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San Jose Envision 2040 Plan  

On-Line Civic Engagement Process 

 

Section 1: Executive Summary 

 
On July 1, 2009, Wikiplanning, an online site for civic engagement, went live and allowed San Jose citizens the 
opportunity to participate in the Envision San Jose 2040 planning process in the comfort of their homes or offices, or 
wherever they had access to the internet. The Wikiplanning site included background information on the Envision 2040 
plan, an online survey, a discussion board or blog, and picture postings.  
 
After 135 days of online availability that ended on November 15, 2009, Wikiplanning proved to be an effective way of 
reaching thousands of San Jose residents and employees and gaining their input into the 2040 Envision San Jose planning 
process.  At the close of the civic engagement campaign, there had been 4463 distinct logins to the Wikiplanning site and 
2784 people who left their opinions about San Jose’s future development. 
 
The large number of participants came to the project through an extensive invitation strategy built on contacts made 
available through the Envision 2040 Steering Committee Members, City Council offices, affinity groups, neighborhood, 
arts, religious, culture and university organizations, and through social networking sites. Traditional media and on-line 
reporting about the Wikiplanning civic engagement campaign were also employed to encourage participants to use the 
site. The majority of respondents reported learning of the Wikiplanning effort via an email invitation, through an 
organization/ educational newsletter or from a friend (88%). Traditional media and social networking sites contributed 
to the effort, but a much smaller percentage of respondents came to the Wikiplanning site through those means. (For 
further information, see Section 5 of this report.) 
 
To entice participation in the Wikiplanning campaign which was a new outreach tool, prizes were randomly awarded to 
respondents. The 106 prizes were donated by 18 local arts and cultural organizations. (For further information, see 
Section 6 of this report.) 
 

 

SURVEY 

Survey questions were developed in collaboration with San Jose and Wikiplanning staff to gain public input regarding the 
seven core Draft Vision values developed as the foundation for the 2040 Plan and plan alternatives for guiding the future 
growth of the City of San Jose that were being considered. The goal was to have local residents and employees express 
their opinions about the future development of San Jose, rather than choose amongst growth scenarios. The intent was 
that in doing so, participants would better understand how their individual perspectives ranked relative to others. To 
accomplish this, all individual survey responses were immediately aggregated and viewable on the Wikiplanning website, 
allowing real time access to the constantly evolving public commentary.  
   
Survey responses were sorted first by place of residence (either living in San Jose OR outside San Jose) and then into four 
age cohorts, for a total of eight subgroups. The majority of respondents (74%) lived in San Jose and the largest cohort 
was residents between the ages of 26-55 (65%). Respondents under the age of 25 accounted for about 10% of the 
respondents, while people over 55 accounted for about 25%. The diversity of the respondents also varied by age, with 
the non-white population accounting for over 60% of the respondents in the 18-25 age group to just over 25% of the 
over-55 cohort. The specific responses for each of these 8 groups are included in Section 2 of this report. However, there 
were some noteworthy findings across these groups’ responses.  
 
Of the seven Vision Statements included in the 2040 Plan effort, the three ranked highest (Survey Question #1) by all 
respondents were clearly Healthy Neighborhoods, Quality Education and Services, and Innovative Economy respectively.   
Environmental Leadership was ranked highly by 18-25 year olds, especially by those living outside the city, who ranked it 
as their top priority. Diversity and Social Equity ranked the lowest by nearly all groups.  
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In terms of the questions related to learning where respondents would want to live in the next 30 years (Survey Question 
#2), more people were interested in living near stores and restaurants (the top ranked choice), than they were in living 
in a neighborhood with a mix of housing to accommodate people of different ages and lifestyles (the lowest ranked 
choice). Similarly, respondents wrote that they would be most likely to walk (Survey Question #3) more if their 
home/workplace were close to stores and restaurants or secondarily, parks and trails. People living outside San Jose 
responded much the same, but gave slightly higher marks to the availability to public transportation as a factor in their 
decision to walk more.  Both of these questions provide insight into the mix of uses that respondents indicated they 
would prefer in close proximity to their home and/or workplace.  
 
When asked about the relative importance of a range of transportation improvements in the city (Survey Question #4), 
variation in the rankings of improvement options was smaller than in other questions. . Public transportation ranked as 
the top choice for transportation investments, boosted partially by a notable spike in preference from respondents living 
outside of San Jose, who ranked it highly  Respondents over 55 years old generally placed less importance on bicycle 
improvements, which contributed to bicycle improvements ranking as least important, slightly behind Improved roads 

and intersections to reduce traffic. 
 
In choosing the character of the area that they wanted to live in over the next 30 years (Survey Question # 5), a few 
notable trends emerged. Of highest importance overall were proximity to parks, trails and/or open space and proximity to 

shops and restaurants. For the 26-55 cohort (both inside and outside the city), Access to quality schools ranked third 
highest, followed closely by Proximity to jobs.  For 18-25 year olds, Access to quality schools ranked first, Proximity to jobs 

ranked second, Affordable housing was third, and Proximity to shops/restaurants ranked fourth. Proximity to public 

transportation ranked significantly higher in importance to people living outside of San Jose, as did Access to cultural 

facilities/events for those living outside the city and who were over 55.  Lowest ranked, by a significant margin, was 
Proximity to community centers. 
 
When asked what amenities they were most likely to use if located near their homes (Survey Question #6), Parks ranked 
first and Outdoor cafes ranked second, while Playgrounds and Sports fields ranked lowest. When asked the same question 
relative to their workplace (Survey Question #7), Outdoor cafes ranked highest, Trails were second, and Parks were third.  
Playgrounds and Sport fields were still at the bottom.  These two questions have particular relevance to the consideration 
of  amenities that should be promoted in proximity to housing and employment areas. 
 
In response to a question about the importance of being able to get places WITHOUT the use of a car in the future (Survey 
Question #8), 58.5% of the respondents stated it would be more important than it is today, about a third said it would 
remain the same, with less than 8% of respondents stating that they thought that it would be less important.  The broad, 
general consensus points towards a public understanding of the need for more walkable, bikeable, and transit friendly 
development in the future.   
 
When asked if the city should grow taller, or grow outward (Survey Question # 9), almost 80% of respondents favored a 
more urban design future. However, their responses to their preferred individual housing choices appear to challenge 
that vision (Survey Question #10) and suggest the need for a continuing public disussion relative to future community 
design.  Over the next 30 years, single-family homes were the most popular housing choice, especially for those in their 
child raising years (26-40). Townhomes were the second most popular choice, followed more distantly by midrise 
buildings. In general, younger respondents were more comfortable with high rises, although all agreed that duplex living 
was their least favorite alternative. Interestingly, over half the respondents age 55 or over stated that they would 
consider living in an age-restricted community, along with 37% of those who are now between the ages of 41 and 55. 
 
There was widespread agreement that Cultural facilities were the best way to draw visitors to the city, with Sports teams 

and events a distant second (Survey Question # 11).  Better public transportation to/in San Jose ranked third, due in part 
to higher support from those living outside of San Jose and from all those over 55 years old.  Live music ranked fourth, 
with the 18-25 year-old group rating it higher than other age groups.  Relative to arts, culture and entertainment (survey 
questions 12-16), most respondents ranked their interest in attending World class arts and cultural events in San Jose far 
above being able to Practice their own artistic and cultural skills. Activities for children and young people was ranked 
highly by the 26-40 year-oldcohort.  
 
When asked about social equity (Survey Question #17), over two thirds of the respondents thought San Jose should be a 
community that Gives everyone a fair chance to succeed, rather than A community that works to reduce income differences. 
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DISCUSSION BOARD 

Embedded in the survey were three open-ended essay questions seeking information on the city’s assets and challenges. 
The answers to these questions appeared on the online “Discussion Board" where additional comments could also be 
made. All respondent comments were immediately posted on the Wikiplanning website allowing real time access to the 
accruing public commentary. (See Section 3 of this report for a complete listing of these comments.) The online 
discussion proved a successful technique, and throughout the duration of the project, only one comment, of an 
inappropriate personal nature, was removed from the site at the request of city staff.  
  
Because not all survey participants completed the “Discussion Board” questions, and because many responses included 
multiple topics, results in this section are reported according to absolute numbers instead of percentages used for the 
survey results.  
 
Assets 

Survey respondents wrote of a wide variety of assets in San Jose; however,  there were some identifiable trends. Of the 
2125 comments collected in response to the question, What do you consider to be San Jose’s most significant assets?, 
almost a quarter referred to the same three: diversity, arts and culture, and the city’s excellent climate. 
 
The city’s diversity had the highest number of mentions (653); followed by arts and culture/cultural institutions (599) 
and specifically, San Jose’s libraries (117), museums (277), opera/ballet (51) and performing arts/theaters/music 
venues (240). Respondents wrote supportively about the city’s many festivals and activities, especially those that 
celebrated the area’s diversity (295). Respondents viewed the San Jose Sharks hockey team as an asset to the city and 
many hoped for a second professional sports team (139). 
 
The city’s weather/climate (514) ranked third on the list of assets, with it often described as sunny and in contrast to San 
Francisco’s more foggy character. 
 
The city as a center to the high-tech industry and as the capital of Silicon Valley ranked fourth on the list of assets (363) 
supported by the mention of San Jose as a center for employment/jobs/business and industry (241). 
 
Parks and open space were clearly considered important assets in the city (350) as were the natural resources in and 
around San Jose (199). The importance of trails was also cited (106) as was the importance of trees in the city (19). 
 
Proximity to both urban and natural places like the Monterey Peninsula and San Francisco as well as the mountains, 
coast, and hillsides also drew a substantial number of comments (341). The availability of public transportation was also 
considered important (213) as was the city’s airport (77).  
 
Respondents wrote supportively of the redevelopment of the downtown (236) especially in terms of restaurants (112).  
Shopping was also ranked as important (166) even though most mentioned it relative to area malls or Santana Row. They 
also mentioned the importance of public safety and/or the city’s low crime rate both downtown and around the city as 
necessary ingredients in the city’s redevelopment (310).   
 
The local sense of community was cited as an asset (156) as were the people/citizens who lived in San Jose (226) and the 
observation that many were well educated (66). The importance of the city’s colleges and state university was ranked 
accordingly high (164) as an asset. However, public K-12 schools received a lower number of mentions (32). 
 
Respondents wrote of the importance of the city’s unique neighborhoods (99) and how San Jose “still had a small town 
feel” (58), even though it was the 10th largest city in the United States. They cited its historic character as also being of 
importance (136). 
 
They wrote positively about city staff and their elected leaders (56) as well as their efforts in leading San Jose towards a 
more sustainable and green future (64).There were slightly fewer mentions of planning and building for bikes (39) and 
pedestrians (30). The cleanliness of the city received a number of mentions (53), and City Hall received a handful (15) for 
its architecture.   
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Some respondents (33) thought that “room to grow” was one of the city’s assets, while an almost equal number (30) 
thought it important to preserve local farms and agricultural activities. Comments about density as an asset were limited 
(13). 
 

Challenges 

In response to the question, If you could change ONE thing about San Jose to make it a better city, what would it be?, 2246 
comments were posted and 19 issues/ideas received over 100 mentions. Most notably, a third of those comments 
referred to a desire for improved mass transit (776), whether that was in reference to BART (95), rail (183), bus (177), 
transit (89), or transportation (232). In general, respondents seemed impatient about the reach and/or speed of mass 
transit, and wanted more options sooner rather than later. Almost a quarter of the responses (562) were about 
congestion/traffic/streets/cars with an additional (115) comments made about the growth or sprawl that contributed to 
that problem.  
 
Following as a close third in the number of mentions were comments about downtown (544) and the desire to see efforts 
towards its continuing improvement as a more lively/vibrant (65) destination with more signature attractions (75). 
Some respondents wanted downtown to become more vibrant/ lively (65). Expanded arts and cultural offerings were 
desired by many (143) as were more stores and shops, especially in downtown (363), along with restaurants and cafes 
(137). Santana Row, while frequently mentioned (37) drew both praise and criticism. Many respondents noted its 
quality, while others felt it diverted spending dollars away from downtown. There was, however, more consensus on how 
Santana Row should NOT be used as a model for redevelopment of downtown. Instead, there seemed to be a widespread 
desire that downtown should be redeveloped as a more unique and authentic place, with fewer national retailers, and 
more locally-owned shops and restaurants. Also in reference to downtown, many respondents (96) raised the issue of the 
price of parking, especially in contrast to the free parking offered at Santana Row.  
 
There were concerns expressed about how some neighborhoods and communities felt separated, and needed to be better 
connected to each other (350), and that there were places in the city that still felt unsafe (346).  Some respondents 
commented on the police presence downtown (63) suggesting that their persistent visibility made them feel as if the area 
was unsafe.  
 
There was a widespread desire expressed for more parks and trails (226), as well as a desire to protect or enhance the 
city’s natural assets (289), with support for more trees/ green/ landscaping (273) mentioned repeatedly. 
 
The cost of living/ the affordability of housing was mentioned as a challenge by many (242) as was a concern about the 
lack of or poor quality of sidewalks for pedestrians (217) and a desire for more bike lanes (140). 
 
A substantial number of respondents expressed concern about the quality of K-12 schools (211) as well as the need for 
additional jobs/ business development (191).  
 
Comments about local government, both elected officials and city staff and the decisions they made, accounted for quite a 
few comments (136). Issues regarding the city’s cleanliness (112) were raised by some. 
 
Quite a few respondents wrote about their pride in San Jose and how they wished that more local citizens felt the same 
(106).  Notable concentrations of comments referred to concerns about density and high-rise development (81), 
provisions for families, children and seniors (76), a desire for more major league sports teams (38) and questions about 
the airport and its location as a limiting factor on the height of buildings in downtown.  
  
Further Elaboration 

When asked to elaborate on their previous answers, 636 respondents repeated many of the earlier themes from the two 
preceding questions. The redevelopment of downtown accounted for over half the comments (438).  Of similar 
importance were mentions of the city’s parks, open spaces and natural resources (306). Mass transit garnered 284 
comments, significantly more than the related topic of cars/ streets/roads. The importance of better providing for bike 
riders and pedestrians in the city was mentioned repeatedly (154), just above business/ jobs/ economy/ opportunity 
(140) and mentions of schools and education (108). 
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Concerns about local leadership (either elected or staff) along with the local tax rate drew a number of mentions (58). 
Some people applauded the Wikiplanning effort (33) although a few questioned what they perceived as a bias towards 
growth in the survey questions. They asked whether growth was necessary at all, and expressed a desire to better 
maintain existing facilities rather than build more of them. Other respondents objected to the survey choice to Grow Up 

or Grow Out suggesting there should be a third option: to grow around a series of neighborhood centers. Questions about 
density were raised again by only a small number of people (38), similar to the number who cited the importance of 
yards, gardens and farmland. 
 
Some respondents reiterated concerns about the city’s affordability (41) but repeated their support for the many 
activities and events in San Jose (57). They expressed concern about crime (52). 
 
Some respondents wrote again about their lack of pride in the City and were disappointed in a perceived desire to 
emulate or compete with San Francisco. Instead, they spoke of celebrating San Jose’s unique assets and/or the desire for 
downtown to become more of a destination with a landmark.  
 
Some respondents wrote about the desire to protect and celebrate the area’s natural resources. They stated they wanted 
more access to the city’s river and creeks via trails, but also wanted to see those areas cleaned of the trash they 
sometimes saw there. They expressed appreciation for the hills and mountains surrounding San Jose and hope that 
development would not be allowed to sprawl up their slopes. 
 
As would be expected, there was some disagreement on the City’s assets and challenges.  Respondents seemed to echo 
many of the city’s plans and initiatives, although few expressed much awareness of those plans. Still, the overall tone of 
the comments left on the Wikiplanning site was not generally one of frustration, but rather of possibility. In fact, the City’s 
“potential” was listed as an asset by 53 respondents. 
 
Wikiplanning as a Tool for Civic Engagement 

An additional question was asked on the Discussion Board (but not in the general Survey) about the use of Wikiplanning 
as a tool for civic engagement. Seventeen people responded to that question and all rated the process positively.  
 
 
PICTURE POSTINGS 

There were 129 pictures posted on the Wikiplanning site and subsequent comments were posted about individual 
images. Participants were asked to post images of both assets and challenges. Many people also posted pictures of places 
they thought worthy of emulating. Approximately 28 photos were posted of San Jose locations.  Other photos were 
posted that had been taken in cities throughout the United States, including Chicago, Philadelphia, Boston, and San 
Francisco.  A large percentage of the posted photos were taken in other countries, including some from Canada, Spain, 
Australia, Germany, and Italy.   
 
Photos and comment strings focused on a wide variety of topics, including but not limited to, public art, bicycle 
lanes/facilities, farmer’s markets, green roofs, parks, public spaces, parking lots, and urban form (including several 
referencing number of stories, residential density, and architecture).  
 
Prior to posting, Wikiplanning staff screened pictures and photos submitted by participants and all were posted. Most of 
the pictures elicited at least some comments by other viewers. The pictures and comments are included in Section 4 of 
this report.     
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Section 2: Survey Data 

Non-Sorted Results 
(Includes all 2,769 surveys submitted) 
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1. The DRAFT Envision San Jose 2040 General Plan contains seven Vision Statements. Please mark ONLY 
the three that you think are the most important:  

Healthy Neighborhoods - San Jose's neighborhoods are attractive, affordable 
and safe places to live with engaged community members. 

  59.3% (1643) 

Diversity and Social Equity - San Jose celebrates, embraces and involves a 
diverse blend of cultures and achieves social, cultural and economic equity.  

  19.9% (552) 

Innovative Economy - San Jose's economy thrives on innovation, providing 
job opportunities for all and ample fiscal resources for a vibrant community 

  44.8% (1240) 

Environmental Leadership - San Jose is a model of an environmentally 
sustainable and healthy city, a leader in green technology and a vigilant 
steward of its resources for present and future generations. 

  40.6% (1123) 

Interconnected City - The activities of daily life are in close proximity and 
easily accessible by walking, bicycling and public transit. 

  40.9% (1132) 

Vibrant Arts and Culture - San Jose is a vibrant center for multi-faceted arts 
and cultural programs, celebrating its heritage and inspiring the creative 
energy of the community and a rich quality of life. 

  38.0% (1051) 

Quality Education and Services - San Jose residents and business receive a 
broad range of high quality services and enjoy excellent educational 
opportunities for all. 

  52.3% (1447) 

 
2. In deciding where to live during the next 30 years, rank how important the following would be to you, with 
1 being very important and 4 being least important.  
 Average rank 
 1 2 3 4  
Living within walking distance to stores and restaurants   (2.0) 
Living within walking distance to public transportation (e.g., train, bus, 
light rail)   (2.3) 

Living within close proximity to where you work    (2.4) 
Living in a neighborhood with a mix of housing to accommodate 
people of different ages and lifestyles, such as single adults, families 
with children, and older people   

 (3.0) 

 
 
 
 
3. Would you be encouraged to walk more as a form of transportation if your...  
(Mark all that apply.)  

Home/workplace was close to stores/restaurants   73.0% (2020) 

Home/workplace was close to public transportation   56.8% (1572) 

Home was close to parks and trails   62.9% (1743) 

Walking route was safer   53.7% (1488) 

Walking route was more attractive or pleasant    61.0% (1688) 

None of the above   3.9% (109) 
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4. Rank the following transportation improvements that could be made in San Jose by their importance to 
you, with 1 being very important and 4 being least important.  
 Average rank 
 1 2 3 4  
Improved sidewalk environment for people to walk (e.g. lighting, 
wider walkways, landscaping, etc.)   (2.4) 

More bike lanes and paths that connect to homes, shopping, and 
workplaces   (2.6) 

Improved roads and intersections to reduce traffic congestion   (2.5) 
Better public transportation system, such as light rail, buses, and 
trains   (2.2) 

 
 
5. In choosing the character of the area you want to live in over the next 30 years, what is most important to 
you? (Please check only your top 5.)  

Proximity to parks, trails or open space   58.2% (1611) 

Proximity to public transportation   41.9% (1159) 

Access to quality schools   43.7% (1209) 

Proximity to shops and/or restaurants   59.1% (1636) 

Access to cultural facilities/events   36.4% (1007) 

Access to entertainment or social activities   35.5% (983) 

Proximity to community centers   11.5% (318) 

Proximity to libraries   27.5% (761) 

Proximity to jobs   40.3% (1117) 

Lively streets and places   28.0% (774) 

Attractive buildings and streets   39.7% (1100) 

Quiet surroundings   41.3% (1143) 

Affordable housing   38.1% (1054) 

 
 
6. What are you most likely to use on a regular basis, if it was near your home? (Rank those that apply, with 
1 being the most likely for you to use and 5 being the least likely for you to use.)  
 Average rank 
 1 2 3 4 5  
A playground   (3.7) 
A park   (2.2) 
A trail   (2.4) 
A sports field   (4.0) 
An outdoor cafe   (2.4) 
 
 
7. What are you most likely to use on a regular basis, if it was near your workplace? (Rank those that apply, 
with 1 being the most likely for you to use and 5 being the least likely for you to use.)  
 Average rank 
 1 2 3 4 5  
a playground   (4.3) 
a park   (2.4) 
a trail   (2.3) 
a sports field   (4.1) 
an outdoor cafe   (1.8) 
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8. In the future, do you think it will be more or less important (for you, personally) to get to places without 
using a car?  

More Important   58.5% (1620) 

Less Important   7.6% (211) 

About the Same Importance   32.7% (905) 

TOTAL   98.8% 
2736 

(2769) 

 
 
9. In order to support new population and job growth over the next 30 years, San Jose will either need to 
grow taller and allow higher buildings in the city center, along its transit corridors, and in other identified 
areas, or it will need to grow out towards, and likely over, its growth boundary and into the hillsides. Which 
do you think would be preferable?  

Grow taller   81.1% (2247) 

Grow out   17.3% (478) 

TOTAL   98.4% 
2725 

(2769) 

 
10. In the next 30 years, in what type of housing would you consider living? (Check all that apply.)  

A single-family house   81.3% (2252) 

A duplex   25.4% (703) 

A townhouse   50.3% (1393) 

A mid-rise (4-6 story) apartment, townhouse or condominium building    35.1% (973) 

A high-rise (10-20 story) condominium or apartment building   29.3% (812) 

A senior/age restricted development or residence   30.0% (832) 

 
 
11. Which of the following should be promoted to would most effectively draw visitors to San Jose?  
(Check up to 3.)  

Parks, open space, or trails   38.2% (1057) 

Cultural facilities (museums, theaters, festivals, etc.)   80.7% (2235) 

Live music   39.5% (1094) 

Sports teams/events   51.0% (1412) 

Special or destination restaurants   32.9% (911) 

Better public transportation to/in San Jose   43.6% (1206) 

 
 
 
 
For the next five questions, rank your choices with 1 being strongly agree and 5 being strongly disagree. 
Thinking about arts, culture, and entertainment in the next 5-10 years, I would like to be better able to...  
 
12.  
 Average rank 
 1 2 3 4 5  
Develop or practice my own artistic and cultural skills.                         
   (2.8) 

13.  
 Average rank 
 1 2 3 4 5  
Attend arts and cultural events that reflect San Jose's uniqueness.       (2.3) 
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14.  
 Average rank 
 1 2 3 4 5  
Have more arts and cultural activities for children and young people.    
   (2.2) 

15.  
 Average rank 
 1 2 3 4 5  
Attend world-class arts and cultural events in San Jose.                        
   (1.9) 

16.  
 Average rank 
 1 2 3 4 5  
Have more arts and cultural activities available in my neighborhood     
.   (2.4) 

 
 
17. In thinking about economic equity, which of the following statements better represents your view:  

San Jose should be a community that gives 
everyone a fair chance to succeed in the economy. 

  67.6% (1872) 

San Jose should be a community that reduces 
income differences between the richest and the 
poorest. 

  18.5% (512) 

Not sure   12.5% (347) 

TOTAL   98.6% 
2731 

(2769) 

 
 
18. Please tell us where you learned about this online project.  

Received an email inviting me to participate   62.9% (1742) 

Through social networking (Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn etc.)   5.7% (159) 

Traditional media (Newspaper, TV, Radio etc,)   7.0% (195) 

Organization/educational Newsletter   13.0% (361) 

Friend or associate told me about it   16.1% (447) 

 
 
19. We want to determine if the survey is including views of people from diverse racial/ethnic backgrounds. 
What is your race/ethnicity?  

African American   2.0% (54) 

Asian/ Pacific Islander   13.7% (380) 

Latino   12.7% (353) 

Mixed Race   5.6% (156) 

White   59.2% (1640) 

Other   4.4% (122) 

TOTAL   97.7% 
2705 

(2769) 
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Section 2: Survey Data 
Eight Subgroup Comparative Survey Results 
 
Age 
Group 

Living in San 
Jose: 

Living Outside San 
Jose: Total: 

18-25: 171 124 295 

26-40: 613 219 832 

41-55: 693 253 946 

>55: 504 192 696 

Total: 1981 788 2769 
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San Jose 

Percentage of total respondents per group 6.14% 22.03% 24.91% 18.12% 3.56% 7.87% 9.09% 6.90% 

1. The DRAFT Envision San Jose 2040 General Plan contains seven Vision Statements. Please mark ONLY the three that you think are 
the most important:  

Healthy Neighborhoods - San Jose's neighborhoods are 
attractive, affordable and safe places to live with engaged 
community members. 

 55.6% 64.30% 63.60% 61.70% 53.50% 56.60% 51.40% 43.80% 

Diversity and Social Equity - San Jose celebrates, 
embraces and involves a diverse blend of cultures and 
achieves social, cultural and economic equity.  

 30.4% 18.60% 16.50% 19.80% 24.20% 22.80% 20.90% 21.40% 

Innovative Economy - San Jose's economy thrives on 
innovation, providing job opportunities for all and ample 
fiscal resources for a vibrant community 

 46.8% 43.40% 47.60% 44.80% 28.30% 47.50% 46.60% 42.70% 

Environmental Leadership - San Jose is a model of an 
environmentally sustainable and healthy city, a leader in 
green technology and a vigilant steward of its resources 
for present and future generations. 

 42.1% 41.40% 39.20% 37.30% 59.60% 46.60% 39.10% 35.90% 

Interconnected City - The activities of daily life are in close 
proximity and easily accessible by walking, bicycling and 
public transit. 

 37.4% 49.60% 39.00% 39.30% 39.40% 48.40% 33.20% 31.80% 

Vibrant Arts and Culture - San Jose is a vibrant center for 
multi-faceted arts and cultural programs, celebrating its 
heritage and inspiring the creative energy of the 
community and a rich quality of life. 

 33.3% 32.10% 36.80% 40.50% 23.20% 29.20% 46.20% 64.60% 

Quality Education and Services - San Jose residents and 
business receive a broad range of high quality services 
and enjoy excellent educational opportunities for all. 

 51.5% 53.20% 52.20% 53.20% 58.60% 48.90% 54.50% 49.00% 
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2. In deciding where to live during the next 30 years, rank how important the following would be to you, with 1 being very important and 4 
being least important.  

Living within walking distance to stores and restaurants  2.20 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.30 2.00 2.00 2.10 

Living within walking distance to public transportation (e.g., 
train, bus, light rail)  

2.30 2.50 2.40 2.10 2.20 2.30 2.30 1.90 

Living within close proximity to where you work   2.20 2.10 2.30 2.90 2.40 2.30 2.30 2.90 

Living in a neighborhood with a mix of housing to 
accommodate people of different ages and lifestyles, such 
as single adults, families with children, and older people   

3.10 3.10 3.00 2.80 2.90 3.10 3.00 2.60 

3. Would you be encouraged to walk more as a form of transportation if your... (Mark all that apply.)  

Home/workplace was close to stores/restaurants  78.9% 76.30% 69.60% 67.50% 72.70% 83.10% 74.30% 74.00% 

Home/workplace was close to public transportation  66.1% 56.00% 50.50% 50.00% 64.60% 72.60% 61.70% 65.10% 

Home was close to parks and trails  59.6% 66.90% 61.30% 61.90% 56.60% 67.60% 62.50% 64.10% 

Walking route was safer  56.1% 57.40% 49.60% 51.20% 68.70% 57.10% 54.20% 51.00% 

Walking route was more attractive or pleasant   64.9% 67.40% 57.60% 55.80% 65.70% 66.70% 61.70% 54.20% 

None of the above  3.5% 3.10% 5.80% 5.40% 2.00% 1.40% 2.80% 1.60% 

 
4. Rank the following transportation improvements that could be made in San Jose by their importance to you, with 1 being very 
important and 4 being least important.  
 

Improved sidewalk environment for people to walk (e.g. 
lighting, wider walkways, landscaping, etc.)  

2.70 2.50 2.50 2.30 2.40 2.40 2.40 2.40 

More bike lanes and paths that connect to homes, 
shopping, and workplaces  

2.60 2.50 2.40 2.80 2.60 2.50 2.70 2.60 

Improved roads and intersections to reduce traffic 
congestion  

2.40 2.60 2.40 2.30 2.50 2.80 2.60 2.60 

Better public transportation system, such as light rail, 
buses, and trains  

2.20 2.30 2.40 2.10 2.40 2.00 2.10 1.90 

  

18-25; 

living in 

San Jose  

26-40; 

living in 

San Jose 

41-55; 

living in 

San 

Jose 

Over 

55; 

living in 

San 

Jose 

18-25; 

living 

Outside 

San Jose 

26-40; 

living 

outside 

San 

Jose 

41-55; 

living 

outside 

San Jose 

Over 55; 

living 

outside 

San Jose 

5. In choosing the character of the area you want to live in over the next 30 years, what is most important to you? (Please check only 
your top 5.)  

Proximity to parks, trails or open space  45.6% 63.00% 63.20% 54.20% 42.40% 56.20% 62.10% 52.10% 

Proximity to public transportation  43.9% 33.10% 36.80% 50.00% 41.40% 47.90% 42.30% 59.90% 

Access to quality schools  62.6% 62.30% 39.20% 18.80% 61.60% 62.10% 40.30% 24.50% 

Proximity to shops and/or restaurants  50.3% 56.60% 60.50% 64.50% 47.50% 62.60% 57.70% 60.90% 

Access to cultural facilities/events  21.6% 27.70% 36.20% 46.80% 30.30% 24.70% 40.30% 63.00% 

Access to entertainment or social activities  43.3% 35.70% 34.90% 33.70% 45.50% 28.30% 36.80% 35.90% 

Proximity to community centers  8.2% 7.00% 12.80% 19.20% 17.20% 5.00% 10.30% 10.40% 

Proximity to libraries  23.4% 22.00% 27.70% 36.70% 27.30% 19.20% 25.30% 35.90% 

Proximity to jobs  58.5% 52.70% 41.70% 17.30% 54.50% 51.60% 44.30% 19.30% 

Lively streets and places  34.5% 30.50% 26.40% 22.00% 36.40% 41.60% 21.70% 24.50% 

Attractive buildings and streets  45.6% 40.90% 40.00% 38.50% 43.40% 37.40% 39.50% 34.90% 

Quiet surroundings  28.1% 36.70% 45.20% 51.00% 31.30% 32.40% 39.90% 46.90% 

Affordable housing  57.9% 41.90% 34.10% 30.60% 52.50% 43.40% 33.60% 36.50% 
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6. What are you most likely to use on a regular basis, if it was near your home? (Rank those that apply, with 1 being the most likely for 
you to use and 5 being the least likely for you to use.)  

A playground  3.80 3.30 3.90 4.10 3.80 3.30 3.90 4.00 

A park  2.50 2.20 2.30 2.10 2.40 2.20 2.10 2.10 

A trail  2.60 2.50 2.20 2.20 2.80 2.60 2.30 2.20 

A sports field  3.70 4.10 4.00 4.20 3.40 4.10 4.00 4.30 

An outdoor cafe  2.40 2.80 2.40 2.10 2.40 2.60 2.50 2.10 
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7. What are you most likely to use on a regular basis, if it was near your workplace? (Rank those that apply, with 1 being the most likely 
for you to use and 5 being the least likely for you to use.)  

a playground  4.00 4.30 4.40 4.30 3.80 4.40 4.40 4.20 

a park  2.50 2.60 2.50 2.20 2.70 2.40 2.40 2.20 

a trail  2.70 2.30 2.20 2.40 2.70 2.50 2.30 2.30 

a sports field  3.80 4.00 4.10 4.30 3.60 4.10 4.20 4.50 

an outdoor cafe  1.80 1.80 1.80 1.70 2.10 1.60 1.80 1.70 

8. In the future, do you think it will be more or less important (for you, personally) to get to places without using a car?  

More Important  52.0% 58.10% 55.00% 60.30% 54.50% 64.40% 58.50% 69.80% 

Less Important  7.6% 6.90% 7.90% 7.30% 10.10% 6.40% 10.70% 6.80% 

About the Same Importance  39.2% 34.60% 36.50% 31.30% 33.30% 27.90% 29.60% 21.90% 

9. In order to support new population and job growth over the next 30 years, San Jose will either need to grow taller and allow higher 
buildings in the city center, along its transit corridors, and in other identified areas, or it will need to grow out towards, and likely over, 
its growth boundary and into the hillsides. Which do you think would be preferable?  

Grow taller  76.6% 81.90% 78.20% 82.90% 83.80% 88.10% 82.60% 80.70% 

Grow out  22.2% 17.50% 20.20% 15.50% 15.20% 11.40% 16.20% 16.10% 
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10. In the next 30 years, in what type of housing would you consider living? (Check all that apply.)  

A single-family house  82.5% 90.70% 83.80% 70.60% 75.80% 89.50% 84.60% 62.50% 

A duplex  24.0% 25.00% 21.80% 24.00% 26.30% 36.50% 26.90% 30.20% 

A townhouse  57.9% 49.30% 48.80% 45.60% 50.50% 58.40% 51.40% 56.20% 

A mid-rise (4-6 story) apartment, townhouse or 
condominium building  

 42.1% 33.80% 29.10% 34.30% 50.50% 41.60% 37.50% 41.10% 

A high-rise (10-20 story) condominium or apartment 
building 

 45.0% 31.30% 25.50% 22.80% 34.30% 39.30% 30.00% 25.00% 

A senior/age restricted development or residence  2.3% 9.80% 37.20% 56.70% 1.00% 9.10% 37.20% 53.10% 

11. Which of the following should be promoted to would most effectively draw visitors to San Jose? (Check up to 3.)  

Parks, open space, or trails  28.1% 38.80% 41.40% 36.70% 42.40% 45.20% 34.40% 32.30% 

Cultural facilities (museums, theaters, festivals, etc.)  73.7% 79.80% 79.90% 83.10% 80.80% 76.30% 82.60% 92.70% 

Live music  48.0% 41.10% 40.80% 36.10% 44.40% 32.90% 39.50% 37.00% 

Sports teams/events  62.0% 54.60% 55.40% 47.60% 39.40% 45.70% 51.00% 37.50% 

Special or destination restaurants  42.1% 34.70% 28.40% 28.60% 38.40% 41.60% 32.00% 34.90% 

Better public transportation to/in San Jose  38.6% 41.30% 39.50% 50.00% 49.50% 49.80% 43.50% 44.80% 
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12-16...For the next five questions, rank your choices with 1 being strongly agree and 5 being strongly disagree. Thinking about arts, 
culture, and entertainment in the next 5-10 years, I would like to be better able to... 

Develop or practice my own artistic and cultural skills.                    
  

2.60 2.90 2.90 2.80 2.70 2.90 2.90 2.30 

Attend arts and cultural events that reflect San Jose's 
uniqueness.   

2.40 2.30 2.40 2.20 2.40 2.50 2.40 1.90 

Have more arts and cultural activities for children and 
young people.  

2.30 2.00 2.30 2.30 2.20 2.00 2.30 2.10 

Attend world-class arts and cultural events in San Jose.                     
  

2.20 1.90 1.90 1.70 2.30 2.00 2.00 1.50 

Have more arts and cultural activities available in my 
neighborhood  .  

2.40 2.30 2.40 2.40 2.10 2.30 2.50 2.30 

17. In thinking about economic equity, which of the following statements better represents your view:  

San Jose should be a community that gives everyone a 
fair chance to succeed in the economy. 

 59.6% 63.80% 70.10% 70.80% 63.60% 64.40% 74.30% 69.80% 

San Jose should be a community that reduces income 
differences between the richest and the poorest. 

 25.1% 23.00% 14.90% 17.10% 18.20% 20.50% 14.60% 17.70% 

Not sure  14.6% 12.40% 13.90% 10.90% 17.20% 14.20% 10.30% 9.90% 
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18. Please tell us where you learned about this online project.  

Received an email inviting me to participate  41.5% 58.20% 67.40% 68.30% 9.10% 60.70% 77.50% 81.20% 

Through social networking (Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn 
etc.) 

 12.9% 6.00% 4.50% 2.40% 28.30% 9.60% 2.40% 1.00% 

Traditional media (Newspaper, TV, Radio etc,)  8.8% 7.80% 8.50% 8.90% 7.10% 4.10% 3.20% 1.00% 

Organization/educational Newsletter  20.5% 14.40% 12.30% 13.90% 12.10% 10.00% 10.70% 10.40% 

Friend or associate told me about it  32.2% 20.10% 11.00% 10.50% 52.50% 18.70% 10.30% 8.30% 
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19. We want to determine if the survey is including views of people from diverse racial/ethnic backgrounds. What is your 
race/ethnicity?  

  

African American  0.6% 1.50% 2.90% 2.00% 3.00% 0.90% 2.90% 2.40% 

Asian/ Pacific Islander  27.5% 19.20% 9.20% 5.20% 31.30% 23.30% 9.20% 11.50% 

Latino  21.6% 18.80% 12.80% 8.10% 9.10% 8.70% 12.80% 13.40% 

Mixed Race  10.5% 6.50% 5.80% 3.40% 13.10% 4.60% 5.80% 5.10% 

White  35.1% 46.50% 62.00% 76.20% 40.40% 58.40% 62.00% 60.10% 

Other  3.5% 6.40% 5.80% 1.60% 2.00% 3.20% 5.80% 5.10% 
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Section 3: Comment Log 

 

Note: Participant responses appear as originally posted, with no spelling or grammatical changes.  
Where possible, the order appears here alphabetically to make grouping of similar responses identifiable. 
 

 

What do you consider to be San Jose’s most significant ASSETS? Note: Text based responses 

will be anonymously posted to the message board. 
 
- #1 it’s diversity. #2 Safety.  #3 the availability of diverse activities for children and families. #4 the fact that the 
neighborhoods maintain a 'small town' feeling, despite the size of the City. 
 
- #1 Weather #2 Geographical location (short distance from S.F.,Monterey, and Santa Cruz. #3 Safe City  
 
- (a) Ethnic diversity; (b) technological savvy; (c) terrific weather; (d) rich history; (e) strong sense of community for a 
city of its size; (f) nice neighborhoods 
 
- (Better than most cities) Road infrastructure (ex: expressways, highways)...but the quality of roads could be improved.  
 
- (Not in order of importance) SJ Rep, our public libraries...especially the newly renovated libraries, Children's Discovery 
Museum, The Tech Museum, Happy Hollow (can hardly wait to see the new improved park!), San Jose Giants, San Jose 
Sharks, San Jose State University, Silicon Valley Symphony, Opera, Ballet, Music in the Park, public playgrounds, farmer's 
markets, San Jose City College, Evergreen Valley College, numerous outstanding childcare facilities, preschools, 
elementary schools, middle schools, high schools... 
 
- 1) Airport, 2) HP Pavilion, 3) Sharks, 4) SJSU, 5) Tech Museum, 6) Museum of Art, 7) Santana Rowm 8) Mortons, 9) 
Capital club, 10) Parks 
 
- 1) Clean, orderly and nice city 2) Good public libraries and other city services 3) Great weather 
 
- 1) climate & landscape and 2) diverse & educated society: 1) Our mild climate and flat topography with many nearby 
parks and many urban trails makes a great place for people to use a bicycle for transportation and get outdoors for 
leisure activities and exercise. All of these activities make our city great by making us more interconnected, more active, 
more healthy, and more protective of our resources. 2) Our society is remarkably diverse and in many places incredibly 
well-educated. Unfortunately, our education is horribly unequal across race and class lines, and as a result we have 2 or 3 
different San Joses that too often do not intersect - these worlds, when they do connect, make our city rich and alive.  
 
- 1) Climate 2) Location 3) Emerging cultural scene 
 
- 1) diverse, entreprenurial, creative population 2) topography and climate 
 
- 1) education access is affordable, especially college 
 
- 1) It's available open spaces. 2) It's proximity to SF and Santa Cruz. 3) the City Hall Peregrine Falcons. 4) It's cultural 
diversity. 
 
- 1) Location, 2)Weather, 3) Its history, 4) Surrounding open space and hill sides, 5) diverse population 
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- 1) proximity to jobs 2) weather 3) available space to grow near downtown 4) Los Gatos creek between 280 & the HP 
Pavillion 
 
- 1) The Heart of Silicon Valley 2) California's oldest city 3) The Great Weather 
 
- 1) Tidy, manicured residential neighborhoods. 2) Holiday festivities such as "Christmas in the Park". 3) Quality 
educational system for primary and secondary schools. 
 
- 1)Geographical location or proximity to sf, silicon valley, ocean and mountains. 2) Physical and population size 
3)Competitive, world-class businesses and educational institutions. 
 
- 1)The employees of the city of San Jose  
 
- 1. Access to smart, thoughtful people who can best appreciate a great city. SJ is not there yet. 2. Location in middle of 
Silicon Valley. 3. Lots of opportunity for well planned growth. 
 
- 1. Coyote Valley as an protected wildlife corridor, 2. Our cultural diversity, 3. Our innovation 
 
- 1. ease of moving around the city - walking, driving, public transport 2. wise choice and not expensive for going out and 
eating or enjoying 3. it's a college town - so it's full of young people doing interesting things 
 
- 1. economic opportunity 2. range of neighborhoods with unique flavor and diverse characteristics (something/place for 
everyone) 3. parks and open space 4. low-key urban - all the amenties of an urban center with the soul/communal feel of 
a mid-size city. 
 
- 1. light rail 2. San Jose Museum of Art 3. Performing Art Center 4. Instutute of Contemporary Art 5. airport 6. Alum Rock 
Park 7. Japanese Friendship Garden 8. Martin Luther King Library 9. San Jose Poetry Center 10.Convention Center 11. San 
Jose State University 12. San Jose City College and Evergreen College 
 
- 1. Open spaces ... don't feel crowded. 2. Energetic, hi-tech environment 3. Low crime, a nice place to live 
 
- 1. Our weather! 2.The Guadalupe River-this is totally underused 
 
- 1. Proximity to parks and open spaces. 2. Sunny weather 3. Easy and affordable parking downtown 
 
- 1. San Jose Sharks 2. Decent restaurants 3. Museums  
 
- 1. Strong neighborhood associations and the city's support of them. 2. Safe city with good competent police, fire and city 
employees. 3. Nice walkable city center with varied cultural assets. 
 
- 1. The Guadalupe River Park - It needs to be expanded upon w/ more active uses (sports facilities, driving range, open 
grass fields, a large body of water for families, boats, restaurants) 2. Alviso - We have the potential to have a Port or 
Marina in San Jose. Let's create a place for a ferry to land, for a fisherman's wharf, for housing and restaurants. It existed 
at one time... let's do it again! - Think Big! 3. The HP Pavillion neighborhood - The Sharks have been a wonderful asset to 
our city. Let's get a ballpark in downtown or a basketball team. A concert theater in the area. Commit to getting Diridon 
Station to connect High Speed Rail / Cal Train-Amtrak / Light Rail - This neighborhood should be a Transit Hub w/ 
housing, jobs, retail, entertainment...WOW! This could be cool. 4. An Urban Market... Support the San Pedro Street Urban 
Market and include a Farmer's Market connecting w/ our agricultural heritage, include and artists/design component for 
local arts, and a technology component to give our City a real Centre for "Silicon Valley" to exist in our downtown. This 
could be a great draw for local residents and visitors to our valley. 
 
- 1. The San Jose Museum of Art 2 Camera Cinemas 3. Cinequest Film Festival 4. AT&T Jazz Festival 5. San Jose Giants 
Baseball 6. Best weather in the Bay Area! 
 
- 1. The weather 2. The beauty of the Santa Clara Valley 3. The vibrant technological & business atmosphere (Silicon 
Valley) 
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- 1. Weather 2. Libraries 3. Public Safety 
 
- 1.Airport 2.Tree lined streets 3.Libraries 4.Shopping 
 
- 1.Clean, friendly environment- safe place to live.  
 
- 1.It's diversity. 2. The goal of the City administration to be transparent and be true civil servants. 3. Neighborhood 
involvement. 
 
- 13 acres of fenced up former hospital complex at E. Santa Clara between 13th - 17th Streets. Central location could have 
huge positive community impact! 
 
- A Bay Area transportation system is a base requirement. If we are ever to overcome the shadow of San Francisco it will 
be based upon transportation to move people/consumers/tourists. Our wealth is the diversiy of the Bay area but our 
specialty is the NOW ERA. We have Silicon Valley, We have the Sharks and soon the 49er's and Eartquakes; educational 
Institutions of Higher Learning e.g., San Jose State University, University of California a Berkeley, Stanford University in 
Palo Alto which will lead us to facilities and possibly staging the Olympics. (Think big San Jose- we can do it.) And we can 
still maintain our Garden of delights, our countryside and zest for life. The melting Pot exists in the greater Bay area 
which must be nurtured through smart Community planning for social interaction. Support growth with a sustainable 
environmental plan. 
 
- A beautiful pedestrian downtown. Widely diverse and rich cultural assets. 
 
- a city that is relatively safe, clean, and becoming progressive (i.e., bike lanes, sustainability plans). Other assets - the 
library, the university, the Tech Museum, Children's Museum, Christmas in the Park, hosting the Amgen Tour of California 
Stage 3. It's also nice to have our own opera, ballet, symphonies. 
 
- a clean city and neighborhoods, great weather, central to Northern California, history 
 
- A cultural connection to the future via technology  
 
- A culturally diverse, high energy, and highly educated population 
 
- a diverse community with the opportunity to provide a safe environment for families to grow and flurish. 
 
- a diverse culture and great weather 
 
- a diverse population 
 
- A diverse population. 
 
- A fairly stable economy. 
 
- A fantastic climate, central location, and a well-educated population. 
 
- A feel of a large city but not exactly one (compared to Los Angeles of San Francisco). 
 
- A goos central location in the state. The reputation for the being one of the hubs of innovative computer developement. 
Currently , an example of a redeveloped down town core with interesting features and good restaurants and other 
attractions such as art galleries, museums and night clubs. I would like to see continued downtown redevelopment and 
improvement to attract casual visitors.  
 
- A great public transportation system with decent nodes. A developing downtown with potential to become a 
destination. A strategic location for businesses; a large city with the resources to attract and retain large employers.  
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- a growing and vibrant downtown 
 
- a growing community and their neighborhood associations near downtown area 
 
- A growing muti-cultural city with strong ties to advanced technology. 
 
- A health high tech business environment. A police dept that isn't PC and is allowe to do its job. 
 
- A history as California's first pueblo (which could be played up more, to attract visitors). Ethnic and racial diversity that 
-hasn't- become a tourist gimmick in the way that it has in San Francisco. 
 
- A large city that is relatively clean and safe. A multicultural population that reflects what the future will llok like 
everywhere. Unique neighborhoods that have charm and character 
 
- A large city that still has a small town feel. 
 
- a lot of spaces 
 
- A lot of very talented people 
 
- a lot to do 
 
- A multicultural city. 
 
- A rich history and much diversity 
 
- A significant asset is the downtown rail system. And the potential for the future connection of San Jose via the Bay Area 
Rapid Transit. In addition, San Jose State University impacts San Jose in a significant way. The growth of San Jose is a 
significant asset to outsiders seeking to live here. 
 
- A small, accessible city 
 
- A strong Police Department, without safety there is nothing that this city can offer those to come to see, do or enjoy. 
 
- A strong, innovation-based economy. A steadily improving downtown with more restaurants, more cultural life and 
more housing. Great weather. 
 
- A tremendously mixed population and good tolerance within it; a low crime rate; a vibrant, developing, compact 
downtown; terrific food of many cuisines; museums with accessible yet intelligent programming; a strong economic 
base; the relationship between San Jose State University and the downtown; some strong transit lines. 
 
- A variety of arts and cultural venues and events, an extensive library system, a decent parks system. 
 
- A wonderful climate making San Jose a VERY pleasant place to live. San Jose is not showey; it is just a simple paradise.  
 
- A wonderful place to live and grow up, with a rich cultural heritage and blending of many ethnic backgrounds to make 
this a vibrant, interesting place to live, and relatively safe compared to most cities. 
 
- A young, innovative population that lives alongside an older generation of innovators with experience to share. A 
diverse population that can be drawn upon for a wonderful mix of cultural events.  
 
- Ability to attract companies that are willing to locate in San Jose. 
 
- Abundance of parks and proximity to mountains, trails, hiking, camping. Easy access to arts, culture and farmers 
markets, etc.  
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- Abundant high tech jobs (perhaps not as many today) with higher incomes 
 
- access by bus and lightrail San Jose Museum of Art Tech Museum Children's Discovery Museum Downtown 
celebrations/activities 
 
- Access to all the technology companies of the future! 
 
- Access to many different things: libraries, parks, cultural events, trails, education...there is so much to see and do no 
matter what age you are. 
 
- access to publicly-owned trails, wilderness, rivers and coastline. 
 
- accessability (to and from), also to shopping centers, malls, restaurants, and other forms of entertainment (easy to get 
to any place any time) 
 
- affordability 
 
- affordable housing 
 
- Affordable housing 
 
- Affordable housing for the area. Sports teams/events. Cultural diversity. 
 
- Affordable housing is San Jose's most significant asset. 
 
- Affordable. 
 
- airport 
 
- Airport 
 
- Airport 
 
- All Arts and Culture ! Also, "on the way" to Santa Cruz, Monterey, etc. 
 
- ALL THE ABOVE  
 
- All the museums and beautiful buildings 
 
- All the space it currently takes up, which could be used better, and the weather. 
 
- All the stores and restraunts, along with some of the traditional family parks and places. The community centers and the 
programs and services that the city offers for the people that live in it.  
 
- Alum Rock Park 
 
- Amazing resources: cultural, entertainment, educational. 
 
- An atmosphere of encouragement for innovative technology 
 
- An improving downtown and fairly good public transportation 
 
- An interesting & safe downtown with restaurants, entertainment, recreation, musuems, and performing arts. 
 
- An up and coming downtown core Beautiful weather Small town atmosphere for the 10th largest city in the U.S. Access 
to top notch Bay Area universities, sports teams, cultural events, museums, etc, 
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- Arena Libraries Inexpensive housing 
 
- Art museum  
 
- Art Museum and ICA, childrens and tech museum, affordable ethnic restaurants, parks 
 
- Art Museum, San Jose Rep, Light Rail system Libraries,  
 
- Art, Music 
 
- Arts and Cultural activities downtown thanks for bringing back a musical theater company 
 
- Arts and cultural activities,public transportation.  
 
- Arts and Cultural Events 
 
- Arts and culture destinations like Children's Discovery Museum and the San Jose Museum of Art  
 
- Arts and culture organizations 
 
- Arts and museums 
 
- Arts and theater, museums (especially for children, young people). 
 
- Arts exploration and museums: We come to enjoy San Jose mostly to go to the San Jose Museum of Art, and we come on 
South First Fridays to go to the San Jose Museum of Quilts and Textiles and the art galleries on South 1st Street. We 
always eat dinner before we participate in the art walk. We have introduced many friends to this way of enjoying a Friday 
night in San Jose. 
 
- Arts for children like Childrens Musical Theater 
 
- Arts: ICA, San Jose Museum, Ballet, Opera 
 
- As a big city, I think San Jose is an overall, a pretty safe place to live.  
 
- As the central city in the geographic region most responsible for largest recent economic, technological, cultural 
changes of last 25 years, San Jose has a large and diverse population of smart, creative, wealthy people. Along the same 
lines, San Jose is home to many innovative firms. Nice weather. Bay area region. Politically liberal. Ethnic and cultural 
diversity. 
 
- Assets include ethnic, cultural, etc. diversity; San Jose State University; community colleges; the city and county library 
systems; San Jose Museum of Art; light rail.  
 
- At one time San Jose's Silicon Valley offered many job opportunities and business developments. Sadly jobs have been 
outsourced, more contractors are employed until business declines, and technology seems to have stalled. The new 
airport is an asset. More hi-rise living is also an asset as well as developing downtown San Jose (much too slowly). Any 
talk or development of sports arenas ranks up there. The plans to bring BART downtown is long overdue and would be 
an asset. 
 
- attractive and well planned parks & open spaces 
 
- Availability of green tech and technology in general, due to silicon valley. 
 
- Availability of high tech jobs, great schools and opportunities for education and cultural diversity. 
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- Available variety of arts, sports and children's activities 
 
- Ballet San Jose 
 
- Ballet San Jose, Center for Performing Arts, (defunct) American Musical Theater, major brand-name hotels (Fairmont, 
Marriott, DeAnza, Hilton, etc.), view of the hills, public parks, old (historic) homes and architecture, International airport, 
San Jose State University 
 
- Ballet, ICA, Library, Fine Arts Museum, Opera, Rep, Tech Museum 
 
- Beautiful accessible parks and diverse population of different ethnicities 
 
- Beautiful climate, great neighborhoods, Ballet San Jose, and the San Jose Museum of Art. 
 
- Beautiful Climate, Silicon Valley technology centre, Diversity of residents 
 
- Beautiful hillside (no buildings) as view from ground level and in the air. 
 
- Beautiful location; hard-working citizens; fairly vibrant cultural scene; hard-working police force; easy access to other 
areas: beach, mountains, snow, desert, etc., decent libraries 
 
- Beautiful neighborhood parks, community centers, and libraries that offer many different types of activities for youth, 
teens, and adults of all ages. 
 
- Beautiful weather 
 
- Beautiful weather and close proximity to mountains, beaches, water recreation and valley areas. 
 
- beautiful weather, a city ready for the next step 
 
- Beautiful weather, diverse population 
 
- Beautiful weather, Santana Row, good shopping/eating. 
 
- Beautiful Weather.  
 
- Being a great city to live in itself, and being near so many beautiful, fun areas to visit. 
 
- Being a home to the silicon valley and it's history and ability to accomodate a diverse society and yet preserve its 
residents' respective cultural backgrounds. 
 
- Being a tech based community, having summer free park live music 
 
- Being in the heart of Silicon Valley, San Jose is home to many large technical companies, giving many opportunities for 
career development. 
 
- Being part of vibrant innovative technology City. 
 
- Being that San Jose is the largest tech city in Silicon Valley, it offers many jobs to current residents of the Bay Area as 
well as those that are continually looking for employment. Having jobs available to local candidates helps keep long term 
residents in San Jose and prevents relocation costs for employers. 
 
- Being the high-tech hub of the country. 
 
- Best assets: a new arts scene just emerging, a cleaner downtown, gay friendly 
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- Big Business, and plenty of space. 
 
- Big City amenities (various big-name entertainment & cultural activities/festivals) without the relative big-city violent 
crime rate 
 
- Big city life with plenty cultiural divesity. 
 
- big city numbers with smaller feel (less crime, traffic, more amenities, big airport) close to everything (SF, beach, Tahoe) 
innovation and technology industry 
 
- Big city options with a small town feel 
 
- Big city venues, small town feel/community. Happy Hollow Park & Zoo 
 
- Big city with a small-town feel, cultural diversity, innovative and creative people working in high tech, open 
space/parks, and the Children's Discovery Museum! 
 
- bigger city, "smaller towns"/districts within, many different cultures with different seasonal fairs/festivals, safer big 
city 
 
- Blending of academia, culture and technology in a concentrated area 
 
- blending of diverse cultures - great weather and flat terrain = ideal walking and biking conditions - open civic process, 
easy to become involved in the community 
 
- Brilliant People working together. 
 
- Building Properties & real estate 
 
- Buildings and land 
 
- business  
 
- business, proximity to San Francisco and Santa Cruz, interesting, well spoken residents, diversity 
 
- California Theater, Music in the Park, San Jose Jazz Festival,Mexican Cultural Center, West Coast Cigars, Fiddling Cricket 
(convert promotrers), diverse culture, Museum of Art, Museum of Quilts & Textiles, Tech Museum, airport, 
Redevelopment Agency, light rail, Guadalupe Park 
 
- California Theatre, coffee shops like Caffe Trieste, restaurants like Il Fornaio, Music in the Park series and Jazz Festival. 
Upcoming downtown social life. Strong and reliable First Responders force. Parades. 
 
- Capital of Silicon Valley, -leading the world innovation; Best climate on the earth, -most suitable place to live; Diversified 
communities, -rich experiences in different culture. 
 
