
Envision San José 2040
General Plan Update

May 15, 2010
Community Land Use Diagram Workshop

City of San José



Purpose
Obtain community input on the proposed draft Land Use/Transportation 

Diagram, including new land use designations, to show areas of San Jose 
proposed for growth and established neighborhoods not proposed for 
growth.

Agenda
1) Introductions and Welcome

2) Envision San Jose 2040 Overview

3) Presentation of Land Use / Transportation Diagram

4) Workshop Stations

5) Next Steps



2) Envision San Jose 2040 Overview

Schedule of Next Steps
April 20, 2010 Council Acceptance of Preferred Scenario Project 

Description recommended by Task Force
- Sets total job and housing growth capacity
- Identifies Growth Area locations
- Provides phasing concepts

May – June 2010 Task Force Completes Phase 2 – Land Use Diagram, 
phasing plan and General Plan goals and policies

September 2010 Phase 3 Begins – Plan and Environmental Document 
Preparation and Community Engagement 

December 2010 Environmental Document (DEIR) Circulation
June 2011 Council Consideration of DEIR and General Plan



Vision
Scenario 
Guidelines
Land Use Study 
Scenario 
Analyses 
Goals, Policies & 
Actions

2) Overview – Key Accomplishments



Community 
engagement  
(APA Award)
Preferred Land 
Use Scenario
Growth Areas 
Strategy

2) Overview – Key Accomplishments



38 Task Force meetings
7 community meetings and workshops
Over 4,000 on-line participants:

- 4,500 visited Wikiplanning Site
- 2,800 completed Wikiplanning
survey in 3 months

- 987 completed Preferred Land 
Use Scenario survey in 2 weeks

2) Overview – Community Engagement – Scope  



Extensive website content
Wikiplanning
On-line survey
Social media

2) Overview – On-Line Engagement



Task Force meetings
Community workshops
Creative graphics
Bus tour

2) Overview – In Person Engagement



2) Overview – Community Engagement Results  
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2) Overview – Plan Growth Capacity

391K625KSan Jose 2020 General Plan 
(2020)

429K839KPreferred Land Use Scenario 
(2040)

854K1,413KABAG Projection – SC County 
(2035)

470K709KABAG Projection – San Jose 
(2035)

312K369KSan Jose Today                
(2010)

Total Dwelling 
Units

Total Jobs



2.0

SJ2020

30

60

90

120

150

180

200 400 600 800

New Jobs (thousands)

N
ew

 D
w

el
lin

g 
U

ni
ts

 (t
ho

us
an

ds
)

1.0 1.2 1.51.1Jobs/Employed Resident:

(ABAG 2035 Projections)

1000

2000

5000

6000 

4000

3000

Units / Year 
0.8

San Jose 2010                           
(369K Jobs, 312K Dwelling Units)

1.3

* Plan Growth Capacity

2) Overview – Plan Growth Capacity



2) Overview – Growth Area Strategy

Grow in identified areas:
- Downtown
- North San Jose
- Employment Lands
- Specific Plan Areas
- Transit Station Villages
- Transit Corridors
- Commercial Centers
- Neighborhood Villages

Transit-oriented and walkable
High-density and mixed-use
Preserve existing neighborhoods 
(non-growth areas)



Significant residential 
development only in Growth 
Areas
No discretionary alternate 
use policies for housing
Commercial development 
may occur anywhere per 
General Plan (e.g., Lincoln 
Avenue)  
Limit General Plan 
Amendments

2) Overview – Growth Area Strategy



Maintain Downtown Strategy
Support transit use
Develop regional job center
Continue high-rise housing 
Development

2) Overview – Downtown



Maintain existing growth capacity
Maintain residential focus
Develop jobs in Alviso
Intensify areas close to Downtown 
and light rail

2) Overview – Specific Plan Areas



Maintain Vision North San Jose 
Add job capacity
Develop regional job center
Implement planned Transit 
Residential Overlay Areas as 
Villages

2) Overview – North San Jose



Promote intensified job growth
Address projected demand         
(type and capacity)
Support regional job center
Focus job growth on transit
No housing growth

2) Overview – Employment Lands



Develop regional job centers
Support regional transit use
Provide significant job growth 
capacity
Intensify existing housing areas

2) Overview – BART / Caltrain Villages



2) Overview – Transit Villages / Corridors

Develop mixed-use Villages
Balance significant job & 
housing growth
Support local transit use
Focus jobs on retail & services



2) Overview – Commercial Centers

Develop mixed-use Villages
Modest, balanced job & housing 
growth
Expand retail
Add mix of employment uses



2) Overview – Neighborhood Villages

Develop mixed-use Villages
Support modest job growth
Focus on retail and services
Allow moderate housing growth



Planning Horizons 
Horizon Objectives (Goals)
Horizon Housing Growth Areas
Council / Community check-in at 
the end of each Horizon 
Land Use Diagram changes by 
Horizon
Strategically focus growth to align 
with infrastructure planning
Village / Corridor Plans –
pre-development community 
engagement
Meet regional housing obligation

2) Overview – Growth Phasing Concepts



2) Overview – Summary

Primary Objectives
- Economic Development
- Fiscal Sustainability
- Environmental Leadership
- Transit Ridership
- Urban Villages

Key Strategies
- 1.3 job / employed resident goal
- Employment-oriented Land Use Transportation Diagram
- Planning Horizons 
- Growth Areas
- Village Plans
- Compact, high-density development
- Urban design



3) Envision Land Use/Transportation Diagram

Generalized Land Use Plan

a) More flexibility for 
employment uses

b) More mixed use

c) Designate growth areas

d) Preserve non-growth areas

e) Village Overlay areas 
generally have an underlying 
commercial designation



Simplified Land Use Designations

San Jose 2020 General Plan Designations Proposed Envision 
Designations

3) Envision Land Use/Transportation Diagram



Add Employment Land Capacity
GP Designations

Designate Low-Growth Areas

3) Envision Land Use/Transportation Diagram



Fix Growth Boundary Renew / Retire Specific Plans

3) Envision Land Use/Transportation Diagram



Agenda
4) Workshop Stations

- Four Regions of San Jose (NW, NE, SW and SE)

- Which areas interest you?

- Share ideas

- Record your thoughts

- Roadway Design/Street Typologies



Agenda
5) Next Steps

- Task Force Meetings in Wing Rooms 118-120:

- Monday, May 17th

- Monday, May 24th

- Monday, June 7th

- Monday, June 28th

- Draft Plan Available – September, 2010


