Force member suggested that the horizons should just include a certain number of units 
with the flexibility for those units to go anywhere, as opposed to being assigned to certain 
villages. Joe Horwedel responded that the 5,000 unit pool would provide some flexibility to 
allow units to be built in Urban Villages that are not in the current horizon. Joe added that 
identifying certain growth areas within a horizon would better allow the City to link-up the 
General Plan with the City’s Capital Improvement Program. 

 A Task Force member noted that with 49,650 units available in Horizon 1, using an average of 
about 3,000 units per year, it would take over 16 years to build. In 16 years there would be 4 
Major General Plan reviews where the City Council can decide if it is appropriate to make 
changes to the plan. 

 A Task Force member commented that the draft implementation policy IP-2.5 seems to have a 
negative slant on housing. On “Signature Projects” the member suggested that the policy 
language for signature projects include something about exemplary design; subject to 
Architectural Review Committee or equivalent review. 

 See Item 6 for Task Force recommendation. 

4.3 Andrew Crabtree described how the Urban Village implementation policy language in the 
Draft Plan has evolved through working with the Five Wounds / Brookwood Terrace 
community on the development of Urban Village Plans. Also, the Urban Village boundaries 
shown on the Draft Envision Land Use / Transportation Diagram have been modified to match 
the boundaries of the villages identified in the neighborhood Concept Plan. To address the 
community Concept Plan’s proposed conversion of Light Industrial designated land to 
residential mixed-use, staff included language for the Task Force to consider that would allow 
conversion to residential mixed-use development as the planned Five Wounds BART station 
nears completion. 

 See Item 6 for Task Force recommendation. 
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4.4 For other topics, Task Force members suggested that the Task Force discuss and make a 
recommendation on the Water Pollution Control Plant Master Plan. Another Task Force 
member suggested having another discussion about the value of historic resources and their 
protection.  

5. Public Comment 

Seven members of the public provided comments. Three of the members of the public, Davide 
Vierra, Tom Leddy, and Monica Gallyot thanked the Task Force and Staff for supporting the Five 
Wounds / Brookwood Terrace community and the development of Urban Village Plans for the four 
areas identified in the Community Plan. Neela Srinavasan from DeAnza College asked, if (in the 
Open Hillside areas) you could only currently develop single-family residential homes, how is 
what is proposed, which would potentially allow more, considered a taking? Ms. Srinavasan and 
Helen Chapman (Shasta/Hanchet Park N.A.) supported the 90% open space requirement. Larry 
Ames added his support for staff’s recommendation of a 90% open space requirement and 
suggested that golf courses shouldn’t be allowed in hillsides. Concerning the Water Pollution 
Control Plant Master Plan, Mr. Ames stated that the Plant Master Plan is a good and well balanced 
plan. Martin Delson from Save Our Trails offered support for protecting right-of-way for future 
trails. 

6. Task Force Recommendations  

4.1 On a motion to approve staff’s recommendation on the Open Hillside land use designation and 
Policies with the omission of golf courses from the list of examples, the motion failed on a split 
vote with 2 abstentions. 

The Task Force voted unanimously to approve a motion that would send the Open Hillside land 
use designation and Policies to the City Council with the recognition that the Task Force was 
split on the subject. 

4.2 The Task Force voted unanimously to approve a motion to accept staff’s recommendation on 
Implementation Policies related to phasing with the addition that there be some 
discussion/consideration of housing affordability/availability and how that is linked to the 
ability to provide jobs when the City Council is evaluating whether to go to the next horizon. 

4.3 The Task Force voted unanimously to approve staff’s recommendation on Implementation 
Policies related to Urban Village Planning with the clarification that the policy triggers for 
converting industrial land apply to the Five Wounds/Brookwood Terrace area only. 

4.4 No motion was made on this item. Staff indicated that the City Council would be discussing the 
Water Pollution Control Plant Master Plan on April 19, 2011. 

7. Announcements 

8. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at approximately 9:00 p.m. 