- Capital of technology. Geographic location south of bay and between redwood studded santa cruz moutains and the 
beautiful diablo range 
 
- center of technology, great weather, quality of life (close prox. to fresh foods, music venues, trails, summer/winter 
sports activities) 
 
- Central location in Santa Clara Valley and the weather. 
 
- Central location to the Bay Area (Monterey to SF) within a region which fosters innovation and creativity.  
 
- Central location, feeling of local as well as large city, access to everything even if spread out. 
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- Centrally located in areas of a variety of advanced technologies; rich resources of people and talents from diversed 
backgrounds; relatively large area to be developed or re-developed compare to neighborhood cities.  
 
- Cesar Chavez Park is beautifull 
 
- Cheapest single family housing the the bay area. Also, close to tech companies. 
 
- Chicano movement and Mexican establishments i.e. Flea Market, Spansh movies (no longer available on the Eastside) 
Downtown is now much improved than it was 25 years ago, however, no comment on night life since I don't go out much 
anymore. 
 
- children museum, things for kids. 
 
- Children's Discovery Museum of San Jose and the Guadalupe River Park 
 
- Children's Discovery Museum Tech Museum Museum of Art Guadalupe River Walk Convention Center 
 
- Children's Discovery Museum, Airport, HP Pavilion 
 
- Children's Discovery Museum, Tech Museum, Center for the Performing Arts. Although I grew up in San Jose, I currently 
live in another Bay Area city, but I still come in to San Jose for these things. San Jose has done a great job attracting people 
by providing things every day citizens want to do and use.  
 
- Children's Discovery Museum, Tech Museum, Happy Hollow, neighborhood parks 
 
- Children's Discovery Museum, The Tech, SJSU, Downtown restaurants, Santana Row 
 
- Children's play areas in parks. Bike trail and on-street bike lane network is improving. 
 
- Citizen access to policymakers An environment for innovation Hometown feel with big city conveniences  
 
- Citizens 
 
- City Hall, Convention Center, Conference Center, Libraries and Community Centers, San Jose Sharks, H.P. Pavillion, 
Police and Fire Department, San Jose Airport, City Parks and Schools. 
 
- City planing that is long range and geared to making the city more'people friendly'.City support for the Arts. An 
improving public transportation system. Adequate downtown parking facilities. 
 
- Clean and friendly atomsphere for a bigger city. 
 
- Clean Safe City, almost small town feel 
 
- Clean tech/innovative businesses Diverse residents Good schools 
 
- Clean, safe, good public transit, many good school districts, high paying jobs, some quality arts & culture, some upscale 
dining & shopping 
 
- Clean. 
 
- Climate 
 
- Climate 
 
- Climate 
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- Climate 
 
- Climate 
 
- climate 
 
- Climate  
 
- Climate + Location e.g., proximity to SF, Airport, Beach, Mountains, Wine Country, etc. Can the City provide a regulatory 
climate conducive to living and working in San Jose? You do not have to plan the details, exactly how much living, what 
type of work, how much entertainment, etc...but rather you have to establish a set of clear, consistent, and predictable 
rules that fertilize the ground and allow homes, entertainment, restaurants, and other business to grow spontaneously. 
 
- Climate and an educated populace. We could do more with both, frankly, in developing a more vibrant CITY with urban 
aspirations instead of SUBurban tendencies. 
 
- Climate and farming communities 
 
- Climate and good place for a small business 
 
- Climate and Topography 
 
- Climate may be its most important asset. Development of its high tech assets is certainly important. 
 
- Climate Parks/Bay Area Trails/proximity to SF/Airport 
 
- Climate Police and Fire Departments Hospitals 
 
- Climate San Jose Sharks Lots of trees Beautiful Hillsides 
 
- Climate!!!People,community centers, San Jose Museum of Art 
 
- Climate- diverse community intelligencia- potential on the west coast to blend in all East Coast big city factors while 
their is much landspace to accommadte change. Create a core city e.g, Manhatten-Central Park -midtown yet maintain the 
Pueblo market PLaza atmosphere at its center for celebrations and gatherings then move outward to disticts of interests 
with an inner free shuttle or day pass. 
 
- Climate, and the proximity to SF and Oakland. 
 
- Climate, Arena,  
 
- Climate, Ballet San Jose, San Jose Museum of Art, the downtown area and surrounding communities. 
 
- Climate, beauty of the natural environment, historic fertility of the soil 
 
- Climate, cultural diversity 
 
- Climate, Culture 
 
- Climate, diverse cuisine, educated population, proximity to other major cities/destinations, businesses located here, 
airport, arts groups, established transportation agency (light rail) 
 
- Climate, diversity, lifestyle tolerance, employment, educational institutions, proximity to a variety of recreational 
activities, cultural and sports offerings 
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- climate, diversity, size, 
 
- climate, ethnic diversity, attractive neighborhoods, green spaces 
 
- Climate, Geography (in the valley), Agricultural (fertile soil), Innovative thinkers 
 
- Climate, job availability, high tech economy 
 
- Climate, location, technology business, diversity 
 
- climate, low crime rate 
 
- climate, natural beauty, small town feel with big city amenities 
 
- climate, personal safety walking around downtown, cleanliness, friendliness of people 
 
- Climate, physical location and undeveloped hillsides 
 
- Climate, proximity to beaches and mountains, heart of Silicon Valley, performing arts scene especially Ballet San Jose 
 
- Climate, reasonable access to most everything, limited crowding (suburbs)  
 
- Climate, Safety, Economic opportunity 
 
- Climate, solial and cultural diversity, proximity to recreational areas & activities, easy to get around town, good schools, 
the community values youth 
 
- Climate, sun for solar power, decent public transit, downtown with potential, clean tech/sustainable innovation. 
 
- Climate, walkable downtown, clean streets, interconnected trail network 
 
- Climate. Symphony Orchestra. SJ Ballet. SJ Opera. San Jose Museum of Art. History San Jose Park. Parks and playgrounds. 
 
- Climate...as in the weather. Probably the best in the world! Multiracial-ethnic-cultural community that lives and works 
together in harmony. 
 
- climate/geography culture of innovation ethnic diversity  
 
- climate/weather that is the reason that some many people came here many years ago and everything grew out of that. 
 
- Climate; community; lack of obvious racial clashes (I know it's not perfect, but it is very good); livability. 
 
- Climate; Location; Hillsides and open space;Cultural diversity;SJSU and city colleges;Arts organizations. In anticipating 
increased population density, I can't argue enough to keep the hillsides open and free from development. They are our 
most enduring heritage. 
 
- Close proximity to jobs, coast, mountains, wine country and urban centers.  
 
- Close to beach. Sports teams nearby. Good weather. Snow is accesible within a day's drive. 
 
- close to hills as well as cultural centers & downtown 
 
- Close to Hightech jobs - SJC Airport - Lower Crime when compared to other bayarea cities (but not in all areas) 
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- Close to nearby areas. Such as Lake Tahoe, Pismo Beach, San Francisco, etc.. 
 
- Close to Silicon Valley. Closeness to San Francisco. 
 
- Closeness to San Francisco, Silicon Valley, and not truly a city feel.  
 
- closeness to the ocean, Art,cultural events 
 
- Commitment of San Jose residents to work with others to build our community.  
 
- community centers, libraries 
 
- Community engagement. 
 
- community involvement, high education level of residents, parks/trails/open space 
 
- Community restaurants and businesses 
 
- community, culture 
 
- Companies like Cisco that provide jobs. 
 
- Convenient location for getting around the Bay Area-easy access to freeways. Concentration of theater, restaurants, 
museums, etc. in my neighborhood so I can walk outside my apartment and have many entertainment choices. I don't 
have to drive much for entertainment. 
 
- Convention Center 
 
- Convention Center and Cultural Facilities. Freeway access. 
 
- Cosmopolitan heritage: bringing diversity of experience, culture and viewpoints to every challenge. 
 
- create more jobs. 
 
- Creative population; diversity including foods, arts; cultural/artistic opportunities; River Walk(potentially): Large 
concert/event venues 
 
- Cultural activities - Opera, symphony, live theater and museums 
 
- Cultural activities and venues 
 
- cultural activities, restaurants and weather. 
 
- Cultural and personal diversity expressed positively in restaurants, music, dance community events and community 
interest groups, such as groups based on hobbies and projects. Weather and the parks to enjoy the environment. 
Proximity to mountains, beachesand museums in our neighboring cities.We are not in competion with them we are 
neighbors who share our delights. 
 
- Cultural diversity 
 
- cultural diversity 
 
- cultural diversity 
 
- Cultural Diversity 
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- Cultural diversity 
 
- cultural diversity 
 
- cultural diversity 
 
- cultural diversity 
 
- Cultural Diversity 
 
- Cultural diversity 
 
- cultural diversity 
 
- cultural diversity 
 
- cultural diversity 
 
- Cultural Diversity 
 
- Cultural Diversity 
 
- Cultural Diversity 
 
- Cultural diversity and historic assets 
 
- Cultural diversity and respect, arts organizations, technological innovations and contributions to the world, historical 
significance, temperate climate and environmental concerns. 
 
- Cultural diversity and The Arts Field Opportunities.  
 
- Cultural diversity both in resident population and in community resources, classes and arts programs.  
 
- cultural diversity easy to get around by car downtown museums-children's discovery museum, tech museum some of 
the parks-alum rock, prusch gardens yearly festivals san jose's japantown 
 
- Cultural diversity Great climate  
 
- Cultural diversity High tech corporations in San Jose-bright workforce San Jose Museum of Art Access to leaders high 
percentage of educated citizens San Jose State University-higher education presence  
 
- Cultural Diversity is the very best thing about San Jose. 
 
- Cultural diversity makes San Jose an interesting place to live. Nearby hills, trails, and parks are essential to preserving 
our peace of mind and connection to the outdoors. 
 
- Cultural diversity, brain power, geographic location 
 
- cultural diversity, business & technology innovation, scenic environment 
 
- Cultural diversity, climate, information economy, cutting edge developments in technology (unfolding 21st century 
workplace dynamics), history 
 
- Cultural Diversity, Cultural Activities 
 
- cultural diversity, cutting edge innovation in technology 
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- Cultural diversity, destinations such as the tech museum, Santana Row/Valley Fair, variety of restaurants, merchants 
such as Safeway that include those with disabilities  
 
- cultural diversity, economic diversity, weather, honest hardworking well meaning and generous people 
 
- Cultural diversity, fantastic climate and proximity to many outdoor activities (hiking, beaches, mountains) 
 
- cultural diversity, mexican and vietnamese food, train station, growing public transit intrest, bike lanes, Kelley Park 
 
- cultural diversity, respect for difference, honor the past. 
 
- Cultural diversity, still a young community, potential for carefully managed growth is exciting because it will help to 
avoid mistakes of other urban areas. This community-wide survey is a great idea. I will tell everyone I know to take it. 
Perhaps outreach at the libraries to have people take survey - underrepresented persons like seniors and non-english 
speakers can have an opportunity to participate as long as there is help offered to them at these facilities.  
 
- Cultural Diversity, Technological Innovation, Family-friendly, great tomato growing weather! 
 
- Cultural diversity, weather, anonymity 
 
- Cultural diversity. 
 
- Cultural diversity; clean streets (mostly); many parks, well maintained; seemingly fair-minded newspaper and, usually, 
local government. 
 
- Cultural events 
 
- Cultural Events, Festivals, Parades and open air outdoor events. San Jose is THE place to go for outdoor events! 
 
- Cultural events, museums, university 
 
- cultural facilities 
 
- Cultural facilties 
 
- Cultural mix of people while remaining relatively peaceful. Job opportunity-benefits of being the center of Silicon Valley. 
 
- Cultural mix, lack of snobbery (compared to Peninsula/SF), to-each-their-own attitude. 
 
- cultural wise diversity 
 
- cultural/ethnic diversity 
 
- Culture and diversity 
 
- culture and entertainment 
 
- culture and human diversity 
 
- Culture focused on innovation, a burgeoning downtown, cultural diversity, Sharks, Santana Row, great companies to 
work for, friendly residents. 
 
- culture is mixed 
 
- Culture life 
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- Culture of innovation and entrepreneurship; its affluent well-educated diverse population; its fabulous weather; 
proximity to San Francisco, Santa Cruz/Monterey; easy to get around by car 
 
- culture, arts, museums 
 
- current art and culture movement. sj makes every attempt to celebrate these types of talents however we need to 
financially support them. sj also is making tremendous strides in supporting green technology and we will be well served 
to educate our young people towards that field immediately.  
 
- Cutting edge education and Technology 
 
- Definitely, all the cultural events that San Jose brings to outside community. I am a fan of going and appreciating live 
music and festivals. I also enjoy yheir local events such as Christmas in the park.  
 
- Desireable Weather, diversity, high tech industry 
 
- Different ethnics, having neighborhoods that are really close to each other. 
 
- Difficult to think of things, I'm sorry to say. I think the light rail is an improvement.  
 
- Dining,parks and entertainment 
 
- diverse attractions and restaurants 
 
- diverse backgrounds of residents and availablity of cutting edge technology and jobs 
 
- Diverse city that is overall quite safe.  
 
- Diverse city. Cultural events. Affordable Housing options.  
 
- Diverse communities within the city. 
 
- Diverse community, flourishing downtown night life.  
 
- Diverse community. Latino, Vietnamese, Japanese culture, etc. Great parks and trails. 
 
- Diverse community; multicultural events and restaurants; one of the nation's safest big cities 
 
- diverse cultural activities and events 
 
- diverse cultural community with proximity to open space and the ocean. Great restaurant/food diversity.  
 
- diverse cultural opportunities and exhibits 
 
- Diverse culture 
 
- Diverse culture proximity to Silicon Valley SJSU weather  
 
- Diverse culture, innovative spirit, and safe place to work and live.  
 
- Diverse job/employment base. 
 
- Diverse population 
 
- diverse population 
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- Diverse Population (Ethnically, Racially etc.), Environment (Surroundings & Natural Beauty),Weather (Moderate 
Climate) and Historical significance in California and World. 
 
- diverse population, encouragement of locally grown culture such as San Jose Opera, Quilt Museum, ICA and San Jose Art 
Museum, the SHARKS, public art presence 
 
- Diverse population, low crime rate, MLK library, growing arts community, Opera and Camera cinemas, restaurants, light 
rail, Japantown, parks, recycling services 
 
- Diverse population, parks and open spaces, green technology, libaries, San Jose State University, the Arts and cultural 
events 
 
- Diverse population, thus culture and food and communities. 
 
- Diverse population. High tech economy. Great weather and sunshine. 
 
- Diverse, innovative economy 
 
- Diverse,dynamic and educated population.  
 
- diversification. 
 
- diversity 
 
- Diversity 
 
- Diversity 
 
- diversity 
 
- Diversity 
 
- Diversity 
 
- DIVERSITY 
 
- Diversity 
 
- Diversity 
 
- Diversity 
 
- diversity 
 
- DIVERSITY 
 
- Diversity 
 
- Diversity 
 
- Diversity 
 
- Diversity 
 
- diversity 
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- diversity 
 
- Diversity 
 
- Diversity 
 
- diversity 
 
- Diversity 
 
- diversity 
 
- Diversity 
 
- diversity 
 
- diversity 
 
- Diversity 
 
- diversity 
 
- Diversity 
 
- diversity 
 
- Diversity 
 
- Diversity 
 
- Diversity 
 
- Diversity  
 
- Diversity and a feeling of community and friendliness, and a solid job market, especially in technology 
 
- Diversity and beautiful weather  
 
- diversity and culture 
 
- Diversity and equal opportunities. 
 
- Diversity and growth opportunity. 
 
- Diversity and immense possibilities in the form of creating self sufficient neighbourhoods. Still a lot of open space 
available to create trails, parks etc 
 
- Diversity and mixed ethnic groups. 
 
- Diversity and multi-ethnicity. Innovative spirit and a workable downtown area. 
 
- Diversity and nice parks and trails 
 
- Diversity and Weather  
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- Diversity Economic Opportunites City Facilities (Libraries, Parks, Community Centers) 
 
- Diversity in culture, arts and entertainment 
 
- Diversity in culture, public transportation system 
 
- Diversity in food, culture, arts and events 
 
- diversity in population, cultures, languages & innovation in technology...and the SAN JOSE SHARKS HOCKEY TEAM!! 
 
- diversity in population. 
 
- Diversity in the community and involvement of City leaders in making the City a better place to live in. 
 
- Diversity is abundant in San Jose where all walks of life live, work and play together and is an example fo rthe rest of the 
world. 
 
- Diversity is San Jose's best asset. Diversity brings a mixed economy and a variety that has to happen. 
 
- diversity is the main asset of San Jose. 
 
 
- diversity of people who live here - recreational areas 
 
- Diversity Natural beauty  
 
- Diversity of communities and Jobs 
 
- diversity of community weather access to California assets (coast, mountains, wineries, that suburb at the end of the 
Peninsula) 
 
- Diversity of culture (food, people, events) 
 
- Diversity of culture, great city for the performning arts, great light rail system 
 
- diversity of culture, which has brought more openness of thought in the past 41 years  
 
- diversity of cultures 
 
- Diversity of cultures, range of companies operating in the area, accessible airport, variety of hotels and restaurants near 
the convention center. 
 
- Diversity of cultures. High tech,yet the ability to think simple and go green. 
 
- Diversity of ethnicity and and lack of discrimination in relation to other cities 
 
- Diversity of its communities 
 
- Diversity of its people 
 
- Diversity of job opportunities. 
 
- Diversity of people 
 
- Diversity of people & work places. 
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- Diversity of people and experiences. Innovative thinking of community as a whole.  
 
- Diversity of people Events always happening in the SJ area Child and family friendly activities/events available through 
the libraries Public libraries  
 
- Diversity of people who live here. 
 
- Diversity of people, tolerance of diverse ideas and practices, wide variety of opportunities to participate and contribute 
 
- Diversity of population, rich cultural history 
 
- Diversity of residents; great weather, lots of sunshine; professional, well-paying jobs; very intelligent collection of 
residents and business people  
 
- Diversity of the city population 
 
- Diversity of the population 
 
- diversity of the population big city activities with a small city feel the neighborhoods 
 
- diversity of the population, technology and relatively decent transportation modes 
 
- Diversity of the population, very technology savvy. 
 
- Diversity Resiliance Weather Natural abundance 
 
- diversity weather political climate access to the BAy Area access to great universities relatively easy to get around on 
surface streets and freeways cultural events sports possibilities bike trails golf access to santa cruz and sf 
 
- Diversity! 
 
- Diversity, and multi-cultural entertainment opportunities. 
 
- Diversity, arts, trying to improve community involvement in leadership roles 
 
- Diversity, beautiful trees downtown which are not marketed, beautiful historical buildings 
 
- Diversity, clean up-dated downtown, festivals & activities, trails (when complete) 
 
- Diversity, climate, economic competitiveness  
 
- Diversity, creative and intelligent thinkers, strong educational institutions, great food 
 
- Diversity, Cultural Events and Personal Growth! 
 
- Diversity, culture, easy access to public transportation, varying types of food. And, all the fountains in Downtown plus 
Music in Park 
 
- Diversity, downtown arts/entertainment/restaurants. beauty of hills 
 
- Diversity, Easy to get a job 
 
- Diversity, economic oppprtunity, range of housing options, cultural events 
 
- Diversity, educational facilities, weather, medical services, relaxed atmosphere 
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- Diversity, educational institutions, well-planned neighborhoods, high cost of living (allows people to make good 
money), and variety of occupational choices.  
 
- Diversity, educational offerings, recreation, cultural history & events. 
 
- Diversity, Great Weather, Great Historic Neighborhood with a active community 
 
- Diversity, history, close to home. 
 
- diversity, history, entrepreneurship,arts, location 
 
- Diversity, HP Pavilion, San Jose State University  
 
- Diversity, innovation, weather 
 
- Diversity, Intellect and weather 
 
- Diversity, low crime rate, weather 
 
- Diversity, multi-cultural, art & music, parks 
 
- diversity, near beautiful places, safety 
 
- diversity, opportunities (jobs, education) 
 
- diversity, parks, neighborhoods, economic opportunity 
 
- Diversity, safety, ease of transport.  
 
- Diversity, safety, vast in size 
 
- Diversity, San Jose Museum of Art, restaurants, safe downtown area 
 
- Diversity, strong educational backgrounds. 
 
- Diversity, Support for innovation 
 
- Diversity, Supports green environment. Silicon Valley.  
 
- Diversity, Technology, Culture 
 
- Diversity, transportation, potential.  
 
- diversity, unique agricultural history, family-friendly neighborhoods 
 
- Diversity, values (people want this to become a world class city), parks and open space 
 
- Diversity, Vietnamese culture and awesome Vietnamese food, SJMA, Guadalupe River Parks and Gardens 
 
- Diversity, weather and job opportunities 
 
- Diversity, Weather, Neighborhoods 
 
- Diversity, weather, opportunity to affect change 
 
- diversity, weather, political pursuasion,  
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- diversity, work ethic, education system (college, ie. stanford, santa clara, sjsu) 
 
- Diversity,and multiethnic cultural events. 
 
- diversity,climate,families 
 
- Diversity,various theater companies and museums 
 
- Diversity. 
 
- Diversity. 
 
- Diversity. 
 
- Diversity. 
 
- Diversity. Continued city commitment to environmental goals.  
 
- Diversity; safety (i.e., lack of crime); jobs.  
 
- diverstiy 
 
- Diversty, safety, great weather, overall quality of life. 
 
- Do not know 
 
- Dog Friendly neighborhoods, such as Willow Glen and Naglee Community. Conveniently surrounded by many great 
cities, Santa Cruz and San Francisco.  
 
- Down core 
 
- Downtown - restaurants have been suffering in the recession and we've lost several unique high quality local 
restaurants already! Also, our greenspace is vital to our community happiness (dog parks, trails, playgrounds all bring 
people together and outdoors). 
 
- Downtown area is extremely walkable. Great movie theatre, gym, museums, etc. all in walking distance. Love the fact 
that events are regularly sponsored downtown, marathon, bike race, tapestry festival, jazz festival, etc. 
 
- Downtown area, public parks, night life, restaurants, shopping malls and many employers 
 
- DOWNTOWN ARTS & CULTURE TECHNOLOGY & INNOVATION 
 
- Downtown Arts and Dinning. Ballet San Jose Symphony Silicon Valley San Jose Rep San Jose Stage Opera San Jose SJ 
Museum of Art 
 
- Downtown arts organizations 
 
- Downtown cultural center Airport Business 
 
- Downtown entertainment: Museums,parades,and festivals.  
 
- Downtown festivals, cultural diversity and tolerance. 
 
- Downtown had been built up and offers a moderate amount of cultural events. 
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- Downtown is nice because it feels like a community, you can get from point A to point B on foot, and there is usually 
something going on. Then you have the natural beauty of the parks and open spaces, the foothills, the Santa Cruz 
mountains...to me, it feels like home. 
 
- Downtown Lightrail  
 
- Downtown museums and restaurants. Being the capitol of Silicon Valley with a lot of high paying jobs. 
 
- Downtown Restaurants and Clubs, Sports / Concert venues. 
 
- Downtown San Jose ~~ it needs more work, housing and play and better transportation 
 
- Downtown San Jose Bay Area location climate 
 
- DOWNTOWN SJ ALWAYS CLEAN!!!! THAT'S ABOUT IT. THE CITY OF SJ SHOULD FOCUS ON CLEANING UP (CENTRAL 
NEIGHBORHOODS) THEY HAVE BEEN FORGOTTEN!!!!!!!!! ESPECIALLY IN SAM L. DISTRICT!!!!!!!!  
 
- Downtown, City Hall, downtown restaurants, and the wonderful new development at the airport. Other assets include 
accessibility with our elected officials and outreach to its denizens to gather as much information as possible before 
making major decisions. Also, access to educational facilities particularly at SJSU via the city's library partnership. 
 
- Downtown, Nightlife,  
 
- Downtown, Santana Row, flea markets, jazz festival,  
 
- Downtown...vitality...things to see and do Lightrail 
 
- Downtown's cultural amenities and the weather. 
 
- Dynamic business community. 
 
- Easily accessible, easy to drive and park, many cultural events. 
 
- Easy access in and out of down town. The bones are there for a great city. It's just lacking the ornaments on the 
christmas tree.  
 
-  Easy access from the airport to downtown - Alviso and open space - Diversity of restaurants 
 
- Easy access to open spaces, parks, and trails. 
 
- easy access to so many great places - ocean, wine country, skiing, hiking, mountains, weather, cultural diversity-people 
and food. 
 
- Easy access to wonderful natural resources while having good high tech jobs. 
 
- Easy to drive in. Good sports facilities. Easy access to cultural events and entertainment. 
 
- Easy to use airport, good public art offerings, fiscally responsible mayor and city council, good public safety and fire 
safety,good cultural cross section 
 
- Economic potential and an international airport. 
 
-economic development -easy-to-get-to airport -housing opportunities -good zoning policies -cultural diversity 
 
- Economy, Diversity 
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- Economy, Geographic size, Population diversity 
 
- Educated and skilled workforce, weather, and proximity/location 
 
- educated populace 
 
- Educated population, economic opportunity, cultural diversity. 
 
- Educated population, some good schools like San Jose State, a revitalized downtown (hopefully stays that way) Arts 
organizations that are trying hard to stay alive, good food and weather, great police department, CIty Hall and different 
neighborhoods that reflect diversity and history. 
 
- Educated residents 
 
- Educated residents. 
 
- Educated workforce 
 
- Educated workforce Residents with disposable income 1,000,000 residents  
 
- Educated workforce. Weather. 
 
- Educated, diverse population; vibrant arts scene. 
 
- education, arts, open forums for discussions, neighborhood events, SJSU 
 
- Education, of course !!!  
 
- Emerging Arts/Cultural scene, reflecting San Jose's character and preferences, not just a 'me-too' or scaled down 
version of San Francisco stuff. We are not San Francisco, nor do we want to be. 
 
- Employees of the City. 
 
- employment base, parks and open space, climate, diversity 
 
- Employment opportunities in the region 
 
- employment opportunities proximity to a variety of activities in the area (Tahoe, SF, wine country) 
 
- Empty available buildings after all the industry have been forced to relocate outside the country 
 
- Engaged communities with its civic programs. Relatively good public transportation systems: buses, trains, lightrail, 
DASH. Accommodations for businesses. New libraries and parks. 
 
- Entertainment venues such as the Civic Auditorium, Center for the Performing Arts, and HP Pavilion. Major sports teams 
such as the Sharks and Giants Stadium.  
 
- Entreprenuerial spirit 
 
- Environment: This includes a moderate temperature yearround and the cooling breezes that circulate in the afternoon 
to blow significant amounts of polutants out of the air. The city's trees: It looks like a forest when you fly in. Growing 
season: Couldn't be more favorable for local farmers, particularly organic and heirloom farmers who are increasingly 
conscious of our need to move toward sustainability in our farming practices. A big network of farmer's markets who 
offer goods grown locally. Transportation: access to light rail, train, walking and biking, conditions are favorable and 
encouraged in all these areas. For special events and festivals, all efforts are stepped up and much information 
distributed so people are aware of their transportation options. Cultural diversity: this is critical in the physical universe 
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as well as human realm. A city to be taken seriously as a cultural destination: It used to be that our claim to culture was 
that we were merely 50 miles from San Francisco.  
 
- Environmental leadership; Diversity (not yet taken full advantae of); Proximity to other resources in the region (natural 
and cultural) 
 
- Equal access to good job market and natural resources 
 
- Ethenic diversity. Knowledge base. HQ of Silicon Valley. 
 
- Ethnic and cultural diversity. 
 
- ethnic diversity 
 
- Ethnic diversity (music in the park, 4th of July celebrations) Economic and entreprenuerial spirit  
 
- Ethnic diversity and weather. 
 
- Ethnic diversity reflected in places to eat and shop. Weather. 
 
- Ethnic Diversity Technological Innovation New Airport Church/Faith Community Public Schools 
 
- Ethnic diversity, ethnic neighborhoods, older/historic neighborhoods 
 
- Ethnic supermarkets (asian and mexican) San Jose State University Night Life 
 
- Ethnic/cultural diversity. Relatively high level of education. Proximity to Silicon Valley. 
 
- Ethnic/racial/cultural diversity temperate weather 
 
- Even though activities are limited, there's still an activity for everyone available (sports, music, arts, dance etc.) 
 
- Even though San Jose is a big city it doesn't feel like a big city. We are a City based on Technology and Innovation.  
 
- Everything associated with its nickname: Silicon Valley; the San Jose Sharks; and its climate.  
 
- Excellent career opportunities, great weather for outdoor living, vibrant food/music/nightclub scene, many fun festivals 
(throughout summer and year-end holidays), friendly residents, diverse culture. 
 
- Excellent climate and soil for gardening, Excellent climate and soil for growing trees and landscaping, Excellent climate 
for people to live, so long as we protect our resources Accessibility to shopping, entertainment, educational resources 
Healthy, vibrant economy Diversity and opportunity to "move up" more than other places Go Green Vision! 
 
- Excellent museums and beautiful trails downtown 
 
- Excellent public transportation system. Excellent climate (weather) Multi cultural environment Center of Silicon Valley 
Available post secondary education 
 
- Excellent weather 
 
- Existing cultural events, festivals, museums, and downtown restaurants 
 
- Fabulous weather most of the year; historic areas that educate people about past living styles & events;  
 
- Fairly safe neighborhoods, light rail ( but needs expansion)Labor friendly City Council, Silicon Valley Hi tech resources ( 
City needs more Business- less houses )Stop rezoning Commercial property to residential ! 
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- family friendly community with nice weather, parks and open spaces 
 
- fantastic weather beautiful hills surrounding the valley  
 
- Fantastic weather, cultural diversity, wide variety multi-cultural arts (visual and performing) including opportunities 
for community members to be participants. 
 
- feel of small city 
 
- fertile land and cultural diversity 
 
- Festivals, our great parks- our warma and inviting city 
 
- flat (could be a GREAT bike city), all kinds of food & people, growing indie art scene 
 
- flat (easy for bike riding), access to trails/ open space, close to SF and ocean, access to jobs,  
 
- For a large city, it's very impressive that it's a very safe place to live. 
 
- For a large portion of San Jose, safety is an asset. Close proximity to a variety of activities. The want to make San Jose a 
better City. 
 
- For the most part, it is a clean, safe city. 
 
- Forward looking, diverse,  
 
- Forward looking, progressive city leadership. 
 
- Friendly people. 
 
- Friendly, diverse, manageable; availability of excellent art and cultural attractions; convenient airport 
 
- Future Home of High Speed Rail 
 
- Generally great climate. Part of one of the most innovative regions in the country. 
 
- generally warm weather. low crime.  
 
- generally well educated population 
 
- Geographic location, ability to grow a strong downtown (eventually) 
 
- geographical location in relation to the bay area, state, central west coast, and globally proximity to one of a kind 
destinatons giant redwoods, pacific ocean, golden gate bridge, gold discovery site, state capitol, wine country, special 
museums in nearby cities city, regional, county, state, and federal parks rich and diverse sociological and developmental 
history dating from original inhabitants 
 
- Geographically large city 
 
- Geography 
 
- Go green!!! 
 
- Good but not top school (Fammatre), weather, many play grounds & parks. 
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- Good climate, ethnic diversity 
 
- Good community leaders like Nancy Pyle.  
 
- Good cultural opportunities - museums, festivals, music, theatre. Some good neighborhoods with shopping/restaurant 
areas. Cultural mix. 
 
- Good economy, great housing close to downtown, Nice museums 
 
- good employment opportunities and a close proximinty to other areas - mountains, ocean, SF, etc 
 
- Good graffiti control - although it is not as diligent as before. Nothing encourages social disrespect and indifference 
more than graffiti. Studies show that graffiti control is essential to a low crime rate and culture of mutual respect and 
safety. 
 
- good jobs 
 
- Good library system-good weather-many cultures live in relative harmony-close to San Francisco and to Santa Cruz-nice 
place to raise children-quiet safe city-lovely downtown-nice festivals and cultural activities-comfortable place to live 
 
- good location in the state, near the ocean, mountains etc. good/large employers located here 
 
- Good mix of economic opportunity, housing, recreation, and entertainment. 
 
- Good neighborhoods to raise a family in. 
 
- Good neighbors in good neighborhoods. Low crime rate. Nice downtown with cultural events. Great weather. 
 
- Good place to raise a family 
 
- Good public transportation system. Inviting downtown area - encourages walking. Diverse entertainment opportunities. 
Diverse housing opportunities. 
 
- Good roads & diverse community 
 
- Good schools, Libraries, San Jose Sharks 
 
- Good weather 
 
- good weather, bay area California location, geographic diversity nearby (mountains, ocean), university 
 
- Good weather, higher education level, diverse culture & relatively safe environment  
 
- Good weather, pleasant downtown 
 
- Good weather,diversity,proxemity to skiing,beach,many community colleges nearby,many options for recreation 
 
- Good weather. 
 
- Good weather. Good roads. SJS university.  
 
- Government services and developments. 
 
- Great conference rates. 
 
- Great cultural events. 



47 
 

San Jose Envision 2040 Plan Wikiplanning On-Line Civic Engagement Campaign 
 

 

 
- Great downtown area. Wonderful Libraries. 
 
- Great events and activities for children; weather is great; many different cultural areas and opportunities to try different 
cuisines 
 
- Great history, downtown has become beautiful, special neighborhoods like Japantown and Willow Glen. 
 
- Great location & weather. Close to "destination" locations but a nice place to live day to day. 
 
- Great location and weather; educated and diverse population; SJSU. 
 
- Great location-central to SF and the Monterey Penninsula, wide range of services available only in large cities (curbside 
recycling, great libraries & programs through parks & rec, opera company, symphony, dance, cultural festivals and 
events, sports teams), varied and interesting neighborhoods which allow you to have the benefits of a large urban center 
without living "downtown" if you choose, neighborhood groups which allow you to participate in the look,feel,services 
offered in your neighborhood 
 
- Great location, weather, technology industry 
 
- great museums and galleries, library, university 
 
- Great museums and things to do with the family. . . please finish Happy Hollow!!! 
 
- Great neighborhoods. Small town feel in a large city. Santana Row. Our creeks/ rivers and their trails. Hillsides 
undeveloped. 
 
- Great opportunities for jobs and careers. 
 
- Great public transportation. 
 
- great theatre, excellent restaurants, lively downtown  
 
- Great weather and proximity to cultural/entertainment events 
 
- Great weather for golf and outdoor activities, the heart of Silicon Valley and Tech business (consider renaming the 
airport "Silicon Valley International Airport" for greater recognition and use, variety and proximity of tourist attractions 
such as Wine Country, Monterey, Carmel, Pebble Beach, beaches such as Santa Cruz all close to the "City"  
 
- great weather most of the time!!! 
 
- great weather non-large City feel to San Jose Nopt trying to imitate SF 
 
- great weather, close proximity to so many places, lot of things to do 
 
- Great weather, good schools, great shoppingb 
 
- Great weather, lots to do, access to many types of activities (mountains, country, city, ocean), one of the safer large 
cities, lots of culture  
 
- Great weather, open space, talented community 
 
- Great Weather, Parks, Events and Activities for Families, Wonderful Libraries, Located close to other fun places 
including Santa Cruz, San Francisco and Monterey. 
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- Great weather, proximity to S.F., Monterey, and coastal beaches, diversity of population, Technology hub, wide variety of 
cultural activities in the Bay area. 
 
- Great weather, relative racial and social harmony, immigrant character 
 
- Great weather, restaurants, , stores, and culture. 
 
- Great weather. Downtown art museum. Santana Row. Local area theatres, including opera(not necessarily just in San 
Jose, but nearby). 
 
- Great weather. Good location. Part of Silicon Valley.  
 
- Great weather. Lots of parks. Wonderful libraries. Many different farmer's markets. Many music in the park events. 
Fantastic museums (Tech, Children's Discovery, SJ Museum of Art) 
 
- green and have safe trails available 
 
- green innovation artistic diversity and exploration trails and open space diversity 
 
- gridded streets - traffic is distributed, rather than them all channeled down a few busy, heavily controlled corridors. 
Single family detached non-warehousing houses with a backyard.  
 
- Growing public transportation infrastructure. Responsible sustainable improvements to public facilities. 
 
- Guadalupe River Park and Gardens, San Jose Museum of Art, Santana Row, Alum Rock Park, diverse neighborhoods, 
markets and restaurants with foods from around the world, San Jose State University, new libraries, The Tech Museum, 
Jazz Festival,  
 
- guadalupe river trail childrens discovery museum tech museum architectural heritage of craftsman and victorian 
buildings in downtown san jose  
 
- Happy Hollow Zoo, Children's discovery Musuem. City parks, Tech museum 
 
- has its own airport 
 
- have light rail go to the air port, so its one easy step 
 
- Having a large university and a downtown with tremendous growth potential 
 
- Having parks and trails for residents to enjoy. Also having an easy to access downtown and retail put in proximity to 
areas underserved by retail stores, like my neighborhood is. It is nice to have the new San Jose Market Center open and 
close to where I live. That brings me to another point, the freeway makes access to downtown and all other parts of San 
Jose and the Bay Area is accessible.  
 
- headquarters to major silicon valley corporations. e.g. Adobe Systems 
 
- Heart of Silicon Valley. 
 
- Hellyer Park Velodrome, San Jose Giants, LiveStrong Challenge, Santa Clara County Fairgrounds, two hour access to 
amazing coast, mountains, and natural attractions. 
 
- Hi-tech jobs, cultural events, Sports (Sharks), International airport, Low crime rate, Convention center, San Jose State 
University, Light rail system. 
 
- High computer literacy, High Tech Innovation, and high density of universities/colleges at or nearby SJ. 
 



49 
 

San Jose Envision 2040 Plan Wikiplanning On-Line Civic Engagement Campaign 
 

 

- High Diversity Low Crime Green Spaces & Parks 
 
- High number of people with graduate degrees; intellectual and ethnic diversity. 
 
- High paid salary Jobs; like high tech. 
 
- High paying jobs 
 
- High quality museums that appeal to a broad visitor base. 
 
- High Tech 
 
- High Tech businesses and Entrepreneurs, Jobs!! 
 
- high tech community, growing arts and cultural scene, quality restaurants 
 
- High Tech industry 
 
- high tech industry 
 
- high tech industry, beautiful weather, decent public transit 
 
- high tech industry.  
 
- high tech job center. 
 
- High tech jobs 
 
- high tech jobs innovation  
 
- High tech which gives us jobs, knowledge base, talent and wealth. Secondly, an EXTREMELY diverse population and all 
the cultural, gastronomical and artistic diversity that comes with that. Our location, especially including the recreational 
opportunities made available via our extensive greenbelt and parks and also our proximity to a wealth of nearby natural 
and cultural attractions. 
 
- High-rise residential condos, Caesar Chavez Park, HP Pavilion, Diridon Station, St. James Park, San Pedro Square, 
Fountain Alley, Heritage Rose Garden, Bellarmine College Preparatory, San Jose State University 
 
- High-Tech, Diversity, Climate 
 
- High-tech/high-education demographics & businesses. 
 
- Higher education institutions, music and art happenings, great weather, lovely downtown, the SJ Arena, broad cultural 
events and venues.  
 
- Highly educated and skilled workforce 
 
- Highly talented people 
 
- Hight tech industry 
 
- Historic and non-historic but distinctive buildings.  
 
- historic buildings and neighborhoods 
 
- historic downtown buildings train station location/weather  
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- Historic neighborhoods, distinct neighborhoods and small business centers, cultural diverstiy, location, weather, 
proximity to rest of Bay Area.  
 
- historical buildings with architectural significance 
 
- History and Innovation. As the former capital of California, San Jose has a long and rich history in entertainment, 
agriculture, diversity and the ability to redefine itself (from Valley of the Hearts Delight to the Capital of Silicon Valley and 
a leader in Green thinking).  
 
- History and the fact that Caltrain comes into downtown - museums.  
 
- History Park and History San Jose, the San Jose Public Library System, Rosicrucian Museum, San Jose State University, 
National Hispanic University, Rosegarden Park, Alum Rock Park,Original Joes, Recycle Bookstore  
 
- history, diverse culture, climate, innovative business atmosphere 
 
- How well San Jose's people with diverse cultural heritages, languages, and religions live, work and play together are San 
Jose's greatest asset, and serving all their needs equally is San Jose's greatest challenge.  
 
- HP Pavilion large population 
 
- HP Pavilion, Children's Discovery Museum, Tech Museum of Innovation, Fairmont Hotel, Corporate Headquarters 
(Adobe, ebay, etc.), San Jose Sharks, Rose Garden, Convention Center,  
 
- HP Pavilion; Diridon Station; High tech company base; Light rail infrastructure 
 
- HP Pavilion; SJ State Event Ctr.; Center for the Performing Arts; Hotels: DoubleTree, Hilton, Fairmont; Adobe Systems 
 
- HP Pavillion and Santana Row.  
 
- HP Pavillion, Downtown SJ, and hopefully the future home of the Oakland Athletics 
 
- HP Pavillion, Great America 
 
- HP Pavillon, Tech Museum, Art Museum 
 
- HP Pavilon 
 
- Huge opportunities for in-fill and the densification of development within the exisiting city 
 
- I believe San Jose's significant assets is the fact that we are developing, especially in the downtown area. New 
restaurants and businesses are constantly being added that is helping people want to be downtown. 
 
- I consider as San Jose's most significant assets in no particular order its: (1) rich history, (2) diverse ethnicity, (3) 
established neighborhoods, (4) warm, sunny climate, (5) economic opportunities, and (6) stabile property values.  
 
- I consider high technology employers to be San Jose's most significant assets. 
 
- I consider San Jose's most significant assets to be its ethnic and cultural diversity, high innovation economy, public 
safety, clean living environment, public transportation services (VTA), public libraries, and its proximity to other 
attractive Bay Area destinations.  
 
- I discovered a wonderful, vibrant and complex city having moved here 20 years ago. I've lived in a half dozen other 
states in my 50 years and feel uniquely qualified to comment on what we have. I own a successful construction and 
remodeling business and believe that the climate, population and political atmosphere we enjoy is the envy of the entire 
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country. I've been married for 18 years and am raising three children who attend our excellent public school system. I 
feel very fortunate and am committed to doing my part to perpeuate this legacy with our democratically elected officials. 
 
- I enjoy all the outdoor events, the weather, outdoor eating, trails, variety of ethnic foods available, the recycling 
program and so much more. 
 
- I enjoy the diversity of leadership. I believe there is a strong desire for community collaboration. Arts, music, education, 
technology and political-social activism are encouraged. 
 
- I guess that it is somewhat clean. 
 
- I have no idea 
 
- I just love the diversity of people living in San Jose. I also love the multitude of restaurants and entertainment here. In 
addition to this, I adore the proximity to the Santa Cruz Mountains and the beaches. It is also cool to live so close to the 
Sierra Nevada mountains as well as Northern California's forests. We have the best weather of any city in America! I 
travel across the US each summer and I am so grateful that I call home, San Jose!  
 
- I like that it is multicultural and is starting to have more activity going on downtown.  
 
- I like the fact that it is a city, but doesn't feel like one. our downtown is unique. On weekends it is busy, not dead like in 
LA.  
 
- I like the fact that SJ is a very progressive city in most areas. 
 
- I live in North San Jose and it's a safe neighborhood with less poverty. Also, San Jose helps those who have fallen to the 
streets due to loss of jobs. Help to shelter and find jobs for them. It saddens me that anybody can fall to that level. It's not 
like they didn't want to work or were alcoholics. 
 
- I live in the Willow Glen area and I think the tree lined streets are very nice. I like being close to downtown San Jose so 
we can easily attend plays, Shark's games, concerts, etc.... We like the restaurants that are located in downtown San Jose, 
but we need more. I like the free concerts in the parks.  
 
- I love living downtown, where I can walk to clubs, restaurants, Music in the Park. I would love to see the live music 
scene that we had once in San Jose be revived. 
 
- I love San Jose for temperate weather - warm but not generally too hot in the summer, cold, but rarely freezing in the 
winter. I love that we are becoming a green city. The recycling program in this city is better than most. With the recent 
plans to ban non-reusable bags and build green city buildings, we are on the right track. This is one way we can be better 
than San Francisco, as so many seem to think is important. I don't think we can "compete" culturally with SF, but we can 
definitely be greener. I love San Jose for its diversity. Japanese, Chinese, Vietnamese, Mexican, Indian grocery stores are 
all easy to come by here and I love it! 
 
- I love San Jose! I like the fact that it is the 10th largest city in the US, but has a small town feel! I love that it is close to 
everything - the ocean, mountains, San Francisco, Carmel/Monterey, etc. You could spend a lengthy vacation right here at 
home and be entertained with day trips throughout the area. 
 
- I love that Downtown San Jose has all that a big city has - like a New York or Chicago - but on a smaller scale. 
 
- I love that San Jose has housing in and near downtown, so that I may walk to work. 
 
- I love the cultural diversity that can be seen walking down any street. 
 
- I LOVE the library system and use it weekly. Wish I didn't have to go to skanky San Francisco's theater district. If San 
Jose offered what the SF Orpheum theater offered, I'd be VERY happy. (Spamalot came! But I saw it in San Francisco, 
because they didn't sign up for San Jose until later.) 
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- I love the many things to do in San Jose. I publish the site Celebrate-Family.com and there are always events (cultural or 
sports related) to do each weekend. 
 
- I really like the density of downtown, and how there are starting to be more things to do.  
 
- I recently moved to San Jose for Grad school. I evaluated the program, then the place, San Jose. If the city did not provide 
mass transit, biking facilities, cultural institutions and social outlets for my sexual orientation, I would not have moved 
here. San Jose has these, albeit barely, the city is on its way to becoming a world class. The development of active transit 
options (not driving facilities) and environmental sustainability are two things the city needs to further develop to attract 
growth. Im on the fence! 
 
- I think as a woman, one of the best things for me is feeling like the city is fairly safe while walking around. And it seems 
that because of the college, there are lots of younger people around and it's fairly lively. I really enjoy the diverse 
activities downtown, and especially like some of the free outdoor activities in the summertime. 
 
- I think its most significant assets are both being an iconic hub of the technology industry and having a strong artistic 
community. 
 
- I think keeping San Jose one of the safest large cities in the United States should be our priority. Making sure we have 
adequately staffed public safety should be our asset. Our public safety staffing levels should reflect the needs that a 
population of million people will generate. 
 
- I think San Jose has the opportunity to be a leader in the green movement. The climate is perfect for people to be able to 
grow their own food. It could be our niche in the Bay Area.  
 
- I think san jose has wonderful job opportunities in diverse areas. I used to live in San Francisco and I had 3 low paying 
jobs but in San Jose I've always made more money doing the same type of work. 
 
- I think San Jose is doing a good job keeping the seniors busy and interested. It is important so they stay healthy. 
 
- I think San Jose most significant asset is the University it enables residents to recieve a higher educaiton at a lower cost 
right in their own backyard.  
 
- I think San Jose's best asset is it's potential. We are a big city that is on the brink of being really big. Now is the time to 
plan things right; in respects to things like green living, education, and economy. We have the potential to become the 
best big in America. 
 
- I think San Jose's most significant assets are its rich diversity of residents and its hard working City employees. In this 
very large city, the wealth and power of the cultural diversity is just waiting to be harvested. This wonderful diversity, I 
believe, makes San Jose a beautiful city now and even better in the future!  
 
- I think that San Jose has a great amount of talented artists and not very many avenues for us to show our art. 
 
- I think that the ability of the city to grow upward and open more green space will inhance all neighborhoods in the City.  
 
- I think the city's best assets are its historical buildings for example St. Joseph's Cathedral, The Museum of Art and The 
Saint Claire Hotel. 
 
- I think the San Jose culture and adversity  
 
- I think we are on the right path to making the downtown a more appetizing place to go. San Jose downtown has been 
boring for years. 
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- I think we have a good variety and balance between city life and rural life with the growth and development of city 
events (ie music in the park, jazz festival, left coast life) and near by Alum Rock Park. I think the cultural variety is great 
too. 
 
- I would consider as the most significant asset, it's diversity as well as the tech industry jobs. 
 
- I would consider the public transportation system, cultural facilities, and parks to be San Jose's most significant assets. 
 
- I would have to say that San Jose has many diverse cultures and distinct districts, which are an attraction to visitors. San 
Jose is also home to a variety of sports teams and affiliations, which also attract people from around the Bay Area. 
 
- Ideal geographic location for travel access, gentle weather for year round ease,cultural diversity that is gracious is in 
inviting people to join and discover.Available resources, schools and social services when needed and most important - 
An arts and cultural community that is dedicated and does not give up, works hard together and has the talent and vision 
to expand.  
 
- Ideas, jobs, higher education institutions, cultural diversity, and productive capacity.  
 
- Improvements in the down town area. Providing more for all ages-Children's-Tech Museum and the Art Museum. 
Having a movie theater and Christmas in the Park attracts people to downtown. 
 
- Improving downtown. 
 
- In a valley 
 
- In terms of places: SJMA, SJICA, The Rosicrucian Museum, History Park, MLK, great places to eat with live music (like 
Morocco's & The Poor House Bistro), Japan Town, The Rosagarden Area & Willow Glen Area.  
 
- In the past 30 years, the City of San Jose has committed to re-building the once abandoned downtown through 
Redevelopment efforts by attracting large businesses, class hotels, sports team, arts and cultural facilities, more 
appealing university (San Jose State) and finally, high-rise housing. With many years without a community living in the 
downtown, there has been a revival of life through its high-rise residential towers. With people here on a 24 hour a day 
basis, instead of just 8 hour business days, there will be a continuing demand for grocery stores, restaurants, small 
business merchants, department stores, etc. that will expand and help make San Jose a vibrant community.  
 
- Industry, Hightech, businesses, cultural diversity. 
 
- Industry, overall public safety, good neighborhoods. 
 
- Infrastructure 
 
- Innovated business culture, festivals,location 
 
- Innovation and Cultural Diversity Beautiful weather and growing parks and trails. 
 
- Innovation and diversity 
 
- Innovation and diversity. 
 
- innovation in computer/internet industry, low crime rate, culturally diverse population, nice weather, great libraries, 
great hiking trails and open space reserves. 
 
- Innovation in technology, sense of community.  
 
- Innovation, creativity, passion, drive. The people are our most significant assets. More tangible things would be: The 
rose gardens, lawn bowling at Willow Street park, summer music series at various parks and shopping areas, all the 
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things we have for children: discovery museum, Happy Hollow; all the parks and playgrounds, especially all the ones with 
water features. The DeAnza Hotel and the Saint Claire Hotel. Original Joe's. 
 
- Innovation, great weather, high tech businesses, commitment to environmental stewardship 
 
- innovation, heritage, weather and geography 
 
- Innovation, Very Creative Artists w/ the potential to create amazing cultural events for the city, the galleries/South First 
Fridays, Great Community-Feel with the involvement/collaborations with businesses, family friendly, Beautiful outdoor 
activities/hiking trails, The Sharks, the MLK Jr. Library, the beginning of more affordable housing downtown (to draw 
community & businesses there). 
 
- Innovation. 
 
- Innovative attitude, hillside open space, collaboration between the public and private (and non-profit) sectors, diversity, 
generally positive attitude of its people 
 
- Innovative spirit of Silicon Valley; cultural diversity; potential corporate wealth for investment in community; great 
weather!  
 
- Innovative technologies and industries 
 
- Innovative Technologists 
 
- Innovative workforce, growing arts and culture sector 
 
- innovative, entrepreneurial spirit 
 
- Intellectual base; opportunity to control future growth and direction; area history 
 
- Interesting downtown areas. 
 
- interesting smart people in the area 
 
- It diversed population. 
 
- It has a nice feel for such a large city, and it's close enough to get away to the ocean, wine country, Bay by car or 
hopefully public trans. 
 
- It has the greatest potential to become a culturally important center  
 
- It is a city with variety (but I don't like it) 
 
- It is a larger city without most of the big city problems. We have some of the advantages of being a big city, hockey and 
soccer team. We don't have a huge problem with crime or pollution of a big city. 
 
- It is a safe city, and seems to be building a fun downtown environment with great entertainment. 
 
- It is a very diverse community. 
 
- It is an exceptionally safe large city. 
 
- It is equidistant to San Francisco, Santa Cruz, Monterey County, and not far too far from the Tahoe area to make it 
impossible to visit occasionally. We have the ocean, the mountains, and the city fairly close at all times. 
 
- It is in in close proximity to many different types of recreational and vacation areas and its climate is typically good. 
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- It is not as chaotic as bigger cities (like San Francisco) but has just enough of an urban feel to it. 
 
- It is situated in a beautiful valley - location, location, location and its diversity. 
 
- It is the tenth largest city in US. It has a spirit of inovation. The downtown is finally coming to life. I love the new city 
hall.  
 
- It used to be job opportunies. Close enough to cultural activites in San Francisco and to outstanding state parks. 
 
- It was the ability to live here as a family.  
 
-  it's a big city with out the big city hassles - it has great weather - it's very diverse - it has the potential to lead the nation 
in green technology 
 
- It's a clean city and has low crime rate, diversity of cultural backgrounds. 
 
- It's a large city with great diversity. 
 
- it's a relatively safe place to live.  
 
- It's a safe city. It has some strong neighborhood associations. It has theater, music, great festivals (Jazz and Mariachi).  
 
- it's a technological powerhouse...its open trails...light rail...Diridon station (elaborated in #23) 
 
- Its ability to generate innovative solutions because of people's ability and will to collaborate beyond industry borders.  
 
- Its air of tranquility compared to other major Bay Area cities, its generally good governance (especially compared to 
Oakland and San Francisco), and its perfect weather (especially compared to San Francisco's gloom and chill).  
 
- It's airport. It's roads and freeways to get you to your destination quickly, with a minimum of clogged gridlock.  
 
- It's citizens and their repsective families 
 
- It's Citizens, It's culture, It's history, and it's open space. 
 
- Its climate and appealing valley setting; its highly innovative industrial base; its liberal encouragement of 
environmental improvement and of the fine and popular arts; and its endorsement of sports both for entertainment and 
for health.  
 
- It's close proximity to the beach, the Cuban Restaurant in San Pedro Square, Willow Glen's outdoor shopping 
neighborhood (needs better restaurants and a theatre!), California Theatre. 
 
- It's Community and Senior Centers and Parks because they are open to all. The staff is always working for the 
community. 
 
- Its creative, artistic and innovative culture base. 
 
- It's cultural and ethnic diversity, its weather, and the beautiful views of the hills. 
 
 
- Its cultural diversity, growing number of cultural and entertainment options( festivals, music , etc). 
 
- It's cultural diversity. 
 
- It's cultural values! 
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- It's diverse and intelligent residents 
 
- Its diverse and somewhat "homegrown" water supply 
 
- It's diverse community, historical buildings, and sense of community.  
 
- It's diverse culture and innovative spirit. 
 
- Its diverse population 
 
- It's diverse population 
 
- Its diverse population and economy. The direction of the arts and culture- SJ Museum of Art and San Jose ICA. The 
beautiful theaters that need more funding, restoration and events held inside.  
 
- It's diverse population with diverse interests. 
 
- Its diverse, forward-thinking population. 
 
- Its diversity 
 
- It's diversity 
 
- it's diversity 
 
- It's diversity 
 
- It's diversity and environmentally based policies. 
 
- It's diversity and it's nearness to a full range of activities.  
 
- it's diversity and safety 
 
- Its diversity and strong community organizations striving for better education and open space 
 
- IT'S DIVERSITY AND THE FESTIVITIES THAT ACCOMIDATE EACH ONE. I LOVE TO LEARN ABOUT THE PEOPLE I LIVE 
AROUND AND I CAN APPRIECIATE THEM AND RESPECT THEM ON ANOTHER LEVEL. 
 
- Its diversity and the opportunities of infill development.  
 
- Its diversity and wide range of cultural events, music, food and services. 
 
- It's Diversity as a Community in which to live in and as an employeer, one in which you work for. 
 
- It's diversity in culturals 
 
- Its diversity in culture, VTA, Music in the Park, Santana Row, walk/jog/bike trails, airport. 
 
- It's diversity of cultures 
 
- Its diversity of events and restaurants, the event/arts festivities available, the push towards greening, the trails for 
walking/biking available and more to come hopefully, with open space/parks especially in the downtown core areas. 
 
- its diversity of people 
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- Its diversity, history (Valley of Hearts Delight), and its weather. 
 
- Its diversity, its climate, its identifiable neighborhoods, the accessibility of its leadership (the last one makes it different 
from LA where I was raised). 
 
- It's diversity, location and UNTAPPED opportunities for becoming an arts destination that rivals its reputation as a 
technology center. Arts and technology/science/math are intertwined in so many ways, why are arts so under-
represented and under-funded in this city!? 
 
- its diversity, neighborhood associations, suburban environment 
 
- It's diversity, weather, and proximity to world class entertainment (Santa Cruz/Monterey, Tahoe, Yosemite, Napa 
Valley) 
 
- Its diversity. 
 
- Its diversity. 
 
- It's diversity. 
 
- It's diversity. 
 
