
Please forward this to the Envision 2040 Task Force; Thank you, 
 
I watched the S. J. Community Forum this past Saturday on envisioning 
San Jose growth through 2040 on Ch. 26 cable, and I would like to speak 
to the very same. 
 
I have some very clear visions for San Jose that were not mentioned in 
the Forum and I would like contribute additional commentary about San 
Jose, that only San Jose, can provide on a worldwide basis by the year 
2040. 
 
San Jose, the heart of Silicon Valley as known worldwide, has been the 
cornerstone for the technology development of the Information Age. 
 
As in the last 40 years, as in the next 40 years, San Jose can continue 
to be a technological cornerstone for the WWWorld, for the development 
of the Sustainable Age; the Green Tech Evolution, which in turn will 
advance the Planet to another, more appropriate level to live on, above 
and beyond the Information Platform. 
 
Primary Vision: 
With a solid connection between San Jose's largest Companies, S.j.'s 
Universities, Colleges, Trade Schools, and Private Think Tanks alike, -
all focused on the same agenda; Silicon Valley can still provide the 
most advanced Green Technologies in Sustainable Power Systems, 
Renewable Energy 
Resources, Printable Solar Technologies, Organic Semiconductors, 
Electric Cars, and E-Waste Recycling Systems for the rest of the 
Planet. No where else on this Earth do we have the knowledge, the 
talent, the resources, and the know-how in one place to accomplish this 
one Primary Vision. We are at the Center of this possibility. San Jose 
can actually save the Planet by 2040. Just envision that for a moment. 
 
E-Car Vision: 
The History of San Jose's Silicon Valley is rather unique in the sense 
that, almost single-handedly, We've been able to re-tool the foundation 
of the entire Computer Industry about every two years for a decade running. 
 
Did you know that the same Industries that produced the Silicon, the 
Motors, and the Sheet Metal for computers are the exact same Industries 
that can produce the Silicon, the Motors, and the Sheet Metal for the 
Electric Car Industry? The Governor of California already has a Mandate 
in place for 100% Emission-less Cars by 2009, and we are just months 
behind in that schedule. What are We waiting for?! 
In less than three years, San Jose can become the largest producer of 
Electric Cars in the WWWorld, putting Detroit to same, and out of 
business. With San Jose as the focal point, California can move up from 
the Seventh largest economy to the Fifth largest economy in the WWWorld 
by making and selling affordable Electric Cars worldwide, again saving 
the Planet.Envision this for a moment. 
 
E-Waste Vision: 
In concert with the European Union's mandate for RoHS and WEEE,  San 
Jose's Silicon Valley can become a leader in building of hi-tech 
machinery for the recycling of, not only E-Waste, but all Toxic Wastes 
in general. It is a little known fact that the same Physics used to 



build the Process Machinery that make toxic semiconductors in the first 
place, is the same Physics needed to build the Process Machinery needed 
to dis-assemble semiconductors; and sort out all the key elements for 
re-use, atom by atom. It is the very same Physics and Process, only in 
reverse. 
 
Once this is understood, it becomes apparent that all toxic wastes can 
be dis-assembled down at atomic level and returned to Hi-Tech 
Manufacturing as Pure Elements; for far less energy than is required 
from Strip Mining. 
 
In fact, this same type of Process Machinery can recover a tremendous 
amount of Hydrogen, Carbon and Oxygen from post consumer plastics to 
fuel the up-and-coming Hydrogen Fuel Cell Economy. 
 
Turning toxic land-fills and warehouses of E-Waste into pure, 
non-polluting fuel for the Planet is another way that San Jose can 
become a World Leader in renewable energy sources and sustainable power 
systems for the next millennium. Please, take a moment to Envision 
this. 
 
--------------------------------------------------- 
 
While I have been promoting these ideas for several years, and I am 
glad the City of San Jose has an open forum for discussion of these 
topics. And while my business plan for such is still a work-in-
progress, I can honestly say to the Planning Counsel of San Jose, “We 
Have a Path Forward.” 
 
I have a clear vision of the Global Energy Construct and where San Jose 
can sit in the World Economy by providing sustainable energy resources, 
an electric car infrastructure, and natural-based power systems. 
 
--  
GJ Bender 
Energy Systems Consultant 
Havenswood Technology Development Center 
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The League of Women Voters of San Jose/Santa Clara has 

formed a committee to observe the work of your task 

force and to provide testimony as appropriate. Whenever 

the League comments on issues, the content is based on 

positions taken following study and consensus by our 

members, positions that are reviewed and readopted each 

year. We have existing positions on land use, general 

plans, specific plans, housing, social equity, 

transportation, energy, and a variety of environmental 

and natural resource topics. We are ready to 

participate, as we have in every San Jose General Plan 

process since 1975. 

 

Tonight we wish to highlight three overarching issues 

we hope you will be treating with high priority. 

 

1. The new plan should result in a more livable city, 
one that brings jobs, housing, services, 

entertainment, and recreation, – in short, the 

activities of everyday life – closer together. You 

will succeed if future workers and residents make 

more of their trips by walking, bicycling, and 

transit, and avoid the use of a single-occupant 

vehicle. By 2040 we should be able to say our city 

exemplifies “smart growth.” 

2. Expand the sustainability element of the plan with 
measurable goals and strong direction for the 

indicators that will tell us if we are achieving 

those goals. When introduced to the current plan 

in 1994, the sustainability element was more of a 
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concept, and the knowledge about measuring it 

and devising indicators was elementary at best. We 

have measurable goals for many city services; we 

should have equally strong and concrete goals 

for the measures that will tell us if we are becoming 

a greener city. 

3. Base your planning on the best possible information, 
especially regarding the numbers of types of 

housing we need to add, the number and types of 

jobs we can attract, the projected water supply 

and other resources required for a larger 

population, our real infrastructure needs, and 

with all of this growth, the best possible analysis of 

our ability to achieve the reductions in greenhouse 

gases we have pledged. 

 

You have a tall order indeed, and the League of Women 

Voters wishes you well in your endeavors. 