- its diversity. it has many different communities within it that should be encouraged to flourish, each having its own 
distinct identity.  
 
- It's diversity. It's University. It's private high schools. It's museums. It's High Tech employers. It's variety of ethnic 
restaurants. It's downtown.  
 
- It's diversity. It's varity of employment. 
 
- Its diversity. San Jose is host to residents who, I think, are "salt of the earth" folks who, by and large, work hard and are 
not desirous of being any other than who they are.  
 
- it's diversity. the mixture of the old and new. 
 
- Its diversity; great weather; interesting people from all over the world, many of whom are fairly well educated; 
tolerance (a prevailing live and let live attitude); people who are willing to take risks, who are innovative and seem to 
have a pioneering can-do spirit; a rich multicultural heritage (which, sadly, may be San Jose's best-kept secret. most 
people don't know about this.) 
 
- its diversity; it's willingness to try new thing; its landscape and open spaces 
 
- It's downtown area with its mix of historical and contemporary buildings and lush gardens/river areas. The rich history 
of San Jose in terms of its past (agriculture) and recent history (high tech) and its multicultural diversity 
 
- Its downtown- even though it lacks certain aspects of a complete metropolitan center, the work that has already been 
completed has made downtown San Jose a very beatiful place. 
 
- it's employees 
 
- It's extensive diversity. 
 
- It's geographic position. From here you can get to just about any destination - SF, the coast, the mountains, etc. The 
potential to become a leader among the most progressive ideas in the nation; whether clean technology, smart growth, or 
planning that actively promotes alternative transit. All that is needed is greater political will. 
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- it's geograpic location 
 
- its history 
 
- It's History and it's diversity of people.  
 
- Its History and maintaining its original architecture downtown San Jose 
 
- Its history, diversity, neighborhoods, residents, older/historic residential and commercial building stock. 
 
- Its history, landmarks, the diverse community as a whole. 
 
- Its innovation in electronics to technology. 
 
- It's large base of highly-skilled, well-educated people. 
 
- Its large well known companies that reside here in San Jose. 
 
- It's leaders, diverse community, educational institutions, Int'l Airport.  
 
- It's library system is superb, but that may be a personal bias.  
 
- It's live theatre, comedy clubs, sports arena and a few good restaurants.  
 
- Its lively culture and dramatic arts events 
 
- It's located in the heart of he silicon valley where most technology companies can be found 
 
- It's location - close to coast, mountains and valleys. The weather. 
 
- Its location and climate: easy access to mountains, beach, culture of north Bay, Sierras. Universities and tech companies 
bring salaries, intelligence, and creativity which seeks outlets 
 
- It's location at the heart of Silicon Valley and its association with technological creativity and ingenuity. The weather!!! 
The older parts of dowtown with beautiful architecture that have been preserved rather than torn down (i.e the 
California Theater). San Jose State University. The San Jose Sharks and the HP Pavilion. Established, beautiful 
neighborhoods like the Rose Garden and Willow Glen.  
 
- Its location is convenient. For example, it is not too far from Santa Cruz, it is convenient for going to Berkeley without 
crossing bridge and San Francisco is not too far. However, it is still not a "real" city like San Francisco. 
 
- Its location on the penisula. 
 
- It's location to the rest of the state. We are right in the midddle of it all. 
 
- It's moderate income disparity compaired to some cities of it's size. It's proximity to a variety of events. The 
development of park trails! 
 
- It's multi-cultural basis, all the great restaurants, events, fairs, festivals, etc. 
 
- its neighborhoods 
 
- Its neighboroods, its diversity, its history and historic character/fabric (what's left of it). 
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- its new young leaders who have come into office these past couple years. they have come in with a level head, looking 
into our future while tackling current issues. its leaders like these with an interest in their city that will enable san jose's 
growth. 
 
- Its Nightlife and (improved, visitor,people friendly) like San Diego's Downtown. In San Diego, Nightclub goeres enjoy 
bar hoping and enjoy going to restaurants without being harrassed by the local police. It's very, very friendly! Please 
make us all proud for having a friendly police department. 
 
- Its open space and the hills free of development.  
 
- Its parks and green areas, the opera, and San Jose State University. 
 
- Its past and historic uniqueness.  
 
- It's people 
 
- its people & wide open spaces (land) 
 
- Its people and form of government. 
 
- It's people and it's potential to be a truly great city 
 
- Its People and the communities they live in. 
 
- its people, it location - opportunity for it to succeed economically and industrially and its cultural diversity 
 
- Its people. 
 
- Its people. 
 
- It's people. 
 
- It's people. They willingly jump in to volunteer and work to improve their neighborhoods.  
 
- It's Police. 
 
- Its potential 
 
- Its potential to be something-to grow in a meaningful, purposeful way. San Francisco and Oakland have "plateaued", but 
San Jose has the potential for continued strong growth. Hopefully, that growth is guided properly.  
 
- It's potential to become the center and capitol of Silicon Valley and a world class city.  
 
- Its pretty. 
 
- It's a modern (developing) city full of parks and well-developed communities; the high-tech industry; ethnic diversity; 
proximity to Pacific coast, mountains, & San Francisco bay area. 
 
- It's proximity to both sides of the bay, an international airport, convention center, Sharks, HP Pavilion, SJSU. 
 
- It's proximity to other cities that have fun things to do. San Jose is a pretty boring place, but it's nice to be so close to 
Mountain View, Santa Cruz, and San Francisco.  
 
- Its proximity to San Francisco and the beach. San Jose is not a destination city.  
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- It's proximity to the mountains, the coastline, and other Bay Area atttractions such as top universities and awesome 
natural wonders. 
 
- Its public libraries, community centers, and anti-gang initiatives. 
 
- It's remaining architecturally significant buildings and neighborhoods. Better multi-use downtown and architecturally 
significant new buildings, multi-use (like Tokyo for example - especially if you grow upwards. Emphasize, enhance and 
develop those with stronger streetscapes and separation from major traffic routes (the current Bird Avenue is a 
ridiculous waste of space and is a major source of congestion when it gets south of Coe. Narrow the street (not just with 
lane markers, but with widened sidewalks and median space and plantings - downtown too, not just in front of the 
Fairmont. 
 
- It's residents. 
 
- Its rich diversity of people and the weather. 
 
- it's size and potential.  
 
- Its status as "Capital of Silicon Valley". 
 
- Its strong workforce and proximity to area universities. 
 
- Its tech-based economy 
 
- Its technological jobs as a part of silicon valley 
 
- it's walkability; centralized down town sector 
 
- It's weather, the accessibility of cultural events and places. 
 
- its weather. certainly not its bureacracy 
 
- It's willingness to improve the atmosphere of downtown. 
 
- it's within "Silicon Valley" 
 
- I've lived in San Jose for over 35 years, so I speak from experience. San Jose is centrally located for tourist activities and 
day trips. We are an hour from the beach, local wineries, the redwoods and San Francisco. San Jose is less than 90 
minutes from the Carmel/Monterey Area (17 Mile Drive, Monterey Bay Aquarium). For snow-goers we are about three 
hours Tahoe, Reno, etc. Finally, places like Great America, local reservoirs, museums and numerous local festivals are in 
our own back yard. 
 
- Job creation and growth 
 
- JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
 
- job opportunities, agreeable climate 
 
- Job opportunities, cultural diversity 
 
- job opportunities, diverse housing stock 
 
- Job Opportunities, Proximity to many desirable locations 
 
- Job opportunity 
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- Jobs 
 
- Jobs 
 
- jobs 
 
- Jobs - it used to be the small town atmosphere because people weren't afraid to let their children come out and play. 
 
- jobs safety 
 
- JOBS! 
 
- Jobs, entrepreneurial environment, weather 
 
- jobs, safety 
 
- jobs, safety, environment (weather, greenbelt/trails, clean air and streets) 
 
- Jobs, the sharks 
 
- JOBS, TRANSPORTATION..... 
 
- Jobs, weather, proximity to ocean and mountains. 
 
- Jobs, weather, technology, accessibility to everything. 
 
- Jobs. 
 
- Jogging/Biking Trails, San Jose Museum of Art, and the San Jose Earthquakes MLS team. The weather is nice too. 
 
- Just moving in so don't really know.  
 
- keeping high tech companies to maintain their bussiness in San Jose. 
 
- King Library & San Jose State; concentration of arts venues downtown; climate; diversity 
 
- King Library, !st street arts district, California Thester, Municiple Rose garden, Guadelupe Bike trail 
 
- Knowledgeable business executives 
 
- lack of pretense; ethnic food 
 
- Land is the first that comes to mind, then, its innovation, mixed communities and weather. 
 
- land space,amount of people,diversity,jobs,wages; 
 
- Large area and variety of entertainment and education. 
 
- Large base of less expensive housing 
 
- Large city in the Bay Area. Lots of resources and great weather.  
 
- large city with homegrown relationship among it's residences. In the downtown many trees, represents a sense of 
excitement and love of life. Great weather and the advancement of technology. 
 
- Large City with low crime. 
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 -Large and diverse population. Empower the best and allow San Joseans to develop the character and identity of the 
area. -San Jose is often put down as "a big city that isn't a big city". You can't deny that in either the positive or negative 
senses. San Jose has yet to find how to use that to advantage. 
 
- large downtown area and in the middle of silicon valley 
 
- large enough to participate in world economic, cultural, political and entertainment events but small enough to be able 
to get away and break from it when needed. 
 
- Large expanse of land area in the city's domain that can be used to improve options for recreation locally. 
 
- Large urban center in the Bay Area. 
 
- Large, well-educated population, good weather 
 
- Largest City in the Bay Area, International Airport, Hiking and Biking trails. 
 
- Leading high tech industry, diverse population base, future transportation hub for the entire Bay Area (Freeways, 
Caltrain, HSR, LRT), and safety. 
 
- less high rise buildings which hold alot of people on city streets and we have alot of trees.  
 
- libraries employees 
 
- Libraries, parks, schools, & neighborhoods. Lots of individual opportunities and pleasant environment. Officials that 
care. Comfort. Friendly and helpful. 
 
- Libraries, schools, parks, Santana Row, Tech Museum 
 
- Libraries, Trails,  
 
- LIBRARY 
 
- Light rail access to downtown / SJSU Express bus on El Camino Santa Clara County health care Silicon Valley tech 
culture 
 
- light rail, Tech Museum, HP Pavillion, Children's Discovery,Performing Arts, libraries, Christmas in the Park 
 
- Light rail. I very much improved downtown. Cultural diversity 
 
- Light rail; Redeveloped and beautiful downtown area with many options of restaurants, parks, events, music and fairly 
easy accessibility; SJ Sharks; Diverse culture and backgrounds in leadership positions.  
 
- Livabiity, safety, it's just the right size - not too big, not to small. 
 
- Livable neighborhoods, accessible downtown, trails, parks and greenspace 
 
- Live Theater, Indie Cinema, Restaurants, low crime rate, reasonable or free parking, diversity 
 
- Lively and livable downtown and surrounding neighborhoods, and jobs along North 1st street corridor. Both are easily 
accessible via bike or public transit. 
 
- Living and working close to light rail is great. 
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- Locate in a valley between 2 beautiful mountain ranges and on the edge of one of the most spectacular water features 
on earth; which provides a setting suitable for some of the best natural and recreation opportunities. Best weather in the 
world for being outside. Located w/i a concentration of world class educational institutions producing and attracting big 
thinkers. Location that has attracted folks from all over the world resulting in diverse cultural influences. Proximity to a 
major world class but approachable and compact CITY without actually living in it. 
 
- location 
 
- Location 
 
- Location 
 
- Location 
 
-  Location as big city containing or near many innovative companies. - San Jose Jazz Festival, Metro Fountain Blues 
Festival, Cinequest, Music in the Park, weeknight outdoor movies - California Theater: Old movies, San Jose Opera, and 
Silicon Valley Symphony are all great to see there. - Rosecrucian Museum - Winchester Mystery House - Nice weather. 
 
- location & climate 
 
- Location (bay area), fantastic climate, green and technology industry 
 
- Location (Silicon Valley) 
 
- Location - capital of Silicon Valley is justified; weather is near perfect, surroundings are beautiful 
 
- Location and cultural opportunities and activities 
 
- Location and innovation. 
 
- Location and its endless possibilties to be a great place. I think San Jose has a good foundation, but we need the tools 
and the support to move in the right direction. 
 
- Location and Silicon Valley Industry & Research Capacity 
 
- location in Bay Area, CA - close to jobs, proximity to San Francisco, good weather 
 
- location in Silicon Valley 
 
- location in terms of the entire bay area, not too congested like san francisco and offers a lot of big city entertainment in 
a safer environmnet. 
 
- Location in the Bay Area, access to open space and natural areas, multi-ethnic population, proximity to technical 
resources and know-how, proximity to world-class educational institutions. 
 
- Location in the Bay Area. Recreation opportunities in and around San Jose. 
 
- location location location! 
 
- Location near San Jose' State University, Norman Y. Mineta airport, downtown entertainment, clean and clear 
atmisohere, Pacific Ocean, San Francisco, Sacramento, Lake Tahoe and Silicon Valley. Temperare weather, warm 
summers, cool winters, warm/cool falls and springs. Diverse population; whites, asians, hispanics. Rich and diverse 
population, housing, history and culture. 
 
- Location Parks Rivers Wetlands Universities (SJSU, SCU, Stanford) Willow Glen Little Saigon Filipinos Valley of Heart's 
Delight 
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- Location recognition. San Jose claims to be the Capital of Silicon Valley, we need to use that. The name of the city is 
overshadowed by the mystique of the power of Silicon Valley. 
 
- Location relative to great technology companies. 
 
- Location- the great weather, proximity to high paying jobs and quality educational institutions, cultural diversity, access 
to a variety of outdoor activities and events. 
 
- Location-great educational institutions, weather, heart of Silicon Valley and its innovators. 
 
- location, closeness to San Francisco and to other places such as the Beach, the mountains.  
 
- Location, jobs, and good neighborhoods 
 
- Location, jobs, safety 
 
- Location, Leading Companies, Potential for parks & open space, Advances in neighborhood development (Strong 
Neighborhoods), Development potential (opportunity for true smart growth) 
 
- Location, location, location. 
 
- Location, location, location. 
 
- Location, location, location. Potential. 
 
- Location, location, location. We have wonderful weather, nature, in all its glory, surrounds us, and everything you could 
want is a short trip away. 
 
- Location, pool of highly educated people. 
 
- Location, weather and availability of housing.  
 
- Location, weather conditions, easy access to it from multiple areas.  
 
- Location, weather, economy, jobs, education opps. 
 
- Location, weather, Sharks 
 
- Location, weather. 
 
- Location,location, location! 
 
- Location,weather and California's first City and State capitol. 
 
- Location. Proximity to mountains,beachs,forrests. 
 
- location; proximity to other destinations diversity beautiful older neighborhoods; victorian homes great restaurants in 
downtown san jose  
 
- Long-term residents who really care about San Jose and its history. 
 
- lot of shopping easily accessible 
 
- Lots of activities going on across the sity 
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- Lots of activities offered downtown. Special events like Christmas in the Park, Tapesty Talent event, festivals. Small 
town feel in a big city. 
 
- Lots of beautiful, affordable housing; proximity to jobs; nice neighborhoods; central location near outdoor destinations 
(ie, the ocean, hiking, bicycling trails) 
 
- Lots of different areas that offer families different things (i.e. shopping centers, downtown area, SJSU, performing arts 
center, and great restaurant options). 
 
- Lots of libraries (but we need a few more) city parks (but we need lots more) willow st bramhall park and Roosevelt 
park are nice as well as the Guadalupe River park. Public transportation (but we need more extensive light rail routes) 
Cultural events such as live music Environmentally friendly programs (ex. recycling and reduction of waste) 
 
- Lots of new libraries, relatively safe to walk/bike outdoors. 
 
- Lots of parking lots downtown that are ripe for redevelopment. 
 
- Lots of trees citywide, the walkability of downtown, parks near neighborhoods, feeling of safety, culltural events near 
home,  
 
- Lots of trees, trails, lots of activities to do like the SJ Jazz festival 
 
- Love all the live music and cultural events.  
 
- lovely parks, city & county proximity to all of bay area 
 
- low crime activities downtown 
 
- Low crime rate compare to other big cities. 
 
- Low crime rate Family-friendly 
 
- Low crime rate, great economy, innovation 
 
- Low crime rate. Parks like Kelly Park with historic museum and Japanese garden. Annual Jazz Festival and other music 
events. 
 
- Low crime rates 
 
- Low crime, clean streets, nice neighborhoods, convenient airport, good number/variety of arts venues 
 
- low crime, good climate, many opportunities, technical influence 
 
- LOW CRIME, HIGH TECH BASE, INNOVATION, SUPPORT FOR ARTS & CULTURE 
 
- Low crime, SJ Sharks (and HP Pavillion), Discovery Museum/Tech Museum  
 
- Low homicide rate for the city size, proximity to a variety of popular areas (San Francisco, Monterey, Santa Cruz, 
Sacramento), public transportation system 
 
- Low housing density, safe, graffiti-free, easy parking and shopping community. (clean up graffiti on street and personal 
properties) 
 
- Lower population than many, active public participation, great people, many great city staff members 
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-Magnificent climate -Ethnic and Cultural Diversity -Proximity to the ocean, the mountains, wine country, Carmel and San 
Francisco -Distinctive neighborhoods that give a small town atmosphere while being the 10th largest city in the U.S. -City 
interest in input from residents 
 
-museums -HP Pavilion  
 
 
- Major city. Smart employees. 
 
- Malls and shopping. economically profitable 
 
- Malls, arterial streets, climate, topography,  
 
- Many excellent places/opportunities to work and volunteer at, SJSU provides good-value education (quality education 
at a reasonable price) 
 
- Marvelous weather; innovative and creative libraries and community centers/activities;  
 
- Mayor Chuck Reed 
 
- mayor reed 
 
- Mayor Reed Santana Row Mission Museums Theaters Police Valley Fair Westfield Fire Dept. San Jose State Hospitals 
Sharks Tank Pretty Down Town 
 
- Mediterranean climate and easy access to hiking trails in surrounding mountains. 
 
- metro area with wide variety things to see and do for all ages 
 
- Mexican heritage plaza- Mariachi Festival Libraries SJSU creek trail diversity Alum Rock Park  
 
- Mid-rise and high rise residents in the downtown area surrounded by restaurants, cultural events/museums, and 
downtown festivals. 
 
- Mild climate and an enviroment that makes for a pleasant place to live.  
 
- Mild, mediterranean climate encourages a wide variety of recreational activities such as festivals, hiking and 
biking,participation in organized sports and outdoor dining with a wide choice of cultural food. 
 
- mixed culture population, many ways to succeed and make a good life for families 
 
- Montgomery Theater LG Creek Trail Guadalupe River Trail Kelley Park Winchester Mystery House HP Pavilion The Rep 
Theater Childrens Musical Theater (CMT) Tapestry Arts Festival Libraries 
 
- more & caring police in the not so affiluent neighborhood, no illegal alians living on our welfare system. 
 
- more business in the city 
 
- More great arts and cultral events 
 
- More revenue attractions, HP Pavilion, new baseball stadium in downtown SJ, 
 
- Most significant assets ..San Jose California 1. fantastic weather 2. Location : proximity to San Francisco and Santa Cruz 
3. Safety/security : police and emergency response 4. HP Arena ..home of the San Jose Sharks and entertainment 
(possible improvement at HP ..attract additional pro sports events !!) 
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- Most things are conveniently located. 
 
- Movie Theatres 
 
- Multi cultural aspect of the city 
 
- multi-cultural and relatively low-crime rate. Job opportunities. Close to San Francisco. Good mass transit. 
 
- Multi-Cultural Diveristy 
 
- multi-ethnic environment, cultural activities, resturants and eating establishments, sporting activities,climate to the 
seasons and little to no humidity,vibrant downtown accessability,new airport facilities,and accessability to all of the 
bayarea actvities. 
 
- multicultural diversity; arts and cultural options including festivals 
 
- Multicultural environment Friendly people Safe community Great weather High tech IQ 
 
- Multicultural population Location, between the bay area cities SF Oakland, and the beaches, Santa Cruz, Monterey, Big 
Sur 
 
- Multiculturalism and high tech mecca! 
 
- Municipal water...because it makes money. 
 
- Mural projects that reflect san jose's culture in the public sphere. They really do serve the purpose of city beautification.  
 
- Museum of Art 
 
- Museum San Jose National Hispanic University San Jose State University 
 
- Museum, Art, things for children:) Eduction for children , keeping jobs for older people over fifty:) 
 
- Museums 
 
- Museums 
 
- Museums 
 
- Museums (especially the Tech Museum), theatre, OSJ, Ballet San Jose, Jazz Festival, all the free and inexpensive events in 
downtown San Jose, such as Christmas In the Park, restaurants from those moderately-priced to the expensive, the Arena 
(which should be having twice as many events, downtown housing which keeps people in the downtown area... 
 
- Museums (the Tech, SJMA), theaters (the Rep, California), festivals and events (e.g. SJ Jazz, Music in the Park), a vibrant 
downtown with exciting places to dine and be with friends or make new ones, the Sharks! 
 
- Museums and libraries 
 
- Museums and live theater. 
 
- MUSEUMS RESTAURANTS CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 
 
- Museums, colleges, airport 
 
- Museums, Great weather, Ethnic neighborhoods, Innovative Tech businesses, Sharks and Earthquakes sports teams. 
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- museums, libraries, colleges, and parks 
 
- museums, music, convention center potential 
 
- museums, parks, Japanese Tea Garden, professional soccer. OPEN HAPPY HOLLOW!!!!! Seriously. I feel ridiculous 
answering a survey about the future when you can't even afford to operate the park and zoo.  
 
- Museums, parks/trails, festivals 
 
- museums, sport team (sharks) 
 
- museums.  
 
- Museums: Art, Tech, Discovery, History Communities: distinct neighborhoods, diversity Economy: Opportunity, large 
businesses, start-ups, support systems 
 
- Music in the park. 
 
- Musuem, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library, Music, Rep, Center for Performing Arts and Art studios 
 
- Musuems and Parks. 
 
- n/a 
 
- na 
 
- Natural beauty, weather, proximity to mountains/ocean, hi-tech companies, clean environment. 
 
- Natural beauty; educated population; lovely climate;most neighborhoods feel safe  
 
- Natural location, bounded by hills and open space, naturally defining the urban area. Part of Silicon Valley high tech 
economy providing jobs and resources. Plenty of space within the city limits to develop and densify in a planned way 
without sprawling outward.  
 
- Near an Airport, in the heart of the Silicon Valley and the weather. 
 
- Nearly excellent local international airport, nearly non-existant graffiti, Alum Rock park and access to the mountains to 
the east, good bike lanes & trails, vibrant downtown, great cultural diversity & cooperation, green vision. 
 
- Need more clarification on the question. but I think jobs, since San Jose is known as the heart of Silicon Valley.  
 
- Neighborhood parks and trails are a great asset to San Jose. 
 
- Neighborhoods 
 
- Neighborhoods can still have a 'small town' feeling. 
 
- Neighborhoods, diversity, economic vitality (most of the time), weather 
 
- Neighboring community colleges support quality education.  
 
- New, modern, revitalized downtown with many assorted attrctive destinations. 
 
- newest community centers/libraries Westfield Mall-Oakridge Rep Theater Arena trails Almaden Lake/Park 
 
- Nice area parks and decent Arts/Museum choices. 
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- nice climate beautiful natural surroundings highly-educated population large variety of ethnic backgrounds 
 
- Nice flat city, easy to get around. good potential 
 
- Nice neighborhoods 
 
- Nice parks for children. 
 
- nice weather 
 
- night life 
 
- Night Life  
 
- No comment 
 
- no opinion 
 
- Non materialistic people. 
 
- none 
 
- None - not enough going on in SJ 
 
- not applicable 
 
- Not having a large city feel... 
 
- not many 
 
- Not much unfortunately, apart from location and proximity to open space (east hills and Santa Cruz mountains) 
 
- Not much. Too spread out and Downtown needs allot of help. Clubs and Bars should not have as strong a presence. 
Needs to become a classier, world class destination. It is not as of now. 
 
- Not overpopulated as of yet, but it's getting there. 
 
- not sure 
 
- Not sure. I like the availability of tech jobs, and the surrounding green spaces. 
 
- Number one asset = fabulous weather promote trails, parks for outdoor activities, good restaurants, ethnically diverse 
restaurants, annual outdoor activities such as Christmas in the Park, Music in the Park, Tapestry and Talent etc. 
 
- Number one: the diversity, creativity and open-mindedness of San Jose's residents. It also has some wonderful 
neighborhoods and places, particularly Willow Glen, parts of Downtown, Naglee Park, Shasta/Hanchett, the Rosegarden, 
etc. 
 
- Of the many significant assets, San Jose is blest with good weather, ethnic and cultural diversity, and an evolving 
community spirit that seeks to make it a fun and safe place to live, work, and play. 
 
- offerings of nightlife, arts and entertainment, sporting events, wide array of job choices and promotion of a green 
economy.  
 
- Older neighborhoods and architecture. 
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- One of our best assets is San Jose's attempt to provide a variety of cuturally rich events with festivals, museums and live 
entertainment.  
 
- One of our most significant assests is our location, and because of our location our lovely weather. These things alone 
draw people to live and work here.  
 
- One of San Jose's most significant assets is the breadth of knowledge and intelligence that its residents have. Many 
landed here due to the internet explosion and I think the region is waiting for the next big thing to sink our collective 
teeth into. 
 
- One of the best assets of San Jose is the rich diversity this city has. For a city with a population of over 1 million 
residents, it has the diversity of a rich Vietnamese and Mexican American population. No where in the Bay Area can 
people go to find better Vietnamese and Mexican food than in San Jose.  
 
- One of the safest big cities I know. 
 
- One of the Safest Big City in the Nation. 
 
- One of the strongest assets that the City has is its strong relationship to its neighborhoods and commitment to meeting 
their needs. Because the City is able to develop and maintain such strong ties, it sets an example for other cities and 
neighborhoods to come together and create a meaningful plan for the betterment and sustainability of health 
communities. 
 
- One of the things I like best about San Jose is the growing number of public events (festivals, music, etc.) that bring 
together San Jose's diverse population. 
 
- Ongoing cultural events. Parks and trails to walk/hike. Wonderful restaurants. 
 
- Open hillsides surrounding San Jose. Close proximity to shopping and entertainment. Economy based on technology and 
innovation. Educated people. Trails and parks. Diversity. 
 
- Open Space 
 
- Open Space and bike trails 
 
- open space area 
 
- Open space in hills, trails, San Jose Sharks, Recreational facilities (eg. hockey) 
 
- Open space surrounding the City, cultural diversity, downtown summer music events such as the Jazz Festival and 
Music in the Park, and San Jose Bike Party!  
 
- Open Space Trail system linked to Penninsula trails Santana Row Tech Museum  
 
- Open Space, high tech companies, Parks & Trails, Libraries 
 
- Open space, parks and trees 
 
- open space, weather 
 
- Open spaces, culture of innovation, culture of diversity. 
 
- Open-minded "bay area" sense of acceptance of all people 
 
- Open-space, suburban look even as it has passed the 1 million resident mark. 
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- Opera San Jose, San Jose Institute of Contemporary Art, San Jose Jazz, San Jose REP, San Jose Museum of Art 
 
- Opera San Jose, San Jose Rep, Tech Museum, SJMA, Cesar Chavez park with its fountain 
 
- Opportunities in the work force because it is diverse and accessible. 
 
- Our accessibility to San Francisco, Santa Cruz and Monterey. Having had alot of exposure to different groups ocming 
into the city, people have said they enjoy the small town feel but feel like we lack anything that really draws people to San 
Jose. Suggestions have been adding something like a Union Square with shops and plenty of parking. I also feel like we 
need to promote ourselves much better as a destination and focus on specific target markets. Most attendees that come 
into the city are not aware that we have a Japantown with great restaurants, they only see downtown. 
 
- Our asset is being the Capitol of the Silicon Valley. It should be a draw for visitors but there aren't many things here to 
do. We should have a baseball team, but that stadium should also have great acoustics for musical performances. HP is 
horrible for concert, and the stairs are too steep. There was no forethought in its design and hopefully we do not make 
that same mistake again if we do get to build the stadium. Obviously there would be more than one use for this stadium; I 
would hope some forethought would go into building it and other buildings, as to what the advantages would be in the 
long run, for the entire city not just those involved at the moment. 
 
- Our beautiful weather 
 
- OUR CALIFORNIA THEATER OUR SYMPHONY IN PARTICULAR; OUR OPERA AND OUR BALLET DOWNTOWN RAIL 
SYSTEM FAIRMONT HOTEL SPORTS ARENA 
 
- Our diverse community. Let's celebrate the 1st generation Mexicans and Vietnamese and how they contribute to the 
vitality of the City versus relegating them to the ghetto of East san Jose. 
 
- Our diverse ethnic communities 
 
- Our diversity and willingness to accept it. My community includes people of many backgrounds, ages, and lifestyle 
choices all of which you can meet at the park or as you walk down the street.  
 
- Our diversity is our most precious asset. It is also our greatest challenge.Our willingness to come to the table and work 
together to keep our city safe is strong. 
 
- Our diversity, the University, unique neighborhoods, cultural happenings 
 
- Our downtown area is relativly safe due to the fine work of the SJPD. Jobs are in SanJose or close by, and the airport 
needs to be able to expand further to compete with SFO. 
 
- Our environmentally minded community. 
 
- Our festivals 
 
- Our fundamental belief that innovation can solve anything! 
 
- Our growing Airport. 
 
- OUR HIKING AND BIKING TRAILS AND THE ROSE GARDEN 
 
- Our history and cultural assets. We should celebrate and encourage more emphasis on what made our city of San Jose 
what it is today. 
 
- Our history, climate, diversity, economical wellness, innovation, home to hundreds of recognized companies and 
organizations. 
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- our infrastructure 
 
- Our intelligence, our pride in our city, and our desire to make it better for the future. And also the San Jose Sharks. =) 
 
- our leadership, not only in the bay area, but the country, in sustainable living as evident in our city facilities. 
 
- Our location in the SF bay area 
 
- Our most significant asset is our linguistic, artistic, cultural, and racial diversity. Teatro Vision or Abhinaya Dance 
Company create a 'unique sense of place' for San Jose. San Jose Jazz or San Jose Museum of Art offer national and 
international quality artists through their performances or exhibitions. I'm more interested in living, innovative, modern 
and contemporary culture and arts than recreations of historic forms. 
 
- Our most significant assets is our highly educated population. This serves as an economic draw for business thus 
providing jobs, increased income, and an increased tax base for services. 
 
- Our multiethnicity 
 
- Our natural geography, which includes hills and mountains, rivers and streams, valley and wetlands, in close proximity 
to the ocean and the bay with wonderful weather. Unfortunately, we don't enjoy much of these natural advantages: the 
rivers and streams remain largely inaccessible and/or unattractive and we turn our back on the bay.  
 
- Our police force. We enjoy a quality of life like no other large city in the u.s. and it is largely due to the men and women 
who patrol our streets. 
 
- Our Public Safety Departments. 
 
- our rivers are our most beautiful attribute and one day we will notice them 
 
- Our tallented, innovating, courageous and inspiring teens! The more we value them as true assets, the more 
innovating,creative and amazing brillian city will become.  
 
- our tech expertise, we should be developing it, not let other cities get it (ie. Tesla!) 
 
- Our technological leadership and strong community. 
 
- Our technology. 
 
- Our view of the surrounding hills; our city forest; our neighborhood parks and libraries; our city administration's 
openness to its neighborhood associations' and private citizens' recommendations and ideas; our public services; and 
our economy.  
 
- Our weather and ethnic diversity. 
 
- Our weather, our friendliness as a city, our inclusiveness, our diversity, our high-tech jobs, our cultural and artistic 
venues 
 
- Our weather, our proximity to surrounding towns and cities, and being Silicon Valley--tech, tech, tech 
 
- Our weather, our proximity to the ocean, the compactness of the viable downtown area (needs to be preserved and NOT 
expanded to North San Jose)  
 
- Our weather. 
 
- Our wonderful weather. 



73 
 

San Jose Envision 2040 Plan Wikiplanning On-Line Civic Engagement Campaign 
 

 

 
- Our youth. We're a very young city in terms of demographics. The city needs to invest in and nurture the development 
of our young people. Having a comprehensive approach of education, arts, community engagement and civic 
participation in the formulating youth programs and academic curriculum will ensure a vibrant and prosperous future 
for our city in terms of a well educated and cultured community and draw new families as residents.  
 
- Outdoor Events and Festivals, parades too 
 
- Outstanding weather!  
 
- Overall population diversity and educational level of citizens. 
 
- Overall quality of living 
 
- park system, cultural variety and opportunties, pleasant weather; excellent location, easy access to many activities, 
events and festivals; ample city services for all age groups 
 
- parking 
 
- parklands & trails 
 
- Parks 
 
- parks 
 
- parks & trails, libraries, community centers 
 
- parks and open space; museums, sports facilities, HP pavilion 
 
- Parks and recreation for families, good restaurants, good public transportation  
 
- parks and trails 
 
- Parks and trails 
 
- Parks and trails in the hills. Many cultures that are present in our valley. 
 
- parks libraries 
 
- Parks such as Alum Rock, Musemus such as The Children's Discovery Museum, The Tech Museum. 
 
- Parks, beautiful libraries (too many to really be utilized effectively) 
 
- Parks, freeways, easy to get places. 
 
- Parks, location and the San Jose Mercury News 
 
- parks, public safety 
 
- Parks, sports(Sharks and SJ Giants,entertainment 
 
- Parks, trails, etc. 
 
- Parks, trails, public transportation, safe city 
 
- Parks,merchants, freeways, light rail 
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-  part of Silicon valley, the center for innovation, entrepreneurship - diversity - climate  
 
- People - Culture -Diversity and Tolerance for each other and appreciation. I moved here as a kid in the 60's and it has 
become more diverse. What I like most is in general everybody that lives here really likes the diversity that we have 
grown into and enjoy each other's differences in a peaceful environment. Our crime rate has grown but in general I think 
people feel safe among the streets. San Jose has a lot to be proud about. 
 
- people and cultural mix. technical innovation 
 
- People come from all over the world to be here. We are the 10th largest city in the country. San Jose has changed but 
still kept its chill character. We aren't as full of ourselves as San Franciscans are. We are hardworking industrious and 
tech-savvy people. I do know the way to San Jose.  
 
- people diversity 
 
- People here are driven to excel in business and life. 
 
- People in the community who are open to others. 
 
- People-jobs-jobs-jobs-poor policies such as living wage ordinance, domestic partners and 100 page business unfriendly 
document is why San Jose is losing jobs but taking on more and more liabilities. 
 
- People. 
 
- people. population size, mix. 
 
- Peopple, History, and good communities 
 
- Physical setting, climate 
 
- Places to get to gether and have fun i.e. malls, town squares & plazas. 
 
- Plans to enlarge the Guadalupe Park and Gardens. San Jose must pay more attention to its environment and not the 
continual development of housing, shops, and stores, etc. We need relaxation and more original thinking. 
 
- Plenty for young to do 
 
- Police Force 
 
- Police force working in conjunction with community to foster a successful partnership to make San Jose one of the 
largest, safest places in the country to live. 
 
- Population that is accepting of cultural diversity:we tend to all get along. Amazing historic residential housing stock that 
is being preserved. Potential to offer a variety of cultural entertainment opportunities downtown: small, medium 
venues.Citizen involvement.  
 
- potential 
 
- Potential and resources to be a great place to live and play. 
 
- Potential in light rail/mass transit system, vibrant and historic downtown, green innovative technology industry, parks, 
and trail system. 
 
- Potential of downtown, with all the great restaurants, to actually grow into a place that people would come to shop. 
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- Potential to have a vibrant downtown. 
 
- Professional sports teams, strong neighborhoods and a variety of indoor and outdoor activities. 
 
- Progressive politics, neighborhoods of scale, job opportunities, racial diversity, proximity to the countryside 
 
- Proximity of an international airport without the congestion of other larger airports in the area. The proximity and 
amount of open space available for enjoyment.  
 
- Proximity to a number of places; Committed groups who love SJ amd want to improve it; Great weather; SJSU; the 
Arena-has made a huge difference; easy access by train to SF;  
 
- proximity to airport, san francisco, theaters, music, shopping 
 
- Proximity to entrepreneurial businesses, weather, MOMA, cultural diversity 
 
- Proximity to great natural recreation resources Library! Diversity 
 
- Proximity to high tech jobs. 
 
- Proximity to higher education institutions The viability of high tech industries The ability to raise your family and thrive 
 
- Proximity to major job centers 
 
- Proximity to mountains, trails 
 
- Proximity to ocean and bay, parks and trails, major technology companies, good climate and airport. The parts are there, 
the resources exist, they are just not connected in a way that makes it easy to access them. There needs to be some 
cohesion of these parts. 
 
- Proximity to Ocean/beaches, an hours drive from SF, and only a few hours to the Sierra Nevada Mountains 
 
- proximity to other cities for recreational activities (beach, skiing, etc.).  
 
- proximity to parks and open space, safe neighborhoods, economic vitality 
 
- Proximity to San Francisco, good educational institutions, solid employment center 
 
- Proximity to San Francisco, Santa Cruz, surrounding open space. 
 
- Proximity to SF, beaches, skiing, wineries, mountains. Good restaurants, live music, sports, weather. 
 
- Proximity to Silicon Valley jobs, Good weather 
 
- Proximity to silicon valley/high tech, Potential to create vibrant urban center  
 
- Proximity to the coast 
 
- Proximity to water is key to all truly great cities; make more of recreational access to and use of rivers and the south bay  
 
- Proximity to world class Universites. Being in the heart of highly innovatives area (silicon valley. Rich cultural and 
ethnic diversity. 
 
- Proximity to world class universities. Good weather. Diverse population. 
 
- proximity to world-class institutions of higher learning; multiculturalism 
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- Public events like the Jazz Festival, Music in the Park, Out door movies, the San Jose Giants, and being able to get to most 
of them by using Light Rail. 
 
- Public Libraries,as small as they are.  
 
- Public Safety in San Jose continues to be first-rate despite City officials continually understaffing and cutting budgets, 
while focusing funds and efforts into non-essential programs. 
 
- Public Safety, Clean and safe environment to enjoy restaurants, bars etc. 
 
- public safety, safe neighborhoods for its population. open space parks. 
 
- public safety. 1 million people but 'only' ~30 homicides is unprecedented 
 
- Public Transit, Cultural Diversity, Safety, Amazing Public Library, Proximity to Nature/Wildlife, Environmentally 
Friendliness and Green Thinking 
 
- public transport 
 
- Public transportation is a must. It would recude pollution and yet, allow peopleto move about to whreever they want. A 
lightrail would be best, truthfully. 
 
- Public Transportation Large parks like the Pennitencia Creek 
 
- Public Transportation, Distance to stores and work. 
 
- Quality and affordable higher education, a leader in environmental responsibility, industry technology and business 
leader, free "music in the park" Downtown and other free street fairs, easy accessibility to the beach, the slopes, lakes, 
camping, the whine country, the city... 
 
- Quality near-by neighborhoods, open access to community leaders, collaborative attitude of downtown 
stakeholders,proximity of airport 
 
- Quality of art and cultural organizations and offerings Friendly nature (excludes the police at the airport) Diversity of 
Citizens History Park Alum Rock Park Park of the Guadalupe  
 
- Quality of life, educated residents, diversity, community pride, good governance, innovative and creative private sector 
 
- Quality of living, location in Bay Area and Central California. 
 
- que den mejores oportunidades a todos por igual segun las aptitudes de las personas. 
 
- race diversity and home of new technology 
 
- Racial diversity. 
 
- Racial, cultural, and economic diversity. Our neighborhood is fairly well mixed in all regards, but it would be preferable 
if there were more diversity on our block. 
 
- Racial/ethnic diversity, feeling of spaciousness (as opposed to the crowdedness and lack of cleanliness of San Francisco 
 
- Racially diverse population. Support of entrepreneurship. 
 
- Recreational events (like the community center), libraries, downtown sprawl, arts/cultural shows (music, dance, etc.). 
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- Redevelopment plans for downtown. Neighborhood associations. Honest, trustworthy governance. People who are kind, 
generous and creative. The anti-graffiti program. 
 
- Relative low crimes, environmentally conscious city leaders. 
 
- Relatively low crime rate, safe communities. 
 
- Relatively safe and good weather. 
 
- Relatively safe large city. 
 
- Relatively safety paired with big city amenities. High-tech industry. 
 
- Reputation as a technology center. Jazz Festival, Zero-One, Sharks, Mariachi, Tech Museum and Concerts in the Park. 
 
- Reputation for innovation. 
 
- Residential safety; decent access to major highways; having a local airport nearby; 
 
- Residents 
 
- Resonably safe from crime but getting worse. This is the most important issue of all. If you are dead from crime, how 
can you enjoy anything else? Including kids learning in school.If they feel unsafe, how can they learn? 
 
- Restaurants Arts Entertainment  
 
- Rich cultural diversity 
 
- Rich history 
 
- right now having a job! 
 
- River park area Silicon Valley Symphony Airport 
 
- Room to expand and infill development opportunities. 
 
- Room to grow. 
 
- Room to grow. Access to freeways and main thoroughfairs (not having to drive on small city streets all the time). The 
parks that are nice are REALLY nice. 
 
- Rose Garden, public libraries, Henry Coe State Park, History San Jose, proximity to ocean, and amazing climate 
 
- Rosicrucian Museum, Tech Museum, Christmas in the Park, Winter Ice Skating Rink, Winchester Mystery House, Intel 
Museum, Kelly Park, Peralta Adobe, Fallon House,Guadelupe Gardens(largest rose collection in US?), San Jose Museum of 
Quilts and Textiles, Downtown trolleys, Nutcracker performances, Emma Prusch Park--Harvest Festival(featured article 
in the next Sunset magazine), San Jose Giant Games, Fireworks, Our Police Force-safety in a large city is an oxymoron, it 
doesn't usually happen, but in San Jose it is,amazing numbers of farmers markets and lastly our small towns within the 
large city like Willow Glen and Santana Row. 
 
- safe 
 
- safe and most entertain 
 
- Safe big city, CDM, Tech Museum, Alum Rock Park 
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- Safe city 
 
- Safe City Interesting things to do that don't cost very much Good weather Vibrant economy available public 
transportation 
 
- Safe city to live in. 
 
- Safe city, green & open foothills, progressive people, beautiful weather 
 
- Safe city; weather; small town feel; open space 
 
- Safe Community, access to parks/playgrounds/trails. outdoor events, the weather, diversity of residents 
 
- Safe Community, everything in San Jose is within a 20 min. drive 
 
- Safe neighborhoods, quality of life, diversity of people and culture, location within one of the nation's largest metro 
areas 
 
- SAFE, BEAUTIFUL ENVIROMENT WITH ACTIVE CARING CITIZENS 
 
- Safe, clean city surrounded by outdoor activities and within easy reach of just about anything anyone would ever want 
to do. 
 
- Safe, clean city. 
 
- Safe, clean, lively yet private 
 
- safe, easily accesible by cars, clean, peaceful, family friendly 
 
- Safe,peaceful,and clean city. 
 
- Safer city due to it's population's willingness and need to collaborate and support one another 
 
- safer schools..andneighborhoods invroment 
 
- safest big city in the US 
 
- Safest big city, lots of nice neighborhoods. 
 
- Safett 
 
- safety 
 
- Safety 
 
- safety and quality life 
 
- Safety Diversity Culture and Sports Parks and multi-use trails Public transit 
 
- Safety Educated Workforce Burritos 
 
- Safety Weather Multicultural population  
 
- safety, low crime rate, high tech industries 
 
- safety, trails, events, parks, light rail 
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- San Jose Arena Light Rail  
 
- San Jose Art Museum, San Jose Film Festival, The Tech Museum, San Jose Mercury News, Farmer's Markets, Santana 
Row, Valley Fair Mall. 
 
- San Jose Ballet, SJ Museum of Art and Tech Museum; SJ Ballet and Performing Arts Center 
 
- San Jose definitely needs to continue to be the greenest city in the state. We're setting the example!! 
 
- San Jose downtown area is it's best asset, with cafes and restaurants in every corner and its social gatherings of all kind, 
it'll suit anyones needs. 
 
- San Jose draws people with its perfect climate.  
 
- San Jose Giants, San Jose Sharks, light rail, The TECH, Children's Discovery Museum. 
 
- San Jose great wheather and it's ethnic diversity, along with it's low crime rate and well educated population. 
 
- San Jose has a big diversity and as a result, a lot of diverse foods that it has to offer. If that was promoted more, we can 
establish ourselves in that respect as well as be known to introduce hockey in this area. 
 
- San Jose has a diverse population without having many of the issues of a diverse population, eg. slum sections of the 
city, lots of homeless people, high crime rates. For San Jose, the diversity gives in character and interest and allows for all 
kinds of restaurants and entertainment venues. 
 
- San Jose has a fun, techie, and young culture. 
 
- San Jose has a great deal to offer with a variety of events downtown that really bring people in the community together.  
 
- San Jose has a great set of little known arts institutions that should be more broadly promoted and supported. And the 
comeback of the San Jose Civic will fill a gap in live perfomance venues. Plus the local theaters - City Lights, San Jose Stage 
and SJ Rep, are gems. 
 
- San Jose has a huge pool of untapped quality human resources.  
 
- San Jose has a lot of museums. 
 
- San Jose has a lot of potential to be more than a 'beige' sprawling strip-mall suburbia, but has not quite realized the 
potential of what a large city can become. Some positives are: Growing live music scene, aspiration to become a more 
vibrant community, historical buildings/architecture, potential vibrant mixed-use city center with public transportation 
(BART, light rail, etc.). 
 
- San Jose has a low crime rate, OLD buildings reminiscent of its history,a multi ethnic environment, lots of opportunities 
to learn about different cultures. It feels like a small town, has easily accessibility, and has a lot of diverse locations for 
family and sports activities. 
 
- San Jose has a rich cultural history. It has unique geography that provides opportunities different than the other urban 
areas in the Bay Area.  
 
- San Jose has a rich mixture of history, arts, and culture. Our city needs to be even more user friendly in realizing that the 
people need to feel what could be described as a good vibe to be attracted to San Jose and what it has to offer. If this 
sounds abstract, unfortunately, people go to live, work, and play in places that feel "good" to them. Communities need to 
be allowed to create "micro cultures", if you will, that reflect the unique history, friendly local small businesses, ethnic 
beauty and musical and artistic expression contained within that neighborhood. Businesses, schools, artists, 
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musicians,and other individuals should be involved in a "cottage industry", if you will which promotes, attracts, and 
encourages people to live, work, and play in this area. 
 
- San Jose has a strong history and has a unique opprotunity to embrace it's past while charting an environmentally 
friend proserous future. 
 
- San Jose has a wonderful history - full of different cultures. We also have some very unique architecture that should be 
saved for future generations to enjoy.  
 
- San Jose has always been a ethically diverse place to live with little of the conflicts most think associated with such 
communities. And the weather-you can't beat the wonderful weather! 
 
- San Jose has an extremely low crime rate for a city it's size. It is good to feel safe where ever you go. 
 
- San Jose has been our home for over 20 years. San Jose's vast culture and rich heritage must be preserved and the venue 
to prosperity and financial stability. 
 
- San Jose has been putting out more parks for families in communities that are being built. In the new communities there 
seems to be a park built for that community which I think is important 
 
- San Jose has great history, some great museums and cultural attractions and is the biggest city in silicon valley. 
 
- San Jose has great public safety and low crime. There are more varied opportunities for working and lifelong learning. 
 
- San Jose has long embrassed the risk-takers of the world and this has brought a myriad of ground-breaking, world-
altering technologies and companies to the city and its surrounding areas. This has contributed greatly to the cultural 
diversity, economic advancement and world-wide perception of San Jose as one of the most attractive cities in which to 
live and work. 
 
- San Jose has magnificent weather and beautiful surroundings. I enjoy the "urban/suburban" setting. I can garden in my 
backyard during the day and walk to first class entertainment at night. The active community spirit is invaluable. There 
are so many opportunities to become involved in the community, make friends, and be inspired - it makes living in such a 
large city feel safe and comfortable.  
 
- San Jose has many who work and save and buy land to build their own business and employ others. Unfortunately, 
those who manage Public Works disregard the stated concerns and needs of citizens who risk and invest their lives in 
developing a business by putting their ivory tower traffic standards first, the needs of the businesses last.  
 
- San Jose has rapidly evaporating crucially important outdoor/open space areas as well as some wonderful 
historical/cultural buildings and places, all of which should be preserved, respected and celebrated in order to develope 
and preserve a healthy balanced social, community, family and individual balance.We are losing our past, our social 
sanity and respect for self and others in part because we have not respected our environment, tolerated each other's 
necessary differences, understood from whence we came, allowed ourselves moments to slow down and connect with 
our natural base and to feel our own compassion for the community. We need the open spaces and historical cultural 
places in which to do this.  
 
- San Jose has retained the flavor and warmness of a smaller city in that it encourages community involvement through 
volunteering and related activities. 
 
- San Jose has such a diverse community that share similarities and, yet, are so different. We can learn from each other to 
build a stronger community. 
 
- San Jose has the good fortune to be more or less centrally located in the San Francisco Bay Area. It also has the potential 
to attract higher-profile businesses. 
 
- San Jose has the infrastructure to be a great destination. 
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- San Jose has various neighborhoods that give a small town feeling. It has different venues for cultural events, such as 
plays, musicals, children's museums and venues for sporting events. The college is an asset to San Jose. 
 
- San Jose has very little that differentiates itself from any other average city. Most attempts at creating something 
significant have been watered down efforts i.e shopping, convention center etc. San Jose needs to develop a world class 
downtown that attracts people from the surrounding areas that want an easier alternative to San Francisco from time to 
time. City government needs to figure out ways to attract capitol investment, starting with small operators. Build it and 
they will come! 
 
- San Jose has wonderful weather, a fascinating history, a thriving arts community, great festivals, and is a very walkable 
city. 
 
- San Jose History - first state capital, pioneers, missions, canneries, technology, education, Mexican culture, and 
agriculture. We need to emphasize our past. Diversity.... blend of many ethnic groups 
 
- San Jose holds a great convenience factor. Most things that are essential to everyday life is in close (driving) proximity. 
 
- San Jose ICA 
 
- San Jose Institute for Contemporary Art, San Jose Museum of Art, Children's Discovery Museum and area kids' 
resources, Soccer stadiums,  
 
- San Jose Institute of Contemporary Art, San Jose Museum of Art, Martin Luther King Library, San Jose State University 
 
- San Jose Institute of Contemporary Art. 
 
- San Jose International Airport The road system Parks 
 
- San Jose is a big city, but it feels small. 
 
- San Jose is a city not too big nor too small. San JOse provides various resources in education, work and art. 
 
- San Jose is a diverse, multicultural city where people get along.  
 
- San Jose is a diversity of ethnicity and is an example of cultures living in harmony and learning about your worldly 
neighbors. It is an active community with natural scenic beauty and environmently friendly and close to the sea shore, 
mountains, and the bay. The temperature is mild year round. It is an excellent community to raise children. 
 
- San Jose is a friendly city. You can get to know your neighbors. City council members, teachers and city employees are 
approachable and contribute to the city's "family" feel. 
 
- San Jose is a gateway to attractions ranging from wine country in the north, the Sierras to the East, the Monterey Bay & 
Pacific Ocean to the south and east. As a major city,it provides an excellent base to pursue the above. 
 
- San Jose is a great place to live because of its diversity and affordability. The neighbors are awesome and the house 
payment is doable. 
 
- San Jose is a large city with a diverse population, but still has a "hometown/small town" feel (regardless of the traffic). 
 
- San Jose is a large city with a small city feel 
 
- San Jose is a large city, but still has that "small town" feel. 
 
- San Jose is a relatively nice area to be in. St.Joseph's basilica, valley fair,downtown San Jose and various neighborhoods 
are excellent examples. The museums and theatre's are fantastic for the art and culture.  
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- San Jose is a small accessible city. Those of us who live here like the character, if we wanted to live in a big city like San 
Francisco we would!  
 
- San Jose is a very nice bedroom community, making it very attractive for families as opposed to being a high-rise, 
concrete-lined city. The suburban neighborhoods are good and attract people who enjoy that. Also the beautiful weather 
helps make people want to be outdoors in their gardens, or in the parks, or sitting in an outdoor cafe, NOT downtown 
surrounded by concrete sidewalks and buildings. The weather and friendly, active neighborhoods are SJs best assets. 
 
- San Jose is a very safe big City, and this attracts business and people. 
 
- San Jose is at the heart of the Silicon Valley. 
 
- San Jose is capable of being an Urbanized city 
 
- San Jose is centrally located to beaches and mountains, along with perfect weather for a wide range of outdoor 
activities. 
 
- San Jose is home to the Silicon Valley, which has been a world leader in innovation for decades. It has a huge diversity of 
cultures, and is located in what used to be, and could be again, one of the most beautiful areas in California. 
 
- San Jose is in close proximity to gorgeous open spaces- from Coyote Ridge to Alum Rock Park. San Jose has great 
libraries! Also, San Jose has many sunny days and a flat terrain- perfect for more cycling. San Jose also benefits from lots 
of transit. San Jose has great residents and community organizations. 
 
- San Jose is safe, if somewhat boring. 
 
- San Jose is strategically located at the intersection of most major Bay area freeways. San Jose has a diverse cultural and 
ethnic mix of citizens. Outside of San Francisco, San Jose is the ONLY South Bay city that has a functional GLBT 
Community Center that provides essential services such as free & confidential rapid HIV testing and counseling & support 
groups for all ages. Please don't allow the Billy DeFrank Community Center to close...it has played a very important role in 
San Jose's prior growth and development, and it will continue to help shape the future for San Jose citizens from all 
backgrounds. 
 
- San Jose is the innovative capital of Silicon Valley the entreneurial capital of the world 
 
- San Jose is the most family-friendly city in the Bay Area. We have great parks, the Children's Discovery Museum and 
numerous free or low-cost events for kids. 
 
- San José is very culturally diverse. 
 
- San Jose is very diverse with various people speaking with accents from all over the world. 
 
- San Jose is wonderful. The weather is moderate, our culture is diverse, bringing interesting and fun influences to our 
food, language, dress, music and so much more. Plus, some of the greatest brain power in the world resides and works 
here. 
 
- San Jose Jazz Festival, The Tech Museum, San Jose's people and diversity, Art Museum, its efforts to become a world-
class city 
 
- San Jose Jazz Festival; restaurants with food from around the world; revitalized downtown with events and various 
restaurant choices, art movie houses as well a mainstream movie houses, live music with world famous and local talent. 
 
- San Jose most significant assets are great weather, a beautiful, healthy environment, smart people, unlimited potential.  
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- San Jose most significant assets are the affordable housing offered throught the city. Opportunity for all minorities to 
move in and make this city an attractive place to live. 
 
- San Jose Museum of Art 
 
- San Jose Museum of Art 
 
- San Jose Museum of Art and other arts institutions and galleries. Destination restaurants, wide variety of cuisine. 
Proximity to universities (SJSU, SCU, etc.)Trees-especially street trees (need more-reduce energy use, crime, pollution, 
and they look nice). Inexpensive parking which makes attending cultural events, going out to dinner, etc. affordable. 
 
- San Jose Museum of Art and Tech Museum 
 
- san jose museum of art light rail 
 
- San Jose Museum of Art San Jose Rep Children's Discovery Museum Ballet Symphony ICA A place for innovation and 
creativity SJSU Inclusion History and Heritage The Sharks 
 
- San Jose Museum of Art San Jose State Caltrain's Diridon Station near downtown 
 
- San Jose Museum of Art, Children's Discovery Museum, Tech Museum, MLK Jr. Library 
 
- San Jose Museum of Art, HP Pavillion 
 
- San Jose Museum of Art, Tech Museum, attractive downtown, great weather 
 
- San Jose Museum of Art, the SOFA District, ethnic restaurants, Santana Row, City Hall, Willow Glen, San Jose State, the 
Bike Shop on South Market, public art, Guadalupe Park (underused, though), Alum Rock park, historic districts such as 
Naglee Park and Rose Garden, neighborhood, ethnic diversity, new airport terminal, Cezar Chavez Plaza, the new branch 
libraries, MLK Library (although it could be more friendly), Community Centers (e.g. Roosevelt Park), Coyote Creek, the 
weather, gardening, farmers markets, the many coffee houses like Cafe Trieste and Almaden Petes, City Hall, Recycled 
Books, Camera Cinemas, San Jose Metro, Mercury News (just barely -- it has declined significantly in recent years, but at 
least we have a city newspaper, for now). 
 
- San Jose Museum of Art, The Tech 
 
- San Jose Museum of Art, The TECH Museum, Mineta International Airport, Main Public Library 
 
- San Jose offer the big city opportunities in a small city experience. The San Jose Reparatory Theater and Children's 
Musical Theater of San Jose are fantastic assets in our community. 
 
- San Jose offers a wide variety of social and recreational activities. However, they are not always well known to people 
outside of San Jose. San Jose's climate is great and should be used as an asset. More parks, trails, outdoor cafes, and 
window shopping areas would be great! 
 
- San Jose offers some features of a major metropolitan without the traffic congestion. As someone who works in 
Downtown San Jose, I appreciate the cleanliness in the area and the variety of restaurants nearby. 
 
- san jose opera, library, farmer's market, restaurants, support animal services 
 
- San Jose Performing Arts Center San Jose Museum San Jose Fairmont Hotel  
 
- San Jose Repertory Theatre, Children's Discovery Museum, The Tech, small art galleries 
 
- San Jose Sharks 
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- San Jose Sharks 
 
- San Jose Sharks 
 
- San Jose Sharks and the HP Pavilion 
 
- San Jose Sharks and the San Jose Police Department. 
 
- San Jose Sharks Arena and Airport 
 
- San Jose Sharks Diversity of cuisine available International Airport Climate Tech Museum Children's Discovery Museum  
 
- San Jose Sharks In some rare areas, clean parks. 
 
- San Jose Sharks Lots of nice trees along the streets small community feeling even tho it is a very large city 
 
- san jose sharks, hp pavillion 
 
- San Jose Sharks, HP Pavillion, various Museums and Airport. 
 
- San Jose Sharks, San Jose State U, Green City Initiative, Capital of Silicon Valley, The Tech Museum 
 
- San Jose Sharks,SJ Giants, Downtown and it restaurants  
 
- San Jose Sharks. Valley Fair Mall. 
 
- San Jose sports teams Sharks and Giants 
 
- San Jose State University 
 
- San Jose State University 
 
- San Jose State university and the climate 
 
- San Jose State University downtown University serving many and provding income and customer base to downtown 
businesses and cultural diversity. 
 
- San Jose State University HP Pavillion Malls 
 
- San Jose State University is our most significant asset 
 
- San Jose State University Jobs 
 
- San Jose State University Rosecrution Museum Winchester Mystery House Climate 
 
- San Jose State University, Arena/shows/concerts,  
 
- San Jose State University, King Library and HP pavillion 
 
- San Jose State University, King Library, Tech Museum 
 
- San Jose State University, many performing arts groups, new City Hall, library system, airport, Arena 
 
- San Jose still has a small town feeling, that it should try to preserve despite its growth in population.  
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- San Jose still has the feel of quaint little town even if there are areas with traffic congestion (a sign of a bigger city). It 
has good number of museums, which needs to exibit more international arts and other subjects of interest to bring in 
international visitors. A university in the downtown. Still one of the safest cities in the U.S.  
 
- San Jose two airports (SJC and RHV); The San Jose Sharks; Our beautiful old preserved homes & structures of Victorian 
and other similar styles; Shopping that includes Trader Joe's, Whole Foods, Safeway, and Target; The Caltrain Station. 
 
- San Jose values its diversity and has festivals and celebrations for different groups. It has some nice parks (could always 
use more), upgraded libraries, and a nice new City Hall. For its size, San Jose is a safe city.  
 
- San Jose, by itself, is not a city with many assets. Fortunately it is close Monterey Bay cities, close to San Francisco, and 
close to many better planned communities along the Peninsula. We do have wonderful libraries . . .and thank goodness 
we are finally getting a better airport. Other cities with a population of 1,000,000 have been better planned, have more 
vibrant downtowns, and offer residents more in the way of parks, public transportation, and cultural events. 
 
- San Jose, like California in years past, still retains the strength for individuals to arrive, educate themselves and succeed 
with their own volition and initiative. 
 
-san jose state - great soil!!! (valley of the hearts delight) so more backyard gardening and community gardens should be 
encouraged, tech central - decent public transportation but it needs to be waay better, needs to be cheaper (or free [look 
at portland, oregon and bogota, columbia] - budding arts scene 
 
 
- San Jose’s greatest assets are its companies and people in the electronics, biotechnology, software, and emerging green 
energy fields. Leadership in the technology economy has historically been the driver for regional growth and prosperity. 
As a global center of technological innovation, San Jose is well positioned for the future. 
 
- San Jose’s most significant asset would be the political system. Open door policy with local officials. I also think San Jose 
has some of the most beautiful landscape including great parks. 
 
- San Jose’s surrounding open space (I know this is county), trails, parks, and classic neighborhood structure which 
provides a sense of space in a city that is 10th largest in the country.  
 
- San Jose's agricultural, Spanish, Native American, and technological History. The northern wetlands, the southern and 
eastern foothills, and the inner riparian corridors. The cultural diversity of generations of native San Joseans and recent 
immigrants. San Jose's commitment to sustainability. 
 
- San Jose's assets include the wide range of different backgrounds and cultures. San Jose represents every different race 
and ethnicity.  
 
- San Jose's assets would include the HP Pavilion, the San Jose Sharks, and the SJC airport. 
 
- San Jose's assets: Diversity, space, SJSU, innovative thinking, and weather. 
 
- San Jose's corporations are an asset to the city, as they provide high-tech expertise and innovation to the industry, while 
benefitting the local economy. The city has a willingness to embrace change, and the determination to meet the 
challenges posed by our times (innovation, environment, education, etc.). 
 
- San Jose's cultural and ethnic diversity as well as it's presence in in the San Francisco bay area's amenable climate make 
it a a most attractive living place. 
 
- San Jose's downtown has a lot to offer in terms of both culture (museums) and entertainment (cinemas and theaters).  
 
- San Jose's greatest asset is its diverse population.  
 
- San Jose's greatest asset is it's diversity. We have the opportunity to experience so many different cultures. 
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- San Jose's greatest assets are its people, especially the cultural, linguistic and economic diversity that we have here. 
 
- San Jose's greatest assets are the climate and the abundance of trees. 
 
- San Jose's greatest strengths are its diversity, it's natural resources, and it's entrepreneurial culture. We have one of the 
most diverse populations in the world, and our youth grow up aware of each others culture and our shared history of 
immigration. Going to San Jose's various enclaves is like entering different worlds, and it's an important part of the 
appeal of our city. Along with this diversity and immigration population comes a responsibility to make a comfortable 
city for everyone. We cannot ignore the needs of our low income, working class immigrant communities when we plan 
for new housing, transportation corridors and parks. We are surrounded by an incredible network of parks and open 
spaces, like our two mountain ranges, the San Francisco Bay, and the remaining open space on the Valley Floor. Our 
iconic landscape is an amazing resource for San Jose residents, students and tourists. Our watershed and soil resources 
are key pieces of the puzzle to creating a sustainable city. Our local environment will be a draw to the area for decades to 
come if we continue to preserve it. Because of this we need to promote local agriculture, protect our watershed and 
conserve water, and preserve wildlife habitat and movement throughout the valley. We all know that San Jose has been a 
center of innovation for decades. Now's the time to make another shift away from the status quo by focusing on making 
our city more sustainable and equitable than it has ever been in the past.  
 
- San Jose's location in Silicon Valley is perfect for being able to enjoy so many diverse activities and sports-close to the 
beach, the mountains, etc. 
 
- San Jose's most attractive asset is it's people. We have such a diverse population with a different cultural affair going on 
almost every weekend. 
 
- San Jose's most signifcant assets are its community based churches that make significant contributions to the 
community. For example, Cathedral of Faith and their outreach programs that feed and clothe thousands of residents, or 
Bethal Church on Winchester Blvd that just had their annual neighborhood clean-up with bins for junk and e-junk, or 
Westgate Church that provides fall festivals, and afterschool programs. There are others, and they are so wonderful here. 
 
- San Jose's most significant asset is its "Diversity" and the different cultural festivals that it has presented, such as the 
San Jose Jazz Festival in August! 
 
- San Jose's most significant asset is its diverse people dedicated to justice. 
 
- San Jose's most significant asset is its safeness as a large city. 
 
- San Jose's most significant asset is preserving safe communities and safe schools where citizen's can thrive without 
worry of encroaching crime. Accordingly, more participation in community sponsored events will continue drow and 
bring an emphsis on quality of life.  
 
- San Jose's most significant asset is that we are the part of the country that everyone else looks to for what's coming next. 
If we show our country, or even the world how to be a better metropolis, the rest will follow our example. 
 
- San Jose's most significant asset is the cultural and lifestyle diversity of its people. 
 
- San Jose's most significant assets are it'd diversity of cultures, weather climate, and nature resource access. 
 
- San Jose's most significant assets are its beautiful climate; the commitment to clean parks and nicely landscaped 
boulevards with trees; excellent libraries ; commitment to clean up blight and graffiti. San Jose also has a rich agricultural 
heritage which it should preserve with sample orchards and maintaining History San Jose. 
 
- San José's most significant assets are its cultural diversity, its beautiful parks, and until recently its wonderful library 
system. I really wish the city didn't have to shut so many libraries down. We should be building more, not closing them. 
Thanks for listening. 
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- San Jose's most significant assets are its well-educated and open-minded citizens, its cultural diversity, and its schools 
that strive to provide the utmost in opportunity for all students to succeed. 
 
- San Jose's most significant assets are San Jose State University and its proximity to downtown, The technology center 
and expertise. There are many other points that I wish were assets such as preschool for all children, a reduction in 
vagrancy in parks and trails ( I do not feel safe) as well as more trails that connect all parts of the city to down town. For 
example I would like to bike from the Alum Rock area to SJSU without biking along busy roads. It is just too dangerous. I 
have to drive because biking is unsafe and the light rail from Alum Rock to down town takes 2 hours, way too long.  
 
- San Jose's most significant assets are the climate, ethnic diversity and the Sharks. 
 
- San Jose's most significant assets are the great sports teams, venues for great live music and the diversity of population 
with regards to culturaly diverse eating and outdoor markets.  
 
- San Jose's most significant assets are the innovative ideas, developments & start-up companies that have begun in this 
area. The weather in San Jose nearly perfect, usually hovering around the 80's.  
 
- San Jose's most significant assets are the many creeks and migrating fish that spawn in San Jose. The creeks have been 
ignored, and abused, but if restored they could and would become unique treasures, admired by all visitors. During their 
migration time we could have salmon festivals and fairs-how unique would that be? 
 
- San Jose's most significant assets continue to be it's climate and its scenic potential. We should make every effort to 
increase open space, protect watershed and important water ways and improve our wildlife habitats. 
 
- San Jose's most significant assets include the dense location of high-tech companies, its title as capital of silicon valley, 
its weather, its cultural diversity. 
 
- San Jose's most significant assets is diversity.  
 
- San Jose's most significant assets is its loyal city employee's who -despite significant finiancial hardships- help make san 
jose a great place to live 
 
- San Jose's most significant assets would be it diversity. 
 
- San Jose's most significant assets would be the city's diversity between all it's ethnic groups and the variety of 
restaraunts available. 
 
- San Jose's most significant assets: Low crime rate, economic innovation of local business, strong library system, San Jose 
State University, youth sports programs, and the local commmunities (Cambrian Park, Berryessa, etc.) that make up a 
large city. 
 
- San Jose's significant assets are its people and its diveristy. I would like to see a more inclusive San Jose. The cultural 
assets are another plus. There is soooOOooo much to see, do and participate in - one cannot do it all in one lifetime. I am 
so sad that AMT collapsed - cannot believe some or many of the mega organizations here would not come to the rescue. 
 
- San Jose's Theaters (Rep,Northside,City lights,Renegade Theatre Experiment, Tabard);Its Symphony,Opera, 
Ballet,Mission Chamber Orchestra, Southbay Guitar Society, Steinway Society and the Petite Trianon. 
 
- San Jose's unique low-rise apartments are nice. Also, the fact that is such a safe city to live in and everything is so close 
to each other. 
 
- San Jose's weather is it's most significant asset. Its hard to go wrong with 300 days of sunshine a year. Being outdoors 
should be a central element of all our planning efforts. 
 
- Santa Row. Hiking/Nature trails. 
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- Santana Row 
 
- Santana Row and the city parks 
 
- Santana Row It has brought people to San Jose 
 
- Santana Row, and the Tech museum. Some schools, and the restaurants. 
 
- Santana Row. Sharks.  
 
- Schooling and safe neighborhoods 
 
- Schools 
 
- schools = preschool thru college 
 
- Sense of community 
 
- Sharks are the identity of San Jose. 
 
- Sharks Hockey 
 
- Sharks Hockey Light rail and tie-in to BART in future 
 
- Sharks Hockey Team Walkable Downtown Area Proximity to Silicon Valley Accessable Open Spaces Tech Museum 
Discovery Museum Airport Transportation: Cal Train, Light Rail, Bus Bike Trails 
 
- Sharks hockey team, weather 
 
- Sharks, Airport, growing diverse and vibrant downtown area that includes shops, SJSU and residential areas 
 
- Sharks, HP Pavilion, Airport, Diversity, SJSU, colleges,  
 
- Sharks, light rail, airport 
 
- Sharks, moderate year round climate, proximity to coast, wine country, and other venues like professional baseball and 
football, amusement parks, diverse entertainment. Santana Row is a good example of mixing retail, residential, and 
entertainment in a pleasant and clean environment. 
 
- Sharks, Tech Museum, CDM, SJSU 
 
- Sharks, Tech Museum, Children's Musical Theatre of San Jose, clean and safe downtown area with great restaurants  
 
- Sharks. San Jose doesn't seem to have any attractions to draw people here. San Francisco has the bay and beautiful 
architecture of houses and buildings and fantastic resteraunts. Downtown San Jose is very dated and old and is somewhat 
dirty. Walnut Creek is a prime example of what can happend to a City when they tear down the old buildings and bring in 
more modern ones with new shops and resteraunts. The homeless also are scattered about along with half way houses 
this is also depressing for people especially the pan handling. 
 
- Shopping and HP Pavilion 
 
- shopping and tourist attractions 
 
- Shopping is easily accessible and huge variety to choose from. 
 
- Silicon valley 
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- Silicon Valley  
 
- Silicon Valley and Climate. 
 
- Silicon Valley atmosphere of entrepeneurial efforts 
 
- Silicon Valley Economy 
 
- Silicon Valley technology... Use it to improve quality 0f government and ability to provide city services 
 
- Silicon Valley, Climate, geographic location 
 
- Silicon Valley, Educated populace, Nice Weather, Convention Center, Tech Museum, Airports, SJSU 
 
- Silicon Valley; Summer Festivals; SJSU; Multi-culture; Museum of Art; The Tech Museum; Lightrail; 
 
- silicon vally  
 
- Single family homes and safe neighborhoods. 
 
- size of the population 
 
- SJ Art Museum; Sharks; SJ ICA; Tech Museum 
 
- SJ has a certain honesty, lacking the pretense of some of its more self-satisfied cities. SJ, especially in its inner 
neighborhoods, is in some ways a blank slate, open to the possibility of truly creative and innovative city planning.  
 
- SJ has a diverse population which likes to use libraries, visit arts/cultural centers, and enjoy our Downtown. We have a 
vibrant city center which need continued attention in order to thrive. We have a fabulous library system. We have a 
cultural scene we can be proud of. Go San Jose! 
 
- SJ has a good variety of artistic venues and restaurants downtown, as well as pretty good parking coverage and 
downtown public transit. 
 
- SJ is becoming a big American city, with all the cultural and social amenities that accompany such growth. Multicultural, 
multi-ethnic population of generally very tolerant and open-minded people. On average, an extremely well educated 
labor force. Fine weather and geographical location - close to mountains and the ocean. 
 
- SJ is becoming more environmentally aware. We have a convenient recycling program. I've been using cloth grocery 
bags for over 20 years. I'm glad to see SJ moving towards banning plastic bags 
 
- SJ is the biggest city in the south bay and therefore should be the place to go when looking for shopping and dining. 
 
- SJ Museum is better than ever, great shows. Free Music in the Park Thursdays downtown. Equal pay for women and 
men. Great job opportunities, lots of businesses. 
 
- SJ Museum of Art, Tung Vau, and patisserie by Fairmont 
 
- SJ Public Libraries, Children's Discovery Museum, Rose Gardens, Guadalupe Gardens, Tech Museum, variety of 
multicultural neighborhood restaurants, SJSU, Almaden Lake Park, History Park, Happy Hollow. 
 
- SJ Rep Theatre; SJJAZZ Jazz Festival; SJ Japantown festivals; SJS Metro Blues Festival; Music in the Park concerts; SJ 
Greek Festival; Tapestry (TNT) festival & HP Pavillion shows - all of the wonderfully diverse cultural festivals and music 
shows.  
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- SJ Sharks Children's Discovery Museum Happy Hollow Almaden Lake Park - This could be a lot nicer though. Even the 
recent playground improvements could have been a lot better. With all that space, why not have larger play structures 
like I've seen at other parks in the area? Tech Museum I think downtown is really nice, but underused (not sure why - 
need better restaurants or bars?) 
 
- SJ Sharks HP Pavillion SJ Japantown Music in the Park Santana Row 
 
- SJMA, neighborhoods, good shopping, good schools, History San Jose, good garage and estate sales, good restaurants, 
Pavilion, outdoor music events, Cal Train, VTA, SJSU, libraries, good community colleges 
 
- SJ's assets are its proximity to natural amenities (the nature of the Bay Area) and its cultural amenities (children's 
museum, tech museum, SJ jazz festival), not just its raise to fame during the 90s tech boom. It's also a safer city with a 
quietness that most large cities do not have. 
 
- SJ's most significant assets are cultural diversity, and job opportunities. 
 
- SJ's most significant assets are it wide array of actives for all ages and affordable entertainment. 
 
- SJSU 
 
- SJSU & nearby world-class universities; environment; climate; workforce; (fairly) good government; location; history;  
 
- SJSU Sports 
 
- sjsu, MLK Library 
 
- SJSU, proximity to Silicon Valley 
 
- SJSU....library...HP Pav.. 
 
- Skyline, cultural events, sports teams 
 
- Small city feel, in a larger city. Diversity. 
 
- Small city with great selection of arts, culture, and entertainment offerings. 
 
- Small enough to feel like home but large enough to be interesting. 
 
- Small town and friendly while remaining a big city. Diversity - cultural, ethnically, languages. Unique attractions which 
cannot be found in other locales. 
 
- small town feel in a large city 
 
- Small town feel with big Culture impact. 
 
- Small town feel with caring residents 
 
- Small town feel. Intelligent, diverse cultural community. 
 
- Smart People. High concentration of well educated individuals. Multicultural 
 
- So much to do for the whole family!!! Great Community Centers and Libraries!!! Many nice, clean parks!!! San Jose 
Sharks! 
 
- Social and Cultural diversity, proximity to statewide destinations, green initiatives, climate, and casual elegance. 
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- SOFA arts scene, HP Pavilion, SJ Giants, Lincoln Ave in WG 
 
- SOFA, Chavez Park, Sharks arena, downtown condos, improved downtown, convention center, main library, San Jose 
State University, REP, light rail, St James Park, Guadalupe River Park, Coleman Marketplace shopping mall, 5th street car 
wash, City Hall, Flames in 4th street parking garage, Original Joe's, Montgomery Theater, Tech Museum, Circle of Palms 
ice skating, Xmas in Park. 
 
- Some good cultural/educational facilities. Not too crowded and easy to access by car 
 
- Some high-quality arts/cultural programs combined with fine dining and shopping. 
 
- Some things that San Jose needs is to create better walking environments and public transportation. This would benefit 
by both helping people save money on when they usually would of spent it on gas and it would greatly improve the air 
and environmental quality. 
 
- Some very nice neighborhoods, interesting cultural activities, big town with a small town feel. 
 
- South First Friday, Chavez Park, Clean streets, and it's people that make the city great. 
 
- South First Fridays events are amazing! Please keep developing the SoFA district. 
 
- Space 
 
- Space 
 
- SPACE to grow in the downtown area. Tons of cool buildings that need to have cool things in them. The weather is 
awesome. San Jose has the potential to be a great CITY if it can get away from the "small town" mentality it currently has. 
 
- Space, diversity, history, jobs 
 
- Space... we are not like SF and on top of everyone. We have great downtown events along with the arena that brings in a 
ton of entertainment.  
 
- Spacious downtown with adjacent campus. Fine libraries. Great restaurants. Wide streets for riding my bike!  
 
- Sporting events, restaurants, museums. I personally like events like Amgen tour, Silicon Valley Marathon coming to S.J.  
 
- Sports Franchise; Tech Museum; SJSU and MLK Library. 
 
- sports teams and museums 
 
- Strategic combination of industry/urban living and open, accessible, slower-paced way of rural life. It's neither too big 
nor too small. 
 
- Strong and vibrant economic growth and opportunities presented to young enterpreuners. 
 
- Strong city government and ethic diversity and safety.  
 
- Strong cultural arts, good public transportation, lots of green spaces, lively nightlife 
 
- Strong high tech business base and highly educated population are the greatest assets in San Jose. 
 
- Strong high tech center; weather; location within California. 
 
- STRONG MIDDLE CLASS. Mayor Chuck Reed. City Hall. Diverse community. Affordable education. Strong families. 
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- strong neighborhoods and access to parks and open space 
 
- Strong neighborhood initiative (SNI) (if it's funded and continued) - Trail programs - low relative crime rate - Diridon 
train station - City Hall - Diverse culture - MLK library and other city libraries 
 
- Strong Neighborhoods Initiative program 
 
- Strong neighborhoods. Safe. 
 
- suburban setting 
 
- Suburbia.  
 
- Sunny & urban 
 
- sunny climate, location in Bay Area, jobs, historical neighborhoods  
 
- Sunshine. Diverse cultures living harmoniously. A techy, can-do spirit. Variety of foods. 
 
- Support of industry which produce jobs. Open space and proper safety protection - police and fire. 
 
- Support what enthic community neighborhoods still exist. hispanic. japanese, vietnam, indian, portuguese, etc. They  
 
- Surrounding and visible green hills; weather and proximity to coast; diversity of cultures 
 
- Surrounding open space. Perfect climate. Good soils for growing gardens,crops. 
 
- Surveying what bring people into the City of San José I would say our events and event venues are signigicant: E.G. 
Christmas in the Park, Music in the Park, HP Pavilion, Convention Center... Another great asset is our location in Silicon 
Valley- San José exemplifies new technology and up to the minute/ advanced skills relating to technology. 
 
- Symphony Silicon Valley vibrant restaurant and theatre scene 
 
- Symphony Silicon Valley, several fine local theater groups, Festivals (arts, music, cinequest, etc.), great downtown 
restaurants - we need even more outside eating opportunities since one of our best assets is the weather!  
 
- Taking advantage of educational opprotunities which promotes high level jobs. The weather, which we can not control, 
is a great advantage. 
 
- talent pool 
 
- taxing to much or now its fee's, you want us downtown, but count the tickets, PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION F HAVE ANY 
VTA BOARD EVERY ASK ANYONE IN EUROPE? NO, JUST LIKE HISPEED RAIL, ASK EUROPE NO. or if in a garage for 1sec 
after 6 you get nicked, the fee should be after 9-10pm when the drinkers come you give $$$$$ to the ex mayor, but not to 
small companys SO BIGGEST ASSET LIKE MOST TAX DOLLARS THEY ARE WE PAY, BUT THE RICH DONOT ASSETS NONE 
THERE IS NO ASSETS HERE, WHERE IS THE DOWNTOWN ITS STILL DEAD EXCEPT FOR THE POLICE ZONES WHERE IF 
YOU'RE NOT WHITE, OR LOOK WRONG YOU ARE WRONG.  
 
- Tech companies, Ethnic/Cultural diversity, Moderate Climate, Proximity to trails, beaches, Tech Museum IMAX theatre 
 
- Tech companies, HP Pavilion 
 
- Tech companies, sports (Sharks), events at HP Pavillion, restaurants 
 
- Tech Companies/Jobs Weather/Climate Rich and Interested Philanthropists/Intellectual Capital  
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- Tech economy 
 
- Tech industry 
 
- Tech industry, professional sports teams (quakes, sharks, Gold Pride), parks, trails. 
 
- Tech Museum 
 
- Tech museum and California Theater 
 
- Tech Museum Light Rail Flint Center CPA Climate Santana Row Libraries 
 
- Tech Museum Mexican Heritage Plaza Japan Town 
 
- Tech Museum, Children's Discovery Museum, San Jose Rep, Opera San Jose, Hertiage Rose Garden, Rose Garden, 
Guadualupe River Park, Alum Rock Park, Christmas in the Park, San Jose Ballet, Silicon Valley Symphony, Convention 
Center, Center for the Performing Arts, Light Rail,  
 
- tech museum, children's museum, san jose jazz festival 
 
- Tech museum, Santana Row, Guadalupe River bike path 
 
- Tech, diversity 
 
- Technical workforce 
 
- technological innovations  
 
- technological leader, environmental leader, cultural diversity 
 
- Technology 
 
- Technology 
 
- Technology 
 
- Technology 
 
- Technology 
 
- Technology  
 
- Technology and Diversity 
 
- Technology and innovation. 
 
- Technology and inovative companies. Great weather and diversified activities 
 
- technology companies 
 
- Technology Companies, Sharks, SJ Airport 
 
- Technology Hub, Diversity, Visionary Leadership (SJ City), Ample opportunity to grow and lead the nation/world. 
 
- Technology, arts, diversity 
 



94 
 

San Jose Envision 2040 Plan Wikiplanning On-Line Civic Engagement Campaign 
 

 

- Technology, jobs, diversity, the Sharks :-)  
 
- technology, the arts, museums, libraries, jobs, shopping 
 
- Tha newness of the overall community makes it safe and pleasant. I hope we have visionary leaders that will place a 
priority on maintaining the infrastructure of the community (streets, sidewalks, cleanliness, sanitary sewers and plant, 
etc.). We have very capable public safety departments - fire and police. Our libraries and parks are greatly improving 
with the help of bond money. I enjoy a unique outdoors environs available, e.g., Alum Rock Park (which was neglected in 
the last bond ballot). 
 
- That is is a vibrant medium sized city, which is relatively safe and with a rich variety of cultures. It is big enough to offer 
the entertainment options of a big city but still small enough to have its own character. 
 
- That it has and should be the leader in innovation. Have schools that are the best in the nation. Be the greenest largest 
city in the world.  
 
- That San Jose is a fairly young city with many ways to grow and suceed with some knowledgable guidance. Therefore its 
best asset would be its chance at adapting to changing times, better than many other large cities, expecially with more 
"green" incentives which it has done already. 
 
- That there are still so many long time residents here. 
 
- The ability for business people to create new products via their creativity and risk taking. 
 
- The ability to be outdoors day and night with wonderful weather and practically no insects is our greatest asset. With 
this comes great outdoor activity potential ranging from trails, parks & recreation to fresh produce and outdoor dining. In 
addition, our widely diverse population and restaurants make it an ideal social community. 
 
- The abundance of libraries and formal education. 
 
- THe access to theatres, sports functions, concerts, and activities. 
 
- The Agriculture and the Fine Arts of Diversity 
 
- The airport, libraries, university 
 
- The amount of jobs. 
 
- The Arena 
 
- The arena and the light rail. 
 
- The Arena Santana Row  
 
- The Arena, the surrounding hillsides(views), the new branch libraries and community centers, San Jose State University, 
the weather. 
 
- The art. On weekends i love to walk through the art galleries with a cup of coffee. On the weekends i attend many 
professional art production such as plays to ballet to opera. I also love living close to downtown and being able to walk to 
all these attractions.  
 
- The Arts and Culture scene in downtown San Jose is one of only 2 downtown cores that have theaters, museums, music, 
dance, and outdoor events close to a variety of restaurants and (nearly) adequate parking. Downtown San Jose has a 
small footprint. You can easily get in and out of the area, park once and walk to a dozen different things to see and do. The 
only other area that even comes close, is downtown Moutain View with its Center for the Performing Arts. Mt. View has 
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better weekend and evening parking availability, but not nearly as many entertainment choices. I love San Jose's outdoor 
festivals: Jazz, Christmas in the Park, etc.  
 
- The arts and the Martin Luther King Library You need to use the Rotunda for more events 
 
- The arts in particular the Ballet, symphony and Youth Theater 
 
- The Arts organizations and public art. Without a vibrant arts community the revenues of the city will go down from 
parking to restaurants-San Jose is too large and important a city to be "dead" at night. 
 
- The Arts, and close to my grandchildren 
 
- The Arts, More vibrant downtown 
 
- The arts: Opera San Jose, the Museum of Modern Art, the IMax, The Tech 
 
- The beautiful California hills surrounding our city along with the river running through it. The fact that we are one of 
the oldest cities in California. The relatively safe neighborhoods. 
 
- The beautiful 'Mediterranean' climate, the dynamic economic environment, the cultural diversity. 
 
- The beautiful parks and the special events that happens downtown. These special events should also be offered outside 
of towntown closer to the other ends of San Jose. 
 
- The beautiful weather that we enjoy. It gives people the ability/desire to be involved and out and about. It's not 
restrictive. 
 
- The beauty of our city parks, and the safety and learning opportunities afforded by the presence of the park rangers. A 
willingness of recent and current council members to utilize the community and its resources in a partnership of 
volunteers and city employees to care for San Jose and the assets each member values. 
 
- The best asset San Jose has is diversity and a good variety of events for all people ages and cultures  
 
- The brain pool and innovation 
 
- The brain-trust enticed by Silicon Valley's image. The natural beauty of the area. The quality of the schools and the 
diversity of the population. 
 
- The business activity in San Jose is it's most significant asset. 
 
- The Cesar Chavez Plaza WITHOUT the Quetzalcoatl statue. The San Jose History Museum. The Historic/Presidio 
locations. 
 
- The Children's Museum and amount of shopping and restaurants available. Also, HP Pavilion for the concerts. 
 
- The City Hall 
 
- The city staff. The diverse offerings of the city itself and its people. The cities moderate approach to change, and its long 
term plan that is not constantly changed just to push the hottest development possibility.  
 
- The city's Location in the Bay Area. And the weather.  
 
- The city's support of recreational programming adaptive to people with accessibilty and functioning needs and mental 
illness. The diversity in our city is terrific and I like that it is represented in our city hall body.  
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- The climate and being in the beautiful Santa Clara Valley, close to universities, great libraries and great cultural 
activities. 
 
- The climate and its diversity 
 
- The climate and proximity to high-tech employment. 
 
- The climate, diversity (ethnically, socially, age range) of residents, potential for growth and change, innovative and 
forward-thinking culture, high number of PhDs (transplants and home-grown) within a small radius of the city. 
 
- The climate, the innovation culture, the proximity to a variety of entertainment venues and options. 
 
- The climate...moved here from Minnesota! 
 
- The combination of jobs, diverse population, and downtown areas with potential to grow and develop 
 
- The community organizations and the existing/potential benefit from their involvement. 
 
- The condition of it streets and parks and street landscaping.  
 
- The creativity, innovation and entrepreneurial spirit of its residents. 
 
- The cultural aspects of downtown, such as the San Jose Museum of Art, MACLA, and the REP. 
 
- The cultural diversity 
 
- The cultural diversity, and modernity 
 
- The cultural diversity, climate, transportation and parking accomidations and much more. 
 
- The Cultural events 
 
- The culture and resturants. 
 
- The Culture centers, the pevillion, the childrens museumn etc!Also the home of the sharks. 
 
- The current leadership (Mayor, City Manager and City Council members) is one of San Jose's major assets. Involved 
residents who take pride in their neighborhoods are also valuable to the city of San Jose. 
 
- The cutural diversity of it's population and the festivals that reflect that....Film Festivals (Jewish, Latino,etc.), Jazz, blues 
& Art Festivals, just so many events that showcase San Jose's people.... 
 
- The desire of trying to improve city services. 
 
- The developing trail system and bike-friendly transportation and road ways. 
 
- The development of a modern airport since our airport was outdated and the availability of sports events, concerts and 
recreational activities to the avarage citizen.  
 
- the different cultures and diversities that all citizens seem to embrace for the most part  
 
- The different types of opportunities to better one's self, whether it be education, cultural enhancement, diverse job 
placements, etc. It's a great big melting pot for all walks of life. All we need is the opportunity to expand our horizons, and 
I feel that San Jose has the ability to give us that chance to grow and better ourselves and our communities. 
 
- the diverse array of ethnic backgrounds and events that invited you to participate 
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- The diverse community and excellent community parks. 
 
- The diverse culture. Low crimes make it a safe city compared to Oakland and San Francisco. 
 
- The diverse cultures and job opportunites.  
 
- The diverse people we see all around San Jose and the different variety of the food we can eat here. 
 
- The diverse population 
 
- The diverse, optimistic, and environmentally aware population. 
 
- The diversity and rich cultures present in San Jose is it's biggest asset. Secondary, would be it's committment to services 
for underpriviledge residents. Providing services to low income people in the long run makes our city stronger and 
SAFER! 
 
- The diversity in every neighborhood. 
 
- The diversity of activities and cultures represented in our city. The museums, California Theater, San Jose Rep, and 
other stage theaters such as The Stage and City Lights. The symphony and the opera. Jazz Festival as well as jazz clubs 
and performances. Various street festivals and celebrations in downtown as well as in various neighborhoods. Sharks as 
well as HP Pavilion attractions. 
 
- The diversity of cultures and rich variety of people. It is also a very safe city, and you can enjoy everything about it 
because of that. 
 
- The diversity of it's citizens. 
 
- The diversity of our city. The growth of our arts community. Weather 
 
- The diversity of people and neighborhoods; the economic opportunities; the involvement of residents, e.g. SNI Program 
and Good Neighbor Committee; festivals; Children's Museum; green vision... and much more! 
 
- the diversity of people, the diverisity of thoughts and ideas  
 
- The diversity of the city and the diversity of the people in the city. 
 
- the diversity of the community and the make up the city council. 
 
- The diversity of the people 
 
- The diversity of the people who live here. 
 
- The diversity of the people.  
 
- The diversity of the population which has led to diversity in public events, activities, and restaurants. 
 
- The diversity of the population. 
 
- The diversity of the residents-as well as the type of residents it attracts The proximity to recreational activities (Beach, 
SF, Tahoe, Yosemite to name a few) The weather 
 
- The diversity that is offered throughout the San Jose community and the events that are offered for free, bringing all the 
people from different cultures together.  
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- The diversity that is present in San Jose is definitely a significant asset. Not many other cities can boast a mini United 
Nations where many cultures coexist. 
 
- The diversity, downtown concerts, and restaurants  
 
- The diversity, the people of san jose are the most significant thing we have. 
 
- The diversity. 
 
- The downtown core is great for festivals with the great weather, variety of cultural venues and parks. 
 
- The economy 
 
- The fact that most technical start up jobs started within the silicon valley and the amount of culture that san jose has as 
a community.  
 
- The fact that San Jose is one of the safest cities.  
 
- The fertile soil is San Jose's best asset. Please save as much of it as you can. Don't pave over anymore fields. Instead of 
annexing more land, do infill projects. Unlike undeveloped land, the infrastructure is already there. 
 
- The generally warm, sunny weather. Large library system. Lots of higher education opportunities. 
 
- the Green Vision, a fifteen-year plan to transform San José into a world center of Clean Technology innovation, promote 
cutting-edge sustainable practices, and demonstrate that the goals of economic growth, environmental stewardship and 
fiscal responsibility are inextricably linked.  
 
- the guadalupe river trail, japan town, santa clara street, the san jose sharks, all of the people here. 
 
- The heart of innovation. 
 
- The high tech companies that have located along First Street; San Jose State University; Tech Museum; The Children 
Museum; San Jose Opera; HP Pavilion; the urban environment neighborhoods (Willow Glen, Rose Garden, etc.); The 
Center for the Performing Arts. 
 
- The History, The Parks, Community Centers, Disabled Outreach, Events & Museums NASCAR!, I love San Jose I will never 
move!!! 
 
- The Hockey Sharks Team, San Jose Museum of Art, CalTrain & Free Shuttle, San Jose Airport, Restaurant Seven, DeAnza 
Hotel Bar with Live Music, Fairmont, Hotel Montgomery, Muchos 
 
- The hope of a safe place 
 
- the HP Pavilion  
 
- The incredible GroundWerx team 
 
- The innovative and progressive thinking of our mayor, especially regarding his green vision! That kind of leadership 
makes me proud to be a California and want to stay in San Jose. 
 
- The land weather diversity 
 
- The librarie and the many galleries and museums, and the Universit;y 
 
- The library and the restaurants 
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- The light rail system in San Jose is one of its biggest assets. It's nightlife and art scene are also significant, although it 
would be nice if some of the restaurants were allowed to stay open after 2am. 
 
- The many choices for exposing my young children to the arts and theater. 
 
- The mixed society  
 
- the MLK library, tech companies present in the area, and great weather 
 
- The most significant asset that any large city can have is the feeling that one can be safe in his /her community at any 
time of the day or night. Major cities that have taken care of safety issues first have seen it attract business that 
dependends on people feeling secure when they are out spending money. Those cities that haven't marginalize their 
citizens and they exist in a state of uneasiness that prevades how they live and spend within their community. 
 
- The most significant assets are San Jose's cultural institutions - liibraries, theaters, galleries. museums, especially the 
Art Museum and History San Jose. The museums in particular are seriously underfunded. 
 
- The most significant assets are that it is a safe city. The city is growing.  
 
- The most significant assets of SJ are high tech companies and any other one that provides hundreds of jobs. 
 
- the museums and downtown surroundings 
 
- the musiums 
 
- The natural beauty of the area, the mediterranean climate, and the spirit of enthusiastic innovation. 
 
- The need to change the perception of San Jose as the other city of the Bay Area. We are a great city and we need to show 
the state and the nation we are, by our innovation to social and environmental creativity. We can do it! 
 
- The new airport and an educated workforce 
 
- The nice views of the hills  
 
- The obvious advantages of the area are the weather and the high tech culture. These resources can be built on by 
building more walkable, mixed purpose neighborhoods. It's always good to have 'eyes on the street' by mixing residential 
and commercial spaces. Encourage innovation by lowering the business tax and making it easier for people to do 
business in San Jose. Build flexibility into the draconian building permit process. I love the San Jose Museum of Arts. 
We're a nerd household and entering that foreign land of modern art always gives us a new perspective and 
understanding of the world that more technically oriented attractions don't provide. 
 
- The old San Jose area. 
 
- The opera is the reason we go to San Jose. From there we got to the Art Museum. Also have been in San Jose for jury 
duty and as visitors to a court case we were interested in. 
 
- the parks 
 
- The parks. 
 
- the people 
 
- the people are its assets. 
 
- The people ESP the kids.  
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- The people here are a tremendous asset. They are bright, hard working, and family oriented. We have the capability to 
solve problems, create opportunity, and allow families to stay near each other. 
 
- The people in the community. The beautiful weather we have. The diversity and how people typically get along okay.  
 
- The people living in San Jose and Morgan Hill are friendly, open to new ideas, and community minded. I love the 
diversity, community centers, stores, adult and children events. I travel between Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
and California and I always look forward to returning to my home in this beautiful valley. 
 
- The people of course. We are affluent, educated and on the cutting edge of the cultural, scientific and technological 
scenes. We have wonderful parks, libraries, museums, theatres, and university. Music in the Park has been great this year. 
City government seems to work. Oh, did I mention the weather is great! 
 
- The people of San Jose are its biggest asset. 
 
- The people the music and art they create. I love the weather in San Jose, it is the best in the bay area. I love how flat San 
Jose is, that makes it easy to bike around. I like the friendliness of the people. 
 
- The people who chose to live here despite the problems. 
 
- The people who live here and the leaders who are constantly trying to improve our environment. 
 
- The people, the variety, the food, the small restaurants and small business owners that create places I'm interested in 
going to.  
 
- The People. Going from place to place I find the people here more friendly. 
 
- The pleasant weather 
 
- The Police Department 
 
- The police. They risk their lives everyday while facing gangs and life-threatening possibilities daily. They keep the 
peace. 
 
- The possibilities for growth regarding the arts. I just visited Montreal where they have free music festival throughout 
the city and its suburbs. Some small events, some with international names. Also, fine arts are everywhere....I'd like to see 
the same in San Jose. 
 
- the potential for the downtown to become the cultural center of the south bay 
 
- The public library system. 
 
- the public transportation, the museum, 
 
- The quality of it's artistic groups. 
 
- The quality of the city libraries. This is a resource that gives people of all economic levels the same services 
 
- The quantity of libraries that San José has thougtfully planned and constructed for the community, and the quality of 
materials and services to be found within them. 
 
- The regional workforce. 
 
- the restaurants  
 
- The rich cultural diversity of our community is San Jose's most significant asset today and in the future. 
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- The richness of experience by virtue of its diverse population. 
 
- The safety of our city and people here are very friendly. 
 
- The San Jose Arena 
 
- The San Jose Art Museum nd San Jose State University. 
 
- The San Jose History Park is well equipped to offer such extremely wonderful opportunities for fun and educational 
programs and experiences to the public as well as the schools! Tapestry of Art is magnificant!! The creativity displayed is 
truly awesome!! San Jose State University is an awesome educational institution; truly magnificant in several ways!! 
 
- The San Jose Jazz Festival is one of the cities biggest draws for tourism. The Guadalupe River Project and linear park is 
an asset that is vastly under-used and worth exploiting. 
 
- The San Jose Public Library's libraries are absolutely magnificent and have a worldwide reputation as being leaders in 
many areas. San Jose has a reputation as the heart of Silicon Valley (one we might lose if we don't keep up). San Jose is 
huge and has so much land. There is a lot of opportunity for bettering neighborhoods (renovations and development of 
what's already there), instead of continuing to sprawl. 
 
- The San Jose Sharks 
 
- The services the City provides through the great work force that they have. 
 
- The Shark Tank, the Performing Arts Center, The Tech Museum, The Children's Museum, The Theater, and the 
restaurants. 
 
- The Sharks 
 
- The Sharks The SJ Giants SJSU EVC Open space areas Alum Rock Park Lake Cunningham 
 
- The Sharks! 
 
- The Sharks! And the safer downtown night life feel. 
 
- The Sharks! Known as one of the safest cities in the US. Our airport. San Jose State  
 
- the SHARKS, cultural diversity, proximity to silicon valley, some good schools 
 
- The Sharks, Santana Row 
 
- The Sharks, SJSU, HP Pavilion, San Jose Intl. Airport, Tech Museum, Discovery Museum, The San Jose Earthquakes, 
libraries, Santana Row, Valley Fair and Oakridge shopping centers. 
 
- The Sharks, Tech Museum 
 
- The Sharks. The Tech, Rosicrucian, and Childrens' Discover Museums. 
 
- The shopping centers, entertainment, and get-aways.  
 
- The size of our territorial boundaries is a great asset 
 
- the skarks hocky club 
 
- the small town feel in an emerging city 
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- The south bay area is rich with junior colleges. There are 6 JCs within 20 minutes of my offering me the opportunity to 
enjoy almost a variety of classes; enriching my soul through physical fitness and performing arts, and challenging my 
brain with science and math courses, and keeping me up to date with computers and modern technology. 
 
- The street grid, mix of uses, and architectural character of the existing pre-war inner city neighborhoods (Northside, 
Naglee park, Japantown, etc). 
 
- The strong sense of community and it's celebration of diversity and heritage. 
 
- The summer events draw people from all walks of life. It's enjoyable to walk out doors and hear different languages and 
music swirling around the laughter.  
 
- the Tech museum - the Discovery museum -- The Repertory theater -- small shopping districts with boutique type 
stores --  
 
- The Tech museum of Innovation,Caltrain station service,lightrail system, Libary, Rosegarden park, 
 
- The Tech Museum, Children's Discovery Museum, Kelly Park and Happy Hollow Zoo, The Guadalupe River Park and 
various historic and cultural sites, Japan Town, The Sihk Gudwara, and the Buddhist Temples and Wats. 
 
- The technological innovation, the diversity, and the weather. 
 
- The theaters - including the Rep, the Stage, City Lights - offer programs of more interest than mainstream theater. And 
of course, the San Jose Museum of Art. Wonderful venues for students. 
 
- The unbelievably diverse mix of citizens we have here. From specialized University and Post-grad. trained people, to 
those who have tremendous life experiences that they bring to the table. No where else in the world comes close! 
 
- the underground indie art movement that not only involves young people 
 
- The University 
 
- The Universitys, the San Jose Airport, the shopping malls, and the quality restaurants.  
 
- The variet of free cultural events that take place in San Jose 
 
- The variety of activities available within the core downtown area and the ease of accessing them by transit. 
 
- The variety of cultures. The abundance of venues for entertainment. The wealth of parks.  
 
- The vast cultural history and traditions represented by the people of San Jose. 
 
- The vibrant downtown area.  
 
- The way San Jose shows it cares about the people who live here. San Jose provides services that help people to help 
themselves. 
 
- the weatheer is hard to beat............. 
 
- The weather 
 
- The weather 
 
- the weather 
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- The weather 
 
- The weather 
 
- the weather 
 
- The weather  
 
- the weather  
 
- The weather allows outdoor activities year around. We have unique neighborhoods, locally owned "4 stars" restaurants 
and excellent entertainment options, from theatre to live music and festivals.  
 
- The weather and I feel v ery safe  
 
- The weather and the multi-cultural residents. 
 
- The weather and the possibility to use the land to re-establish agricultural interests to be able to feed all of us in 2040. 
Remember prunes...? Food close be could create jobs,establish eco-friendly infill, and be a teaching tool for our children 
and encourage more young people to to look to the land for jobs. 
 
- The weather climate 
 
- The weather here is outstanding and San Jose has a number of outdoor spaces in which to enjoy that weather. 
 
- The weather here, the diversity, a nice relatively safe downtown area, and the jobs available here. 
 
- The weather in San Jose is so wonderfully agreeable most of the time. Great place to grow your own food. The public 
programs (arts, music) that are held in downtown are terrific.  
 
- The weather invites people to enjoy outdoor activities and promotes a civility of people when they are outdoors sharing 
a venue 
 
- The Weather is a huge asset - you can plan outdoor activities nearly ten months a year. Our cultural diversity is also a 
big plus. 
 
- The weather is great - we get lots of sunshine. The downtown festivals such as the Jazz festival and Music in the Park are 
wonderful.  
 
- The weather is its number one asset. Without good weather San Jose would be a far less pleasant or fun place to live. Its 
closeness to the ocean and mountains (Sierras). San Jose is a very livable city due to the size restrictions placed on high 
rises. The unintended consequences have enabled the city to have a more European feel. It should capitalize on this.  
 
- The weather is nice. 
 
- The weather is the greatest. The hospitals are very accessible. Easy access to shopping malls and the beautiful trees and 
parks. 
 
- the weather is THE most significant asset here. I like the hike/bike trails.  
 
- The weather to enjoy all of San Jose's activities year-round. 
 
- The weather!  
 
- The weather! The location is good, too, being centrally located in the valley. 
 



104 
 

San Jose Envision 2040 Plan Wikiplanning On-Line Civic Engagement Campaign 
 

 

- THE WEATHER! THE WEATHER! THE WEATHER! 
 
- The weather, a relatively congestion-free downtown, the Silicon Valley entrepreneurial population. 
 
- The weather, diversity, proximity to San Francisco. It's in the middle of Silicon Valley. 
 
- The weather, it is perfect for alternative transportation and the transitions including; Light and Heavy Rail, SOV, 
motorcycle, bicycle, skateboard, scooter, wheelchair, walking, etc.  
 
- the weather, natural beauty of bay area, innovation as a basis for everyhitng that we do and qulaity education 
institutions  
 
- The weather, the high technology economy, the diversity of people, regional parks 
 
- The weather, the jazz festival, outdoor cinema, potential for solar, libraries, public transit, proximity to a wide variety of 
environments (sea, snow, mountains, lakes, redwoods, etc.) 
 
- The weather, the people being highly educated and diverse, and the opportunities it provides. 
 
- the weather, the people, the diversity 
 
- The weather. 
 
- The weather. 
 
- The weather. 
 
- The wide variety of artistic and cultural choices available. 
 
- The wonderful climate. 
 
- Theater incl Opera, Plays, symphony, Bway, VTA, continuing education for all ages 
 
- theater's, small dow town is 'walkable', weather 
 
- Their Police Department. One of the safest cities in America with one of the lowest ratios of officers per citizen 
 
- There are a lot of people who live in San Jose, I think by having art festivals and so on, it would help reduce crimes 
because more people would have something to do and the festivals are usually free which attracts more people. 
 
- There are a wide range of cultural and arts (music, textiles, theater, etc.)events in the city. 
 
- There are still traces of capitalism left in San Jose. Some people still understand that it is individual efforts that together 
make a strong economy .  
 
- There is a great energy of diversity and cultural expression in San Jose. I would love to see more concentrated efforts in 
providing services and counseling to our youth, elders and disenfranchised people, particularly around the issues of 
crisis, loss and change.  
 
- There is a lot of potential in San Jose. People are becoming more interested in where they live, and how they can make it 
better.  
 
- There is a lot to offer to many different people and types of families. San Jose has grown culturally and has a lot for 
people to enjoy (ex: malls, parks, workplaces). 
 
- There is a vast variety of things to do all over San Jose. 
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- Thriving arts environment 
 
- Ties to Silicon Valley and a growing reputation in environmental innovation 
 
- To bring art and culture to all people young and old. To give insight to different artists which I believe the SJMA does for 
the community. 
 
- Traffic and safety 
 
- Trail network. 
 
- Trails and outdoor recreation 
 
- Transportation accessibility 
 
- transportation and downtown 
 
- Transportation and Trail systems 
 
- transportation to SF and Monterey. Discovery Museum. Hi tech museum. San Jose Sharks.  
 
- trees, open space, trails, low levels of crime  
 
- Tremendous natural assets of climate and location with few limiting natural liabilities 
 
- Two important assets for me are - the many social services this city promotes, and that San Jose City employs a large 
cultural diversity of employess. 
 
- Under used buildings/spaces 
 
- Underdeveloped city center & transportation corridors will allow room for smart growth. Residents love for San Jose 
and their willingness to support activities when promoted. 
 
- Unfortunately, there are essentially no assets left due to misguided city politics. The most important assets that the city 
once possessed were: orchards, department stores in the business district and a thriving downtown.  
 
- Uninhabited hillsides 
 
- Unique museums and the Stage Company. 
 
- University is in close proximity to the downtown area. The face of downtown is changing. Streets are more attractive 
and more businesses are popping up. 
 
- University small town feel with big city events, such as Jazz Festival Child oriented museums 
 
- Untapped arts resources 
 
- varied geography, interesting and varied ethnic background, proximity to other desirable areas such as San Francisco 
Bay areas or Monterey Bay Areas 
 
- Variety 
 
- Variety of activities, malls, grocery stores, nearby sports stadiums, theatres, etc. You never have to travel far to do 
something fun!  
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- Variety of good restaurants for lunch, the Guadalupe River Park, Childrens Discovery Museum, the Tech Museum... 
 
- Variety of housing and job opportunities; close to everything (beach, mountains, San Francisco, etc.); International 
Airport;  
 
- Variety of museums Diversity of restaurants The people 
 
- Variety of neighborhoods (eg. Willow Glen, Almaden, etc.) with a smaller community feel in close proximity to both city 
attractions (theatre, music, restaurants etc.) and open space trails 
 
- Variety of restaurants, shopping and events. 
 
- Vast number of cultural, educational and environmental resources to access 
 
- Veggielution Urban Farming Project, San Jose Bike Party, South First Friday, Trial's Pub, a very diverse downtown, a 
huge amount of cyclists 
 
- very biker friendly, farmers markets, free downtown concerts 
 
- Very livable downtown. Arts organizations and presentations. Compactness. 
 
- Vibrant arts & cultural community, great museums, some nice restaurants.  
 
- Vibrant technology and diverse cultures Great weather 
 
- Vibrant, tech-based economy. Large class of highly educated people. 
 
- VTA rail, accessibility to sillicon valley companies 
 
- VTA, freeway/highway access. Business Sector. People & Dog Parks. Activities, educational, & entertainment. 
 
- walkability communities and farmer's markets during the (Tue)week and weekends (San Pedro); Jazz ensemble on 
weekends; Tapestry & Talent Weekend 
 
- Walkability of city, access to culture and museums 
 
- Walkable downtown. 
 
- Walking/bike trail by Guadelupe river. 
 
- Warm climate and central location in the south San Francisco Bay Area. Numerous neighborhoods with unique 
characteristics. 
 
- Warm summer nights, SJ Museum of Art, King Library. 
 
- warm weather, parks, flat ground, new technologies which provide jobs and drive the US economy out of 
recession/depression, better Social Services department, better Housing department than many other counties 
 
- Warmer than north bay. Cheaper housing. Jobs. 
 
- Waste water treatment plant, sanitary sewer system, San Jose State University, parks and trails, mountains and hills, 
and hi-tech companies such as GOOGLE, YAHOO, etc...,  
 
- We are a growing city with many parks,diverse cultures, arts and entertainment, resturants, employment opportunities 
and schools surrounded by beautiful views of the mountains.  
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- We are blessed with a climate that allows for year round outdoor activities and gardening.  
 
- We are diverse 
 
- We are surrounded by beautiful hillside parks, proximity to the ocean, proximity to San Francisco, The Guadalupe River 
Park and its trails, incredible ethnic diversity represented in so many ways (people, language, great restaurants 
throughout the city), the best climate in bay area... the San Jose Jazz festival, and Cinequest film fest. 
 
- We have a great climate, currently an open and responsive mayor and council, forward thinking traditions, innovative 
arts and cultural climate, beginnings of a good trail system (though it is not as safe as it could be for solo users). We are 
moving toward openness in government. We have an active and supportive system for our ethnically diverse 
constituents. Prop 13 does protect low income and elderly homeowners, and given the very costly state of survival here it 
is necessary. 
 
- We have a highly diverse arts and entertaiment community!  
 
- We have a number of museums and places to go to learn about everything from the environment, to how things work, to 
technology and many large companies in our area contribute if not money, then time.  
 
- We have a very diverse community, with people from all over the world living and working side by side. Our culture is 
richer because we embrace each others' differences and similarities. This is exemplified in Spanish immersion, Chinese 
immersion, French immersion and other such schools. We are a fairly clean city where we can feel safe.  
 
- We have great public transportation. The light rail is quick and easy. Caltrain goes to and from SFO to Diridon. More 
companies should subsidize/offer free passes like Cisco to help get people in the habit and reduce commute times. There 
are also a ton of great restaurants, clubs and bars within walking distance of activities. For example you can go to the 
Convention Center, Tech Museum or California Theatre for a daytime event using the Santa Teresa/Alum Rock line. Then 
walk over to a nice dinner at Michael Mina's Arcadia or the Wine Spectator Award of Excellence winner Il Fornaio for 
dinner and then have casual (less expensive) after dinner drinks at South First Street Billiards bar or try out a late night 
pool game or darts to sober up before driving. These are just some of the things we do around town. We love downtown 
San Jose and I am a planner so I like to have lots of options and or activities. San Jose really has a lot but not so much you 
are intimidated to just show up and decide on the fly. There's a wait at Arcadia or it doesn't look fun, pop over to Eulipia 
or Mosaic. The diversity is not just in the people the come to San Jose it's also in what San Jose has to offer to diverse 
tastes.  
 
- We have several fantastic arts organizations! There are always more performances listed in the Mercury News than I 
have time to go to (even though I'd like to). Not to mention the museums... 
 
- We have the best little big city! We have a diverse and rich arts and cultural center, SoFA District, First Fridays, San Jose 
Museum of Art, Opera San Jose, Cinequest, Music in the Park, Left Coast Live, SubZero, our restaurants are epicurian 
treasures, and light rail to get there! 
 
- We live downtown already for the diversity of our neighborhood and the proximity to the library, museums and 
restaurants. If the bike/walking paths were more complete, i would use my car even less than i do now. But, biking on the 
city streets is just too dangerous for me and my kids. 
 
- We love the California Theater and all the various events that are held there. We love the beauty of walking in 
downtown SJ and only wish there was some decent shopping there. We have not had a chance to bike the new trail along 
the river yet but plan to do so. If it is safe, it would be a great asset for all. 
 
- We love the San Jose Discovery Museum and visit often. 
 
- We still have green / open space. Our downtown does not sprawl like San Francisco. We have a somewhat walkable 
downtown. 
 
- We still have open spaces the hills that make our City beautiful. 
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- Wealth and education of its residents, proximity to various high tech industrial centers, beginnings of a good 
transportation infrastructure 
 
- Weather 
 
- Weather 
 
- weather 
 
- weather 
 
- weather 
 
- weather 
 
- weather 
 
- weather 
 
- weather 
 
- weather 
 
- Weather 
 
- Weather 
 
- weather 
 
- weather and educational opportunities 
 
- Weather and location 
 
- Weather and our home vegetable and fruit garden 
 
- Weather and proximity to a wide variety of destinations 
 
- weather and proximity to beaches, mountains and parks. 
 
- Weather and the ability to take ideas such as solar power and grow them into a business opportunity. Highly educated 
employee base to choose from 
 
- Weather and the beautiful outdoors-green parks, clean streets and safe neighborhoods. 
 
- Weather Colleges 
 
- Weather Diverse population Varied occupations SJSU Developing downtown  
 
- weather diversity 
 
- Weather Diversity San Jose State University Museums: Art, Contemporary Art, Tech, Children's, Rosecrucian, Quilt,etc. 
Low crime rate Great theatre 
 
- Weather Diversity Small town feel San Jose Ballet 
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- Weather Environmental Standards 
 
- Weather Ethnic Diversity Center of High Tech (although this is slipping away) Very tolerant / accepting population 
 
- weather housing proximity to jobs in cities north 
 
- Weather is awesome, location is great in respect to being able to get to water or snow within a reasonable amount of 
time. Variety of everything from stores to activities.  
 
- weather is best in the world corporate job opportunities good but could be better airport is excellent but needs 
additional carriers pro sharks hockey is excellent but need effort for more pro teams.  
 
- Weather is the greatest assest San Jose has to offer 
 
- Weather Neighborhoods with old beautiful houses 
 
- Weather, acces to multiple cultures, quality and variety of retail sites, jobs, and a population that values quality of all 
areas of civic life. 
 
- weather, beauty, diversity 
 
- Weather, beauty, size,  
 
- weather, bright airy feeling 
 
- Weather, bright minds, and innovation 
 
- Weather, central Bay Area location, innovative museums 
 
- weather, cultural diversity, arts/theatre, jobs 
 
- Weather, diverse population that freely interacts across race boundaries, broad array of entertainment and recreational 
opportunities, safety 
 
- Weather, diversity of cultures, high paying jobs, close proximity to locations such as SF, Yosemite, beachs.  
 
- weather, diversity, environment 
 
- Weather, diversity, opportunity 
 
- Weather, diversity, parks 
 
- weather, diversity, police and fire depts. housing, senior centers 
 
- Weather, downtown, cultural events, Camera Cinemas 
 
- Weather, education opportunities and its people. Not necessarily in that order. 
 
- Weather, employment opportunities, educational opportunities,  
 
- Weather, ethnic diversity, access, parking, strong leadership, fiscally sound management 
 
- Weather, Freeway Access, Shopping Centers, Suburban Lifestyle, Safety in the communities 
 
- weather, general safety for a large city, cultural/ethnic diversity, high-tech focus 
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- weather, hi tech innovation 
 
- Weather, Hi-Tech Economic base 
 
- Weather, High-Tech jobs and diverse ethnic groups. 
 
- Weather, Hills, Trail Network, Walkable and Clean Downtown, San Jose State University, Santana Row, Part of Silicon 
Valley Economy, San Jose Arena, Good Private Schools, Diverse Population, Low Crime Rate ... 
 
- Weather, history, industry, diversity, neighborhoods 
 
- Weather, Innovation, Center of Silicon Valley, a caring community - especially wonderful social service providers 
 
- Weather, jobs, educated population. 
 
- Weather, local talent 
 
- Weather, Location 
 
- Weather, location near coast,Tech Museum, Sharks, jobs, innovative spirit. 
 
- weather, location, diversed culture 
 
- weather, location, diversity, jobs 
 
- Weather, location/landscape, economic potential, safe environment. 
 
- Weather, low crime rate, ethnic diversity, revitalizaton of downtown, SJSU, being part of "Silicon Valley", green vision 
 
- Weather, lower big city crime rate 
 
- weather, new city hall, Sharks (even tho I'm not a fan), Willow Glen, Alameda and Campbell business districts, the 
potential of Guadalupe RiverPark if we can do it right (think Golden Gate Park)  
 
- Weather, nice downtown area, diversified housing, proximity to beaches and mountains, culture/arts, job opportunities 
 
- weather, open space, proximity to a wide variety of other areas (beach, moutains, other large cities), culturally diverse.  
 
- Weather, proximity to green areas and to large city events. 
 
- Weather, proximity to higher learning establishments which increases prosperity and improve the quality of life for all 
 
- Weather, proximity to jobs, HP Pavilion, San Jose Sharks and San Jose State 
 
- Weather, proximity to ocean, bay and mountains, proximity to other great areas such as San Francisco, Monterey, Santa 
Cruz, Napa etc.  
 
- Weather, Public Safety 
 
- WEATHER, PUBLIC TRANSIT (BUT WE NEED BART!!!), DIVERSE CULTURE, MANY ENTERTAINMENT ARENAS, MANY 
ARTS FAIRS, STREET FAIRS, ETC., GOOD THEATER/MOVIES 
 
- Weather, relativly clean city, ie free of litter, good street paving in most areas, nice cultural area, good sports available, 
 
- weather, restaurants 
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- weather, restaurants, cultural events, technology sector 
 
- weather, safety, cleanliness, diversity, innovativeness, topography, part of the Bay Area "triad" (San Jose - Oakland - San 
Francisco), open space 
 
- weather, safety, diversity, light rail,  
 
- Weather, safety, friendly and down to earth people, and most of all San Jose's potential 
 
- Weather, Santana Row, Airport, Lower crime than some 
 
- Weather, Security for residents, lack of significant racial conflicts 
 
- Weather, SJRA, walkablity 
 
- Weather, surrounding mountains, closeness to ocean and San Francisco. Diversity. 
 
- weather, symphony and jazz festival,high-rise condos. restaurants, businesses, vta. I wish the city had more open space 
and parks. Too bad the original planners didn't see the European concept of town squares, etc. They are great places to 
get tog and be outside. 
 
- Weather, technology economy, ease of access 
 
- weather, trails, diversity, cultural events 
 
- Weather, variety of ethnic backgrounds.  
 
- Weather, weather, and weather. 
 
- weather,location,history 
 
- Weather. 
 
- Weather.  
 
- Weather. "Openness" to people of all ages and ethnicities. 
 
- Weather. Diversity of people. The views around the fountain in Plaza de Cesar Chavez. Being IN Silicon Valley. Streets 
with Jacaranda trees in full bloom. 
 
- WEATHER. lOCATION NEAR MAJOR ATTRACTIONS: OCEAN, MOUNTAINS, SAN FRANCISCO, MONTEREY.  
 
- weather. natural beauty of location. easy travel to coast and Sierras.  
 
- Weather. Relatively safe. Historic neighborhoods. 
 
- Weather. Traffic/streets not too dense or confusing, although light rail has made it a bit more to watch out for, but I 
support light rail & public transit. Urban trails & park trails, bike routes. Vietnamese & Chinese restaurants & tofu shops. 
Fairly close interesting shops & major shopping. San Jose History Museum. Emma Prusch Farm/Park. Alum Rock Park. 
Community Gardens.  
 
- Weather/climate, economy/jobs, greenery/landscaping 
 
- Weather/climate. Most time San Jos is a large city without large city congestions (like Los Angeles/New York.  
 
- Weather; diversity; cleanliness; higher educational facilities; myriad of theatrical and performing arts opportunities. 
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- welcoming community. vibrant energy. Temperate climate. different ethnicities. metropolis potential. 
 
- Well educated community, high earners, nearby open spaces 
 
- Well, my mom from out of town loved the light rail system. She thought it was very handy. I would also say that many, 
many people use our creek trails as well. 
 
- When I meet out of town folks that are visiting they always tend to ask, "What is there to do around here?" I think SJ has 
activites for all ages, from Music in the Park on nice summer days to Christmas in the Park during the winter. There's the 
Tech Museum, theaters, comedy clubs, bars, night clubs and lounges, SJ Sharks, marathons, resturants and more. We are a 
very diverse and accepting town of all cultures. Non-locals should tell that we take pride in our city because it is pretty 
clean for the most part and updated. Most importantly, I believe SJ is lively and energetic. 
 
- While it has a rich history, there is no coordinated efforts to enhance the experience of visiting historic place throughout 
the city (not just downtown) 
 
- While technology likely tops the list, to once again become a "valley of the heart's delight" would be wonderful. Restore 
a green, pastoral, healthy environment. And let our intercultural, intergenerational, socio-economical relationships be of 
greatest value and happiness. 
 
- wide range of cultural events. Downtown San Jose is very unique and diverse. 
 
- willingness to make improvements. 
 
- Willow Glen community - very quaint and beautiful Downtown - more arts and cultural events San Jose Giants and San 
Jose Sharks HP Pavilion 
 
- Winchester Mystery house, downtown festivals, theater performances and musical performances 
 
- Wonderful cultural diversity and a great broad-based attitude about community, diversity, tolerance and acceptance. 
Also, the emphasis on environmental awareness and green technology is a great asset as is the public art the is giving the 
City some real distinction and character and make it more fun and interesting to be in. Interesting restaurants; 
Japantown is a great cultural destination as are other neighborhoods that amplify the mixed cultures that make up San 
Jose.  
 
- Wonderful downtown area. I used to live at 101 San Fernando while I attended San Jose State University. I loved it! 
Close to everything! I also liked the active community involvement, especially in relation to children. 
 
- Wonderful libraries and innovation downtown 
 
- Wonderful location.Ethnic diversity.Affordable housing.  
 
- Wonderful weather Cultural diversity and heritage Beautiful geographic location 
 
- work opporunities, particularly innovation, culture-rich companies - trails, parks and outdoor activities 
 
- Working hard to reduce crimeI'm not a public transportation Cultural diversity 
 
- World class Arena/Shark Tank, highly professional police and fire dept's, Tech museum 
 
- WPCP 
 
- You can find almost anything here.  
 
- You pay attention to thinking of green solutions to problems and seem to care about the environment. 
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If you could change ONE thing about San Jose to make it a better city, what would it be? Note: 

Text based responses will be anonymously posted to the message board. 
 

- Reduce the overall cost of living here. 
 
- "Build subways and people will walk more" - Make SJ the MOST pedestrian (walking) friendly city in the west coast! 
Walking builds communities, builds sexy legs, builds strong hearts - it builds sustainable happiness! 
 
- better public transportation 
 
- Make downtown more pedestrian friendly. While one obvious remedy is to get tenants for vacant spaces, that's not 
enough. New buildings are being design to be pedestrian hostile (or at least not very appealing and enticing to the 
pedestrian). 
 
- we need a transportation system that works, runs early and late hours and that is affordable. I'd like to see it be as 
effective as NYC's subway system, but not as filthy and congested 
 
-education. Where are the intellectual opportunities for the people of San Jose? If the main attraction of the core 
(downtown) of San Jose is clubs, is that what is at the heart of San Jose? The arts, professional organizations and 
professional development, forums for intellectural discourse, organizations for humanitarian or philanthropic causes are 
sadly lacking. Smart, caring adults create smart, caring children create a more evolved culture. 
 
-schools -education 
 
- 1 thing?... better public transportation (i.e. more expansive light rail and/or BART) 
 
- 1) Continuing the fight to keep community centers open.  
 
- 1) Much more low and middle income housing 
 
- 1) The downtown core needs improvement. It should have more businesses - financial institutions, law offices, tech and 
software companies, etc. It should be an appealing location for notable companies. 2) North San Jose, particularly Alviso 
should be developed. I believed this is one of the City's major assets and should be fully capitalized to our benefit. 
 
- 1)get rid of requiring businesses to pay a certain amount, called living wage ordinance. This is extortion.. 2)get rid of 
Domestic Partners-it's killing our health care and costs go through the roof. No actuarial study was done when they 
implemented this failed policy. 
 
- 1. Physically seperated bike lanes on (downtown) streets, street calming improvements; reducing four lane streets (like 
Santa Clara) to two lane and add seperated bike lane. Seperated bike lane to train station on San Fernando. 2. Remove 
boarding homes close to SJSU and neighborhoods, densely populated with kids (like Naglee Park) 3. Establish Santana 
Row type shopping experience in downtown SJ 3. More outdoor caffees/restaurants 
 
- 1. SHOPPING IN DOWNTOWN 
 
- A better "downtown" experience involving restaurants, art galleries, museums, clubs, shopping, etc. Something to draw 
many people to the city center, especially in the evenings. 
 
- A better calendar or information repository of events in the various council districts. 
 
- a better downtown 
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- A better downtown but I'm not sure that's possible. Efforts are ongoing to improve the downtown but the clientele is 
not great. 
 
- A better downtown, with high density housing nearby and a good selection of grocery stores, department stores, 
restaurants and cultural events. 
 
- A better football team at SJSU 
 
- A better run and more accessible public transit system. It is very easy to get around San Francisco on public transit, but 
not so easy in San Jose. Although San Francisco is a much more compact community, I think that use of public 
transportation should be more encouraged. 
 
- A city government that encouraged entreprenurial efforts and did more than pay lip service to the community. People 
don't need dollars, they need honest access. 
 
- A city is only as great as the health and safety of its marginalized people. Our homeless population is OURS', not another 
city's or another nation's. These are our kids who are involved in drive-by shootings, not some drugged up bunch of such-
and-such a race that everyone knows is up to no good. There is no possibility of comfortable living in a town or city 
unless the problems of gangs, blight, poverty and hunger at the local level are addressed by everyone. Addressing the 
problems of poverty start by understanding and overcoming long-held prejudices. There are some wonderful 
partnerships in which different ethnic groups are working for the common good. If you want a gang to stop tagging and 
terrorizing, you have to help them to take pride in their city and neighborhood, give assistance to families who are 
desperately trying to keep their kids in school and out of gangs. If I were the queen of San Jose, I would require all my 
subjects to take a course called "leadership, San Jose." You cannot be in my kingdom unless you understand what it takes 
to run it, who all lives here and to sign an agreement that you will give x hours a month as a volunteer to fix something in 
the system that is broken. You aren't allowed to call a councilmember and crab about your neighborhood and demand 
he/she fixes it as if you dropped in from another planet and the hotel isn't up to your expectations. When you call a 
councilmember it is to offer the terrific solution you just thought up about a problem.  
 
- A commitment to public safety; establishing a baseline level of Police and Fire staffing based on population and calls for 
service. 
 
- A complete(non-automobile based)transportation system. Such as a complete bike path system to allow a safe, healthy, 
beautiful place off roads for active commuting, children to play, and people to exorcise, that encompasses every corner of 
the city without ever requiring mixing with car traffic. That in addition to better access to fast efficient innercity and 
intercity trains to make a complete transit system. 
 
- A diversity of neighborhoods that allows a different experience in each location. For example, visiting Japantown is very 
different that strolling down The Alameda. Create unique neighborhoods that encourages people to stay, shop and 
experience the best of SJ.  
 
- A downtown with world class restaurants and less thugs. 
 
- A downtown worth going to. 
 
- A dramatically improved public transportation system, along the line of what Portland, OR, has accomplished. 
 
- a geographical landmark (or lack thereof) i.e. Lake, River (with a capital R), Bay, ocean, mountain, hill, etc. 
 
- A GIANT Central park, like Chicago and New York.  
 
- A group of known leaders who can constelate the energy to make down town the center of the area.  
 
- A HUGE public pool in the middle of downtown San Jose. 
 
- A larger downtown area & more sky scrapers 
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- a lovely, inviting, vibrant, walkable downtown 
 
- A lower cost for living in it. 
 
- A massive reduction in the government bureacuracy. The issue is not the size really but the cost which detracts from 
our ability to have better schools etc. 
 
- a more active and celebrated downtown... 
 
- A more dense downtown with retail shopping that could compete with the malls, more high end restaurants and more 
office buildings with good jobs. 
 
- A more engaging and lively downtown district with ample opportunities for families and individuals alike. 
 
- A more entreprenurial approach to public service e.g. fixed route taxis owned by individuals.  
 
- A more focused, organized and cohesive downtown. 
 
- A more senior friendly city. 
 
- A more vibrant downtown 
 
- A more vibrant downtown with better independent shops, restaurants, and sporting events. 
 
- A more vibrant downtown with diverse shops and restaurants, filling in the gaps and parking lots that currently exist. 
 
- A more vibrant downtown with world class restaurants, arts, and entertainment. 
 
- a more vibrant downtown. 
 
- A more vibrant, lively downtown with a greater variety of shopping and entertainment venues. 
 
- A more vibrant, vital downtown that is a destination 
 
- A nice skyline 
 
- A nicer, more friendly downtown area. 
 
- A rail system that actually connected with BART, and the surrounding communities better. 
 
- a REAL downtown with real shopping, restaurants and nightlife. 
 
- A sports complex for our youth that would allow year round play. 
 
- A unique shopping experience for middle class. Santana Row is nice but out of my budget for the most part. A 
developement that would include historic value with entertainment, walking areas and shopping in a unique 
environment. 
 
- A wider selection of restaurants and cafes. There are too few places to go and spend time and money. 
 
- A world class arts/performance theater 
 
- Absolutely, San Jose needs better public transportation. We're living through an economy that requires many to have 
multiple jobs but truly it is a lack of time (to make the many transfers and connections required without a car) that keeps 
the poor poor.  
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- Access to public transportation within as well as from close cities. 
 
- According to my husband, more golf courses. Good transportation to the airport. 
 
- active downtown needed with nice stores 
 
- Actively develop partnerships and provide accessibility to resources for local mainstream faith-based organizations 
such as churches in our communities and groups like City Team Ministries.  
 
- Activities within SJ are too spread out. It would be better if there was an area that was more centralized. For example, 
San Diego has its Gas Lamp District. Chicago has its Magnificant Mile. It would be great if SJ would centralized its 
acitivities to one location - like maybe downtown. It would be great if the downtown had a lot of its restaurants, theatres, 
shopping and other entertainment in one centralized location. As I'm sure you're aware, Santana Row is always packed. 
People like to go to a centralized location and hang out. Currently, SJ is too spread out. 
 
- Add a large lake or river--a fun water-based activity area in the center of downtown 
 
- Add a mall downtown 
 
- add a subway system (or at least extend BART to San Jose) 
 
- Add BART and the Bullet Train please. I would also like less red tape for business' to set up shop within the city's hot 
spots.  
 
- Add High Speed Lightrail 
 
- Add more bike lanes. 
 
- Add more light rail systems  
 
- Add more live music venues; reduce the red-tape for cafes, coffee houses, and other shops to host music and other live 
performances. 
 
- add more police patrols 
 
- add more public liberary. 
 
- Add more retail/dining destinations like Santana Row. If you threw a library and a grocery store into Santana Row, I'd 
move in permanently.  
 
- Add more shops. 
 
- Add taller buildings and more palm trees. 
 
- Additional sports fields for adult and youth sports programs 
 
- Additional Worldwide Sports..ie: MLB or NFL 
 
- Address parking and mass transit issues in the downtown area. Start a free shuttle bus service like in Long Beach CA. 
Free transportation to and from hotels, restaurants, and entertainment venues. Separate visitors from their vehicles. 
Worry free transportation. It works. 
 
- Adopt a new, prideful attitude that San Jose stands on its own as a leading American city that doesn't simply exist in San 
Francisco's shadow 
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- Affordable and designated living environment for families with a Special Needs member. 
 
- affordable housing 
 
- affordable housing 
 
- Affordable Housing Downtown...Better Housing Downtown. 
 
- affordable housing for all 
 
- Affordable housing for all 
 
- affordable housing is not affordable to many service workers in the community.The city needs to take a hard look at 
rental practices and license all rental propeties to make sure they are liveable. We have people living in garages and 
chicken coups with no rental supervision by the city or licensing. 
 
- affordable housing!!! 
 
- Affordable housing. 
 
- Affordable housing. 
 
- Affordable housing. Real affordable, not what the housing dept or what rich people thinks is affordable. Rents that 
people could actually pay based on their salaries to live in nice neighborhoods. 
 
- Affordable living. 
 
- affordable mass transpiration - cost affective for a family to use when attending events downtown and around all of San 
Jose 
 
- Again, transportation. 
 
- aging neighborhoods need to be revitalized. for example, they did a good job with the japantown area. similar efforts 
should be put in the east side. 
 
- Ah, that's a tough one, but let's touch on the topic of urban planning. The history of this area is agricultural and bedroom 
community neighborhoods, so it's impossible to say "smarter urban planning" without looking at the historical context of 
this decidely lifeless city of 1 million inhabitants. 'Tis a shame, for certain. 
 
- Aid property owners of aging shopping centers to redevelop their properties. 
 
- air quality 
 
- Air Quality is horrendous. Ever since the orchards were cut down to create industrial parks, the summers have been 
hotter and smoggier. So many Spare the Air days. Plant more trees to clean the air. 
 
- Airport 
 
- Allow "chain stores" to open business in Downtown San Jose. Shopping opportunities would encourage more people to 
choose Downtown as a destination as well as dine and learn more about the Downtown. Though it is nice to have unique 
"boutiques", it is the common "name brands" that are recognized and remembered. We have nice restaurants and to 
maintain their businesses, we need to provide more reasons for people to visit the Downtown. 
 
- Allow Bart through, and fix up housing areas. 
 
- Allow cafe's and vendors in the parks. 
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- Allow small businesses equal opportunity to succeed as large businesses. Basically cutting the run-around. 
 
- Allow taller buildings downtown, encourage more development, build up Light Rail and other public transportation 
systems. 
 
- Amalgamate the Latino population more into mainstream affluent society with programs that are intent on education 
and economic success rather than ethnicity. 
 
- An actual public transportation system. What we have now is dismal and no where close to even meeting our resident's 
needs.  
 
- An increase of a diverse mix of uses to help foster a more dynamic social environment.  
 
- Any kind of eyesores or blight. Abandoned Cars, Messy Yards or unmaintained buildings. 
 
- Appealing landscape and parks 
 
- Apply Sharia Law 
 
- As a young professional i LOVE living in downtown within walking distance of everything, however the neighborhoods 
need work. It's very weird that you can walk down one street and feel perfectly safe and then 1 block away feel terrified 
to walk down the sidewalk. There is no one "bad part of town" to avoid. The part part of town can be two houses down 
from an immaculately restored historical home. Makes staying safe extremely difficult.  
 
- As for down town, get rid of pay to park. Why come D/T when the outlying malls and restaurants don't charge for 
parking? the argument about SF having pay to park doesn't hold water. Most from here people don't go there and the 
ones that do go there go because they feel that SJ doesn't have the same things to offer. SF is a "World Class" city in it's 
food and culture. SJ is not and may never be. SJ is SF's little brother and should not try to be SF. We need to offer what 
they don't have and complete. 
 
- ask more from it's residents, e.g.- code enforcement, graffiti abatement, anti littering programs in schools, unused 
vehicles on lawns. In general, neglected properties that are eyesores. 
 
- Assist those who are in hardship to support them until they find jobs. A growing population of those are found in any 
neighborhood. It frightens me that myself and others are no different. How do we support our future with our families. 
 
- Attract another MAJOR sports franchise---NBA franchise would be the easiest, since we already have the facility; sports 
teams make for great community & civic pride and help people identify with their city. 
 
- Attract more big-name high-tech, biotech, and "green" companies to establish themselves in San Jose 
 
- Attract more businesses equals more jobs and better living standards. 
 
- Attract more Hi-tech companies and large manufacturing plants to create more jobs to gain more revenue because with 
more jobs and money, San Jose can effectively grow taller. 
 
- Attract more innovative sotres, restaurants, hotels. 
 
- attract new businesses. It seems like companies are going to the pennisula. 
 
- Attractive downtown. Options for parking. 
 
- avoid the missed steps of losing the city core. How to rectify the decisions that made people still take their major 
shopping outside of the city core. Answer remains elusive. If other major cities are able to provide parking on-site for 
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supermarket and department store customers to able to trundle full shopping carts up and down stairs there should be a 
way. 
 
- Back up in time and not annex land in such a haphazard way - some areas seem to be underserved. Today, I would 
concentrate on providing services close to neighborhoods. Promote small commercial centers like corner markets that 
people can walk to. 
 
- Backwards-looking/limited creativity in decision making(-ers). 
 
- Balance between "what the market will bear" and what is good for most of the population without exploitation by either 
side. 
 
- Balance the needs of the innovative businesses with the needs for infrastructure. In other words, encourage business 
growth but do not skimp on elementary education and the neglect the welfare of the working class immigrants in this 
area. Investing in the future of all residents will add to the stability of this community.  
 
- Ban public service unions 
 
- Banish bureaucracy. 
 
- Bart 
 
- Bart 
 
- BART 
 
- BART 
 
- BART , this would make it easier to get in and out of San jose to enjoy the entire Bay area has to offer. it would also bring 
a lot of people down here. 
 
- BART access 
 
- BART down to San Jose please. 
 
- BART into downtown 
 
- BART needs to come to San Jose sooner 
 
- BART that connects the suburbs of the South Bay with San Jose, Oakland, and SF  
 
- BART to connect San Jose with the rest of the Bay Area  
 
- BART to downtown 
 
- Bart to downtown! 
 
- Bart to Emeryville 
 
- BART to San Jose 
 
- Bart to San Jose sooner. Better night life for age 35+ professionals. 
 
- BART to SF and Berkeley.  
 
- BART! We need an easy way to go around the bay or to SF. Put all overhead electric and telephone lines underground. 
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- BART!!! 
 
- BART, public transit 
 
- baseball team! 
 
- Bay Area needs better public transportation 
 
- Be careful about destroying its soul. 
 
- be honest with people after being voted in as a polition 
 
- Be less solo-driving vehicle dependant. Our public transit service needs to be frequent and safe, not just from home to 
work but along key commercial corridors as well. It is easier to get to San Francisco and Oakland via public transit than it 
is to get to some our southern neighborhoods. I would like to limit the majority of San Jose's new infrastructure 
investments to existing and planned transit corridors. 
 
- Be more appreciative of San Jose's past history and try to keep more of its historic buildings, etc.  
 
- become a big city mentality not a small town mentality. 
 
- Become a destination city, not just a suburb of San Francisco 
 
- Become more business friendly. Stop the conversion of industrial and light industrial property into shopping and 
housing. 
 
- Better access to and promotion of the many places of interest in and around San Jose (parks, entertainment centers, 
libraries, special events, etc.) so that they can be enjoyed by both residents and visitors. 
 
- Better access to transit and more walkable.  
 
- better accessible affordable public transportation (like that of the east coast cities) 
 
- Better advertising around City events and activities. It's surprising how often I have passed a park with an event and 
had no idea it was going on. 
 
- better air quality 
 
- better air quality better transit from light rail stations more trails 
 
- Better Architecture, excellence in new Design More Historic Preservation More streetscape ambience and aesthetics 
More flowers and landscaping everywhere, parks, street More world class art More miniparks and parks in general 
 
- better balance cooperation with competitiveness 
 
- Better bicycling routes 
 
- Better bike lanes and trails 
 
- Better bike ways and completed bike trails. 
 
- Better bike/walking paths 
 
- Better City Planning 
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- Better connected and less gaps 
 
- Better connected through efficient timely public transportation and RETAIL downtown. 
 
- better connected walking and hiking trails, e.g. between Coyote creek and Los Gatos 
 
- Better connectivity and emphasis on non-motorized transportation 
 
- Better coordination of public transportation options 
 
- Better disguise the disposal site that is in the south eastern hills -- it is an eyesore on the hillside!!! 
 
- Better downtown, better city planning 
 
- Better downtown.  
 
- Better Education 
 
- Better education for the poor/underprivileged areas. 
 
- better education for the young= elementary and high school 
 
- better entrance ramps onto 280  
 
- Better fiscal management, less politics, a lot of room for improvement in this area.  
 
- Better freeway and road conditions. 
 
- Better freeway connectivity (880 to 87, 680 to 880) with separated thru lanes for longer trips. High speed rail 
 
- Better freeways with less potholes, and more light rails/trains. 
 
- Better healthcare and housing for those unable to provide for themselves these necessities. 
 
- Better home prices in nice areas.  
 
- better housing options, newer communities or newer housing developments (with large open spaces, larger lot sizes, 
not the tall homes cramped in smaller lot sizes) 
 
- Better integration of waterways (Guadalupe River, Coyote Creek, Los Gatos Creek, ...) into recreation and commercial 
space. While SJ often talks about transportation nodes with housing blocks at terminal stops, I dream of creek side cafe's 
and bicycle shops on the stone steps of the river's embankment shaded by old growth trees as nodes along a 
bicycle/jogging trail system that spoke wheels from our hillside suburbs throughout the city converging on downtown 
and the bay beyond. 
 
- Better K-12 school system. Get rid of SJ Unified and have charter and private schools.  
 
- Better law enforcement 
 
- Better light rail (more trains running in the evening), more frequent busses, more convenient bus routes. 
 
- Better Light rail system 
 
- Better looking neighborhoods, more restaurants and shopping centers, more family events/functions, go green  
 
- Better maintained and equipped parks 
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- better maintained roads, less traffic congestion 
 
- Better maintenance of roads, highways and public landscaping 
 
- better managed City in terms of where the expenditures go 
 
- Better management of existing assets 
 
- Better mass transit. Access from Airport to downtown via rail. More high rises and more walking areas.  
 
- Better mass transportation for people to take advantage of on their daily journeys.  
 
- Better neighborhood identities. 
 
- Better network of bicycle lanes throughout the city and suburbs 
 
- Better nightlife. 
 
- Better onramps and offramps from highways. Access is terrible. 
 
- Better parking down town 
 
- Better planning downtown and along all rail (commuter) lines 
 
- Better police interaction with community and response.  
 
- Better Police understanding of minorities 
 
- Better programs for at risk youths and their families. 
 
- Better public and more accessible transportation from our neighborhoods to downtown and to airport and to other 
surrounding communities 
 
- better public conveyance (transit, bike routes, trails) 
 
- Better public edcation system. 
 
- Better public school education system. 
 
- better public schools 
 
- Better public schools 
 
- BETTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOR OUR CHILDREN THAT AREN'T STARVING FOR RESOURCES!!!!!!!! 
 
- Better public transit 
 
- better public transit 
 
- Better public transit options from Central East Bay area, specifically Contra Costa county 
 
- Better public transit. 
 
- Better public transport like that available in the Tri-state area, i.e. New York being the hub with connections from NJ, 
Connecticut, Penn, Long Island etc. 
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- Better public transportation 
 
- Better public transportation 
 
- Better public transportation 
 
- better public transportation 
 
- Better public transportation 
 
- Better Public Transportation 
 
- Better public transportation 
 
- better public transportation 
 
- better public transportation 
 
- Better public transportation 
 
- Better public transportation (e.g., less wait time and more connections). 
 
- Better public transportation (lightrail) that is safe and clean, that extends all the way to the east side of the city.  
 
- Better public transportation - including the completion of BART to San Jose. Traveling our highways between other Bay 
area cities can be a nightmare. Even local traffic while getting to a food store or shopping center can be crazy making. 
 
- Better public transportation and better street condition. 
 
- better public transportation and more affordable housing 
 
- Better public transportation and more bike trails to/in San Jose 
 
- Better public transportation in terms of being closer to the places people work, including more bike/walking trails. 
 
- Better public transportation into and around San Jose 
 
- Better public transportation so a car is not such a necessity 
 
- Better public transportation system 
 
- Better public transportation system  
 
- better public transportation system )more efficient and cheaper) 
 
- better public transportation to all areas 
 
- Better public transportation to connect it to rest of Bay area - Specifically, the East Bay. 
 
- Better public transportation to include bringing BART thru San Jose. 
 
- Better public transportation to link it to the rest of the Bay Area so that it can really grow into a major metropolitan hub. 
If BART ran all the way around the Bay through San Jose it would make a truly remarkable difference in San Jose and in 
San Jose's role in the Bay Area, despite the SJ Mercury News survey which I think said otherwise. Right now the major 
transportation infrastructure for the region is really rather underdeveloped and backwards. Even though VTA has tried, 
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it is absurd how long the light rail train from SJ to Mountain View actually takes! Also, ditto for the bus from Fremont 
BART to SJ.  
 
- Better public transportation to various parts of the city and to San Francisco 
 
- better public transportation! 
 
- BETTER PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION!!! Extend the light-rail, clean up the buses! 
 
- Better public transportation-BART? 
 
- Better public transportation, and more parks 
 
- Better public transportation, cleaner schools and roads 
 
- Better public transportation, eg: BART, High speed train, buses, etc. 
 
- Better public transportation. 
 
- Better public transportation. 
 
- Better public transportation. 
 
- better public transportation. san jose is so large and spread out with each community disconnected from the other. and 
secondly, it needs a downtown with some charm not just glitter. invest in your downtown and not just financially!  
 
- Better public transportation.... we need BART and VTA doesn't operate enough buses.... thus... too much traffic.  
 
- Better public transportation; and more reasonable developers (prices are still too high on downtown condos). 
 
- better public transportion 
 
- Better recreational spaces. 
 
- Better representation of the diverse cultures in San José through the arts. 
 
- Better resources to start new businesses. 
 
- better retail shopping in the downtown, less strip malls, and there can't be too many trees,  
 
- better road repair 
 
- better roads 
 
- Better roads and less traffic. 
 
- Better roads. 
 
- Better roads/public transporation 
 
- better roadways 
 
- Better safety measures 
 
- Better safety net services for those residents most in need. 
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- Better school scores, higher quality schools 
 
- Better school system. 
 
- better schools 
 
- better schools for all 
 
- Better schools for children. 
 
- Better schools overall. I don't like feeling like I need to move as my kids approach school age because the schools don't 
measure up to Cupertino, Los Gatos, Saratoga, Los Altos, Mountain View, etc...  
 
- Better Schools!  
 
- better schools,  
 
- BETTER SCHOOLS. 
 
- Better schools. 
 
- Better schools. Great place to live but the reputation for schools can improve to keep parents local. 
 
- better sense of community in neighborhoods 
 
- better shopping ammenities 
 
- Better shopping centers; more events/activities. 
 
- Better shopping downtown. If you make it more like santa row you will get a different more people to shop & eat there. 
 
- Better streets and more public transportation, need better shopping downtown (example - The Market - Awesome!). 
 
- better streets. alot of the streets in san jose have been neglected. 
 
- Better traffic management on all surface streets. 
 
- Better tranist 
 
- Better transit 
 
- Better transit/light rail  
 
- better transportation 
 
- Better transportation 
 
- Better transportation and access to restaurants, stores, etc. 
 
- Better transportation for down town area and more affordable living for students. 
 
- Better transportation interconnection with the rest of the bay area. 
 
- Better transportation means. 
 
- better transportation options 
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- Better transportation options which would lead to a vibrant downtown. 
 
- better transportation system, less clogged roads 
 
- Better transportation to the Airport 
 
- Better transportation. I would, for example, use CalTrain if there were a better way to get to work from the station. 
 
- Better treatment from Police to our young people and minorities. 
 
- Better upkeep of neighborhoods/homes 
 
- better urban design and attention to detail 
 
- Better use of existing open space and parks.  
 
- Better use of space - i.e. better designs for parking lots; renovating older, less used areas. 
 
- better walking facilities 
 
- better way of recycling while at the same time reducing cost 
 
- Better ways to interconnect public transportation. 
 
- better, cheaper, more efficient transportation 
 
- Better, faster, more reliable, ubiquitous public transit. 
 
- Better/more public transportation. 
 
- Better/safer public transit, something that would take San Jose residents into San Francisco 
 
- Bias toward one ethnic group over another - leave the ethnicity out. There are many groups here - don't give 
preferential treatment to one. Can we be colorblind?!! Martin Luther King. Judge not on the color of one's skin. Why is 
there preferential treatment of a minority over others? What exactly is a minority? 
 
- bigger budget 
 
- Bigger, better, and UNIQUE night life downtown. 
 
- Bike lanes on major thoroughfares and even bicycle freeways like the ones on the east side of Portland, Ore. There are 
too many expressways and boulevards in San Jose that it would be life-threatening to ride on, so, not surprisingly, few 
people do. 
 
- Bookshop/Cafe meeting place like Bookshop Santa Cruz 
 
- Bring a pro sport's team to the city. A's or 49rs. 
 
- Bring all levels of job opportunities back to San Jose. 
 
- Bring an MLB, NBA or NFL team to the city 
 
- Bring back and support the local restaurants in San Jose and not just be looking to bring chain type restaurants.  
 
- Bring back San Jose Grand Prix 



127 
 

San Jose Envision 2040 Plan Wikiplanning On-Line Civic Engagement Campaign 
 

 

 
- bring back the business in san jose 
 
- Bring BART now! 
 
- Bring BART to Downtown San Jose 
 
- Bring BART to downtown San Jose. 
 
- Bring BART to San Jose! 
 
- BRING BART TO SAN JOSE!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! I would like to see this happen before I retire... So 2060 or so. 
 
- Bring BART to the Berryessa Flea Market and the 49ers Stadium to the Berryessa Flea Market.  
 
- Bring Bart to this area! 
 
- Bring BART to this city. It's been way too long, and too much money has been spent "studying" the option. Time to get it 
in gear and finish the obvious. 
 
- bring businesses into dowtown san jose 
 
- bring employment to city center. I believe it would attract people to live in the center and the shops and restaurants 
would be supported day and night. 
 
- bring high speed rail to the City 
 
- Bring in a Major League Baseball Team. 
 
- Bring in a nationwide or world class cultural annual event. 
 
- Bring in BART 
 
- Bring In Slot Machines 
 
- Bring in some shopping so I don't have to drive to buy a book, a pair of shoes, a gift. There is absolutely no shopping 
downtown. Safeway helps but I still have to drive for many basic necessities. 
 
- Bring it back to being the "safest" town in California.A safe town shows lots of happy people. 
 
- Bring light rail & BART to the city. 
 
- Bring major retailers to downtown and create a sophisticated, safe, fun place for all to be, day or night. 
 
- Bring more "hang out" places to Almaden Valley. 
 
- Bring more Art & Cultural Development (i.e. museums, theatre, exibits, etc.)into the city on a scale equal to that of San 
Francisco or Oakland. 
 
- bring more convenient public transportation, such as subway, trains to the city 
 
- Bring more family entertainment to the downtown and have better accessible public transportation in more areas. 
 
- Bring more large scale events to the City. 
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- Bring more retail, high quality restaurants and nightlife to downtown San Jose, make downtown walkable and pleasant 
for everyone 
 
- Bring new business to San Jose through Green technology and building. 
 
- Bring on the BART! 
 
- Bring on the Baseball stadium! 
 
- Bring shopping downtown....look at Santana Row and what that development has done for Santa Clara/San Jose. 
Downtown San Jose doesn't have to be Santana Row but it certainly needs to be something other than what it is. 
 
- Bring shopping to downtown. This is the only real way of improving it's performance as a destination. Restaurants and 
cultural activities alone will not work. People need to go to a Macy's, Borders, etc etc. Then they will then participate by 
extension in other areas. Copy what San Francisco did in Union Square, Portland downtown, Seattle... Right now I have no 
relationship with the city, a destination would provide that. The city needs to create a relationship with it's people.  
 
- Bring some quality retail stores to Downtown San Jose such as Macy's, Gap, Urban Outfitters etc. 
 
- Bring the A's to San Jose!!! 
 
- Bring the A's to San Jose. 
 
- Bring the Bart to San Jose! 
 
- Bringing Bart to San Jose 
 
- Broaden the tax base by creating incentives sufficient to entice "clean" businesses to locate in SJ  
 
- Build a downtown that attracts it's own residents and other city residents.  
 
- Build a shopping mall downtown. Downtown has restaurants, a university, a library, and movie theatre. The one thing 
it's missing is a shopping center to draw people and keep them downtown. 
 
- Build a Spartan Stadium that is world-class. The economic effect of doing this would be far-reaching. San Jose State's 
football team should be able to compete and out-compete both Stanford and Cal. Sellout crowds drawing from a huge 
pool of SJSU alumni would eventually generate tremendous revenue. Concerts would bring money into the city. San Jose 
could host a tremendously successful bowl game. The Earthquakes would eventually flourish. Please note that I went to 
Cal, but I am the offspring of 2 SJSU grads, one of whom played football there. 
 
- Build better communities  
 
- Build more convenient light rail and BART line stops actually AT a SJC airport terminal building, not mile-away 
"OneMileToAirport" stops mislabeled as "Airport"  
 
- build more school 
 
- Build SMART and stop this sprawling, car-driven, strip mall, cokkie-cutter-condo nonsense. Give thought to integration 
of public and private spaces. 
 
- Build taller buildings in the downtown area (20+ stories), as well as along North First Street and other transit corridors. 
 
- Build the Three-Creeks Trail across San Jose, with beautiful business-friendly, resident-friendly design to encourage 
outdoor recreation and outdoor commuting. 
 
- Build up downtown more and get more high rise buildings, hotels, and restaurants/bars in the area. 
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- Bureaucratic leadership/personnel. 
 
- Celebrate its uniqueness, quit trying to be SF. 
 
- Change Christmas in the Park to Winter Festival and incorporate all of the ethnic winter holidays from Winter Solstice 
to Tet or Chinese Lunar New years. The way it is currently configured it is not a representation of the ethnic diversity in 
the city and along with that change bring some department stores back to the Downtown area- look at San Mateo and try 
their model 
 
- change congestion downtown and parking fees/tickets. Makes me not want to live downtown or go as often. 
 
- Change redevelopment focus from "being better than SF" to being a better San Jose. Look at the reality of the population 
and provide servies, economic development and retail focus to serve the people who are here, as opposed to the people 
you want to attract to the city. Example -- a mid-range grocery store downtown rather than a high-end boutigue grocer. 
Serve the people who live here today. 
 
- Change roadway/transit systems to give priority to transit, bikes, walking and de-emphasize driving - e.g. more bike 
lanes, trails, BART, buses and fewer multi-lane, highspeed roads for cars 
 
- Change San Jose's image and leadership role from bedroom community to tenth largest city in the United States, third 
largest city in California, and largest city in Bay Area 
 
- Change the culture of the San Jose Police Dept. from its current macho cowboy mentality to a more community-based 
approach. 
 
- change the flight path of the airport...or move it to moffett field! The flight path is inhibiting the vertical growth of 
downtown San Jose...something a city of 1 million deserves! 
 
- Change the gang culture to a positive force 
 
- Change the Housing Director and her focus on stuffing and stacking high-density, tall "Mixed Use" Section 8 rentals 
down so called "transit corridors" - that are simply large streets with inferior bus service... All this, while touting 
"Affordable Housing" - on the backs of the surrounding, unsuspecting neighborhoods. We need to focus on thoughtfull 
"big picture" planning...and how all these developments fit into "the vision" of how San Jose should look in the future... 
Not just "hiting the Affordable Housing numbers" without regard for the quality and design of the development and how 
it "fits in" to the surrounding community.  
 
- Change the one way streets such as 3rd and 4th streets to slow down the traffic and reduce the noise by modifying them 
as done in the SOFA district. 
 
- Change the property tax, an increase to proposition 13 would be best for City of Saan Jose, County, and schools. 
 
- Cheap easy to use transit. Light rail seems a bit expensive, but cost aside... credit card use is a must and/or a transit card 
to get from the light right to bus system. 
 
- Cheaper housing costs for affordable monthly rates. 
 
- Cheaper public transportation 
 
- Chicken in every pot, Hummer in every garage! 
 
- City Council and city staff would work for public benefit not their political careers/special interests and staff would 
provide recommendations that are for public interest not support political / special interest groups 
 
- City Fiscal Priorities 
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- City government and council members that had more common sense about spending, integrity get rid of whoever 
chooses the public art projects - some of them really suck! 
 
- City government less responsive to special interest and more responsive to what is good for all citizens 
 
- city government to focus on services in lieu of social issues 
 
- City Management and Development Decisions, would be constrained to issues of safety and cleanliness. Safety is a 
routine, daily issue but also one for catastrophic events. Where is the hospital to handle City-wide emergencies e.g. 
earthquake, virus, attacks? The City should not produce hospital services but should provide a consistent set of rules that 
will foster the growth of private/public hospitals. I would add education to safety and cleanliness but education is largely 
not within City Management's purview except perhaps to make the SJ district inviting to charter schools.  
 
- city officials think outside the box more 
 
- City planners are not sophisticated or forward thinking or creative. 
 
- City planning needs to address the issue of green space when it approves plans for apartments, stores, single family,and 
muti-family housing. Buildings should not come right out to the sidewalk to create a concrete jungle. This is especially 
important for people who live in low income or subsidized housing. They need green space for their kids to play in and 
just appreciate nature. 
 
- Clean it up! Our streets are in great need of repair and most neighborhoods, expressways, and freeways are littered with 
garbage and debris.  
 
- Clean it up. 
 
- Clean Neighborhoods! Too much trash, illegal signage, etc. accumulating. Street landscaping going down and weeds 
going up.  
 
- CLEAN THE FREEWAY EXITS of litter and trash like the Median exit off hwy 280  
 
- Clean up Alum Rock, west of 680. It's an embarassment. 
 
- Clean up communities, physically and figuratively. Work to make neighborhoods safer and more inviting, and establish 
working solutions for rehabilitation and development of children, teens and individuals with criminal backgrounds. 
 
- Clean up downtown and get more tech businesses to HQ in downtown. 
 
- Clean up downtown area. I don't see why downtown can't be a more lively and vibrant place. 
 
- Clean up downtown. 
 
- Clean up Gang activity and educate at risk youth 
 
- Clean up several of the run down neighborhoods and streets in the city. No need to replace them with shopping malls or 
anything. Parks, local shops or affordable housing in there place. 
 
- clean up the blight in many downtown neighborhoods, make homemowners and business owners accountable for 
this...we need a city task force and funding 
 
- clean up the city... 
 
- Clean up the downtown and surrounding area to make it feel safer and cleaner to come to at night. Literally clean means 
keep the sidewalks clean of the urine smell.  
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- Clean up the downtown, particularly around the intersection of First Street and Santa Clara Street. Even with the new 
cleaning crew, it is still too dirty, there are too many homeless people in the area and there are too many loud bars. It is 
not a pleasant area, yet it is very centrally located. 
 
- clean up the drug and gang activity and poverty by improving the education system and increasing the importance of 
being civil, educated, and healthy humans 
 
- clean up the gang activity 
 
- clean up the grafitti and gangs 
 
- CLEAN UP THE HIGHWAYS, FREEWAYS, ON/OFF RAMPS AND CITY STREETS. IT IS A DISGRACE AND OUTRAGE TO SEE 
THIRD WORLD TYPE NEGLECT OF THE TRASH,WEEDS,GARBAGE AND DISCARDS ON VIRTUALLY ALL INNER CITY 
THOROUGHFARES. WHY CAN MICHIGAN, AND OTHER BANKRUPT STATES HAVE AMAZINGLY CLEAN HIGHWAYS. I 
THINK PART OF THE PROBLEM IS THAT IMMAGRANTS BRING WITH THEM THEIR HOME COUNTRY VALUES AND MOST 
OF THE CITY RESIDENTS SIMPLY EXCEPT THE MESS.(INCLUDING ME). WE ALL NEED TO TAKE PERSONAL, ACTIVE 
PARTICIPATION IN CHANGING THIS SITUATION BY CLEAN UP EFFORTS AND HOLDING OUR PUBLIC OPFFICIALS 
ACCOUNTABLE.  
 
- Clean up the litter-and educate people to have pride in cleanliness of their community. It is the dirtiest city I have seen 
in the US and rivals the 3rd world in litter.  
 
- Clean up the neighborhoods and downtown better. 
 
- Clean up the trash and graffiti and dead cars and weeds. 
 
- Clean up the ugly parts of town (graffiti, run-down buildings, etc.). Can you require that everyone speak english?  
 
- CLEAN-UP ALL NEIGHBORHOODS!!!!!!!!! ESPECIALLY THE FORGOTTEN ONES! 
 
- Cleaner and safer neighborhoods 
 
- Cleaner parking areas 
 
- Cleaner streets and better landscape downtown area 
 
- Cleaner/neater residential neighborhoods (enforcing building codes, enforcing parking restrictions, replacing sidewalks 
that have shifted due to tree roots, enforcing no paving over front yards, enforcing no rental of individual rooms in single 
family residence neighborhoods, enforcing no buildup of junk in front yards, enforcing no yard clippings on street prior 
to 24 hours before collection, enforcing the need for front yard landscapting, etc.) 
 
- Cleaning up and maintaining the neighborhoods making the suburbs a more desirable place to live and work. Devote 
more of the money to the people who actually live here as opposed to limiting it to "city" projects. 
 
- Cleanliness, less traffic congestion, more events to build culture 
 
- Close in neighborhoods with cafes, coffee shops etc. 
 
- close Reid Hillview Airport for quieter safer neighborhoods around the present airport 
 
- Close the airport and turn it into a big park. 
 
- Closer access to BART More routes/flights out of Airport, lessening need to use SFO or Oakland  
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- Clubs, venues should close later, gov't should better support local artists, museums, youth programs in the east side and 
downtown area and get rid of corrupt law enforcement. There should be a independent community based program which 
can track and monitor law enforcement without any hindrance by SJPD themselves or other gov't officials. 
 
- come into the 21st century digital age and make that publicly accessible for all 
 
- Community Gardening for all like schools may compete in the lottery wait list, all those in new dewelopments. 
 
- commute in or affordable housing  
 
- Complete interconnected trail network 
 
- Complete light rail service from Capitol Ave to Blossom Hill. 
 
- complete the guadalupe river trail so that it connects to the los gatos creek trail 
 
- Comprehensive public transportation linked to BART. 
 
- Concentrate on all areas of the city, not just downtown. 
 
- Congestion 
 
- Connect all of the trails (Guadalupe, Los Gatos Creek, etc.) and continue to make this a green city through parks and 
recreation. 
 
- Connect all the various bike paths with a more effeciently run train system. 
 
- Connect Interstate 40 to San Jose. HUHH? San Jose is the largest city in the US not connected to a primary 1 or 2 digit 
interstate highway (880, 680, and 280 don't count). Extend I-40 west near Barstow, past Bakersfield to I-5, continue up 5 
before cutting northwest along San Benito J1 towards Hollister, expanding/redesignating the current SR 25, then 
redesignating 101 from Gilroy to San Jose as Interstate 40. Not only connecting San Jose to the rest of the country but 
providing better freeway access the southern central valley/southern California. Also, move SJC to Gilroy/Hollister or 
Moffett Field. 
 
- Connect San Jose by BART to other cities 
 
- Connect San Jose to itself. World class public transit that doesn't appear to be an afterthought. Connect San Jose to the 
rest of the Valley as well as the Bay Area. 
 
- Connect the far ends of city to the center with a bike/walk trial system along the creeks and abandoned rail right-of-
ways. 
 
- Connect the trails to form a continuous network 
 
- Connect to BART 
 
- Connecting BART to San Jose or connecting San Jose to the East Bay/Contra Costa/Fremont areas via BART would 
improve San Jose. 
 
- connectivity of parks and trails throughout the city 
 
- connectivity with surrounding cities combined with better public transit 
 
- Continue to extend and connect existing trails like Los Gatos Creek 
 
- Continue to improve downtown San Jose. 
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- continue to improve downtown with more "attractions" (arts, events, restaurants, parking, etc., as well as basic 
services) for visitors and those of us who live here 
 
- Continue to keep it a safe city 
 
- Continue to make downtown more walkable. 
 
- coordinated mass transit in routes, time availability, and cost. 
 
- Cost of living, even in non-desirable locations, is very high comparatively to other more vibrant cities and locations. Not 
suggesting to artificially subsidize the cost of living, but it seems that rent/home prices are overly inflated despite the 
undesirable sprawl and strip-mall culture of San Jose. 
 
- cost of living, housing 
 
- crack down on gangs in the East Side 
 
- create "living areas" like Santana Row to promote the actual presence of people in downtown after working hours 
 
- Create a downtown that attracts people like Santana Row -- People friendly, accessible, safe (no gang threats) 
 
- Create a larger continuous park (with Restaurants) along the Guadalupe and Los Gatos from Confluence park to 280. 
 
- Create a more lively downtown. 
 
- Create a more vibrant downtown (day and night). 
 
- create a more walkable city 
 
- Create a viable downtown including, living, educational facilities, shopping opportunities, a restaurant mecca, and easier 
public transportation access. 
 
- Create an active, urban downtown area as more of a destination with expanded services and events. 
 
- Create an easy access core city center that provides human interaction for the diverse citizentry. A 24 hour nucleus City 
Center that provides activity rain or shine/night and day embracing our attributes. Work and relaxation combined. 
 
- Create and enforce city ordinances against ALL sub-woofer stereo systems. We restrict the airport because of noise, yet 
these car systems can strike all over at any time ruining everyone's quality of life and waking up people sleeping on work 
nights. It is out of control and unreasonable to expect San Jose's citizenry to put up with it. Start writing tickets. 
 
- Create dense mixed-use neighborhood cores focused on transit such that each neighborhood, Berryessa, Evergreen, etc., 
has a unique identity modeled after places such as Willow Glen, Burlingame, Rockridge in Oakland, etc. 
 
- Create Healthy recreational Centers for the youth. 
 
- Create more affordable smart neighborhoods. 
 
- Create more areas where there would only be urban gardens. This would allow for more farm-to-school and farm-to-
institution programs.  
 
- Create more incentives/amenities for businesses. 
 
- create more jobs in San Jose 
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- Create more open space and parks in close proximity to residential neighborhoods (and do a better job of maintaining 
them after they're built). 
 
- Create public works jobs at living wages for the people who can't find work in the private sctor 
 
- Create systems that make it easy and inviting for residents to volunteer for community clean-ups, litter and grafitti 
removal and to help those who can't help themselves 
 
- Create thriving Neighorhood Business Districs with a mix of retail. Businesses in NBDs should not be hindered by any 
parking requirements. The Santa Clara St. NBD in my neighborhood is pathetic. I can walk there but there is nothing I 
want to buy there and there are many vacancies. 
 
- Creation of a Public Works project that would create a Tourism base. (ie Santa Antonio- Riverwalk, New Orleans- French 
Quarter, etc) 
 
- Crime - I never feel safe leaving the restaurant / bar / club / theater at night to get to my car.  
 
- Crime and more buses for transportation. 
 
- Crime Rate. 
 
- Crime reduction 
 
- Crime. The crime is becoming increasingly worse. This is the only reason I do not live in san jose. Unfortunately, I do not 
feel it is a safe place to raise my family. 
 
- Critical mass in the downtown region. We already have the things to do and places to live, but no one is down here on a 
regular basis to consider San Jose a "lively" city. 
 
- Curbing the continual developments 
 
- cut down on PD harrassment and better restraunts/intertainment like San fransisco 
 
- Decrease crime 
 
- Decrease freeway congestion by bringing BART to San Jose 
 
- Decrease the population 
 
- Decrease the size of San Jose Government by the elimination of duplicate services offered by the State and Federal 
government. For example the Offices of Economic Development, Redevelopment, and "Bio-Tech" are simply wasteful and 
inefficient. The private sector is clearly superior at the commercialization of new technologies, not the City of San Jose, or 
County of Santa Clara. But sadly, both Government bodies seem to think otherwise, overlooking the obvious fact that 
private industry commercialized the technologies that make the Silicon Valley famous. Government's role should be that 
of providing a safe environment for citizens with reasonable environmental safeguards that still provide a cost efficient 
environment for jobs and industry. 
 
- Decrease violence. 
 
- Delete chain restaurants and chain stores, be kinder to all businesses. Do not issue businesses the right to open stores 
and make a push til they leave.  
 
- Denser living centers in central part of the city. Density will bring more culture, shopping, events, restaurants... 
everything a big city is known for 
 
- DEVELOP 1.2 JOBS FOR EVERY RESIDENT and econonmic sustainability. 
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- Develop a "49 mile drive" type of route that enhances the historic content of the city 
 
- Develop a city center that is a destination for residents of all parts of San Jose, i.e. Almaden, S. San Jose, W. San Jose, 
Berryessa, etc. 
 
- Develop a waterfront 
 
- Develop an inviting, well though out, diverse downtown - Santana Row is NOT downtown San Jose!!!  
 
- Develop downtown so it is as vibrant as Santana Row. 
 
- Develop downtown to a more urban lifestyle. More shops, restaurants, bars, and improve the overall nightlife through 
events and attractive surroundings. 
 
- Develop light rail to extend out to the outlying areas on a single track (similar to the Almaden track) i.e. from Capital 
Avenue to Evergreen College, and/or west San Jose. 
 
- Develop more attractions such as the proposed Fire Museum, Railroad Museum and Letcher's Garage. This could be a 
city of transportation history. Also develop more attractions on the birth of our electronic industry.  
 
- Develop more projects like Santana Row where people can walk, shop, dine, live, socialize! 
 
- develop the culture of downtown - too many niches of character, but nothing connecting them 
 
- Develop the downtown area more (i.e. build a high-rise mall such as the San Francisco shopping center or open-air like 
Horton Plaza in San Diego, more restaurants). Also, clean up the downtown area (i.e. make the streets more attractive-get 
rid of the eye sore buildings and businesses, make it more upscale to attract tourists).  
 
- Develop the river parks to greater degree. Think San Antonio Riverwalk as a pattern for the Downtown Urban part of 
Guadalupe River and Los Gatos Creek.  
 
- Develope a real downtown similar to other small cities, i.e. Portland, Oregon 
 
- Directional Signs would be helpful in the downtown area. 
 
- disband redevelopment 
 
- Disparity between rich and poor 
 
- Distribute resources better, some neighborhoods receive very little help and look very blighted while others 
neighborhoods keep getting all the resources because they are more outspoken and better organized. 
 
- Divisive politics at leadership levels. 
 
- Do all road work at night. 
 
- Do more to encourage people in our community to come to down town San Jose. 
 
- Do much more to attract and maintain corporate headquarters here. 
 
- Do not emphasize/celebrate the various races/ethnicities of residents. We are San Joseans 1st and recognizing sub-
groups separates us. 
 
- DO NOT EXPAND BUILDING OUT ANY FURTHER. We have always needed to go up rather than out and now we have a 
chance to do so and leave the few remaining open spaces OPEN. 
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- Dog Friendly Parks 
 
- Dogs should be allowed to attend street fairs and events in city parks. 
 
- Don't lose what's left of greenspace and agro past. Save any remaining orchards/farms if possible. Somewhat related -- 
the number of spare the air days each year (summer and winter) are getting scary. 
 
- Don't overcrowd the city with small shops, especially if there's not enough parking. 
 
- Dont overpay gov't officials in wages or retirement. 
 
- Don't plant any more sycamore tree's; they are messy and have high pollen count for asthmatics nd arent native to san 
jose;maintenance is very high for understaffed work force. 
 
- Double or triple the size of the convention center. lure a few more big companies to downtown. Have more big name 
shows/exhibits come to San Jose. Promote all the county/state parks along San Jose's borders.  
 
- Downtown environment on Friday and Saturday nights. Crowds are rowdy and loud. Areas do not appear to be safe. 
 
- Downtown has some great restaurants now, but still needs to get a nice mix of shops. People want to stroll around and 
look at the difference between our downtown and that of local cities -- they have a much better mix (University Ave in 
Palo Alto, downtown Campbell, etc.) 
 
- Downtown is mostly empty, but I like my neighborhood 
 
- Downtown is spread out and need to concentrate on a particular area.  
 
- Downtown needs more shopping and to become more inviting 
 
- Downtown needs retail. I live downtown and love it but I still need to leave downtown to do a lot of things. I lived in 
New York and within six blocks of my apartment, I could go get a drink, get dinner, go to a movie, fill my prescription, 
have 4 different grocery options and able to go clothing, housewares and boutique shopping, and get my nails done. I 
never needed to leave my neighborhood and it was fantastic! 
 
- Downtown needs shops, stores. The building at the corner of San Fernando and first has been vacant for years. It should 
be a prime location. (It used to be a McWhorter's). The little shops on second street where the light rail goes that has 
lovely trees - those are mostly vacant. That might be a good place for a multi-cultural block of little shops: Irish, 
Vietnamese, Chinese, Peruvian, Mexican, African --a destination for unique gift buying. What is holding it up.I met a 
person who had lost their suitcase on the way to a convention here. She was having difficulty finding a place to purchase 
needed clothing and supplies between sessions at her convention. Allow chain stores to locate in downtown. I prefer local 
unique stores, but chain stores are better than nothing at all. If people start shopping downtown, the local shops might do 
better too. If I went to the Gap to purchase jeans, I might also go into the cute shop next door too. 
 
- Downtown needs to be invigorated somehow. Most of the arts are concentrated there, which is a draw. And the public 
transportation is very good. Dining and nightlife options are decent. The area is exceptionally clean as well. Still, 
something is lacking. It does not feel like a proper "city". Is it the building height restriction, which leaves the skyline 
looking laughably stunted? And why does it seem like there's really "not much to do" downtown? How can this be 
addressed? First, bolstering our arts organizations is very important, and could help. Many of our arts institutions are 
world class or have the potential to be so, and it is time San Jose became better known for this asset. Downtown should 
be a place to congregate- as it is now, it seems that the only opportunity to interact socially (besides the arts) is to visit a 
bar or nightclub in the evening; these are often filled with riff raff, driving many people to visit places like Los Gatos or 
Campbell instead, rather than the downtown heart of the city. And what of visitors during the day time? If you don't live 
or work downtown, why would you visit? There is the Tech, SJMOA, Plaza de Cesar Chavez... but what else? A major 
shopping destination may help bring people into downtown during the day. Consider how popular Santana Row is: A 
similar destination downtown would be such a draw for downtown, a la Union Square in San Francisco. It is great to see 
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many high rise living options become available in recent years, but there is still so much vacancy. Why don't more people 
want to live downtown? It is because anyone looking for a real urban lifestyle experience will choose our neighbor up the 
peninsula. And until downtown has the excitement and allure of a major city, this will likely continue to be the case.  
 
- Downtown needs to become more of an urban center with more cultural offerings, more iconic architecture, etc. 
 
- Downtown needs to look better. Parts of it is still ghetto looking. 
 
- Downtown nightlife NOT centered around clubs. 
 
- downtown parking problems - lack of - especially before 6 p.m. --- good restaurants on the eastside of town. 
 
- Downtown parking situation is a hindrance to promoting a vibrant downtown. Parking is expensive and difficult to 
access.  
 
- Downtown San Jose has the potential to be an incredibly vibrant and exciting place to be. Developing downtown will 
definitely make San Jose a better city. Our current downtown has no shopping, late night cafes or even late night 
restaurants. I would take a cue from downtown Palo Alto. Every young person I know would rather spend the extra 30 
minutes driving north than spend a Saturday night in Downtown San Jose. San Jose is always a last resort. A shopping 
area like the Santa Monica Promenade is also a great way to make the downtown vibrant. Shopping is a great way to 
boost the economy and bring people together. 
 
- Downtown San Jose would be better with the sidewalks and gutters cleaned. Leaves and trash make for an unkempt 
view of the city. As for stores- a nice old fashion department store and revitialization of the walking street between 3rd 
and 1st would be a nice start 
 
- downtown shops 
 
- Downtown should be an oasis of calm within the hectic silicon valley. People should get out of their cars and enjoy the 
beautiful weather on beautiful streets whether on bike or foot. So many of the streets in San Jose are automobile 
speedways, and it really detracts from Downtown livability. Slower traffic and fine-grained pedestrian oriented design 
should be a hallmark of downtown San Jose. Don't be afraid to experiment with shared pedestrian-auto space or 
aggressive bike lane development. Make this city excel in sustainable development and transportation.  
 
- Downtown SJ could be more central to cultural and live music events. I think that neighborhood centers could be used 
for classes etc and downtown used as the place to highlight local talent cultivated by outlier programs/classes. 
 
- Downtown SJ would be much quieter if there weren't loud jets flying overhead every 30 seconds. Can't really change 
that, but that would make downtown nicer. Ever tried to attend performances in the park with jets flying over? Too loud 
and annoying. 
 
- Downtown to feel safer. More Caltrains to SJ and a train from the East Bay to SJ.  
 
- Downtown traffic congestion is a bummer and dangerous and parking, though available is expensive and prohibitive for 
many of us. I see San Jose becoming a like San Francisco and that is a shame. It should be a more pleasant place to walk. 
Also, the music events in Caesar Chavez plaza is great but WAY to loud - you can hear it for miles; there is no need for 
that; you can't hear yourself think downtown when the music is so loud. 
 
- Downtown would be a center for the people to socialize and shop both day and night. 
 
- downtown would be more pedestrian oriented with more to do, etc. 
 
- Downtown! Downtown used to be a great place to go with your family or friends in the 80s. What happened? I don't go 
anymore - I spend more time at Santana Row for culture, music, movies, and food. 
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- Downtown! This is a complicated issue but needs to be addressed. Downtown needs to become a destination, 
unfortunately, it has been stigmatized by over zealous law enforcement, thugs and few destination places besides the 
arena and a few theaters! As a past business owner in downtown, I am still reminded by collegues that downtown is not a 
place they feel is worthy of the risk to go to. 
 
- Downtown-more unique shops and more character. something different that will attract.  
 
- Dump the "Capitol of Silicon Valley" moniker it is lame. 
 
- early education and high quality education for all children 
 
- Ease of getting into the centre & good signage forr exititing Also reasonable parking for the art museu  
 
- Ease up the congestion on the streets somehow. 
 
- Easier access from I-80 
 
- Easier access to public transport. 
 
- Easier access to public transportation. 
 
- Easier parking access.  
 
- Easier public transportaion, more children/Family centered activites especially in Evergreen Area 
 
- easier to get around by public transportation 
 
- Easier transportation and less expensive parking. Friends from outlying cities do not like to come to San Jose because of 
the expense of parking, one way streets. 
 
- Easier, free parking. 
 
- Easier,cheaper parking downtown(better even if free all the time) 
 
- Eastside part of town needs a makeover. Some areas do not look nice enough to admire. 
 
- Easy public transport from neighboring cities (like Sunnyvale/Santa Clara) to downtown San Jose. 
 
- easy public transportation 
 
- Easy transportation all over San Jose. More affordable and larger housing for elderly. More services for elderly and 
children. More public swimming pools (nice ones). 
 
- Economic/financial equity between all residents 
 
- Economy 
 
- Economy. 
 
- Education -> elimination of gangs, drunks, unemployment, underemployment, out of wedlock babies, racial 
discrimination, etc. Expand the horizen.  
 
- Educational promotion. We need school's to accommodate the growing population and housing projects. For every 
housing community being developed I hope there is a school (grades k-12) being planned in unison so that San Jose and 
Silicon Valley can continue being an advocate in the cultivation of future community leaders. 
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- Effectively develop downtown into a real village, instead of an area with no retail district overrun with homeless and 
obnoxious college drunks. 
 
- Efficient and more widespread transportation system that people would use. I think the light rail should have been 
elevated through the city itself for more speed and safety. Also consider Express Light Rails. Speed it up and more people 
will take it.  
 
- efficient public work.  
 
- efficient transportation-both local and BART access 
 
- Ego-centric nature of every person, group, culture. Applies to the State and Country as well. We need a common purpose 
and good. 
 
- either bring the City Employees Unions on line with the rest of society or begin to outsource with private companies to 
perform City Services. 
 
- Elect a common sense City Council that would get the fact that City government must downsize and rely on the private 
sector in order to thrive. 
 
- Elect more capable to as mayor and city council reps. The city council now has some inferior people attempting to do 
the city business. Ida 
 
- Eliminate all the environmental harming products from businesses. Example: Ban plastic and paper bags. 
 
- eliminate drugs, gangs and graffiti 
 
- eliminate gang activity  
 
- Eliminate Gang activity and division. 
 
- eliminate gang violence which would change lots of things like graffiti, emergency room visits with knife and gunshot 
wounds and simple things such as safer streets for families and maybe even less litter because people may feel safer to go 
outside and pick it up.  
 
- Eliminate gangs! 
 
- Eliminate gangs. 
 
- Eliminate heavy work hour traffic. 
 
- Eliminate low income area blight 
 
- Eliminate multiple families living in single family homes, causes over crowded and blighted neighborhoods. 
 
- Eliminate Redevelopment Agency to get control of the budget.  
 
- eliminate the gangs 
 
- Eliminate the gangs and grafitti 
 
- Eliminate the RDA 
 
- Eliminate the unions for city employees. (Or at least manage the union contracts so they are fair to the 
taxpayers/residents who are not union.) 
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- Eliminate youth gangs. The activities of these gangs (violence, graffiti, etc.) negatively affect my neighborhood. 
 
- Embrace its small-town qualities instead of trying to be SF South. 
 
- embrace the little water that we have, meaning build toward the river and creeks like european cities and some 
american cities have done like san antonio, build a fountain on every corner (just kidding but you get the point) since we 
don't have large bodes of water sj needs to make the best of what we have. sj needs an "everyday" people attraction 
which goes beyond the spotty festivals and is a real draw for people to come downtown and see natural beauty in the 
built environment of a great city. beautiful water features draws in people and people want to be where other poeple are. 
This is not just for downtown but coordiante with water district o allow urban development to enliven the many grond 
water repleshment basins in southern part of city. make those urban lakes with active uses surrounded by development.  
 
- Emphasis on educating the public on keeping our environment clean by encouraging people on the proper disposal of 
refuse (plastic bags, candy wrappers, bottles/cans, etc.). In other words, not to litter and to pick up litter we see. Upon 
returning home from visiting certain other countries I have felt mortified at the amount of trash I've seen littering our 
roadways and public areas. 
 
- emphasize quality in the built environment 
 
- Enact noise restrictions for planes and trains arriving and leaving San Jose. This problem will only get worse once the 
new airport and bullet train are fully operational! 
 
- encourage East-West transit corridors (light rail) to reach East Hills 
 
- Encourage more businesses to locate here, so SJ isn't mostly a bedroom community for the rest of Silicon Valley. This 
would hopefully expand the tax base. 
 
- encourage more cute neighborhood areas with shopping and restaurants 
 
- encourage outdoor cafes, retail and live music 
 
- Encourage people to hold garage sales Mon-Thurs. 
 
- Encourage retail businesses to move into downtown. Moving here from NYC, I can only imagine how wonderful SJ 
would be if the developers had the vision to build the "Santana Row" in downtown instead of as yet another strip mall, 
regardless how nice it is. 
 
- end homeless and poverty 
 
- Energy efficiency - traffic, buildings, planning 
 
- enforce blight laws 
 
- enforce enviormental and business operation guidelines more effectively and without specific agendas directed at easily 
identifiable targets recognize taxes, fees and charges that are currently overlooked as a source of income generation to 
better the fiscal condition of the city and the overal economy without the constraints of powerful lobby represented 
groups 
 
- Enforce immigration laws and stop using tax dollars to enable the magnet of sanctuary to continue to attract illegals to 
our city. 
 
- English as official language for governmental and business transactions 
 
- Enhance public school funding & services 
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- Enhance quality education and make libraries available to all. Encourage and find community grants to restore 
neighborhoods. Stop the East and West economical divide and provide a hospital, good restraunts, and clean streets on 
the Eastside. Help the youth with sports and safe places to engage in well known activities that prevent drugs, larthargic 
behavior as well as drinking/gang activitiy.  
 
- enhanced downtown san jose 
 
- environmental modifications 
 
- Equity programming at community centers for economically disadvantaged communities. our communities are 
neglected by the city. We need the city's help! 
 
- Establish Urban Growth Boundary closer to centerof city ie restore the open space of Coyote Valley 
 
- Even better public transit ... BART! 
 
- Even greater corporate responsibility towards funding education and public health. 
 
- Every child leaves school with the ability to read and write and compute at grade level. No child would be allowed to 
fail. All City Departments and staff would be invited to participate in a mentorship program for the youth of San José. 
 
- Excitement - San Jose needs more outlets for creativity and "street life," but not like Santana Row's consumption-
induced fake streets. It needs more organic life like the kind that can be find near the university. Teenagers are often 
stuck without much to do, especially if they do not own a car.  
 
- Expand a downtown area where cars are banned. 
 
- Expand and enhance the Guadalupe River Park area. This is potentially one of the more unique and physically attractive 
areas of the City that should continue to be developed and improved. Ultimately, I envision something similar to the San 
Antonio, TX River Walk areas.....a feature that draws thousands of tourists and local visitors to the area. Encourage the 
development of cafes and small restaurants along the walkway; invite musicians to play there on weekends; provide 
Public Transportation to and from the Park; make it the envy of other Cities in California! 
 
- Expand downtown commercial areas, such as, restaurants. 
 
- Expand light rail so it would make it possible to travel to different locations. 
 
- Expand public transit thinking to include Personal Rapid Transit (PRT) - an efficient, demand-responsive public transit 
network with automated non-stop service available 24 hours a day.  
 
- Expand San Jose Museum bigtime 
 
- Expand the area of downtown by adding tall -- but not all wealthy-oriented -- residential buildings. 
 
- Expand the Tamien Station specific plan to include the commercial parcels directly adjacent to station to the West. It is 
literally a two minute walk away. Use redevelopment to explore how to improve these commercial parcels. The 
commercial site is underutilized, has high turnover, and includes an abandoned lot and a run down building with low-
density entitlements. This commercial area needs minimum density zoning to prevent a waste of development potential. 
Proper planning will leverage this location to fill the retail vacuum here and provide somewhere for the new residents of 
Skyline Tower and surrounding neighborhoods to shop. The underutilized parcels to the south-West of the station should 
be included in the specific plan as well, with proper minimum densities, redevelopment attention, and schemes to 
encourage more intensive development. It's only 3-4 stops from downtown on light rail without the downtown real 
estate prices - that can't be beat! 
 
- Expansion of health care delivery options in San Jose, a goal that benefits all segments of the community should be a 
high priority. San Jose took a step backward when San Jose Medical Center closed after serving the community for more 
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than eighty years. The gap left by the closure has not been filled and the downtown of one of the largest cities in the 
country is without even a small scale multi-specialty clinic or hospital. San Jose lags other Bay Area cities where new 
multi-specialty clinics and hospitals have recently opened or are under construction. Large scale health care facilities 
generate jobs and tax revenue, and serve a critical function as a community asset. San Jose can be a better city, especially 
as the population increases, if new health care facilities are integrated into the community.  
 
- Exploit the natural resources and evironment we have. Promote the Guadalupe trail, clean up the river and get the Bums 
and their trash out. Most of all connect the trails to existing trails and near by communities 
 
- Extend BART access from San Fran  
 
- Extend BART through downtown immediately 
 
- Extend light rail to Cupertino. 
 
- Extend the light rail system down the Alameda and El Camino Real to Santa Clara and points north and down Monterey 
High way to points south.  
 
- EXTEND THE RAIL SYSTEM 
 
- Extend transit to nearby communities, Cupertino, Los Gatos, Until then: Reduce cost of parking 
 
- Extend/Connect VTA Light Rail to BART. 
 
- Fast and efficient public accessibility to downtown 
 
- Feature access to bay an rivers 
 
- fewer liquor stores/safer 
 
- fewer suburbs and more thriving urban living  
 
- Fewer traffic signals 
 
- Figure out how to make downtown more than just nightclubs for college students (note: I did not say exclude them) 
 
- Figure out how to make schools safer.  
 
- Figure out what would make the downtown area more attractive for reasons other than the Sharks. 
 
- find a way to make St James Park better for everyone, the homeless, the families, people who work in the area 
 
- Find somewhere to house the homeless and mentally ill that occupy the streets of downtown San Jose. 
 
- Finish our trail system! It is a fantastic system, but needs to be completed. 
 
- Fire the Evergreen School District Staff. Principal Jeff Smith is a racist. Linda Cortez at ESD is totally incompetent. These 
people make hideous mistakes and are a threat to children's safety. 
 
- FIRE THE WHOLE TEAM 
 
- Fix street potholes 
 
- FIX THE BROKEN PUBLIC EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM!!!! SO MANY OF OUR SCHOOLS ARE DISMAL, MANY OF THE 
TEACHERS ARE INADEQUATE, MANY OF OUR KIDS ARE NOT BEING PREPARED FOR SCHOOL BY THEIR PARENTS.....we 
need an educational system that will enable our own kids to qualify for jobs here in our hi-tech valley! This is not 
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happening in many of our school districts. The city must somehow take this on as a project to involve city gov't, parents, 
schools, districts, children, so that we stop sending kids with 6th grade competency levels into high schools!!! The state is 
doing nothing about this! 
 
- Fix the east side comparable to the west side. 
 
- Fix the governmental corrpution!!! 
 
- Fix the intersection of I880 and Stevens Creek Blvd. 
 
- fix the pot holes in the streets! 
 
- Fix the roads & highways. They are horrible! 
 
- Fix the roads!!!! 
 
- Fix the streets 
 
- Fix up the city 
 
- Focus more on schools and education. Higher education, more opportunities, less crime, less money spent on criminals, 
more money spent on education.  
 
- Focus on creating jobs in the downtown and adding residential high rises there and leave the traditional neighborhoods 
alone. 
 
- Focus on the Downtown to give it critical mass, rather than scattering limited resources in every district. 
 
- Focus: first on making downtown an attractive place for people of all ages and ethnicities to be; then on strenthening 
(and perhaps consolidating) neighborhood centers to increase vitality and attractiveness; then on connecting these 
centers with public transportation. 
 
- Follow the example of Chicago - great city! 
 
- For me personally: improved public transportation For the public/economy: A's stadium 
 
- Force areas to clean up 
 
- Free 2 hour parking everywhere 
 
- free parking after 6pm and all weekends 
 
- Free parking downtown 
 
- Free parking downtown. 
 
- Free parking for the Children's Discovery Museum. 5 dollars is insane.  
 
- Free parking in the downtown core. 
 
- FREE zero-emission public transportation, streamlined (make more bus-only lanes) for speed and efficiency, and 
running more places more often. suppliment this with bike lanes an eight year old could feel safe in (how about closing 
down streets with redundant parallels to automobiles?) and we CAN conquer the sprawl and make it sustainable 
 
- freeway system 
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- Friendlier Police Force (While enforcing downtown nightlife) 
 
- Friendliness to businesses, respect of people's property 
 
- Gang activity, blighted neighborhoods, and traffic congestion 
 
- Gang related communities and violence 
 
- Gangs 
 
- Gang's 
 
- get another national sports team 
 
- Get back to basic services and infrastructure maintenance  
 
- Get BART there. 
 
- Get BART to the city! 
 
- Get gang trouble under better control 
 
- Get live music back in downtown SJ 
 
- Get more business into downtown core of San Jose. 
 
- Get more individuals involved outside of the "usual suspects" (meaning those that continually volunteer their time) in 
volunteering at some level to make the community even more viable and personally connected. 
 
- Get over the "San Jose Disease" -- that chronic fretting by leaders, media, and institutions that "we are not worthy." 
 
- Get people to slow down on the highways. 
 
- Get people walking more, more attractive public transit. 
 
- Get Police to deal DIFFERENTLY with the populace instead of treating so many enounters as though with 
predetermined 'thugs'  
 
- get retail back downtown, with better restaurants 
 
- get retail downtown 
 
- Get rid of all of the council members who have clearly taken a stand on who they represent (labor, police, etc.) and 
replace them with members who think of the people first. The special interests in San Jose politics are killing San Jose. 
 
- Get rid of all the bars downtown and have more family oriented business such as restaurants 
 
- Get rid of all the graffiti and street peddlers. 
 
- Get rid of all the illegal aliens so the taxpayers can have less expenses and not feel as though they are paying for so many 
people who have broken the law just being here, plus many are committing crimes, having children, etc at the taxpayers 
expense. This should be a priority in all cities. 
 
- get rid of fruit vendors on neiborhood street corners! 
 
- Get rid of gangs 
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- Get rid of gangs and graffiti which is visible throughout the City, improve landscaping and street lighting which is 
lacking, missing or not well maintained in the City's east side and some parts of the Evergreen area. Get dilapidated strip 
malls to improve their appearance. 
 
- Get rid of gangs and slums 
 
- Get rid of lying and cheating politicians 
 
- Get rid of multi-lane streets through downtown areas (S.J. and Willow Glen) and make more pedestrian plazas with 
limited auto traffic - sidewalk cafes & pedestrian friendly. Campbell has done a better job, but not enough to encourage 
pedestrian malls and sidewalk cafes which take advantage of our weather and would serve to bring people in and help 
them to stay. 
 
- Get rid of Smart Growth Planning with its Urban Growth Boundary and over support of Transit. Cannot find anywhere 
where it works. Always provides high housing costs and road congestion. Smart Growth is a religion not supported by 
facts. 
 
- Get rid of so many police, State Police, Federal Police, University Police, Transit Police, School District Police, Shriff 
Police and San Jose Police. All downtown, way way way too many police departments! 
 
- Get rid of strip malls!!! Make shopping convenient and enjoyable, without the eye sores of today. I see progress already 
happening though. 
 
- Get rid of the clubs in downtown. Walking around at night is intimidating. 
 
- Get rid of the gang element.  
 
- Get rid of the gangs that are gaining more influence all the time. Tagging of our neighborhoods. 
 
- Get rid of the hi rise buildings that impact our long haul flights. 
 
- Get rid of the high-priced bureaucrats in city government (or put them to work with brooms and shovels) and insist that 
the remaining work force does an honest day's work for their pay--our city is beginning to look and feel third-world, 
despite the high price we're paying in taxes. 
 
- Get rid of the homeless people who have taken over the city center. 
 
- Get rid of the inferiority complex, and the attitude that we have to "be noticed" by the outside world in order to feel any 
kind of self-worth. Who gives a rat's pitutty whether we get world notoriety?!!Or even if I spelled pitutty wrong! The 
secret is that we have a great city, and we do not want to be like San Fransicko, or NYC, or LA. 
 
- Get rid of the 'thug' types that seem to parade around the streets in many neighborhoods. 
 
- get rid of the trash on the freeways. 
 
- Get some help for Downtown. 
 
- Get the cars out of the middle of the city. 
 
- Get the politics, egos, elitism and narcissist attitudes out of the development and agenda of future development, 
programs, etc., (whether displayed by a private citizen or politician). 
 
- Get the unions out and let the best people manage... to much money is being wasted and change is limited due to the 
short sigthedness of union leaders - thinking about themselves and their constituients and not the greater good of the 
populous.  
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- Getting the communities to trust the police 
 
- Give all young persons, especially disadvantaged, at-risk youth, HOPE. Give all youth a quality education and a 
meaningful, gainful opportunity to participate in the life of the City. 
 
- Give downtown a physical and emotional personality, something inviting (art, architectural design, landscaping, parks) 
that tells the story of San Jose and the region. 
 
- Give incentives to businesses so that they would want to locate in San Jose.  
 
- Give it an identity. Create a place that's recognizable and that people will want to see/visit. This identity will attract 
residents, visitors, and businesses. San Jose is still seen (by many) as a step-child of San Francisco and even Oakland, even 
though more people live in San Jose than any other Bay Area city. Provide amenities, architecture, events (identity!) that 
will enhance the quality of life for residents and will attract visitors and businesses.  
 
- Give more character to the City. It is really undefined. Nothing really exciting stands out. A pretty blab city.  
 
- Give the people the chances & opportunities to make this city their own by asking their opinion in surveys like these.  
 
- Giving youth more access to opportunites to help them succeed in the future. Having more equal opportunities. 
 
- Go Green 
 
- go green 
 
- Go Green 
 
- go green 
 
- Good public transport system. 
 
- Gourmet destination restaurants 
 
- Government bureacracy. Disfunctional planning department. Too much influence from developers.  
 
- Grade separate the light rail system, either underground or elevated, to eliminate slowdown of the light rail by traffic. As 
is, the light rail system simply takes too long when travelling across the city to make it more attractive than driving. 
 
- Graffiti control 
 
- greater civic pride, less of a 2nd class city feeling, more major league sports, a new primary 2000+ seat theatre 
 
- Greater housing along transit corridors with mixed use and mixed economic opportunities. Currently "affordable 
housing" options are often below par and separated. 
 
- Greater husbanding of Natural abundance - There are marvelous pockets of nature in San Jose, some very small, that 
need to be nourished. 
 
- greater public involvement in the process, including improved pubic/police interactions 
 
- greater respect for our heritage and history 
 
- Green Technology 
 
- Growth, yet keeping with that small town environment 
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- Have a BART that goes there. 
 
- Have a central focus on what makes San Jose unique. 
 
- Have a great landmark/monument. 
 
- have a lively downtown area with multiple venues/restaurants for live music similar to the gaslamp district in san diego  
 
- Have a more connected and efficient plan for getting citizens around all parts of San Jose. There are enough options for 
transportation from pedicabs to buses, but it seems sort of haphazard, and not as organized as other services. 
 
- Have better controls over the water district. Whenever there is a drought, Lexington & other water retention places are 
drained for silt removal. Then they claim, after creating a water shortage, that they need more money to better serve the 
area------very obvious and political. 
 
- Have better schools 
 
- Have better, cleaner open space facilities. Such as parks, walking, riding trails. Great examples would be as in 
Livermore/San Ramon area 
 
- Have better, more synchronized traffic signals — a 10-minute car trip often turns into 20 minutes or more because of 
unneeded stops (no cross traffic) and longer stops because light rail activity keeps signals from changing in a timely 
manner. 
 
- Have code enforcement and law enforcement be one agency that acts proactively on violations. 
 
- Have downtown resemble Santana Row. 
 
- Have free clean up days like Santa Clara has-it would clean up the city. 
 
- Have full staffing levels of police officers and gang abatements in all areas of San Jose. 
 
- Have less gang activity and graffiti 
 
- have light rail go to the air port, so its one easy step 
 
- Have light rail near where I live. I'd take it more to places instead of driving. 
 
- Have more community based events. 
 
- have more events that will attraact others, such as a film festival which drags celebrities too.  
 
- Have more free community events. The expense prohibits too many people from attending. 
 
- Have more improved transportations that's reliable, fast, and easily accessible. Something similar to San Francisco or 
New York. Especially considering that San Jose not a small city.  
 
- Have more major attractions 
 
- Have more places to see and play live music - smaller local bands at smaller local venues 
 
- Have more streets be uncongested 
 
- Have more visability and committment from City to have its residents volunteer, encourage its residents.  
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- Have retail stores in the downtown area. 
 
- have shops or entertaiments like SF 
 
- Have the arts in all the schools in San Jose from k to 12..it's a proven winner for keeping kids in school and engaged in 
learning...sports too..  
 
- Have the public transit go where the people actually want or need to go,not where civic or merchant leaders THINK the 
people want to go. Currently there is no way a disabled person can take the bus and get within a block of a 
desitantion,without switch busses and spending 2 hours just riding where a car can do it in 2o minutes. 
 
- Have VTA provide better security (and in some cases, better lighting) at the park and ride lots so that the ease and 
benefits of using transit don't have to be weighed against the concern for one's safety.  
 
- Having a high quality education for all children, so they can be competitive in our global economy 
 
- Having a Major League Baseball Team. We currently must travel to San Francisco and Oakland to see visiting teams.  
 
- having an active downtown, which would include shopping 
 
- Having homeowners, limit the amount of home renting/leasing that takes place, (especially if no maintenance is 
performed), otherwise, perform maintenance; yard work and house maintenance especially, to make the appearance of 
San Jose visually appealing. (A place you want to live.) 
 
- Having residents make the creative arts and an interest in aesthetics much higher priorities. These things should be 
higher in our consciousness. Being a technology-focused area with an engineering mindset, too many people are blind to 
the need for beauty to enrich our lives. 
 
- Health Care 
 
- help for the people with needs 
 
- Help low income communities who now just trash their own neighborhoods, buy into a long term vision and participate 
in the growth and beautification of their own neighborhoods. 
 
- Help taxpayers renew trust in their government by providing the gift of transparency. Post on line and in a local 
newspaper each month a simple financial report for each department, just totals: 1)How much was budgeted to them, (2) 
How much have they spent YTD, (3) Balance remaining in their operating account, (4) Liabilities outstanding this 
department this fiscal year, and (5) Income confirmed yet to come in during this fiscal year.  
 
- Help the city become more environmentally friendly; less air pollution! 
 
- High cost of living here. We are over charged, taxed and pay too may fees on things and events and places that when I 
grew up were free. You have to have a license to babysit etc. sell avon etc. There are too many requirements to just live 
and be free in order to make it here. I grew up here when it was known as the Blossom Valley of the World. A beautiful 
place to live. Now my nieces and nephews can no longer afford to live and work close by to their parents, aunts and 
uncles unless we all live together in one house. When I grew up we went to the park free, fishing was free, and playing 
league baseball fee, etc.There are so many hidden costs and requirements to work, start up a small business or just enjoy 
our parks. The City needs to consider these issues as the people continue to make it a great place to live and work. 
 
- High end shopping added to downtown 
 
- High rise buildings, more restaurants, art and music. A real city.  
 
- High salaries that contribute to the current financial problems. 
 



149 
 

San Jose Envision 2040 Plan Wikiplanning On-Line Civic Engagement Campaign 
 

 

- Hire local company to create local jobs. 
 
- his appearance: make it cleaner (remove garbage, weeds, graffitis), more attractive (nice sidewalks, flowers, lights), 
safer (police on bicycle). 
 
- Historic preservation would seriously be a priority. 
 
- Hold the city counsel accountable for over spending on pet projects through tough times while not concentrating on 
core services such as Polic, Fire and Streets 
 
- Home/rent price 
 
- Homeless 
 
- homeless 
 
- homeless people are around as well as drug addicts and other people who are jobless therefore have dangerous 
neighborhoods. The buildings are also very unattractive. 
 
- Homeless program.....get everyone to work instead of lying lazily arround waiting to be fed etc. 
 
- Honesty,charity and kindness toward each other in San Jose. Stop greed. Care for the environment. 
 
- House price 
 
- HOUSING 
 
- housing 
 
- Housing and downtown area. It's shady, it feels unsafe at night. As a female college student I need to feel safe where I 
live. The housing is horrible and expensive. There's terrible pest problems in the downtown area; specifically with 
roaches and bed bugs in most of the apartments. 
 
- I Agree with the person that suggested a disinct and unique set of physical landmarks in Down Town like the 
TransAmerica Tower or Space Needle I Know that Most of Down Town Has Restrictions because of the AirPort Flight 
Path, But What About Somewhere on Santa Clara St East of 10th St. And Santana Row Type Shopping on San Carlos St 
directly West of 87 Freeway Overbass area 
 
- I am concerned that our street (El Codo Way) was not re-paved whereas all the surrounding streets were. We are only a 
block long, shaped like an "elbow", but was neglected in the repaving. There are large cracks are frankly eyesores and 
also a danger to life and limb. The city should feel quite responsible if anyone should get injured on our street because of 
"civic" neglect. Dr. Brendan O Duterte, MD 
 
- I attended the last light rail tour where the San Jose green vision was touted. It ended with a lunch with the mayor 
where I ended up sitting at a table with my councilman for district four. This survey and the wikiplanning reinforces the 
green vision and I'm in favor of live/work communities built up and along major transportation corridors that encourage 
less car travel. As much as I can (weather and body permitting) I bike to work - 13 miles on way. I'm an avid cyclist. I was 
dis-heartened to hear that the At First Development project had struck a deal that would bring a Target to my 
neighborhood. A Target is in direct opposition to the San Jose green vision and points to the hypocrisy in the planning 
process and this vision. In the words of the Hunter Properties representative at the last community meeting in August, 
the Target is an anchor store to draw people to the At First shopping center within a 3 mile radius. This doesn't make 
sense when we have a Walmart in Milpitas at the McCarthy Ranch 2.4 miles down the road. And a Target on Coleman at 
the airport just 5.4 miles down the road. Instead of prompting a live/work community built for local residents a Target 
sends the message of 'drive here, park here, shop here, liter here, leave here'. I realize this isn't the forum for this kind of 
feedback. But my emails to mayoremail@sanjoseca.gov and district4@sanjoseca.gov have gone unanswered. I believe in 
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what the City is doing but can't understand how a Target is in line with its core principles. Please feel free to contact me 
at sordell2007@comcast.net. 
 
- I believe there needs to be the creation of better free/affordable cultural arts activities and venues. ie. music, art 
museums, galleries, theater venues & cultural events that have just as much of a draw/respect of San Francisco- we are a 
very large city & this has always surprised & iritated me. I am inclined to move to San Francisco or another large city 
(Portland, Seattle, Austin, Nashville, etc), away from San Jose, for this. "Music in the Park" for example this year drew very 
weak bands with little popularity/talent & doesn't include the talent of locals- SubZERO, Left Coast Live & Jazz Fest were 
much better. South First Fridays has been succesful at drawing an appreciative/interactive crowd, especially with the 
Street MRKT, but we need much more of this consistently throughout the year. San Jose should have venues for bands- 
local AND from around the world- to play (I hate that I have to drive to Santa Cruz, Mountain View or San Francisco for 
this when San Jose is a MUCH larger city than the first two cities!), MANY more galleries (one street is just not enough 
folks!), & should NOT be shutting down its civic/theatrical/operatic venues. We just won't be taken seriously as a large 
city if there is very little cultural expression! What is the point of saying we are diversified if the expression is merely in 
creating several seedy hip-hop clubs and a variety of resturants? That's not an interesting draw for a forward-thinking, 
intellegent, family-friendly, innovative crowd!  
 
- i dislike coming to san jose in the evenings because i don't feel safe, and the crowds are young kids running around 
 
- I do not feel safe walking in the downtown area after dark unless there is a significan event with large population 
attending (such as Christmas in the Park). 
 
- I don't know 
 
- I don't like the segregated neighborhoods (the East side, the South side). Letting one or two races of people isolate 
themselves in one section doesn't seem very conducive to city growth. 
 
- I don't mind the buildings but we should still see trees and green around them 
 
- I have a diverse set of music venues from 50, 100, 300, 500, 1000, and 3000 people that let young and old participate 
together. The 21+ music venue limit reduces the social mixing of age groups that makes for a vibrant tight knit 
community. 
 
- I have found that San Jose has an extremely creative and inventive artistic community but it seems they are not 
provided with a proper enviroment to succeed. this is the only major city i have lived in that doesn't have live/work lofts 
for artist. creating proper housing for artist and designer's is the first step to keep our city's creative minds from leaving. 
 
- I live 3 doors from light rail and NEVER use it. I would if it would get me where I need to go quickly. It takes way too 
long to get anywhere in town. I clean houses and travel different places. Even when I was in college it takes an hour to 
travel what takes 10 minutes by car... and we wonder why people drive! 
 
- I live downtown, and I would love to see more places to shop downtown. I'm talking about boutiques, clothing stores, 
specialty stores, etc. I hate having to drive to Valley Fair to go shopping! I think there are like 3 clothing shops downtown 
and they're not very good/varied.  
 
- I live in the east side and it is clear that the City of San Jose cares less about certain communities, like the east side. 
Streets are run down and not cared for. I think expressways like Capitol Expwy and Story need to be beautified with 
trees, bushes, and landscaping. Stripmalls need to be updated with better parking lots and buildings. More transparency 
is definitely needed. I want to know where the money comes and goes, because I haven't seen any improvements to East 
San Jose.  
 
- I love San Jose. This is too big a question to answer here. 
 
- I resent seeing signs on businesses that do not include English. I'm only a second generation American. However, my 
grandparents came here believing in the American way of life. We are so fortunate to live in this country! It is important 
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that we keep, and honor, our own cultural background, but, at the same time.......BE American! It would seem that some 
have come to the United States merely to reap the benefits offered in a more free society.  
 
- i support all those folks who would like to rid San Jose of gangs. The arts and arts education for youth, and CLASSES FOR 
YOUTH ALONGSIDE ADULTS, are a great way for young people to find strength within themselves, learn social graces, 
learn to embrace challenges, ask thoughtful questions through the arts and avoid dangerous time-wasting activities just 
"hanging out" unsupervised. 
 
- I think that downtown has lots of nighttime activities, but it seems like people go elsewhere for shopping and basic 
necessities. I personally would love if there were a Whole Foods nearby, a thrift shop, and a record store. 
 
- I think the employees at City Hall are, by far, the least user-friendly of any jurisdiction in the Bay Area. Permitting and 
Planning and Public Works and the City Attorney's offices are completely unconcerned with how the residents feel about 
anything. There is NOTHING that is easy or pleasant. There is NO effort to include residents in any process. 
 
- I think the Urban Market at San Pedro Square will be a huge asset to the city if it is done right. I can't wait to spend lots 
of time there.  
 
- I think we are on the right path to making the downtown a more appetizing place to go. San Jose downtown has been 
boring for years. 
 
- I want San Jose to be a cooler place to live and more like the other big cities that one knows so much about: reliable 
public transportation that takes you everywhere you need to be quickly, a central park with awesome amenities, a 
downtown shopping center. I want to be proud to live in San Jose, not Silicon Valley. 
 
- I want to feel safe sending my 14-year old daughter with my 2-year old son to St. James Park 7 blocks away to play on 
the playground. But I'm scared of the grungy houses, grungy cars, homeless people, and other scary-looking people that 
one has to pass to get to the park. So there's this beautiful park so close by, but I feel that it's completely inaccessible to 
my children and may as well be 100 miles away. 
 
- I want to see solar cells on ever library. 
 
- I wish housing (condos, townhouses) was more affordable. Even with my job in the city, I can't afford a nice place with a 
comfortable surrounding. 
 
- I wish I could predict a really nice evening out in San Jose where a walk from a nice restaurant to a cultural event 
wouldn't include some of the random event or encounter with a drunk or bum or rowdy teen. 
 
- I wish it wasn't so expensive to live here. 
 
- I wish San Jose were not one city, but several separate cities, each addressing their unique community's needs. 
 
- I wish that BART connected to San Jose. I live in Concord and have no choice but to drive everyday. I used to live in the 
South Bay and am looking at moving back. But if we had a better public transit system that was connected to other 
counties I would not need to move.  
 
- I wish that the Eastside had more variety of stores, such as a Trader Joe's, Whole Foods and a variety of restaurants, not 
only Mexican restaurants. 
 
- I wish the money was available for more light-rail transit. A growing senior population can use it. 
 
- I wish the redevelopment agency would encourage more independent businesses rather than large chains. In the 
decade I've been living in San Jose, I've watched numerous small businesses leave while chain after chain has moved in. 
Let's make San Jose stand out...not blend in to every other city in the US. 
 
- I wish we could be an innovative and creative culture on other levels besides high tech. 
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- I would add more pro sport teams when the oppurtunity arrived 
 
- I would augment what is already in place to develop and encourage the youth to participate in local goverment. To go 
out to schools and encourage the youth to get involve in their community. If they become interested in their community 
then we continue to improve and grow in a positive way. 
 
- I would break down the barriers between neighbors and people in the surrounding areas. People are too afraid or 
apathetic to others around them. Some people in San Jose need to be more friendly. :) 
 
- I would bring back and encourage small local family based businesses of all sorts throughout the city that were 
productive and sustainable to serve the community in which they located. 
 
- I would bring in another National Sports Team, baseball or football. 
 
- I would bring in more high-tech companies and better put San Jose on the map by giving it a futuristic, environmentally-
friendly unique image. 
 
- I would bring in stores to Downtown, it makes it more interesting and it is fun walking the streets. A possibility also for 
the empty big blue building would be to convert it to a mall. In Europe they do it this way, because they have to built high 
and it would be attractiv this one of a kind in Silicon Valley. 
 
- I would build out and connect the trail system 
 
- I would change it's attitude about trying to be San Francisco. We're not San Francisco and frankly, I don't want to be. 
San Jose has a small town charm that is reflected in it's Christmas Parade and downtown events that makes it's 
personality shine. 
 
- I would change its economic disparity beginning with access to early care and early education. 
 
- I would change San Jose's development policies. All future growth would have occur within a genuinely firm growth 
boundary and all residences and buildings would have to be mixed-use and mixed-income, without loopholes.  
 
- I would change the downtown area and make it more appealing to visit by adding more shops and events. 
 
- I would change the PR. Instead of competing with San Francisco in terms of big ticket items (sports teams, bigger, sexier 
museums, etc.) how about promoting the things that speak to San Jose as a PLACE. It's history, it's cool architecture and 
great, diverse neighborhoods...? How many people outside (or even INside for that matter) know about the Five 
Wounds/Brookwood Terrace area and the interesting history of the Portuguese settlement? The assets are there. The 
information and promotion of them are virtually non-existent. 
 
- I would change the public transportation to be more convenient like san francisco. I miss taking the trains. I hate to 
drive. 
 
- I would change the sprawling suburbs into a more accessible, less car-dependent city. 
 
- I would change the traffic conditions. They are horrible. 
 
- I would change the ugly high-rise building and random silly abstract art pieces into beautiful high-rise buildings and 
statues of real art work, art with grandeur and elegance, that has meaning that does not have to be written somewhere to 
understand it. We should be more particular about what developers are building and how it looks. This is the Silicon 
Valley Capital and should look more like Vancouver than a hick town. 
 
- I would change the unneccessary growth. San Jose is an excellent city as is, but for all those that live close to San Jose 
live close enough to San Francisco. San Jose is a good city as it is,more concrete won't heighten its status.  
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- I would change the urban sprawl that has diminished San Jose's appeal. Would like to see more planned communities 
that provide services, schools, parks, and shopping within a contained area; this would also reduce the traffic to those 
that live primarily in the neighborhood.  
 
- I would change the way San Jose treats night life and entertainment, and would make it a more entertainment-friendly 
city. As in, open a 24 hour cafe. 
 
- I would change the way San Jose was planned around cars, large freeways, tract homes, and sprawling job and 
commercial centers. Instead I would focus on increasing the density of the city, even in suburban neighborhoods, and 
creating a better public transportation system. This would greatly reduce our environmental footprint. 
 
- I would change the way the City government interacts with the various diversity of culturals and promote programs so 
that everyone can participate and get equal treatment. 
 
- I would choose more museums. We need more diversity in our museums. I love SJMA however, we need a Museum of 
Natural History, Asian Art Musuem, Museum of Tolerance, or a Trolley Museum. Something to bring out the diversity San 
Jose is.  
 
- I would clean it. Before living here, whenever I thought of San Jose, I thought of a dirty city. Since moving to San Jose, 
I've found many clean neighborhoods, but continue having the feeling that San Jose is kind of dirty. 
 
- I would clean the Guadalupe River and either redevelop or utilize the abandoned spaces under the overpasses by 
offering monthly parking passes and a complimentary and consistent shuttle services (15 minute increments) to and 
from at least five predesignated drop off/pick up locations around downtown San Jose and surrounding commercial 
neighborhoods. 
 
- I would continue to develop the downtown area as a destination location to attract more convention goers and tourists. 
 
- I would create more town squares or city blocks where cars are not allowed and make sure that all new development or 
renovations create sidewalks. I would make San Jose more pedestrian friendly. I would also create more trails and biking 
paths that are dedicated to pedestrians and bicycles. 
 
- I would design the city around people and not cars. San Jose is auto-dependent with too much land dedicated to parking 
lots and roads- Instead, San Jose should be a city defined by walkable and bikeable streets, with public plazas and 
sidewalk cafes teeming with life! 
 
- I would encourage all of our citizens to go GREENER! From using reusable shopping bags to going solar, let's get going 
on this! It is vital for us to be a leader so that other large cities will see what can be done. 
 
- I would encourage small business owners over the big chain retailers & restaurants. A lot of local character is lost when 
big chains dominate our shopping areas. 
 
- I would expand the city up rather than out. It would be very difficult and strategic but it would make most things in 
walking distants of each other and it would benefit the environment by not redeveloping land to accomidate homes, 
businesses or other construction. 
 
- I would fine people for not properly maintaining the appearance of their homes and neighborhoods. 
 
- I would get rid of 50% of all the politicians and public "servants" and demand that the remainder take real world pay 
cuts. 
 
- I would get rid of more graffiti and have fewer cars downtown. 
 
- I would have BART extend to the city, so it widens the opportunity for visiting other places in the Bay Area. 
 
- I would have it be less car-focused and more walkable 
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- I would have to say- safer neighborhoods- gang violence is a big threat 
 
- I would help each neighborhood to live up to its potential educationally, and aesthetically.  
 
- I would hire a constitutional lawyer to sue the U.S. Federal Post Office in Alviso for charging Alviso renters and George 
Mayne Elementary School a mandatory postal fee(TAX) for US mail delivery to a postal box. THIS IS SO 
ILLEGAL...Congressman Honda's office and the FBI are looking into this reported violation of the 14th amendment (Equal 
Protection amendment). Teresa R. Hernandez teacher in Alviso not a resident My son attends school in Alviso. We live in 
Sunnyvale. 
 
- I would implement a noise ordinance that would limit stero levels. As I sit here I could hear a stero one block away. No 
one has respect for neighbors. This is a health problem. 
 
- I would improve the creeks and convert them from fenced in trash filled, concrete matted sluiceways to healthty 
riparian areas with salmon and steelhead fish population restored,trails and swimming holes. 
 
- I would improve the public education system on all levels. 
 
- I would improve the public transportation system by making it more accessible. 
 
- I would include more attractions and destinations for children and teens. Other cities have a nice outdoor walking 
section, where as san jose is more driving and less pedestrian.  
 
- I would increase public safety. Everything else takes a rear seat if I do not feel safe. 
 
- I would like San Jose to put more emphasis on taking care of our current environment. Such as cleaning up blighted lots 
and areas in San Jose, as well as caring for our current open spaces. New housing should be placed on old pieces of 
blighted land, not our important wildlife habitats. 
 
- I would like the city to be less sprawling with more privately owned/unique businesses, rather than being dominated by 
strip malls and chain stores. 
 
- I would like the city to become more involved in being green.  
 
- I would like the district supervisors to more visible in their neighborhoods. San Jose is such a large city. It might be well 
if it governed more as a multi-city with neighborhoods being envisioned as villages rather than one megalopolis. 
 
- I would like the downtown area to be more lively after business and during weekend hours. Often, just before or after a 
concert or show, it would be very difficult to find a place to eat or relax with a drink/snack, since there are so few, and 
they are too congested with so many patrons trying to find the same thing and not enough places to go. 
 
- I would like the downtown to be safer and have more shops rather than just restaurants etc. 
 
- I would like to be able to trust that our elected officials would be more fiscally responsible and less focused on special 
interest. We need to get rid of some of the "hand-out" programs that promote a sense of entitlement instead we should be 
looking at how to attract business and develope jobs so that people can have a sense of worth and accomplishment that 
only comes from earning your own way.  
 
- I would like to change two things: 1. Education: I am surprised to know the difference between the schools that is based 
on their neighborhood. I would love to see schools with the same quality of education, teachers,discipline,care, 
administration.....&etc. It's not fair to have a failing school in one neighborhood; and one with flying colors in another. I 
hope this message will go to the concerned officials. 2. Roads: Roads in San Jose tell the visitor what type of neighborhood 
is there. I think all roads should be uniform!  
 
- I would like to feel safe in any neighborhood I drive through or visit. 
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- I would like to make it the first smog free city in the world. 
 
- I would like to make San Jose aware and proud of its history as the oldest city on the West Coast. San Jose has an 
extraordinary and colorful past and deserves to celebrate leading technologies such as the Light Tower and the first 
radio. I would like to see San Jose build a major history Museum and become the West Coast branch of the Smithsonian. 
 
- I would like to see all children's events free to children under the age of 12. Places like Hayes Mansion more open to the 
community. Maybe, discounts for people with zip codes in this area. Also, I would to see our restaurants and hotels reach 
out community with discounts. 
 
- I would like to see more accesable and fast mass transit that is better connected with the bay area. 
 
- I would like to see more City in the downtown, specifically more real retail. And downtown needs to be more accessable 
either through better (and free) parking facilities or much improved public transportation 
 
- I would like to see more diverse retail stores and restaurants in the area that I live. 
 
- I would like to see more gardens and trees throughout the City of San Jose. Our older parks need a face lift. Please bring 
back the splender of Alum Rock Park. It was a gem and it could have more amenities.It used to have a band stand and 
pool.  
 
- I would like to see more help given to the homeless  
 
- I would like to see more of an effort to clean-up neighborhoods where those who have less income live, it's not fair that 
they are surrounded by graffiti, boarded up windows and dirty streets.  
 
- I would like to see more shops in downtown San Jose. I work downtown and can't buy a book, or a greeting card, or 
much of anything within walking distance of my office. 
 
- I would like to see streets closed in the downtown area and make it more of a walkable and bike friendly city. 
 
- I would liven Downtown SJ. Take advantage of the large day-time population (students and workfore) by having various 
dinning, shoping and tourist plazas that provide a mixture of services and product retail to the public and visitors. 
Improving the transportation in and to downtown is critical to making downtown more visited and convenient. 
 
- I would locate it in a state that has a better business climate. 
 
- I would love to see San Jose practice more innovation when it considers change. We are a large city with pretty limited 
culture 
 
- I would lower the cost of living  
 
- I would maintain the cleanliness of the downtown area. 
 
- I would make downtown San Jose a more desirable destination with world-class shops, restaurants, and cultural 
activities in a safe, vibrant, aesthetically-pleasing environment. 
 
- I would make East San Jose more equitable in terms of opportunties to become part of regional workforce and attain 
higher education.  
 
- I would make edowntown more vibrant and make large businesses want to locate theselves here. 
 
- I would make it a better city for young people. Many of the youth ages 15 through 21 live in the suburbs where the 
choices of a fun evening are the movies or sitting in your home. 
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- I would make it cleaner, less air pollution and less garbage in the ground.  
 
- I would make it more transit friendly. 
 
- I would make it that the city had more frequent public transporation including more night routes along the lines of 
other big cities like San Francisco, Chicago, Boston and New York. 
 
- I would make sure that real arts, classical music, art instruction, dance, were put back into place in the school K-12. 
 
- I would make sure that upscale shopping is available downtown with free parking. The amount of money from parking 
would be exceeded by sales taxes. As a tourist, I know that when I am in another city, I want to shop. So do my fellow 
tourists. 
 
- I would make the east side its own city so they could work out their differences and minimize criminal activity. 
 
- I would move Mineta International to Moffett Field. Therefore, San Jose could have taller high rises, making it easier to 
grow.  
 
- I would not change a thing. 
 
- I would not change anything. I love this city and that is exactly the reason why I decided to raise a family here. 
 
- I would offer more affordable housing options to low-income families and middle-income families and improve the 
quality of education so that it was equitable across all areas within San Jose. 
 
- I would plant ground cover at all the freeway ramps for a beautiful view coming and going into the city and 
neighborhoods. 
 
- I would prom0te the construction of significant architecture, like the Transamerica pyramid or the Space Needle. 
Buildings that, when people saw a photo, they would identify it as being San Jose. Seattle has done a really good job at 
this, and not just with the Space Needle. 
 
- I would promote more opportunities to participate in community organizations and programs - set an example of 
volunteerism at every level- and encourage businesses that are located here to not just consider themselves part of the 
"global economy" but also a very real part of the local community. 
 
- I would push to increase population density so that walking through the city would feel like a vibrant experience. 
 
- I would put more focus into driving business attendees and also transient, tourists. We have a great city, we just haven't 
found our niche yet. We are perfect for sporting events but we need to drive the economy by looking at the arts groups 
downtown and how their specific groups/attendees are impacting our city. (is it enough, do we need to change our 
direction). Music is an area that can be greatly explored and diversified and bring in alot more revenue. 
 
- I would reduce the proliferation of hi density housing without first comprehensively and consistently addressing the 
infrastructure issues such as traffic/streets. Housing overcrowding and traffic congestion are directly related to the 
quality of life. We do not want to become like the Los Angeles basin. 
 
- I would slow gentrification of neighborhoods so home prices stay modest to encourage continued growth. 
 
- I would smush it together so that people could more easily interact with each other.  
 
- I would stop expanding San Jose's borders for awhile , so that the City's economy can catch up with the incredible rate of 
growth experienced in the last 50 years. Only after consolidation would I continue to expand the city. 
 
- I would STOP the growth of people and building. More people and more housing will only add to the problems of traffic 
congestion, waste disposal, and pollution that we already have. With water being a shortage, increasing the population 
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only increases that problem. We need to have MORE PARKS, especially for youth sports activities like other nearby cities 
have.  
 
- I would support and promote local businesses rather than bringing in larger corporations to develop our city's core. 
 
- I would take steps to reduce or eliminate smog. 
 
- I would try to bring downtown San Jose to its old self, with shops (various types) and resturants where we could shop in 
downtown San Jose, on a Saturday or Sunday afternoon. Low end shops and resturants like before. Can you imagine 
families strolling the streets of downtown San Jose? 
 
- I would try to eliminate the dependency of our car. 
 
- I WOULD TRY TO KEEP THE UNIONS FROM RUNNING THE CITY IN WHATEVER WAY IS AVAILABLE.  AS OF NOW IT 
SEEMS AS IF THAT IS WHAT IS HAPPENING..TO OUR DETRIMENT..GREED AND MONEY RULES THESE DAYS.  WHEN 
WILL THE INTERESTS OF THE CITIZENS BE ACKNOWLEDGED AND ACTED UPON. 
 
- I would want it to be safer and cleaner. 
 
- I would want to change what the people want to change. What they feel they really need help with.  
 
- I would want to have a sportsplex where soccer or baseball can be played by recreational teams. All these sports must 
share fields with schools and it becomes very hard to reserve a field to practice or have a game when multiple 
recreational teams are vying for the same fields. 
 
- I would work to continue to make downtown as much a draw as other places in San Jose (e.g. Santana Row). Wonderful 
museums, some very good restaurants, nice highrise living areas....but make is a central gathering place for all of San Jose 
neighborhoods to assemble.  
 
- I wouls make it more eco-friendly towords our enviornment including the reuse of buildings still present instead of 
building new ones. 
 
- I'd improve public transportation, especially to parks like Alum Rock 
 
- I'd like to see a safe, activated downtown area with good restaurants, nightlife, arts and retail. 
 
- I'd like to see more innovative land use planning with a better appreciation of historic buildings and less deference to 
developers. 
 
- I'd like to see more special events away from downtown. Many of us will not bring our families into the congested and 
compacted downtown area. 
 
- I'd make it part of the BART system  
 
- If could change one thing I would like to make the city safer for all. to beable to walk at night or even midday and feel 
safe on the trails and city streets. Getting older I don't feel as safe walking down the streets as I did years ago.  
 
- If I could change one thing about San Jose it would be the public transportation to improve our alternatives to driving 
cars. This may mean building stores and restaurants closer to homes and reducing the space between us. 
 
- If I could change one thing about San Jose it would be to make sure there is enough public safety (i.e. Police and Fire 
Departments) that can accommodate a growing city of 1 million. Living near a fault line I know we are short public safety 
employees and at times, I worry if there is a disaster we won't be safe or prepared. I hope we appreciate the work police 
and firefighters do for us and oftentimes I feel San Jose doesn't realize this and looks at police and fire as a financial drain. 
The city officials should be the ones to realize when a disaster strikes they'll be the one's we'll need. 
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- If I could change one thing about San Jose to make it a better city it would be having acess to BART for public 
transportation. 
 
- If I could change one thing about San Jose to make it a better city, I would develop regulatory and tax incentives to 
encourage small businesses to thrive.  
 
- If I could change one thing about San Jose to make it a better city, I would work with the media and make more events 
available to help those living and involved in the city of San Jose realize and appreciate the value of its cultural and 
lifestyle diversity. 
 
- If I could change one thing about San Jose, it would be the cost of living here. We have so much available to us and yet 
most of the population cannot afford it or are too busy working just so that they can live here. 
 
- If I could change one thing about San Jose: I would make San Jose the most welcoming city in California to start and 
operate a business.  
 
- If I could change one thing about SJ would be the transportation system. SJ is a city that has lots of potential to have an 
excellent public transportation. SJ should look into the European system, like Madrid, which is easy to use, economical, 
and convenient. 
 
- If I could change one thing, it would be to have a more vibrant downtown with more unique shops and stores, more 
things to do, and less cheesy, chain restaurants.  
 
- If I could, I would thread many more and varietal natural open spaces of trails and parklike nooks within easy walking 
space of each and every home in the city; each nook and trail containing tidbits of educational trivia, comfortable resting 
spots for meditation and contemplation and hands-on learning opportunities for our smallest and our oldest citizens 
amusement and use. 
 
- If I had a magic wand I'd turn San Jose into the best sity in the world for bicycle riders. That includes educating 
EVERYONE who rides a bike to follow the rules of the road, just like cars have to. And, of course, with my magic wand, 
people driving cars, trucks and buses would totally respect the rights of cyclists to share the roads. By the way, the 
Guadalupe and other trails are NOT the answer, at least not as they are designed and set-up today. Hopefully in future 
both streets and trails will be able to be safely used.  
 
- If I were to change one thing about San Jose it would be its density. Higher densities have the potential to draw 
businesses, jobs, and homes together in closer proximities, increasing walkability and lowering dependence on driving. 
Such densities would create a suitable environment for an effective light rail and bus system, thereby increasing 
transporation options and reducing congestion on the roads and freeways. High and mid-rise housing would strengthen 
San Jose's currently-lacking urban fabric while preserving the hills and fields that encompass Santa Clara Valley by 
preventing suburban developments. Unfortuneatly, many are skeptical about looming towers and shadow-casting high 
rises, but if done right, hostility towards density could be replaced with openness and optimism. Cooperation between 
architects, urban planners and San Jose's various city agencies is a must should we expect success. 
 
- If money weren't a factor, I'd put light rail underground or above grade downtown to speed it up. 
 
- If one thing should change within the City of San Jose I would say a stronger Gang Task Force. There should be a no 
nonsense type of program that will deter participants from coming to or continuing to live in the city. San Jose is a 
beautiful city we just need to make it a safer city.  
 
- If we actually banished the unnecessary bureaucracy that makes it so difficult, time consuming, and expensive to start 
up or improve businesses, for people to buy or improve their homes, or for improvements to be made to public 
transportation, parks, and the community as a whole. 
 
- Illegal should be depoted. all foreigners should follow the federal law for living in the U.S. 
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- I'm a native born San Josean, a product of the bourgeoning life of the 50's and 60's and now 67 years this month. I no 
longer live in San Jose but in San Martin. Yet my heart is in San Jose where I have been part of that slow but remarkable 
transformation from farmlife to city which was inevitable. So what do I perceive for this town to change - It would be for 
all to take pride, promote pride, instill a sense of being a proud collection of diverse individuals regardless of social 
position or economics - its your home, a positive place to be, a place to participate with what takes place here. You reap 
the fruits of the soil you sow and you share and provide for each others well being. And most importantly you have fun. 
 
- I'm pleased to see the diversity and depth of feeling in the expressed opinions! We're growing up! 
 
- impove commute traffic 
 
- Improve & widen residential roads  
 
- Improve air quality.  
 
- improve and clean up rough neighborhoods like East San Jose 
 
- Improve bicycle transportation in areas outside of downtown. Bike transit quickly becomes dangerous as soon the 
bicycle lanes end. 
 
- Improve bus service 
 
- Improve communication with surrounding cities. 
 
- Improve deteriorated neighborhoods surrounding Downtown core. 
 
- Improve downtown as a world-class destination for "real" shopping, living, and entertainment. 
 
- Improve downtown by making it more of a destination for art and culture, adding more quality restaurants and cafes 
and outdoor eating and drinking places.  
 
- Improve Downtown connections with suburbs. 
 
- Improve drastically public transportation 
 
- Improve K-12 education in substantive (not superficial state testing) ways in order to prepare tomorrow's adults to be 
more caring and engaged members of the community, and to be more effective participants and leaders in the economy 
and the governance of the city and the state. 
 
- Improve Light Rail by eliminating stations and having popular destinations (shopping malls, airport, etc.).  
 
- Improve Light Rail Service to destination points... especially shopping. 
 
- improve light rail speed 
 
- Improve on transportation around the city or more underground parking lots. Parking is a pain, and getting to 
transportation at night is difficult. 
 
- Improve our roads so that bicycles can trigger street lights and have space on the roads with cars. 
 
- improve overall appearance of single-family/rental properties w/ more frequent neighborhood clean-ups. 
 
- Improve public schools. 
 
- Improve public transit, work on BART extension.  
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- improve public transit. I have lived in Boston and San Francisco and did not need a car except on weekends. I currently 
work close to downtown and live near a light rail station, but don't use light rail because I can drive my route in 15 
minutes, or take an hour using light rail.  
 
- Improve public transportation 
 
- Improve public transportation 
 
- Improve public transportation ... 
 
- Improve public transportation so it is better connected with other systems throughout the Bay Area. 
 
- IMPROVE PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION! 
 
- Improve public transportation. That means "minimize travel time from point A to point B", not "add more buses to 
overcrowded streets." In St. Louis I was able to ride light rail directly from the airport to downtown. In Copenhagen I had 
my choice of Metro or regional rail to get from the airport to downtown. London's Heathrow has an Underground 
connection. In San Jose, I need to take the #10 shuttle to get to Caltrain. Or light rail. Or (if BART ever gets built) to BART. 
I consider it extremely short-sighted to run BART to the Santa Clara Caltrain site instead of the airportm, as is currently 
planned. Other cities have dedicated rights of way for buses. And their buses are electric, not diesel-spewing monsters. 
San Francisco succeeds, in large part, because of MUNI. And BART goes to SFO. You could do worse than learn from them. 
If you improve public transportation to/from downtown, people will use it and the overall economy will be boosted. 
 
- Improve public transportation. To give just one example: The fact that the light rail does not go to the airport is 
unforgivable.  
 
- Improve public transportation: light rail to connect Alum Rock & Eastridge & make sure Bart comes to San Jose. 
 
- Improve road contruction or traffic jam.  
 
- IMPROVE SANTA CLARA STREET! Turn Santa Clara Street into a "boulevard" with a lush median: THIS WOULD slow 
down traffic by designating slow lanes for bikes and more room for pedestrians. Encourage sidewalk cafes, sidewalk 
sales, fruit stands, etc. Now when you sit outside on Santa Clara Street all you get is bus exhaust and noise. Don't even get 
me started on the busses and the problems they cause w/traffic flow and bad vibes. Figure out some way to create a 
diversionary route to 101, it will help stop the cruising and clear up traffic I live downtown and think the cruising is 
intimidating and it causes people avoid driving downtown, because it is such a jammed up mess. This contributes to the 
whole crux of the problem with the downtown area: not enough people out and about! This improvement would also 
include beautifying the City Hall hardscape fronting Santa Clara Street: What a grim, hard, cold area that is - exposed 
cement in the beating-down sun with no shade, color or greenery. What were you thinking?  
 
- Improve schools  
 
- improve schools. I have found it strange that besides myself and my parents the schools I have a attended don't share 
the same enthusiasm for me to go above and beyond. 
 
- Improve street conditions 
 
- Improve streets and traffic 
 
- Improve streets and traffic congestion. 
 
- improve streets and transportation 
 
- Improve the ambience/pull/attractiveness of downtown. This could enhance both our attractiveness as a city for 
visitors and our pride/identity as residents. 
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- Improve the city's safety. Too many homeless wonderers without food and shelter. 
 
- Improve the condition of the city's roads and sidewalks. 
 
- Improve the downtown nightlife scene - I don't feel comfortable walking around downtown after 10 PM, especially 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday nights. There are loud bar crowds, loud music from cars cruising Santa Clara St, feels like 
there is a gang presence..... 
 
- Improve the downtown to make it more of a destination, like San Francisco is. 
 
- Improve the educational system to 99% high school gradutes. We need to give quality education to all our children and 
give them the opertunity and access to a college education. Improving our education will make more better citizens of 
our troubled young citizens. Change the cycle of failure to success for all the family and community. San Jose has many 
educated people from other countries but have neglected and ignored our own home born young citizens. 
 
- Improve the environment of East San Jose (clean streets, plant trees, flowers, walking trails...) 
 
- Improve the flow of automobile traffic - not make it more difficult for drivers, but give them a few good routes that 
enable cars to travel smoothly at a reasonable speed (ie. not have to stop at red lights every other block) 
 
- Improve the nightlife.  
 
- Improve the Policeactivities, be more visible, reduce response time. Improve Recreation activities for children above 12 
years through 25 years. Reduce the costs for children to participate in activities, Extend the swim season from the time 
school is out until it starts. Develop more youth mentoring programs and recognize Youth volunteers better.  
 
- Improve the quality of public schools.  
 
- Improve the quality of the physical (buildings and streetscape) environment 
 
- Improve the quality of the school system. We live in San Jose because of all of the benefits/services available, but choose 
to move to an area which is not the San Jose Unified School District. 
 
- Improve the quality of the sidewalks, walkways, paths and bik routes to make it more safe and pleasant to use. There 
are too many sidewalks in my neighborhood which are very dirty, overgrown with weeds and practically useless and 
certainly unsafe. 
 
- Improve the school districts and establish and fund organized extra-curricular programs available to all school-aged 
children; children who are busy in wholesome activities are less inclined to gangs and crime; educated young people and 
adults contribute more to their home communities; they help ensure a healthy economy and a vibrant cultural landscape 
and they invest more time and money in philanthropic endeavors in their home communities. 
 
- Improve the status of the eastside community to make it more desireable to live with more parks, road improvements, 
better schools, and the creation of incentives for local businesses to open similiar to what you find in South San Jose 
(restaurants, local retail stores, etc... - no more "Goodwill" type stores). East of 101 area needs more attention 
immediately, or this area will remain an eyesore for the whole city.  
 
- improve the streets more cops and more teen centers for kids to stay out of trouble 
 
- Improve the way ordinary citizens are treated by city employees and police. 
 
- Improve traffic going to City. 
 
- improve transportation by connecting lightrail, bus, caltrain, bart. 
 
- Improve/expand open space, trails and parks. 
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- improve/increase downtown shopping, events, nightlife, etc. 
 
- Improved access and safety for bicyclists 
 
- improved air quality 
 
- Improved downtown with more shops, restaurants, unique activities 
 
- Improved maintenance of streets and enforcement of traffic laws 
 
- improved mix of residential, commercial, shopping, arts and restaurants in the city center. 
 
- Improved public transit, connection to BART, and high-speed rail. 
 
- improved public transit. 
 
- Improved public transportation 
 
- improved public transportation. 
 
- Improved public transportation. BART. 
 
- improved schools 
 
- Improved traffic flow. Examples: Longer left turn lanes, so that that those in the left lane don't block those going 
straight. Addition right turn lanes so that you don't have to wait behind traffic going straight. Etc.  
 
- Improved transit that connects residential areas, including Evergreen, South San Jose, and Almaden, to where there is a 
high concentration of jobs, such as the areas around the triangle between 101, 17, and 237, and downtown. Allowing 
people to get to their jobs using a convenient and efficient transit will greatly improve their quality of life. 
 
- Improved transportation 
 
- Improving public transportation around the City 
 
- In desperate need of methods of communication to connect people - News Paper that covers real news, community 
news, arts and cultural coverage and announcements. 
 
- In Downtown San Jose, there seems to be many homeless people on the streets that loiter. I'm sure most are harmless, 
but they make me feel uncomfortable. 
 
- In my opinion, the City of San Jose should utilize the talents of high school and college students to decorate our airports, 
public hallways, and buildings. There is no reason why we should pay millions of dollars for art to decorate our walls at 
the airport and public walkways. Displaying student's artwork is a great way to showcase the many talented artist that 
we have in the schools in San Jose. In the past Anaheim Airport has used student's artwork for their airport. We can save 
a lot of money in our budget when we become creative in using the talent around us. 
 
- In order for us to continue being one of the "safest cities" I would like to see more police officers patroling public areas 
in the morning time (when people are more likely to be walking to work) and in the late evening hours (people leaving 
work or going to dinner). There seems to be a lot of homeless people in the area that tend to harrass you when you are 
walking around. I am a female and this can be very frightening and intimidating at times especially when I am walking to 
my car which is blocks away from my place of business. 
 
- In order to increase our competitiveness for both companies and residents, we need to connect our public transit to 
more communities and more cities, with San Jose being the center.  
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- In our area, you either have to go to Milpitas, or drive pretty far in to the city to find much in the way of nice restaurants. 
 
- In Sacramento, you can feel the temperature drop when you enter the city. They have so many trees that it feels cooler 
and green in the summer. In Willow Glen, the houses cost more because of the tree-lined streets. Our city radiates the sun 
off all this asphalt. I would like to see mostly shade in parking lots and streets with trees. I would like to see more 
planning for trails like Davis. For instance the 85 entrance south on Camden Ave cut entrance to the neighborhood with a 
tall solid wall. To get into that area walking means a long distance down Camden to get to the same place. Planning so 
that entrances that cars can't go would be able to make walking more attractive. Shortcuts and tree-lined walks make 
walking more fun in our summer heat. Deciduous tree that lose the leaves in the winter make in more fun to walk in the 
winter. If the planners would send people out to walk areas and come back with suggestions, areas could be changed to 
be more friendly to walkers. I chose my current home at a location that within 1 mile I can get to all shopping, library, 
community center, and post office. But making the city a thick grove of tree would make me want to walk to them more 
often. I only go if I can get out before the heat. 
 
- In the future I would locate affordable housing closer to the job cores.  
 
- Inablity to have an event downtown without thugs and out of towners showing up to ruin it. 
 
- increase and improve human interaction by making major areas densely active (more space for people & beauty of land, 
not cars.) 
 
- Increase awareness of San Jose's arts community. 
 
- Increase bus lines and shorter waits between runs. 
 
- Increase economic opportunity for all and work toward better social services and job training, as for so long, so much of 
San Jose's population has been (and continues to be) economically disadvantaged. 
 
- Increase education goals for its constituents to match those of the majority of Silicon Valley. 
 
- Increase funding for Homework Centers and parks and Recreation. 
 
- increase funding for schools 
 
- Increase number and locations of after-school programs for children, with scholarships available. 
 
- Increase open space, accessibility to trails and completion of trails around city and Bay. 
 
- Increase safety. 
 
- Increase social equity.  
 
- Increase social service programs. 
 
- Increase the amount of industrial and retail zoning so our community has the financial base to pay for the amenities 
wanted 
 
- Increase the number of commercial and neighborhood services provided to residents 
 
- Increase the TOT and find a way to stabilize arts funding to prommote artistic and cultural growth rather than just 
survival. 
 
- increase tourist attractions and night life 
 
- increase work opportunities 
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- Increased outreach between business and high school students 
 
- Increased safety and cleanliness of downtown. 
 
- Increased safety. Better protection of assets instead of huge growth. 
 
- Inform the public of the costs and the limits of transit.  
 
- Install an arts and crafts center with a public market such as Granville Island in Vancouver. There is not much shopping 
downtown San Jose, and a "Granville" type center would be great for tourists and locals. 
 
- Integrate parking with transportation network, & communicate same to public. 
 
- Integrated public transportation (so it's easy to utilize all the various offerings (Cal-Train, ACT(?), VTA, BART, Muni etc.) 
and get around the Bay Area without wheels. Associated with that is better timing. For example, I never used public 
transportation when I worked in Palo Alto because the time I had to wait to catch the bus, then the VTA and then Cal-
Train added up to the time it would take me to commute on average.  
 
- integration of peoples. ie. more public places with activity where the point is not just to buy something. This sprawling 
suburban lifestyle has prevented many interesting people never to cross paths. 
 
- Intelligent redevelopment and regeneration of downtown area. Restoration of old and architecturally important 
buildings.  
 
- invest money to improve the living conditions on the East Side 
 
- Invest more in parks and open spaces as they are the gathering places and social outlets for a wide range of residents. 
 
- invest more in schools 
 
- Invest more money in crime reduction research or programs. Provide more police patrol in East and South San Jose. 
 
- It costs a lot of money to live in this city. If I could change one thing, it would be to make the city more affordable to live 
in.  
 
- It is good that input is sought from the resident base but it appears that San Jose keeps adding New Boards and 
Commissions instead of working to optimize the established Boards and Commissions that are currently in place. Putting 
untrained lay people on these New Boards and Commissions (for example the newly created Neighborhood Commission) 
to influence or make key decisions which impact growth around our single family homes rather than letting the trained 
City Staff do so is not always in the best interest of the City or the resident base. Some or these self labeled "neighborhood 
leaders" have hidden agendas or individual egos and do not seek input from or update the homeowners of the areas they 
should be representing (IE. District 6). The City needs to reduce the number of Boards and Commissions and monitor the 
behavior and value add of the Commissioners. 
 
- It needs to have better public transportation to the bay area. 
 
- It should strive to become a quieter community. The noise coming from parks, vehicles with noisy mufflers and amped 
up stereos is ridiculous. Police should be tasked with controlling this noise as they do in smaller communities adjacent to 
San Jose. 
 
- It would be great if San Jose could better promote their leadership meetings and other events. I feel like there are still so 
many people who don't know of the resources that they can be receiving. 
 
- It would be great to have a more educated and ethical city leadership that addresses solving San Jose's problems, and 
providing positive direction, which ultimately results in the creation of a vibrant and thriving community. 
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- It would be nice if there were one or two good small-venue rock & roll clubs (not just bars like the Brit). 
 
- It would be to have better public transportation and/or create more lanes on highways to alleviate traffic congestion. 
 
- It would not have been allowed to sprawl. San Jose and Silicon Valley are built over 30' of some of the world's best top 
soil in a mediterranean climate. Create an urban garden or a community garden wherever we can. 
 
- It’s traffic congestion in the Evergreen area. 
 
- It's a long-shot, and not necessarily unique to San Jose, but bringing common sense and good judgment to government 
officials and decision makers would be nice... 
 
- It's attempts to always be "first class" with projects of dubious merit and often of benefit only to the developer or land 
owner promoting the project. Such envy driven goals have proved to be most elusive and mill advised.  
 
- it's dirty (the freeways have trash on the sides of the road; there is an abundance of graffiti everywhere)...this is 
especially true in the have an have not areas (i.e. willow glen is certainly cleaner looking than the east side). 
 
- It's getting too large and congested. I long for the simpler, calmer, more peaceful San Jose. 
 
- It's inability to get over being a suburb. That ship has sailed. We are over 1 million people now and need to start acting 
like it. If people want a quiet, bucolic existence they need to move to Hollister. 
 
- It's lack of balance between housing and quality of life services, i.e., cultural activities. 
 
- It's missing a bookstore in Downtown. 
 
- IT'S NOT ME, BUT AS A GROUP WE WILL GROW..... 
 
- Its not people friendly...you need a car for everything. The transportation system isn't time coordinated so you wait a 
long time between light rail and BART for example. Come on, this is the Bay Area...let's act like we're interconnected so 
we can get from the South Bay to the East Bay on public transit in less than 6 hours. 
 
- It's small national and even smaller international profile. 
 
- It's suburban attitude 
 
- It's time to grow up and act like a real city. For the 10th largest city it still looks like a cowtown. 
 
- It's too spread out. Cities that are more condensed feel more like big cities than ones that are widely spread out. 
 
- Job opportunity 
 
- Jobs within downtown, with that I think everything else will fall into place more easily. As it stands there seems to be a 
group of people who work downtown, and a group who party there. Working and living downtown would be ideal. 
 
- Judy Chirco doesn't respond to any communication I've ever sent her. (Approximately one communication per year.) 
 
- Keep it cleaner! 
 
- Keep making downtown a safe, family friendly destination for families 
 
- Keep the City east side cleaner.  
 
- Keep the trash and weeds along roadways cleaned up! 
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- Keeping the roads and freeways improved for traffic as it grows in numbers. Keeping gridlock to a minimum.  
 
- l 
 
- Labor and pension issues have a strangle-hold on the budget. San Jose should look to Sacaramento and recognize how 
fiscally irresponsible the state has become, and vow not to follow down that path any longer. 
 
- Lack if Programs @ Parks and Community Centers 
 
- Lack of fair and adequate parking facilities 
 
- Lack of nice, affordable housing 
 
- Large marina/retail/residential area at end of Bay...or an NFL team. 
 
- Larger city center with more social opportunities. 
 
- Larger freeway and major roadways so that traffic isn't nearly so bad 
 
- leave all work to inhouse. 
 
- less aggressive police presence in club areas, easily solved with a 'soft close' approach used in other CA cities 
 
- Less air pollution 
 
- less big box stores more emphasis on neigborhood walking districts 
 
- Less building! Concentrate on places already in existence. No more outward growth. That is bad for the environment 
and we don't have the infrastructure to support it. 
 
- Less bums and homeless people in the downtown area.  
 
- Less bureaucracy, more funding for cultural institutions!  
 
- less car-based travel 
 
- Less cars and better buildings. Get the most innovative world architects and build high! 
 
- Less cars and garbage, it seems that a few places in San jose are very rundown and trashy. 
 
- Less central planning, shut down the Redevelopment Agency, less union domination of the City Council. Set up some 
general guidelines and then let neighborhoods grow organically. The City should pay more attention to basics like 
parking, swimming pools, and repairing streets instead of ambitious projects. 
 
- Less concrete and construction 
 
- Less concrete and more greenery.  
 
- less conjestion 
 
- less cops in downtown 
 
- less crime 
 
- Less crime, gangs. 
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- Less crime, homelessness and joblessness 
 
- Less crowded 
 
- Less density in plannedfor next 30 years, greater use of open space and development of new outdoor spaces for people, 
and animals 
 
- Less dependance on the automobile 
 
- less dependence on the private automobile for transportation 
 
- Less expensive arts and cultural events. Schools funded  
 
- Less expensive parking - I'd come more and spend more time once there. 
 
- Less fast foods places, more community organic gardens with educational classes on gardening. 
 
- less focus on the poor only and more diversity in economic resources. More people with more economuc resources 
means the city can afford to attract more money from the tax base and create things of interest for people to see and 
enjoy, thereby making the city more attractive to people who can and would spend money here which would benefit all. 
 
- Less funding to police departments/prison industrial complexes; much more funding towards public K-12 schools & 
community colleges. 
 
- Less gang activity. 
 
- less gangs more jobs especially training for women 
 
- less growth which would mean less traffic and overcrowding 
 
- Less high rise buildings. They mess up the skyline but then i dont want the beautiful rolling hills to be filled with houses 
either. I guess I want slow growth. 
 
- Less housing density and more focus on economic development. Numerous businesses are fleeing the State of Ca. and 
we need to keep every business possible within our city. 
 
- less illegals 
 
- Less partisan politics 
 
- less people 
 
- less police presence, domination 
 
- Less politics 
 
- less population 
 
- less population 
 
- Less population 
 
- Less provincialism. It does not behave like a city a with population of 1 million people. 
 
- less public safety spending 
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- Less reliance on a car by having more services closer to where people live. I live Downtown and have to shop at 
Midtown Safeway. 
 
- Less splintered school system 
 
- Less sprawl and better use of commercial property. Fewer small strip malls and more neighborhood 
shopping/restaurant districts. 
 
- less sprawl so it could have better transportation 
 
- Less spread out, higher density, use land to mke bigger parks, use mass transit to bring everything together. 
 
- less spread out. less divided by light rail more walkable like the underdeveloped gallery area that has a nicer feeling 
than closer to the museum probably owing to the light attract better shops, restaurants Sad to have lost the art supply 
store 
 
- Less traffic 
 
- Less traffic 
 
- Less traffic 
 
- less traffic 
 
- Less traffic and better roads. 
 
- Less traffic congestion 
 
- Less traffic congestion. 
 
- Less traffic congestion....better public transit 
 
- Less traffic jams. But to be honest I don't think it is possible.  
 
- Less traffic on N. 10th and N. 11th streets. 
 
- less traffic, noise pollution, homeless services 
 
- Less traffic. 
 
- Less traffic; slow traffic down. 
 
- Less violence. 
 
- Let's improve transportation with bike corridors, light rails, buses and other smart, eco-friendly forms of 
transportation, and not just add more roads and lanes for more one-person-per-big-car driving. 
 
- Let's start a few wheatgrass farms! 
 
- Light Rail 24 hours 
 
- light rail close to santa row and other popular shopping areas 
 
- Light rail is a joke. It cannot move faster than auto traffic and in fact it slows regular traffic. Rail cars should be under or 
over major traffic intersections.i.e. Fruitdale, Stokes, Lincoln, Campbell. It might have been financially sound but planning 
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wise very stupid. The same holds for the idea of a subway downtown. it's very expensive but if done right in the first 
place, it's what is certainly needed. 
 
- Light Rail service to Valley Fair / Santana Row area of Stevens Creek. This is the shopping hub of the city. In order to use 
the light rail to these locations now, you must get off at Convention Center, cross the street and then wait for the 23 bus. 
When the bus comes it takes another 30 minutes ( because of all the stops ) to finally reach the Valley Fair. How 
wonderful it would be to pop on the light rail and get direct service to this busy shopping district. It would take a lot of 
cars off the road. It would make San Jose more like a real city where subways and light rail bring you to important 
destinations... not leave you out in the middle of nowhere. 
 
- Light rail system should go faster, less stops to get downtown. Light rail should also go directly to airport. 
 
- light rail that goes to enough places to make it viable to use 
 
- Light rail to the Airport 
 
- Link public transportation systems and make them easier to use (links different areas, especially neighborhoods to 
airports more easily). 
 
- Link San Jose light rail to BART... we need a cohesive mass transit system that works, not just for San Jose, but for the 
entire Bay Area. We need to get people out of their cars... I think this will shift the entire economy of San Jose from "big 
box" store shopping to people shopping at smaller more appealing (pedestrian friendly) shops (like in Willow Glen, Los 
Gatos, Santana Row...).  
 
- Live up to our ranking as the 10th largets city in the US by providing world class entertainment, sports teams & 
facilities, and public transportation. 
 
- Live up to the technology the City represents. 
 
- Living near Guadalupe park, I would consider making the trails safer by having lighting and having emergency public 
phones near the park.  
 
- Local government that wasn't so eager to award itself by naming things, i.e., convention center, railroad station etc. after 
itself. 
 
- lower and enforce a cap on the money spent for political office, get rid of lobbyists and shorten the time for political 
campaigning. 
 
- lower cost access to arts (opera, concerts, plays, festivals) 
 
- lower cost of living 
 
- Lower crime and ridding us all of those stupid gangs! 
 
- lower speed limits or speed bumps downtown 
 
- Lower taxes and fees to a reasonable level. 
 
- LOWER TAXES, & have the city stop trying to fund everything.  
 
- Lower taxes.  
 
- Lower the cost of housing. I grew up here in San Jose and left ten years ago because I knew I'd never be able to buy a 
home. After ten years of living miserably in the central valley, I just moved back with my family. We're blissfully happy to 
be "home" but have accepted that we may never own a home again because of the high prices in our area, despite having 
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owned a 3,200 square foot home in Rocklin, CA. And we are a dual income family that makes a six digit income. That's 
just a sad situation to me. 
 
- Lower the cost of living here. I'm not sure how, but I'm sure there is a way. 
 
- Lower the price of housing. 
 
- Lower the taxes and fees on industry to lure back businesses  
 
- Maintain the streets, sidewalk, and parks better. the city looks too trashy. Citizens don't get their money's worth from 
city workers. 
 
- Major League Baseball  
 
- make a light rail line that runs east west along Santa Clara ST or a parrelel street, all the way to the vicinity of the Alum 
Rock transit center or another transfer point.  
 
- Make a more vibrant downtown with a nice skyline that includes more taller buildings with more shops and stores. 
Build a downtown shopping mall area similar to Union Square in San Francisco which will attract more people to go 
downtown. San Jose should be a mix between downtown San Francisco and Los Angeles  
 
- Make all neighborhoods safer to live, work, and play in; especially those in the East San Jose area. 
 
- Make all streets bicycle and pedestrian friendly by adding bike lanes and making all traffic signal detect bicycles. 
 
- Make attractive housing less expensive 
 
- make better use of its "other" downtowns...Willow Glen, Japantown... 
 
- Make Capitol of Silicon Valley mean something. Citizens in this valley should have the best technology choices 
(broadband, alternate energy).  
 
- Make downtown a better place. The section on land use F29 states "preserve and enhance neighborhoods/provide a 
sense of identity and historic and cultural richness. A big plus to enhance the downtown experience would be to finish 
the restoration of our town clock (art museum) and enhance the amazing Nels Johnson Clock and Bell in the clock tower. 
This CA landmark has been ignored by the city for 100 years - Its About Time to fix it - www.sjclocktower.org for more 
info 
 
- Make downtown a classier place to go at night. 
 
- make downtown a place that people want to go, i.e. like the union square/shopping area in downtown san francisco 
 
- Make downtown a place where you go to eat shop and enjoy. There are some nice restaraunts downtown but nowhere 
to really walk/shop/enjoy after or before you eat. Downtown is dark & dreary with dreadful expensive parking.  
 
- Make downtown a vibrant city center; a place to live, work, and play with the comforting feel of Santana Row along with 
vibrancy of San Francisco's Union Square-Market Street area shopping district. 
 
- Make downtown a vibrant destination with anchor stores and other necessities. 
 
- Make downtown also a retail destination with great shops and higher end restaurants creating vibrant public spaces 
that are fun to hang out in.  
 
- Make downtown and surrounding neighborhoods more accessible to mixed income groups. Require more affordable 
rental housing in these development plans.  
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- make downtown more active and lively place to hang out.  
 
- Make downtown more attractive w/ more boutique shops, better restaurants (non-chain), and free parking. 
 
- Make downtown more of a "destination" stop where visitors would have more to do. While the Tech, Discovery Museum 
and Art Museum are great start Add to this the proposed Fire Museum with the incredible collection the city already 
owns. With all of the great bay area teams and Olympic history how about a Sport Museum or Bay Area Hall of Fame. 
Make a deal with the Smithsonian and have a west coast Smithsonian. The Guadalupe River Park is boring. Add more 
fountains, A "beach" area with sand like they do in Paris and Mexico City in the summer with Vendors, Music, Beach 
Volleyball. Also lets add some more color/paint or lights to the grey High Rises like the B of A (grey) in Park Center plaza 
or the Hilton (grey) how about some pastels South Beach or South West colors 
 
- Make downtown more shopping friendly. There are plenty of restaurants/bars but no where to buy fun clothes or fancy 
stationary. Everyone has to go outside downtown to the Mall or Santana Row to shop and that doesn't bode well for local 
employees or tourists who visit and ask for directions to the mall.  
 
- make downtown safer at night 
 
- Make Downtown San Jose more urban, hip and unique. 
 
- Make downtown SJ a place where you can have visitors stay for a day visiting many many different cultural avenues 
including free ones. I love taking my visitors to Los Gatos, to eat at Pedro and then walking and visiting the many many 
shops and art galleries. Lots of trees, flowers, sidewalk cafes.... 
 
- Make downtown the living room of the city which means it should be the focal point, clean, beautiful, lively, always 
activities and always have restaurants and places opened with many shops for all tastes near all the cultural places and 
events.  
 
- Make Education of Future Citizens a top priority 
 
- Make English a more prevalent language. Encourage immigrants to integrate rather than stay devisive. 
 
- Make even safer. 
 
- make Guadaloupe Trail safer 
 
- Make housing affordable for working poor people 
 
- Make housing more affordable and yet somehow reduce or offset the cost of property taxes to the average homeowner.  
 
- Make it a 24 hour city with a wide range of entertainment, food and beverage, and transit available at all times of day. 
 
- Make it a destination (similar to SF, San Diego, LA) that attracts tourists as well as surrounding neighborhoods. Make 
me want to drive to SJ on the weekends. 
 
- Make it a place where people want to raise their children, not leave.  
 
- Make it a wireless city and underground utilities. 
 
- Make it easier and safer to ride a bike through downtown. 
 
- Make it easier for entertainment and restaurant businesses to succeed by 1) making it a fun place to recreate instead of 
a "police state"; People are turned off when they go downtown to a cultural event and find so many police; it makes it 
seem like an unsafe city; and 2) easing planning regulations on entertainment/restaurant businesses 
 
- Make it easier to do business and expand without so many unnecessary restrictions. 
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- Make it easier to drive around town. Time the traffic lights better. 
 
- Make it even closer to where I live (over the hill)! 
 
- Make it feel more like a community. What does it mean to be from San Jose? 
 
- Make it greener, literally & figuratively--including more trees! 
 
- Make it less car centric. 
 
- Make it look nicer. Clean up areas of graffiti. Plant more trees/flowers. Pull all the weeds. Clean up trash. 
 
- Make it manditory that all store / shopping area signs are in english ONLY. Good grief we are in America...not Vietnam 
 
- make it more attractive to residents and visitors. 
 
- make it more business friendly 
 
- Make it more business friendly. The entitlement/permitting process should be easier. 
 
- Make it more friendly for people of color. 
 
- Make it more like a real city and less like an overgrown suburb of SF/Oakland. 
 
- make it more of a community feel 
 
- make it more of a destiny city 
 
- MAKE IT MORE PEDSTRIANS FRIENDLY (smaller, nicer streets). 
 
- make it more visitor friendly, especially for the arts 
 
- make it possible for more people to buy homes 
 
- Make it safer 
 
- Make it safer 
 
- Make it safer and cheaper to live 
 
- Make landlords responsible for the landscapes of their properties. (IE) pass an ordinance they have to comply or face a 
penalty.  
 
- Make landscaping and beautification a priority and put resources towards it to allow San Jose to be recognized as a safe, 
clean and beautiful City that people would want to live in and visit.  
 
- Make light rail go to the arena, and the airport. Bring bart to san jose Get a professional baseball team 
 
- Make light rail more accessible. 
 
- Make light rail or Bart go DIRECTLY to the airport. 
 
- make more "green"  
 
- make more affordable housing- in the form of homes or townhomes that allow pets! 
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- make more amusement parks 
 
- Make more use of freeway space, carpool lanes. 
 
- Make one special arts and cultural center much more known 
 
- Make our city feel like a strong United States city. Sometimes it is starting to feel like little Mexico. I think embracing 
cultural heritage is great, but there is a fine line. Example: 2 weeks ago on my route home, another home proudly flew the 
Mexican flag for a few days. I think that is indicative of a problem, and it is getting bigger. 
 
- Make public transportation plentiful and efficient so it can be a real alternative to driving. 
 
- Make San Jose a better walking city--continue to densify downtown and central neighborhoods; narrow and slow down 
streets which are too wide and too fast; make sidewalks and walking paths more pleasant and attractive; build a culture 
of walking  
 
- Make San José a cleaner and enviromental friendly city! 
 
- Make San Jose a SAFER place to live and also more housing affordable  
 
- Make single family housing more affordable, especially for the middle income person like myself. 
 
- Make SJ an attractive city to visit at night for live music, events, and clubs. Stop hassling the customers and the 
businesses. Support the businesses, help them succeed, welcome the visitors! SJ currently has an awful reputation as a 
place to go at night for entertainment. 
 
- Make SJ safer, have an honest polic force 
 
- make some neighborhoods (including mine) safer 
 
- Make streets more pedestrian/bicycle friendly while improving interconnectedness of trail system. 
 
- Make sure innovation is welcomed here--in the arts, as well as technology 
 
- Make the center more dense and exciting, a real downtown that is vibrant and makes you want to go there and be there. 
It needs a good healthy mix of live/work/play places that can attract people of all ages, and all types of businesses. 
 
- Make the city center a separate municipal entity from the outlying areas. 
 
- Make the City govt culture less neurotic and political. Relax people, we can do great things without all the drama and 
back stabbing. 
 
- Make the city more dense, with mixed-use districts, greater public transportation choices, and an interconnected, fast, 
and efficient tranist network 
 
- Make the City more pedestrian-friendly outside of downtown. 
 
- Make the city more transit oriented 
 
- make the connection between differnet public transport system easier and more central 
 
- Make the downtown area safer and more vibrant. Light rail extending to Morgan Hill would be helpful 
 
- Make the downtown area similar to other downtowns that are busting with people eating in restaurants and/or 
watching shows. 
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- Make the downtown more dynamic and accessible.  
 
- Make the downtown more vibrant 
 
- Make the downtowns more attractive, engaging, safer. I don't want to have to keep going to Campbell or Los Gatos to 
find vibrant downtowns. 
 
- Make the poor neighborhoods nicer; it's a drag to live a few blocks away from a yucky neighborhood. 
 
- make the streets and buildings more beautiful with flowers and plants. For the most part downtown looks just plain 
boring and not inviting at all. And find somewhere for the homeless people to congregate besides Caesar Chavez Park and 
the downtown bus stops! 
 
- Make the streets safer, eliminate the night clubs that invite troubled teens and young adults, stop the cage fight venue at 
HP Pavillion... brings in a rough crowd, clean up the River Walk walking trail- it was so nice when it was started... now it is 
plain scary. Clean up Greyhound and close the Carivan and it's creepy patrons.  
 
- Making downtowm more welcoming. A lot of young people refuse to go into downtown because of issues with police. 
 
- Making it safe downtown so we can enjoy the restaurants 
 
- Making it safer by reducing crime and street bums 
 
- Making sure that programs like LEARNS are fully funded so that all children will have the same opportunities for after 
school enrichment.  
 
- Mandate or do more to encourage the use of rain water collection systems citywide OR Legalize and tax marijuana, 
WITHOUT squandering the tax revenue. 
 
- Mandatory expulsion (from the city) of miscreants, convicts, gang members, all those who would be a threat to others, 
ie. terrorists.  
 
- Many downtown neighborhoods are overpopulated with unemployed and under-educated families. More attention 
should be paid to those homes which are subdivided into cramped living spaces for several families. These families 
should be evaluated for assistance eligibility (many are on assistance illegally), and encouraged to become employable, 
either by part-time jobs, or by re-education. Many of these families are in a rut, and their children follow in their parents' 
footsteps. These poverty-stricken neighborhoods (of which there are FAR too many in San Jose) are not places where 
anyone feels safe, and projects an unfavorable image to visitors and residents alike. 
 
- Mass transit that worked better 
 
- Mature arts and culture sector 
 
- Minimize government involvement and be more business friendly. (ie. Try getting approval to build something) 
 
- Minimize the city bureaucracy that creates significant hurdles for innovation by business entrepreneurs that want to 
remake San Jose into a world class city 
 
- MLB Stadium. NFL Stadium. This is the 10th city in USA and doesnt have any atractive. Is really boring.  
 
- More & safer bike lanes. There should be a public campaign to educate drivers and cyclists on how to share the road 
safely. 
 
- More (and efficient) public transportation 
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- more accesible transportation 
 
- More access to convenient public transportation 
 
- More access to cultural opportunities that showcase San Jose. 
 
- More access to performing arts 
 
- More accessible public transportation and public parks. 
 
- More accessible/safer alternative forms of transportation. Safer streets with for bike riders/walkers with many more 
bike lanes and trails and an extended light rail system.  
 
- More active downtown 
 
- More active parks and one Grand Park with amenities similar to Balboa Park and/or Golden Gate Park 
 
- more activities 
 
- More affordable and diverse shopping, restaurants and entertainment downtown 
 
- More affordable home in good neighborhoods 
 
- More affordable housing 
 
- More affordable housing 
 
- more affordable housing 
 
- More affordable housing 
 
- more affordable housing 
 
- More affordable housing  
 
- more affordable housing  
 
- More affordable housing - maybe thinking outside the box and creating additional ways for people to enjoy home 
ownership without getting in over their heads just to own a home. 
 
- More affordable housing and I would change the way it is so spread out, by having more mid-rise and high rise buildings 
downtown to attract people out of their single family homes. We need a higher concentration of people to live 
downtown- smaller homes/apartments and more interesting public spaces, for people to get out of their "castles" with 
their pools, home theaters etc. 
 
- More affordable housing and renting. 
 
- More affordable housing for the underappreciated demographic of young adults and college students. Were I a drug-
addicted derelict, I could find cheap housing. Were I on welfare with six children, I could find housing. And, were I a 
vagrant, I could find cheap housing. But, since I am a working student, housing is not for myself. I make too much to 
qualify as "extremely poor", and thus find myself in the absurd situation of working in San Jose and studying in San Jose, 
while remaining unable to live in San Jose. This leaves me the choices of debt (were I to attempt to move to San Jose and 
seek anything more than a squalid room) or a sixty-mile commute, seven days a week. This absurdity has to stop. 
 
- More affordable housing in desirable neighborhoods. 
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- More affordable housing near good schools for middle class folks (most middle class here are barely surviving because 
they do not get assistance from the city or state to get into good school areas) 
 
- More affordable housing. 
 
- More affordable housing. 
 
- More affordable housing. 
 
- More affordable housing. 
 
- More affordable housing. Give the mid income people a chance to buy a home. 
 
- more affordable living 
 
- More affordable rents and housing. 
 
- More affordable restaurants. 
 
- More after school program to reduce the level of crimes in youth. 
 
- More aggessive focus on youth violence and gang's 
 
- More al fresco dining 
 
- More alternative cultural activity! 
 
- more alternative transit improvements / education - that can ease the burden of transit problems for a growing 
population. 
 
- More and better emphasis on the Arts. 
 
- more and better public transporation 
 
- More and better public transportation. Buses, subways, trains, airports, ferries, the works.  
 
- more and higher-quality retail downtown 
 
- More and varied retail businesses downtown. Actually, having a "real" downtown. 
 
- More annual arts and cultural festivals.  
 
- More art, cultural and music events. 
 
- MORE ART. Need more pedestrian friendly artwork all over the city. 
 
- More arts and cultural activities, music, and special events to draw people downtown. 
 
- more arts and culture organizations 
 
- More arts programming 
 
- More attention should be paid to saving and promoting our historic buildings and historic districts. I wonder how many 
residents know that San Jose has 2 National Register Historic Districts? Most cities would be delighted to be recoginized 
in this way. Unfortunately, not San Jose  
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- more attention to education in poorer neighborhoods such as support of after-school programs 
 
- More attractions to bring relatives when they come to visit.  
 
- more bicycle friendly streets 
 
- More bicycle infrastructure. 
 
- more bicycle lanes, including the improvement of roads for better conditions 
 
- More bicycle-friendly, more bicycle-friendly, more bicycle-friendly, more bicycle-friendly, more bicycle-friendly, more 
bicycle-friendly, more bicycle-friendly, more bicycle-friendly, more bicycle-friendly, more bicycle-friendly, more bicycle-
friendly, more bicycle-friendly, more bicycle-friendly, more bicycle-friendly, more bicycle-friendly, more bicycle-friendly, 
more bicycle-friendly, more bicycle-friendly, more bicycle-friendly, more bicycle-friendly, more bicycle-friendly, more 
bicycle-friendly, more bicycle-friendly.....etc..... 
 
- More bicycle/walking trails 
 
- More bike lanes 
 
- More bike lanes, especially on Capitol Expressway when it turns into Hillsdale after the automall. :) 
 
- More bike lanes, make it bike-friendly 
 
- More bike lanes. 
 
- more bike paths 
 
- More Bike Paths Safer Paths & Trails Neighborhood Centers - fund development of neighborhood downtowns  
 
- More bike paths to the city and within the city. 
 
- more bike trails 
 
- More bike trails (both on street and separate)including more urban walking/bike trails (finish all along Coyote creek 
and the Guadaloupe River.)  
 
- more bike trails for commuting purposes 
 
- more bike trails, lanes and neighborhood activities to bring people outside of their homes to take pride in their 
community 
 
- More Broadway style plays 
 
- more bus routes, more frequent buses.  
 
- more business downtown 
 
- More businesses downtown 
 
- More businesses like Adobe Systems with jobs. 
 
- More clubs offering live music. 
 
- More commercial (restaurants/entertainment). LESS housing. 
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- More commercial establishment downtown - no shopping attraction for tourists and visitors, unless they want to get a 
cab to Santana Row.  
 
- More commercial use in residential neighborhood. 
 
- more community events 
 
- More community events in the outside area's from downtown San Jose. We have beautiful parks which can be used for 
special events for San Jose. This way communities within the whole cities can be involved in these special events and we 
won't feel left out. Maybe violence will minimize because of the involvment of these communities. 
 
- More Community Events that bring people together 
 
- More community participation in an effort to create a clean safe living environment. 
 
- more complimentary parking downtown.  
 
- More concern for young children and their families - supportive services to ensure a good start in education and in life 
 
- More cooperative spirit and less competitive spirit among City departments. 
 
- More cost-effective and affordable public transportation 
 
- More cultural activities to draw more income 
 
- More cultural desinations (Museums, concerts) 
 
- More cultural events 
 
- More cultural events to entice people away from San Francisco. 
 
- more density 
 
- More diversity in shopping downtown 
 
- More dog friendly. 
 
- More downtown attractions for families with nearby parking. 
 
- More downtown stores 
 
- more economic support for the arts, including the SJ Art Museum...free admittance, support of art shows. 
 
- more economical housing costs 
 
- More education for people new to the country about treating others the way we ourselves would want to be treated... 
which seems like a core value that most American share 
 
- more educational support for K - 12 
 
- More effective police. 
 
- more efficient public transportation (similar to a "big City"-San Francisco, New York) 
 
- more efficient transportation system 
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- More emphasis on crime(gang)prevention than on prosecution, through early intervention and transitioning to a 
restorative justice model.  
 
- more emphasis on downtown core 
 
- More emphasis on high-tech 
 
- More emphasis on public transportation, "green" ways of living and/or recycling as well as better disposal policies for 
everything from batteries to hazardous chemicals. 
 
- more entertainment and dining w/ parking in downtown 
 
- More entertainment options for young people 
 
- More entertainment venues/restaurants open past 10 or 11pm. For a large city, San Jose has extremely limited options 
for things to do past 10 or 11pm that don't involve going to a bar. 
 
- more environmental friendly - plant drought tolerant landscaping in/around the city 
 
- More events and more chances for us to get together as a community. 
 
- More Exposure to arts, music, and dance. 
 
- More extensive trails for commuting, shopping, & recreation with secure bicycle parking. 
 
- More family oriented outdoor events 
 
- more family relative places 
 
- More festivals and reasons to come downtown. 
 
- More focus on blighted neighborhoods to make them better places to live.  
 
- More focus on downtown (people, cafes, stores, transit, investment, infrastructure, etc.) 
 
- More focus on families and not so much on special interest groups. 
 
- more free & convenient parking 
 
- More free parking. 
 
- More frequent and affordable public transportation options. 
 
- More frequent Baby Bullet trains.  
 
- More frequent buses / better routes. 
 
- More Frequent Public Transportation Schedules and more routes 
 
- More frequent public transportation. 
 
- more fresh bread. 
 
- More fun things to do at night, specifically more live music. 
 
- More funding for infrastructure and public safety. 
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- More funding for public schools 
 
- More funding for the arts resulting in more arts events (theater, etc.) in San Jose 
 
- More good restaurants in the downtown area. 
 
- more GREEN  
 
- More green space 
 
- More ground store retail Much better bike and pedestrian access and landscaping (interconnected) 
 
- More happening downtown, on weekends and at night. More young, 20-40, people living downtown. 
 
- More happening in downtown/urban core that would make SJ known worldwide 
 
- more help for people who really need it, as far as childcare and help to buy a house. 
 
- More hi tech job 
 
- More high tech headquarters downtown 
 
- More high-end Arts events 
 
- More historic preservation, reign in the developers who seem to run the city (Sorry Chuck, but turning the keys to the 
city over to Barry Swenson does not constitute success.) 
 
- More housing downtown with mixed use retail.  
 
- More individualized and diverse development of neighborhoods. Rather than a homogenized big business gentrification 
approach to revitalizing neighborhoods, support small businesses and play up the urban cool. Lots of shops, galleries and 
restaurants that are unique and a destination all their own. Foster our remaining historic areas by renovating existing 
spaces instead of expanding to open areas.  
 
- more interconnected trail system that isn't fragmented like it is now 
 
- More interesting public art 
 
- More interesting reasonably priced adult education, 
 
- more job opportunities 
 
- More jobs 
 
- More jobs and don't scare people who are trying:) 
 
- More jobs opportunites for the youth and graduating college students. 
 
- More jobs within the city. 
 
- More landscapped medians 
 
- More light rail lines. 
 
- More light rail tracks and trains going to more places. 
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- more livable downtown area 
 
- More Live Music Venues 
 
- More live music venues, theater, and arts. Austin TX, and Buckhead GA, are prototypes for this type of cultural music 
center.  
 
- more lively 
 
- more lively and entertaining. 
 
- more local store owners of restaurants or shops, NOT big franchise companies. That is what would make us unique and 
better.  
 
- More locally-owned, unique shops and restaurants.  
 
- More lower-income housing opportunites for those who need it.  
 
- More Major Sports teams 
 
- More mixed-use, high-density AFFORDABLE housing in interesting neighborhoods like downtown, Burbank, Alameda, 
Japantown, S. 1st Street/Goodyear, etc. This housing needs to meet people's real needs: easy walkable access to 
meaningful public transit (i.e. frequent lines that run early & late), access to community gardening and garage/workshop 
facilities, many shops and restaurants in a 1-mi radius, and rents/mortgages that people making 1/3 of median income 
(which is blown out by highly paid white collar professionals) can actually afford.  
 
- more money for subsidized child development programs and before & after school programs 
 
- More money? For all basic services such as schools, police, fire, ambulance, social services, community programs. 
 
- more music 
 
- More nature right in my neighborhood. 
 
- more nature, more large community events to bring people together 
 
- More neighborhood ordinance 
 
- More neighborhood restaraunts and more safe bike paths, where you could ride without competing with cars. 
 
- More neighborhood specific events (not just art and wine festivals). 
 
- More of an emphasis on helping homeless suceed with resources provided to them; not just places to eat and sleep. 
 
- more of the continued work in regards to arts, culture, theater, exhibits, etc. 
 
- More opportunities for children and young people to experience cultural activities (like art and music, both in public 
settings and in the schools) and nature (trails, naturalists) 
 
- More opportunities for communities to collaborate with one another.  
 
- More opportunities for cultural ventures in the downtown area More reasons for young artists to contribute to the 
landscape instead of moving to SF or LA  
 
- More outdoor cafes and events 
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- more outdoor cafes and restaurants to take advantage of our wonderful environment 
 
- More outdoor events in the downtown area 
 
- More oversight of all its departments and elected officials; and a friendly partnership with Santa Clara County.  
 
- More Parades, Festivals and Events 
 
- more parking and public swimming centers 
 
- More parking areas. 
 
- More parking I guess. The 22 bus takes time and the light rail schedule does not meet our needs. 
 
- More Parking in down town 
 
- more parking space 
 
- More parking. Make it easier to use and make it free whenever possible. Especially on weekends and evenings. I hate 
having to walk blocks to get from parking to Center for Performing Arts. And I love seeing our local police on horseback 
and bicycles. Having actual 'boots on the streets' means they can see and smell the city. It makes me feel safer. Drive byes 
at 30mph just does not inspire confidence. 
 
- More parks 
 
- More parks and bike/walking paths...positive things going on on them, in them so the negative influences would not 
take over as they have. 
 
- More parks and downtown cultural attractions. More higher quality restaurants outside of downtown core, particularly 
in north and Berryessa areas. 
 
- More parks and green (open) space. A place like Millenuim Park in Chicago or Golden Gate Park in SF. 
 
- More parks and open space. 
 
- More parks and open spaces 
 
- More parks better streets 
 
- More parks for everyone! 
 
- More parks, trails, public spaces that encourage me to get outside and enjoy the beautiful weather! 
 
- More parks. 
 
- More pedestrian friendly 
 
- More pedestrian oriented retail districts- like downtown Palo Alto 
 
- More pedestrian-friendly 
 
- MORE PEOPLE LIVING DOWNTOWN 
 
- More people would use public transportation...less cars on the streets & roads... 
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- More pervasive public transit 
 
- More place to chill out :) 
 
- More places for youth to spend their time besides youth centers (e.g. skateparks) 
 
- More places open late at night in downtown, such cafes/restaurants. 
 
- More places to shop 
 
- more pocket parks 
 
- more police & firefighters 
 
- More police patrol 
 
- MORE POLICE PROTECTION 
 
- More pride in our city. 
 
- More pro sports teams 
 
- MORE PROGRAMS TO KEEP TEENS/YOUNG ADULTS OUT OF GANGS. THERE'S LITTLE RESPECT FOR AUTHORITY AND 
NO PRIDE TAKEN IN THE CITY THESE KIDS LIVE IN. GRAFFITI EVERYWHERE WHERE THERE WAS NONE.  
 
- More public spaces for community to gather 
 
- More public transit within SJ and connecting SJ to other parts of the Bay Area. 
 
- more public transportation and less traffic on the roads, including more bike paths and bike lanes 
 
- More public transportation and more bike racks downtown because currently there is no where to park my bike which 
makes me less likely to ride it anywhere. 
 
- More Public Transportation Lines 
 
- More public transportation to downtown so that no need for expensive parking. 
 
- more public transportations.  
 
- More quick transportation outside of San Jose like to Gilroy 
 
- More Rail, Bart transportation 
 
- More redevelopement to get rid of the more ugly parts of town. 
 
- more regulation in applying traffic rules. Due to the diversity of population, the traffic rules are mostly violated, mostly 
in small streets, or poor neighborhood. 
 
- More restaurants and bars. 
 
- more restaurants with outdoor eating 
 
- More restaurants, moderately priced, not fast-food, near my home. Places to hear a variety of music in small venues. 
 
- More retail downtown 
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- More retail downtown (less restaurants/bars!) 
 
- More retail downtown. 
 
- More retail in the downtown area 
 
- More retail shopping downtown 
 
- more safe trails, more parks 
 
- More Santana Row type areas 
 
- More senior housing 
 
- more sense of place 
 
- More services to the youth so we can prevent gangs and vandalism. 
 
- more shopping downtown, not at Santana Row. hardly anyone comes downtown on weekends - practically a ghost town 
 
- More shopping downtown. 
 
- More shopping in downtown, bigger nicer convnention center to attract more people to downtown 
 
- More shopping opportunities 
 
- More shops downtown. It would be great to be able to wander around after dinner or a movie and walk in to different 
shops. 
 
- More shops/cafe's etc. in diverse neighborhoods. Not just in the well to do neighborhoods such as Santa Row and Los 
Gatos. More concepts like Santa Row in other parts of the city - like South San Jose/ East San Jose. Instead of just 
shopping centers where people drive to shop and leave, it would be nice to have an area like Santa Row where there is a 
mix of shopping/ retraruants/ Cafe's / hotels/ Outdoor music venues (different styles). Where there is more of a sense of 
community,social events, and recreation for all age groups(families with kids, young adults, singles,seniors). 
 
- More shops/restaurants 
 
- More small downtowns, less spread out 
 
- More small to mid-size music venues, similar to the Filmore or Cafe du Nord in San Francisco, or the old First Street 
clubs such as Ajax, F/X, Cactus Club, Marsugi's, etc.  
 
- more smaller theatre and performance venues available at reasonable rental prices, so independent projects and 
smaller companies could rent for short term projects (not be resident companies). 
 
- More solid programs to empower and enable people to work together in reclaiming their dreams and the hopes as well 
as the community dreams of the city of San Jose by offering services and programs focused upon recovering from 
hardship and building the 'new normal'.  
 
- More sports teams 
 
- More sports teams: baseball + basketball Take advantage of California weather + culture: carve out bikelanes, create 
more intersting streetscapes, encourage balconies and roll up windows, roof top uses and extended porches (thinking of 
long beach). Connect entertainment and commercial/neighborhood services nodes with bike paths, walkable streets, bus 
routes, etc. Start building BART now! 
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- More stores with a real downtown that you want to walk the streets filled with just as diverse stores as there is people. 
Seems to me that every time we get some great stores going I hear from the store owners that they are having difficulty 
with the "city". 
 
- More street level retail, cafes, shops in the downtown area. I hate malls. 
 
- More support for Arts, Culture and Entertainment. It is what can set us apart from other cities both in the bay area as 
well as outside the bay area. 
 
- more support for San Jose as a destination for arts and culture, (requiring less support for business. let business thrive 
on the increase visitor traffic) 
 
- More support for the arts from the city. Not just rock bands that attract thugs to downtown. Thugs aren't going to spend 
money in the downtown shops and restaurants. Try some classical in the park, or something kid friendly in the park. Help 
groups with educational outreach to the schools. More things like Arts Express 
 
- More support for the performing arts 
 
- More support for the visual arts and artists, in the form of sites where their art can be seen in the form of solo 
exhibitions. We have no municipal art galleries for celebrating the best of the local art scene, nor traditional private 
galleries to promote a stable of artists and advance their careers, find them venues outside of San Jose, publish their 
successes and print catalogues. Visual artists still have to leave San Jose in order to have a successful career in the arts. 
 
- More Support for the Visual Arts! 
 
- More support for the youth ....sports fields, education, city sponsored after school programs 
 
- More tennis courts and parks 
 
- More than one newspaper with less biased reporting 
 
- More theatre. 
 
- More things to do esp. weekends and evenings. Although the nightlife is okay, there has to be more to do than drink and 
club =). 
 
- more to do downtown 
 
- more traffic calming 
 
- more trails & bike lanes 
 
- More trails and open space. 
 
- More trails/protected bike lanes. These would make it easier and safer to bike to work and other activities. 
 
- More transparency in gov't and police. 
 
- More trees and greenery in the core with sitting areas to soften the hardscape and encourage street life 
 
- More unique art and craft galleries and museums 
 
- More urban -- higher density 
 
- more urban environment 
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- more venues and opportunities for community music and other arts organizations 
 
- more vibrant downtown 
 
- More vibrant downtown with more interesting shops, restaurants, entertainment 
 
- More vibrant neighborhoods, where you had locally owned small businesses that you could walk to. 
 
- More visible, open, responsive governance. 
 
- More walkable 
 
- More walkable downtown with interesting shops and restaurants 
 
- more walkable neighborhoods with integration of housing/stores/restaurants 
 
- More walkable streets and avenues. By this I mean wider sidewalks, better parking, and more visual interest at eye level 
(flowers, trees, etc) 
 
- More walkable streets similar to the showcase districts such as certain areas of downtown 
 
- More walker friendly areas or plazas all over the city especially downtown 
 
- More walking/biking paths within the city 
 
- more work places 
 
- More/better street life downtown. 
 
- Most neighborhoods do not require sweeping. If they don't require cars to be moved when they come the sweeper 
weaves in and out. That is a waste of money. There is no reason to use a scooper for green waste on the street in front of a 
residence. Allow a resident to rent or purchase a green bin and that will be picked up at the curb like the garbage and 
recycling by the one collection vehicle. If an opwner wants to trim a tree and have a large amount of green waste let them 
pay for it like we pay for the pick up of major junk items. At least you won't need a driver, salary, insurance, retirement, 
and a scooper vehicle to follow the green waste truck. 
 
- Move airport to south of San Jose, allow taller development downtown. 
 
- Move airport/SJC out of downtown to either Moffet Field or between Gilroy and Hollister. True skyscrapers in 
downtown San Jose and a grand urban development at current airport site!! 
 
- Move away from a sprawling city designed for automobiles and towards a more compact city designed for people. 
 
- Move the airport (SJC) to either Moffet Field or Gilroy/Hollister for a true downtown skyline. 
 
- Move the airport and build more highrises 
 
- move the airport farther away 
 
- Move the airport further from downtown. It is a convenient location but restricts downtown vertical growth 
possibilities 
 
- Move the airport to Gilroy and use the high speed rail line coming from LA to shuttle passengers to downtown in 10 
minutes, with shuttle trains every 20 minutes. 
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- Move the airport to Moffet Field so a real downtown can be developed without height restrictions. 
 
- Move the NM Intnl Airport to Gilroy, connected to SJ with a high speed shuttle train running on the tracks to be built 
from LA to SF. 
 
- Move the NM Intnl Airport to Gilroy, connected to SJ with a high speed shuttle train running on the tracks to be built 
from LA to SF. 
 
- Much, much better public transportation is essential to making this valley a better place to live. 
 
- Museums: The San Jose Museum of Art and the Tech Museum for art and science... great stuff 
 
- music in the park is a great idea but it should include all types of music, I don't want to sound like a grouchy old senior 
but there are quite a few of us left, so once in a while some good old big band and country western would be great! 
 
- N/A 
 
- na 
 
- Need a more vibrant downtown. You need something to draw people downtown. People go to restuarants because they 
are attending something in the area (Sharks game, concert, Tech events, etc.). 
 
- Need a strong art center community. 
 
- Need more creative people, particularly young people, you are willing to invest long term in this community as a a place 
live, work and play. 
 
- Need more money for our public schools. The Class-Size-Reduction was pulled away and now my son has 30 children in 
his 1st grade class - awful. And we were told that there is only one ream of paper per classroom for the entire year. 
 
- Need to improve our public art (parade of floats?) 
 
- Need to improve public transportation especially to and from other bay area cities (need BART extension to San Jose). 
 
- Need to put homeless people to work. Too many many unnecessary homeless (lazy) people. 
 
- needs more open space and less building on the hillsides 
 
- needs to be a more walkable city. 
 
- Neiborhood associations need to play a stronger role. Put more funds into the neighborhood to grow from the 
neighborhood out to the City. More or equal access to city funds for all communities  
 
- Neigbhorhood Safety. 
 
- Neighborhood BLIGHT 
 
- Neighborhood services. Annual clean-up days,  
 
- Neighborhood shopping areas 
 
- night life/sport team access 
 
- No back door deals and behind the scenes decisions made over expensive luncheons, etc. Keep everything out in the 
open.  
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- No Gang activity 
 
- No gangs. Stricter laws on gang violence. 
 
- NO GRAFFITI 
 
- no litter on streets 
 
- no more boondoggle funding of pet entertainments, such as the Gran Prix 
 
- No more gangs, pollution, less traffic 
 
- NO parking meters!  
 
- No Smoking allowed anywhere, everyone should be encouraged to live greener  
 
- noise abatement 
 
- North san jose should have many restaurants, shopping malls, vibrant locations & parks. 
 
- Not be shadowed by our Neighbor to the North! 
 
- not being caught in traffic when one is going someplace. 
 
- Not change, but add features like shops and restaurants in the downtown w/ validated parking to attract patrons. Make 
housing affordable. Install walking lamp posts in neighborhood to encourage people to walk. 
 
- not have the deep pockets living elsewhere like Palo Alto, thereby making them sacrafice more quickly the priorities of 
residents of San Jose. San Jose residents need more pride to defend their city before monied interests from the north and 
corporate interests. 
 
- Not so spread out 
 
- not sure 
 
- not sure 
 
- Not sure. 
 
- Not to put people ON HOLD when they call 911. 
 
- nothing 
 
- Nothing 
 
- nothing 
 
- Nothing identifies the uniqueness of the city. 
 
- One or two days dumpster days. 
 
- One or two world class cultural institutions. 
 
- One thing I would change about San Jose is the croneyism of its political process. Sadly, ugly rhetoric still works to a 
candidate's advantage in the short term. In the long term it prevents citizens from feeling pride about the voting process 
and their elected officials. 
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- One thing I would change about San Jose is to make more affordable housing available in good neighborhoods. 
 
- One thing San Jose needs to change is its wasteful spending, like the over-the-top city hall!!! But I guess that's a common 
problem with the rest of the country. 
 
- One thing that I would change about San Jose is its residential street grid pattern and lack of consideration for the 
advancement of public transportation.  
 
- One thing would be to finish the Sidewalks for neighborhoods that don't have them yet. And the trails, so we could walk 
everywhere. It would be healthier for all of us.  
 
- Only one thing!? Transportation needs improvement. It is inefficient and near impossible to get anywhere using it 
during the late hours of the night (around midnight) and into the early morning. Light rail makes us look comical in 
comparison to other major metropolitan cities.  
 
- Only one, Ok how bout traffic and congestion. 
 
- Open to connection with cities in the world, learn growth experiences from cities in the world. Develop "downtown" in 
districts that could bring citizens in the district together. Council members that represents people stay close to people 
and listen to people.  
 
- Open up the city to more night life. Restrain the police from downtown (over forced) but still let the people feel safe. 
 
- Opportunity for inter-connected city - better transportation 
 
- Options for homeless wandering the city neighborhoods and parks. Limit the number of half-way housing within SJ city 
neighborhoods downtown, very concentrated. 
 
- Other than more focus on our schools and education system, I would love to see more farm/garden space 
representative of our city.  
 
- Other than the Tech Bldg., we need a landmark that personafies the great people who live and work here in San Jose. A 
landmark that shows our wonderful cultural diversity and artistic powerhouse.Our Town keeps being overshadowed by 
the city by the bay. 
 
- Our city government has set up a benefits package for all the employees that is higher than most of the industries that it 
supports. The multi million dollar companies does not extend the generous and libral benefits that the city offers. It is our 
tax dollars that support the city, and it is our city wide programs that suffer the cut backs, yet the raises continue, the 
benefits continue. In my career my insurance went from company paid to me now paying $400 per month. The city needs 
to become realistic and fall in line with the times.  
 
- Our downtown has so much potential and unfortunately, we keep seeing businesses come and go. We need to have it be 
a welcoming environment. On weekends I tend to avoid the downtown because ultimately it does become a police driven 
environment- very concerning! 
 
- Our downtown will never take off like Santana Row or other pleasant downtowns like Los Gatos and Campbell have 
without ample and FREE parking. 
 
- Our educational systems are far too overcrowded, underfunded and vastly different in what they are able to offer it's 
citizens based on where they are located. Neighborhoods and tax bases should not drive quality education, - all of our 
children in San Jose should be given a great education weather they live in Almaden Valley or the East Side. The city 
would do well to provide a forum for more educational equality across the districts within San Jose. I am clueless how 
you do that, but as a city, education for all students should be provided on a level playing field. Schools should be clean 
and well maintained. Adequate resources should be available to all students. Work opportunities and vocational 
opportunities should be available to students who are not college bound. There should be a city wide concentration on all 
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the districts in San Jose providing quality education with adequate funding for all students, not fractured and divided by 
income and community. 
 
- PARKING AVAILABILITY FOR THE DOWNTOWN CORE 
 
- parking cash out in downtown re-build existing parking structures instead of adding more USE same footprint for more 
especially around SJSU 
 
- Parking downtown 
 
- Parking downtown; make it cheaper or have 2 hour street parking in the main downtown 
 
- Parking in general and affordable light rail to all areas of San Jose. 
 
- Parking, parking and more FREE parking. During those outdoor festivals I mentioned, it can get very difficult to get in 
and out of the city and find parking. The only way we will attract RETAIL to this area is to have parking for people who 
want to come and shop here. The Woz Avenue lot is a joke. The parking machines don't work half the time and yet, you 
still get a ticket...even if you leave a note on your dashboard letter officers know that the machines are down. I have 
missed 'curtain' at more than one show at the Center for the Performing Arts because of parking difficulties...and I am 
NOT ALONE! If it were not for the quality of the ballet and theatrical programs at that venue, I would be sorely tempted 
not to come back downtown for my 'arts fix.' 
 
- People need to take more pride in being from San Jose by helping to clean their neighborhoods. 
 
- People seem embarrassed or ashamed to live in San Jose. They are not proud of living in the largest city in Northern 
California, of being the safest large city in the US, of being the wealthiest large city in the US, etc. This makes them, 
including their politicians, passively accept 2nd rate treatment by others, esp. but not only San Francisco. 
 
- PERCEPTION! Per my above note, I think a lot of the concerns are already addressed - great public transportation, 
diverse activites and dining options in walking distance to eachother and outdoor dining and cafe's. You just have to give 
people a reason to decide "I'm going to spend the day checking out my own backyard vs. battle the drive to SF". We find 
out about new places all the time just by walking around.  
 
- phase out the ethnic burrows that are popping up everywhere. Those are a GREAT way to divide the city, not unite it.  
 
- place a major baseball franchise in San Jose and schedule use of the facility with a major league soccer franchise. 
 
- Plan for community gathering places - both as a design element in future villages, as well as opportunities to encourage 
interaction and involvement of people within identifiable neighborhoods. 
 
- Planning Bueracy 
 
- Plant more trees, and plan new open spaces, parks and playgrounds. 
 
- Plant more trees, have alum rock ave & santa clara street; look similar to the Willow glen & Los Gatos; small shops and 
restaurants that welcome pedistrain traffic to spend time outside similar to Lincoln Avenue. Specifically from 28th street 
to 1st street, redeveloping Santa Clara Street to be welcoming for people to spend time, remodeling the theater near 25th 
street. Appearance is too industrial and not welcoming enough for the community to spend leasure time. 
 
- Play up our creeks and Guadalupe river by making walking paths/trails adjacent to them (similar to San Antonio) 
 
- Pleasant neighborhoods with trees and reduce junk businesses like auto body shops and liquor stores. 
 
- Please get the bart system to run to San Jose! 
 



191 
 

San Jose Envision 2040 Plan Wikiplanning On-Line Civic Engagement Campaign 
 

 

- Please make it safer at night it is very creepy. it is just not safe at night or on the east side all day.. we need to feel safe to 
walk about.. old and young.. gangs of kids and drive bys scare me.. overfelt gardens the seak shooting the drive by at 
kelley.. yep when you are there it is freeky. the kids need things to do not just police the kids need to be directed by rec 
leaders have more after school events.. they are out fucture and we are leting them diwn,, how many kids from the east 
side can play golf? come on re think this our youth get into trouble because there is nothing for them to do and we then 
gloryfy the gangs.. Xcons running programe how about the grand ma that kept her kids out of gangs and there now docs 
or help the community we never see this.. youth programs are the key to a good fucture, hikeing alum rock swimming at 
Almaden lake, the Zoo at the hallow. kids need to be kids..how about a camp ground noe thats thinking out of the box... 
kelley park has the space. WE also need to market out city go to NYC, Boston, Chicago, Philly DC... they have T shirts post 
caards, tacky tourest stuff. and those tour busses a lot of the stuff is half truths.. even monterey and santa cruz...look 
around and copy. 
 
- Pollution, environment, natural parks 
 
- pollution/growth not development 
 
- Power to all people instead of just public employees labor unions 
 
- Present signal lights at intersections encourage fast driving. If one steps on the gas and gets above the speed limit 
quickly, one can make it through the next light. Our lights should be time so that you can get through them at the speed 
limit. 
 
- Preserve the old neighborhoods and stop tearing down homes in older neighborhoods to make them higher density. Put 
the density where it belogns. 
 
- Price of housing. Very difficult for middle class families to purchase homes.  
 
- Prioritize any funding of any street improvements based on how much the improvement helps improve bicycle and 
pedestrian usage. Develop and fund a City-wide network of dedicated Amsterdam style bike routes. 
 
- Produce adequate parking for the many apartment, town house and duplexes where multiple families occupy the 
buildings. More garage parking in neighborhoods. Restrict the use of the garage as a storage place instead of use of the 
car. Remove the parking meters from downtown and build garages within the intercity at a reasonable rate. 
 
- Professional Baseball 
 
- Professional baseball organization in downtown. 
 
- Professional sports 
 
- professional sports teams, national media 
 
- Prohibit smoking and alcohol on streets and at festivals,outdoor cafes,etc 
 
- promote city staff from within 
 
- Promote higher density housing so we can support more local businesses. 
 
- Promote small business. 
 
- Promote stronger ties between the police department duties and the community. 
 
- properly fund k-12 public education, community colleges, and San Jose State (then, if there was anything left over, the 
City) 
 
- Protect green space. 
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- provide better funding/support that supports the social fabric of the community. Recreation/Cultural events. 
 
- Provide easier access to public transit system. 
 
- Provide housing that's affordable to young people (individulas, not just young families) within the greater downtown 
area. 
 
- Provide lower cost and more affordable housing. 
 
- Provide more entertainment downtown for older adults; I dislike the roving bands of young people on the weekends. 
 
- Provide more funding for San Jose' State University. SJSU need funding to hire and increase salaries for faculty ad staff, 
expand and re-develope parking and housing structures and 
 
- Provide more opportunity for start-up businesses needing low rents in higher density locations 
 
- Provide more retail shopping downtown. 
 
- Provide more services and shelters for the homeless so that they can get off the street and back on their feet. 
 
- Provide more shopping destinations downtown. 
 
- Provide more support for culture and education.  
 
- Provide more walker friendy sidwalks, there are some neighborhoods that have sidewalk for one person, if two people 
are walking in opposite directions, one has to either step on to the street and someone's lawn in order not to crash into 
each other 
 
- provide ongoing city arts/entertainment/cultural events and sites, especially in the downtown area 
 
- provide opportunities to reduce the problem of obesity by promoting exercise - more parks, more hiking and bicycling 
trails, better means to commute via bicycle, more physical activity in school, community planning that focuses on walking 
rather than driving  
 
- Provide shelter for the homeless. Seeing them sleeping in St. James Park and elsewhere is painful. Are there some vacant 
dwellings that can serve as shelter for them? 
 
- provide something interesting.. there's nothing here even with all of the rich people. Something unique that San Fran 
doesn't have. The ethinic culinary diversity can't be beat. 
 
- Providing a better overall identity to the individual neighborhoods beyond the downtown core. With each 
neighborhood having it's own core. 
 
- Providing, parks, facilities, and lively streets to allow for communities to form and interact. 
 
- Public school quality and a program like Carter's in the 70's to mix children from different neighboroods in different 
school locations 
 
- Public servants would be more receptive. 
 
- Public Transit 
 
- public transport 
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- public transport is terrible. the vta light rail doesn't go to any place anyone wants to go to efficiently.I would love to to 
take light rail from my house off the alameda to my office near oakridge mall. it's almost impossible. the trip through 
downtown is agonizing. there should be a bypass up highway 87 and it should connect to the airport(not outside the 
airport but in the airport) 
 
- Public transport system 
 
- Public transportation 
 
- public transportation 
 
- public transportation 
 
- Public Transportation 
 
- public transportation 
 
- Public Transportation and high-quality jobs are TWO things I would definitely change for San Jose. Understanding that 
San Jose will continue to grow in the next 20-30 years, without BETTER, CONVENIENT, and DEPENDABLE access to 
public transportation to encourage and change people's "one-car-per-person" mentality. High quality job growth is 
paralleled with better development of public transportation. Retaining and recruiting major and competitive industries 
to San Jose will significantly reduce traffic congestions on major highways such as Hwy. 101, encourage the usage of 
public transportation throughout San Jose (if jobs are here), and enhance the overall quality of life for San Jose residents. 
San Jose shouldn't be losing its competitive edge in attracting major technological industries to other cities throughout 
the Bay Area that has a smaller residential population.  
 
- Public Transportation ease is lousy 
 
- Public transportation is a joke with expensive mostly empty light rail and bus traffic all over the city. Small van and 
personalized taxi like service would do the job better and cheaper. 
 
- Public transportation need to be better coordinated and lightrail need to cover more ground (including the airport!). 
 
- public transportation needs to be improved, the spoke and wheel plan for light rail needs to be implemented soon. 
 
- Public transportation should be expanded. How can we beautify our city more?  
 
- Public transportation should be extended 
 
- Public transportation that doesn't cause me to have to spend additional time (not minutes, hours) to get to where I want 
to go. I have lived in San Jose, in various locations, for the past 15 years and using public transit has never really been an 
option because it is limited and very time consuming.  
 
- Public transportation that is more frequent, goes more places, runs on time and is safe. 
 
- PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION TO AIRPORT, BART CONNECTIONS 
 
- public transportation!!!!! I would live and breath on the metro as well as go out more often if I didn't have to drive 
everywhere. :( 
 
- Public transportation. 
 
- Public Transportation. Though San Jose has made many improvements to their public transportation infrastructure in 
the recent years, many still struggle to travel within the city in an acceptable amount of time.  
 
- Put a tree covered bike/hiking trail from downtown to Open Space areas. 
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- Put in storm drains on streets that have none, but are being charged for them, and finish streets and sidewalks. 
 
- Put more Shopping Amneties In Down Town and move San Jose International AirPort Somewhere Else in The County So 
San Jose Down Town Could Build Up With Out No Interference 
 
- Put the beach next to it! (Ha, not likely...) 
 
- Put together a program/plan that would enable the city to keep our city streets and freeways clean and safe.  
 
- Quality of life instead of quantity. That means no housing growth.  
 
- que no hubiera tantas pandillas y ofrecerles a los jovenes algunas actividades o deportes obligatorias en las escuelas y 
darles oportunidades de un cambio ya que los ninos son el futuro del manana. 
 
- quiet zones around mid and high rise housing 
 
- quieter, Example: Airline noise. 
 
- Quit adding more stores, housing etc. to Santana Row and Valley Fair area. If you want people to go downtown, make it 
more attractive with good stores, restaurants, cultural events, housing, etc. Also make it affordable to park or put in more 
parking garages. Make it the place that people want to go. 
 
- Quit trying to be a "significant" city with a major downtown area. Older cities in the U.S. developed the way they did 
because it was the "horse and buggy" era. Why not develop in a way that fits today? 
 
- Quit trying to impress those from the outside. If we build a city with great features for residents, that will attract the 
business and visitors. Sometime we're going to have to get over the inferiority complex. 
 
- Re-invigorate the middle class. We have become too polarized between higher and lower income cultures. I have to add 
that a nightlife that drew residents instead of the East Bay undesirables would also be a huge improvement. 
 
- Realistic retirement pensions for fire, police 
 
- reconsider the cost and benefits of exisiting labor union requirement for city/county services 
 
- Reduce automobile use and increase public transportation. 
 
- Reduce bureacracy so that we can get more work done with the same resources. 
 
- Reduce city's public employee pension benefits to avoid long-term fiscal disaster and deteriorating city services. 
 
- Reduce congestion. Get the overweight mall rats out of their single-driver SUVs and on a trail. 
 
- Reduce cost of living 
 
- reduce crime 
 
- reduce crime 
 
- Reduce crime 
 
- Reduce crime in the downtown area. 
 
- Reduce crime/gang violence 
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- Reduce economic divide between working poor families and the rest of the community. 
 
- reduce gang activity 
 
- Reduce gang activity. Eliminating gang activity would be a pipe dream. 
 
- reduce government, eliminate city/county redundancy 
 
- reduce homeless population 
 
- Reduce housing prices 
 
- reduce its urban sprawl. building core ethnic/localize areas, events, identity.  
 
- Reduce noise from traffic in neighborhoods (especially at intersections). 
 
- reduce population growth 
 
- Reduce sprawl and improve reliance on public transport and cycling 
 
- Reduce tags and grafitti. 
 
- Reduce taxes and fees. 
 
- reduce the amount of government/police/fire interaction in constructing and operating a business in San Jose. 
 
- Reduce the amount of lanes on downtwon streets to give it a more walkable feel 
 
- Reduce the cost of living.  
 
- Reduce the influence of union lobbyists. 
 
- Reduce the number of "half way" group homes in the downtown area.  
 
- reduce the number of homeless people on the streets by creating more shelters and programs for those in need 
 
- Reduce the ominous police presence. It's becoming like a police state with the cops harrassing and intimidating 
innocent people all the time. It is getting ridiculous and out of hand. Thanks for listening. 
 
- reduce the overwhelming an oppressive presence of police officers downtown  
 
- Reduce the population and congestion.  
 
- Reduce the population. 
 
- reduce traffic 
 
- Reduce traffic and have more green trees. 
 
- Reduce traffic and traffic congestion 
 
- Reduce traffic congestion 
 
- Reduce traffic congestion 
 
- reduce traffic congestion - work harder to ticket the bad drivers  



196 
 

San Jose Envision 2040 Plan Wikiplanning On-Line Civic Engagement Campaign 
 

 

 
- Reduce traffic congestion. I choose to travel by car only between 10am - 2pm to avoid traffic. Provide public 
transportation where we live and goes where we want to go. Public transportation should be available within 1/2 mile of 
any residential area. 
 
- Reduce Traffic. Improve public transportation. 
 
- Reduced cirme and friendly COPs, currenty they are very rude and unfriendly.  
 
- Reducethe homeless activity in prominent public locations. 
 
- Reducing sprawl.  
 
- Reduction in gang-related activities. 
 
- Reform the Planning, Building & Code Enforcement Department - based on 3 recent years of frustrating experience with 
several building and planning projects, inspector and commission decisions and oversight are based on highly-individual 
opinions and who-knows-who rather than a standardized plan or set of professional expectations. 
 
- Rehabilitate and revitalize the downtown business district by subsidizing "mom and pop" businesses, reducing 
restrictions on restaurant/bar owners by extending the normal business hours, reducing police presence, and making 
San Jose building establishments more attractive. 
 
- Rehabilitating the poor communities  
 
- Reinstate hospital services to downtown. "Regional Medical Center" in East San Jose is NOT downtown (it is not 
"regional", either). San Jose is now one of the top ten largest cities in the country by population. If you look at the major 
cities of this country, they all have world-class hospitals centrally located. Our ratio of hospital beds to population is as 
poor as our pothole rating. 
 
- Rejuvinate depressed neighborhoods. 
 
- Relocate our airport by 2040 to one of the following sites: Moffet Field or the vast farmlands between Gilroy and 
Hollister. At Moffet, you could construct a new approach runway in the northern portion of the airfield (with a southeast 
to northwest orientation through the current Moffet golf course to NASA Ames). This would allow approaching flights to 
fly over less populated, heavily industrialized areas of northern Sunnyvale and Santa Clara (less noise concerns for 
Sunnyvale residents). Departing flights over the bay could use current runways. BART could be extended from the 
proposed terminus in Santa Clara, through Sunnyvale into new Moffet terminals (adaptive reuse of eastern blimp 
hangars). An aiport between Gilroy and Hollister could be connected to San Jose proper via proposed high-speed rail line; 
15-20 minutes from Diridon Station to new remote SJC! Moving our airport would open up the current Mineta site to a 
grand urban development: park, lake, high-density mixed-use. Current terminals under construction could be adaptively 
reused for new urban development. A relocated SJC would finally lift the high-rise ceiling of our downtown, with 
skyscrapers finally rivaling those in SF and LA. 
 
- Remodel Municipal Stadium 
 
- Removal of all the ugly power and phone lines that mar the view and ruin trees throughout the city. 
 
- Remove clutter and excess undocumented population and prevent crime 
 
- Remove Light Rail that seems to go nowhere, not even the airport, and run BART all the way around the bay area. That 
is up both sides of the bay and down to Morgan Hill. 
 
- Remove potholes from bike routes 
 
- remove the ghettos and congested streets 
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- Remove the homeless 
 
- Repair all roadways to make them more user friendly and stop all the bottle necks on the freeways 
 
- Repair of streets 
 
- repave all streets and freeways 
 
- Replace the San Jose Hospital with another medical facility to serve the greater downtown area. 
 
- replace the SJ Medical Center with another facility of some size in downtown.  
 
- require all covered parking 
 
- Require development of low income, clean, reasonable housing - not over priced, with excessive ammenities places - 
require minimum space of 750-800SF per unit give people room to breathe - noone likes to feel like their neighbor is 
breathing down their neck; require multi-level residential complexes to have insulation between floors & units or dead 
space of 1-2' to prevent noise from traveling from unit to unit 
 
- Require residential developers wanting to take advantage of transit-oriented development densities to hire decent 
architects and build complete communities - parks, retail, art, etc., not just bland high-rise buildings. There are good TOD 
examples; sadly none are in San Jose. 
 
- Restaurants!!!!!!!!! 
 
- Restaurants, Shops, and generally a walking friendly area closer to HP Pavilion. 
 
- Restrictive driving infrastructure, more boulevards, strict bicycle and pedestrian protection laws and more speed 
bumps in residential areas. Chicago mayor Daley's traffic calming tactics are a good example. Driving permits should be 
required to drive in the city limits by residents and the regional water reclamation act should be used to eliminate on 
street parking.  
 
- resurface bumpy roads. 
 
- Return to a City Manager run City operations instead of the political body. 
 
- Return to the focus of attracting world-class technology to the city with innovative incentives that encourage companies 
to set up shop in what otherwise is becoming perceived as an area too expensive for many. This will generate the 
revenues needed to fund any of the cutural or life-style enhancements envisioned for the city. Without a clear focus on 
increasing the commercial/industrial base of the city, it will ultimate become the bedroom community of others with 
more forward thinking. 
 
- Revitalize downtown San Jose so it is go to destination like San Francisco, but on a smaller and easier to manage scale. 
 
- Revitalize the downtown. 
 
- revive downtown 
 
- Right now it has no "sole" It is just a sprawl of cookie cutter homes. I would like to see the historical homes in 
downtown preserved and the track-homes get a new look. 
 
- Road conditions 
 
- roads and potholes. 
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- roads that are well maintained 
 
- robustly restore wetlands and preserve open space at San Jose's bay shoreline, making such restoration a place to 
explore and learn about watershed issues, and include a research educational facility akin to California Academy of 
Sciences 
 
- Run more programs for low income seniors. 
 
- Safe 
 
- Safe and attractive trails connecting the rest of San Jose to downtown 
 
- Safer and cleaner public transportation 
 
- safer and comvenient for pedestrians 
 
- Safer at night. 
 
- Safer bike trails from downtown out to the neighborhoods. It is scarry riding on the city roads. It would also be nice if 
people parked their cars in their garages and driveways so there weren't so many cars parked on the neighborhood 
streets! 
 
- safer downtown (the SJPD presence on the weekends in the evenings makes me fear taking my family out to eat) 
 
- safer neighborhoods 
 
- safer schools. 
 
- Safer streets for peds/bicyclist (better designed streets/intersections, enforcement of traffic laws, more trees for shade 
when walking, more bike lanes) 
 
- safety 
 
- Safety 
 
- Safety 
 
- Safety is an important issue, so ensuring trails, parks, public transportation, etc. have both the reputation of security as 
well as the fact of safety is critical to me. 
 
- Safety(on the street, anti-gang, downtown) 
 
- SAFETY, MORE GANG PREVENTION INTERVENTIONS,  
 
- Safety.. Downtown SJ is very sketchy and feels unsafe and dirty a 2nd very important.. Better Schools! 
 
- Safty 
 
- San Jose 49ers... Or, in general, ONE major public attraction. 
 
- San Jose always feels so empty compared to other downtown areas in the greater SF Bay area. On a positive note, this 
lack of development gives San Jose the opportunity to take a leadership role in creating a city that is really ahead of its 
peers in its approach to dealing with many societal issues of our times--the environment, health, education, etc. 
 
- San Jose could benefit from a denser mix of uses in the downtown core with transit oriented developments along 
exsiting and planned transit, where the TODs can reduce travel trips by meeting neighborhood serivces and encourage 
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residents to travel more effeciently on public transit to key work and cultural destinations (primarily in the downtown 
area or along the other parts of public trnasit). 
 
- San Jose could create high visibility and increased business with the building of a sports arena for professional 
baseball,soccer,lacrosse, and..bring back Arena Football. "Build it, and they will come ."  
 
- San Jose could use better public transportation both getting to and from the city, and getting around within the city. 
 
- San jose downtow should offer events, places for each group age. it seems right now night time is only for couples. 
 
- SAN JOSE GRAND PRIX 
 
- San Jose happens a very diverse crowd, but socioeconomical disparities are evident. It would be nice to break the 
seperateness, and have more outreach done to empower community leaders from lower incomed areas. 
 
- San Jose has to be one of the largest cities in the country without a department store in its downtown. Downtown San 
Jose is singularly uninteresting. It needs interesting shops, a good bookstore, and far fewer vacant lots. 
 
- San Jose has to realize that it is now a large city and begin to think like one. We still have the mindset of a farming center 
and do not respond to the context we now live in. Learn from Paris,LA, San Fransisco, Chicago, Philadelphia, DC, and New 
York. Create neighborhood green spaces and neighborhood centers inter connected by trails and paths throughout the 
city that are safe and attractive. 
 
- San Jose is a city of several interests all of which depend on a robust transportation system. San Jose needs to accelerate 
its commitment to public transportation and commuting systems including updating its transportation hubs (i.e., Diridon 
Station), bringing BART downtown, a better connection to Mineta International, developing its multi-use trails for human 
powered recreation and commuting, and assuring that roadways are bicycle friendly. 
 
- San jose is a long way from having first rate public education. I can't see that happening until the teacher's union loses 
its political grasp and special interest ethic politics stops manipulating the system to cover for the failures of their 
children. We all have the same goal but there are too many road blocks now. 
 
- San Jose is a very difficult city to live in without a car. The light rail moves way too slow. It also severely lacks affordable 
housing in desirable areas.  
 
- San Jose is a wonderful place to live but I would like to work on the traffic and traffic flow. With the number of people 
living in San Jose continually growing we should try to make traffic flow better and make San Jose more attractive for 
people to live and work here, not commute in from places like Tracy  
 
- San Jose is lacking in parkland. Consider other nearby cities and compare. Our city parks (other than Alum Rock which 
is not very accessible unless you live nearby), are small, crowded and lacking in OPEN SPACE.  
 
- San Jose is not a very bike-friendly city. I would like to see more bike lanes on streets and have bike traffic considered 
whenever work on our roads is being planned. San Jose also needs its trails to be better connected to each other and to 
neighborhoods to make them more useful and accessible. 
 
- San Jose is not an aesethically pleasing city; Stevens Creek Blvd. is commercial blight without any landscaping but the 
boulevard noticeably improves when entering Cupertino. Why hasn't Capitol Expressway ever been landscaped? Bascom 
Avenue is another example of how unattractive an avenue can be but how nice it looks when entering Campbell. Mayor 
Reed wants San Jose to be green environmentally and supports the planting of a tree in every residential parking strip. 
But will the city and VTA do the same on streets, expressways, and public areas? Guadalupe River Park is NOT a park; it is 
a Federally funded flood control project with a smattering of trees along a trail next to a river littered with garbage. 
Would you take someone to Guadalupe River Park or would you take them to Golden Gate Park? 
 
- San Jose is too big and spread out. Different regional plan may work better 
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- San Jose lacks a sense of community and individuality. Nearly all of the neighborhoods look the same because they just 
have big box stores and track houses. We need more small and family-run businesses and infill development. 
 
- San Jose lacks the attractions to achieve the status of being a great destination. 
 
- San Jose needs a better "center" for the city. 
 
- San Jose needs a better public transportation system; perhaps one united systems rather than having multiple ones that 
inconvenience patrons. 
 
- San Jose needs a stronger urban core 
 
- San Jose needs better quality public education from elementary to high school. 
 
- San Jose needs it's own identity. Entertainment, a national ranked football or baseball team, the annual nascar race, 
world class bike races, etc, all give a city recognition beyond the community. San Jose needs it's own world recognized 
"icon." San Francisco has the Golden Gate Bridge, New York has the Statue of Liberty, Seattle has the Space Needle, etc. 
San Jose has Quetzalcoatl, a disgusting-looking coiled snake statue dumped in the middle downtown San Jose by a 
disgruntled artist. It seems like with all the creativity and innovation found in the businesses in this city, a recognizable 
city icon would be possible.  
 
- San Jose needs more businesses and residents to locate in the downtown and along the rail lines for a vibrant and 
sustainable lifestyle. This will help stimulate the success of the Arts / Cultural activities / lively restaurants and retail 
life... Keep supporting the growth of our downtown and rail corridors!  
 
- San Jose needs more greenery to make it more attractive and reduce urban heat.  
 
- San Jose needs more opportunities to bring neighborhoods/neighbors together - we may be a big City, but we have the 
capability of having the cozy, little town neighborhoods. 
 
- San Jose needs more quality live music venues to compete with San Francisco. 
 
- San Jose needs professional baseball or football team. 
 
- San Jose needs to be a safer city.  
 
- San Jose needs to be cleaned up. It seems to be bordering on a slum town lately. 
 
- San Jose needs to be more friendly to businesses. There are too many regulations. 
 
- San Jose needs to become a Big City with Big City attractions, while trying to maintain it's small town feel. We are 
missing many of the things that attract people to visiting a city like San Jose. Our Downtown is a mess and needs help. 
There needs to be more shopping, Museums, theaters, etc. to attract people to want to come downtown. Downtown 
should be the hub of the city. It should project what your city is all about. We need to attract more corporate 
headquarters and big businesses to downtown. 
 
- San Jose needs to become sexy- more nightlife, more restaurants, more shopping, more cultural draws. It would be great 
to become a destination, like San Francisco. 
 
- San Jose needs to embark on a program where it spends less and less of its budget each year on supporting automobiles 
and more and more on supporting other means of transportation. Frankly speaking, supporting our automobile habit has 
made large areas of San Jose unlivable. The best way to reclaim our city is to begin a gradual scaling-back process now. 
 
- San Jose needs to increase the opportunities to "play." This includes a variety of recreation such as physical activities, 
entertainment, and interaction, for children as well as adults. 
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- San Jose needs to stop thinking like a small town in its land use policies. The city needs to grow taller, not expand like an 
endless cancer into the surrounding hillsides. As a Chicago native, I find San Jose's lack of land-use planning and the 
resulting sprawl truly appalling and spectacularly unappealing. I feel like I live in the boondocks, not a city of a million 
souls, when I drive around certain "neighborhoods" of the city. San Jose's lack of a "city" feel is one reason Bay Area 
residents still mean San Francisco when they refer to "going into the city". 
 
- San Jose needs to stop trying to be more than it really is. We are not San Francisco, not a "Destination Location" Why 
isn't it enough that this is a nice city in a beautiful location with excellent weather????? 
 
- San Jose really lacks the "BUZZ" that you feel in SF. SJC Downtown is DEAD generally after work and needs to atract 
people to want to come live in there. Make SJC downtown in a larger Santana Row where you you want to come to shop, 
eat, & play. When means you need clean up the city more than you have so far. Make schools in San Jose to best in the bay 
area where people with money will want live and spend their money. Hopefully having a major baseball or football team 
in san jose can help to make this happen sooner. 
 
- San Jose requires much more public transportation. It needs effective modern public transportation in the form of 
subways, fast lightrail, and BART. 
 
- San Jose should be truly Arts centric (like Austin, Texas) that could renew the community and make it the go to place in 
the West. 
 
- San Jose should have more skyscrapers. 
 
- San Jose should have more spaces for artists to show their art, and studios spaces for them to work that are affordable 
and galleries, museums to show case up and coming artists. 
 
- San Jose should stop feeling like a second-class inferior cousin to San Francisco. San Jose is already much better.  
 
- San Jose should try to become a unique, destination city. 
 
- San Jose should work with the school districts to increase their scores as this will help the City to attract businesses (tax 
dollars) and their skilled workers and families. 
 
- San Jose would be a better city if there were a real downtown with different varieties of businesses. It should be an 
adventure to walk through a city-not a boring drive through to the strip malls. 
 
- San Jose would be a much better city if the crime rate was lower and or the traffic congestion decreased. 
 
- San Jose would be better if people did not need to get into their cars to enjoy assets of the City 
 
- San Jose would be IMPROVED if it stops being such a Berkeley knee-jerk "let's walk to work,live in a 300 sq foot box, and 
carry our groceries without bags up and down the streets." This "walk" everywhere theme is VERY insensitive to the 
handicapped and older people who can't get around like a healthy 20 year old. It is really almost cruel, aside from being 
discriminatory .  
 
- San Jose would greatly benefit from a better downtown. 
 
- San Jose would value the arts and create an economic environment where the arts can be reasonably sustained.  
 
- San Jose's urban renewal has always been made at the expense of its ethnic minorities. The Vietnamese community was 
broken up and scattered in the last 10 years. I think San Jose owes them buildings to be used as meeting places and 
cultural centers. There are some terrific traditional Vietnamese musicians, even a music school. The city should bankroll 
some free concerts. 
 
- Santana Row should have been in downtown San Jose, it's just an "outside the city" mall. (I live in west San Jose) 
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- School 
 
- schools need to be much, much better in order to attract new residents and keep the area diverse and infuse youth. 
 
- schools should be equally great no matter location 
 
- Seamlessly merge city, county and regional mass-transit systems (VTA, BART, SFMuni, CalTrain, etc.) so that one doesn't 
have to deal with disparate ticketing systems when moving about the BayArea 
 
- Security, there is a lot of gangs specially in High Scools 
 
- See above? Build a bigger table ! 
 
- Seems like San Jose has been searching for an identity, San Jose should pursue being the MECCA for amateur sports and 
outdoor spaces-creating a grand park attracting visitors, generating a revenue source, and increasing the quality of life 
for residents.  
 
- Segragated neighborhoods 
 
- Send all the republicans (all 15 of them) back to Texas where they belong. 
 
- Send all the republicans (all 15 of them) back to Texas where they belong. 
 
- Send the illegal aliens back to Mexico (or at least to San Francisco). 
 
- Sense of place - unique and attractive identity for each district and neighborhood. 
 
- SF: Giants/Niners, Oakland: A's/Warriors SJ: Sharks-even though I'm not a hockey fan, it's better than nothing; thank 
God someone fought tooth and nail to get the arena!! We need a big football and baseball league in order to get on the 
map!! 
 
- Shaded parks. We have a lot of parks but many go unused because they have no shade at all and moms don't want to 
take their children there since the equipment gets very hot and temperatures are high in summer and Spring time.  
 
- Show fiscal responsibility and reduce the size of government. 
 
- sidewalk culture! 
 
- Sidewalk maintenance should be city responsibility. Homeowners should not own burden of repairing public access 
routes. 
 
- SIDEWALKS in EVERY street 
 
- significant downtown retail. more out door cafes. 
 
- Significantly expanded, free parking. 
 
- Significantly strengthen the arts and cultural programs. 
 
- Simplification and updating of city department processes such as DOT which currently roadblock citizens rather than 
enabling them. 
 
- SJ need to work together to have one package for family to buy for activity. I need to buy a whole year for the Discover 
Museum, High Tech, and parking. It is better you get one good price. 
 
- SJ needs more entertainment destinations for residents to take visitors and that can draw visitors to this area  
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- SJPD cultural sensitivity training 
 
- Skip the subsidies for 'destination' restaurants, hotels, blues clubs, etc. - - they'll locate here if it is financially prudent 
for them to do so. And please, don't worry about creating culture. We have a wonderfully diverse city and 'culture' occurs 
naturally and will thrive if you don't try to define, and micromanage it. Let suppy and demand do its thing - there are a lot 
of us here, and I'm not keen on having you decide what 'culture' and 'cultural institutions' I'm interested in. Nor do I think 
you should upset supply and demand by subsidizing big chain hotels, restaurants, etc. I'd rather just walk to the cool 
cambodian restaurant (or spicy indian restaurant, or....) in my neighborhood. what you didn't  
 
- slow down the growth 
 
- Smaller, affordable single family housing that includes some gardening space. There are a lot of big houses, or high 
density condos with no yards. I'd like to see more affordable single family homes that are energy efficient, smaller, but 
have some gardening area. 
 
- Solve the problem of sprawl to the south of the Downtown. 
 
- Some of it's neighborhoods. Some are not safe or healthy environments for our families. Continue to clean up and 
improve our neighborhoods. 
 
- Somehow downtown San Jose is still not considered safe; there are too many closed up shops and dark alleyways near 
the school... I say get more parking lots / retail stores that people want and need - like a Walmart or Target plus Old Navy 
and others... and have the city full of people day and nights /that might help. 
 
- Sorry, two interrelated things...Reconnect the inner city neighborhoods by 1) moving the airport away from downtown, 
and 2) demolishing or moving most of the freeways and one-way streets cutting up the central city. 
 
- Special interest groups demanding that there way is the only way. (Little Saigon) 
 
- Specifically to downtown: Shopping. Passing up on Santana Row was a mistake, there are only so many condos you can 
build to get people to live here. Bring in shops and a better parking situation and the money can STAY here. In regards to 
San Jose as a whole. CONNECT BART TO THE LIGHT RAIL 
 
- Speed train & extend BART all the way around the bay (forget train Cal Train). Start NOW so maybe my kids will utilize. 
Merge all school districts into San Jose Unified so we have real choice and we're not stuck in failing school districts drawn 
based on family income. (class and race segregation still alive and kicking)Make ALL neighborhoods attractive and 
competative by giving real school choice.  
 
- spend city budget monies more wisely 
 
- SPEND MORE EFFORT TO REPAIR OUR STREETS. INSTEAD OF MAKING CROSS-WALKS LOOK LIKE COBBLE STONE 
PATHS, FIX THE POT HOLES. 
 
- Stand out and differentiate itself from San Francisco such that it is a destination for people visiting northern CA. 
 
- Start modernizing the buidings and shops the buidings and shops are old, dated and dirty. 
 
- Stop adding more parks and take care of the ones we have. Continue with the development of the downtown area, 
maybe, if in the future enough people move in to the high rises and new housing, we will see more retail move in. Right 
now it's pretty sad!  
 
- stop all the spending in neighborhoods, concentrate on making central city successful i.e. housing,retail,restaurants,pro 
sports teams,more walking traffic(something to bring excitement to downtown). 
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- Stop allowing Santana Row type developments that pull people away from and take the focus away from downtown San 
Jose. 
 
- Stop bike riding on the sidewalks! I've been 'almost' hit too many times to count. 
 
- STOP BUILDING and wasting tax dollars. The City of San Jose was a very peaceful and quiet community with valleys and 
orchards and is now turning into the next Los Angeles. 
 
- Stop building high rise condos 
 
- Stop building. I have lost my skyline view because of high density housing. My house was built in the late 20's for my 
grandfather, and now I can't see the hills 
 
- stop city from spending tax dollars so studiply. 
 
- Stop converting Commercial& Industrial land to Residential. San Jose is almost a poor City as we have millions of homes 
& not enough Business. Go all out to recruit more business- Say NO !! to more Home Developers !! We have too much 
sprawl. 
 
- Stop converting industrial land to housing 
 
- Stop converting industrial land to housing. Instead of expanding into rural areas, San Jose should maintain its industrial 
base within its traditional areas so that the industrial tax base can support the high level of services the city provides. 
example: Police, Fire, Libraries, streets/traffic. 
 
- Stop cramming more people into each square foot and spread out more while making large parks a priority. Yards are 
too small already and close proximity of neighbors often lead to confrontations and high stress levels. 
 
- STOP DOING THINGS IN SUCH A SMALL WAY. YOU WANT PEOPLE TO COME DOWNTOWN AND YET YOU HAVE A 
WALGREENS THAT IS SO SMALL YOU HAVE TO DRIVE TO ANOTHER STORE TO BUY ANYTHING OTHER THAN 
PERSCRIPTIONS OR WATER, YOU ARE BRINGING IN A SMALL LITTLE SAFEWAY. WE NEED SOMETHING BIG AND 
DIFFERENT TO BRING PEOPLE DOWNTOWN. 
 
- Stop extinguishing the past in order to get to the future. We have let many of our buildings go instead of restoring or 
renovating them. Many big cities hold onto old, historic buildings, because they add character (especially when they 
blend in with the new!) and familiarity to the landscape, which is how you identify major cities. We should offer tax 
breaks for owners of downtown properties that renovate old buildings. Poor planning in the downtown area has led to 
breaking up the flow to what could be a great downtown, which is what we need. San Pedro Sqaure is just fine, but we 
need attention to Saint James Park (there's nothing surrounding it to bring people to) and we need to bridge the areas 
together. We have NO County Fair anymore, which is a shame, since that is where we began. No real effort had been 
made, except to hand off this challenge to inexperienced (although well meaning) people, to keep the fair and make it San 
Jose. Alum Rock Park used to be a destination...there are many residents who have never even been there! Although I am 
still a fan of the park for it's trails and natural beauty (and fond memories), one only needs to look at the old photos and 
postcards to see what it used to be. If it is "little Yosemite" shouldn't we be doing more to take care of it and make it a 
destination once again? Trolleys and reliable transportation. Reliable meaning it doesn't take an hour or two to get from 
one side of the city to the other and on time! If you miss a train or bus, you have to wait too long for another. If you need 
to go to the doctor's, you need to drive, because it takes too long to get there and back when you're working. Trolleys 
should run for free every 15 minutes from downtown to: Santana Row/Valley Fair, San Jose Marketplace, the airport, 
History Park San Jose/Municipal Stadium/Spartan Stadium and even straight down Alum Rock Avenue like it used to. 
Clearly, I love this city. Thanks for listening! 
 
- Stop fighting becoming a big city 
 
- stop growing geographically 
 



205 
 

San Jose Envision 2040 Plan Wikiplanning On-Line Civic Engagement Campaign 
 

 

- Stop growing so wide. Lets make our city a real city and integrate our residents. Lets support our Art programs and 
provide our children the education that they deserve. 
 
- Stop new home building!! By forcing people to purchase empty run down homes we would be cleaning up down 
trodden areas and stimulating the economy by hiring skilled workers for remodeling. Re-development is the key! Stop 
the spreading when there are so many homes that need good and responsible owners. 
 
- Stop new home building!! By forcing people to purchase empty run down homes we would be cleaning up down 
trodden areas and stimulating the economy by hiring skilled workers for remodeling. Re-development is the key! Stop 
the spreading when there are so many homes that need good and responsible owners. 
 
- stop paying retired city employees 90% of their salary for life.......life is a long time... 
 
- Stop preferential treatment of people associated with politicians 
 
- Stop pushing "destinations" to the fringes of the city (e.g., North SJ, Santana Row)--focus on downtown as the central 
destination/hub and radiate transit out from there. 
 
- Stop stupid the growth patterns. Do actual planning. The map San Jose looks like an amoeba, it's no wonder the city is 
dysfunctional. And then the city council comes up with plans to add housing without police, schools, retail, etc.  
 
- Stop subsidizing grocery stores and other pet business - let the free market rule. Control the growth of the city and plan 
wisely...Use the County Fair Grounds for events, quit trying to squeeze every event on Market Street.  
 
- Stop the competition between the County and the City. 
 
- Stop the emphasis on adding people to San Jose. Additional people means additional stress on extant services and 
resources. We already have 1 million people. Bigger is not better. 
 
- Stop the high-speed rail project. It should be a crime to do ballot box budgeting the way this measure was approved. The 
project costs as outline are completely fantasy. Entire cities up the peninsula, such as Menlo Park & PA, are cut in half 
leaving potential blight areas to either side of the noisy, impassable tracks. The proposed hike & bike path is nothing a 
sane person would want to use. 
 
- Stop the Low Income Housing!! I am tired of paying for everyone else when I can't even afford a house. SICK OF IT!! 
 
- Stop the outward expansion and build up from the urban core downtown outward limiting heights to about 12 stories 
(think of Paris, France). 
 
- Stop trying to be like others and just figure out what/who San Jose is. 
 
- stop trying to be like san francisco and embrace san jose as it is a great place to live, work and play already. 
 
- Stop trying to be something San Jose is not- retain "rural" feeling and ambiance. 
 
- Stop trying to fit itself into a standardized urban mold; we are a suburban sprawl pretending to be an urban haven 
based on a miniscule downtown culture. San Jose has a unique history and culture, and urban development should be 
custom-tailored to reflect this. Future high density development is necessary, and support infrastructures and businesses 
will be essential in providing growing urban communities with the resources we will need to emerge as functional 
neighborhood communties. Given the rich agricultural roots of this valley, sufficient open space, as well as strategic 
urban planting are also critical in creating an urban community that will not become a barren garden of concrete artifice. 
Public Transportation, functioning trail networks, and strict environmental focus can help to keep us to wean off of our 
automobile reliance.  
 
- Stop trying to make everyone live downtown. Instead create local activity in the various neighborhoods - Willow Glen, 
Alviso, Cambrian, Almaden Valley, etc. Celebrate the diversity of the neighborhoods. It would be fantastic to have lots of 
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neighborhood "downtowns", like Willow Glen, where people could hang out, meet neighbors, shop, eat, and enjoy the 
local atmosphere. People might actually ride their bikes or walk to local downtowns. There is no need to go to central 
downtown only to pay for parking, smell the homeless, and get hassled by the thugs. 
 
- STORES!!! A downtown that provides groceries, hardware and other stuff for folks trying to live there. No amenities no 
people. 
 
- Streamline and uncomplicate governmental procedures. 
 
- Streamline and unify planning, building and code enforcement to make introducing new businesses easier. Make public 
comment period better advertised, perhaps using the website to list all pending projects and permits. Accept no excuses. 
 
- Streamline the governmental processes. 
 
- streamlined government employment meaning empowering the current employee base to make decisions on actions 
that will allow continued high level of service with reduced beaurocracy 
 
- Street Safety: in residential areas since so many homes are occupied by more than one family cars are parked on both 
sides of the streets this does not allow for two cars to pass through at the same time. These are accidents waiting to 
happen 
 
- Strength of downtown core (retail, restaurants, and outdoor seating).  
 
- Strengthen cultural assets in downtown. 
 
- Stricter enforcement of codes and noise ordinances. 
 
- Strive for affordable housing 
 
- Stronger emphasis on maintaining the facilities and parks it already has. Boom/bust maintenance doesn't work. Look at 
creating a foundation/fund that would do just that. 
 
- Stronger sense of identity 
 
- Subsidize Museum of Art so that admission is free 
 
- Support ALL public schools equally.  
 
- support for fledgling art and cultural events - not just big name concerts at the Pavilion, or shows at the Museum. 
 
- SUPPORT THE ARTS! 
 
- Synchronize the traffic lights. 
 
- Synchronizing traffic lights downtown 
 
- Take advantage of natural assests (river running through it is under-utilized as are adjacent properties. Schools! 
 
- Take better care of public property -- sidewalks and street trees. The city has a ratty look because of this deficiency. 
 
- take out the homeless and the crime 
 
- taller buildings 
 
- Teach on the past History of what and where, and How San Jose was built and farmed so that children and youth can 
respect there culture more and be proud of were they came from struggle and sweat from there parents parents. 
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- tear down delapidated old historic property to make way for high rise mixed use buildings to foster a more walkable 
urban environment. 
 
- That no one lives downtown. I wish our downtown was bustling on Saturdays and Sundays but it isn't. During the work 
week its a little more lively and on Friday and Saturday nights but you rarely see young families enjoying downtown. 
 
- That SJ Downtown be an attractive place to visit, live, and recreate. The downtown core of SJ is no one near 
representative of a city with almost (or over) one million residents. There has been too much planning outward and no 
infill or upward planning. The downtown core of SJ looks just the same as the rest of the city. I will respect your "one 
thing" but could go forth with progressive ideas around biking and walking that should be taken on. 
 
- that the city have more of the walkable, vibrant villages like Willow Glen 
 
- That we would bring "BART" through out the south bay and provide a better transportation system throughout Santa 
Clara County, so we can get some of these cars off of the road! 
 
- that we would have more celebrations bringing people together 
 
- The ability to walk to shops, libraries, etc. 
 
- The air quality must be improved if San Jose is to be a desirable place to live. Also, attention must be given to making 
public areas more attractive in the less affluent areas, many of which are along major transportation arteries. Improved 
safety for walking and bicycle traffic could decrease traffic congestion and improve the environment. 
 
- The airport is preventing San Jose from growing to its optimal height. It was a mistake to invest so much money in the 
airport in its current location. San Jose has effectively been cut off at the knees. Perhaps building the airport in south 
Santa Clara county and have a high speed rail line connect it to down town would be better.  
 
- The availablity of housing, jobs and a liveable income for every one. In other words, the end of classism. 
 
- The best cities of the world have large open spaces and parks within the urban core. For example, New York has Central 
Park, San Francisco has Golden Gate Park, and Vancouver, B.C. has Stanley Park. Each of these parks are over 1,000 acres 
in size and each of these cities has far greater population density and development pressures than San Jose. There is no 
excuse for San Jose to be without a world class park of similar size other than political will. Start by keeping Fairgrounds 
open space and making it a world-class destination. 
 
- The car-oriented nature of the city. I live near Saratoga and Prospect Avenues and it is not pleasant to walk to Westgate 
or El Paseo, both of which are in easy walking distance. This is true of much of San Jose - big, wide streets that make you 
feel like you're walking along a freeway. Given our climate and topography, this should be the most pedestrian friendly 
city in the world. 
 
- The Center for the Performing Arts needs to be rebuilt. The ballet deserves a more elegant home.  
 
- The cheapest move the City could do for Green Credentials, is to plant trees. Not just at schools but in the 
neighborhoods. You have The City Forest, manned by volunteers and a patron base who would pay for trees. The City 
passed a tree ordinance and has not enforced it. It does not even respond to complaints. The city is also a main hindrence 
in the field of trees. They make you go through hell to remove a tree even if it is a sidewalk breaker regardless of your 
plans to replant. Get with it! 
 
- The citizens attitudes about getting somewhere, without driving their cars. Most don't stop to think about how they 
could get there by walking, bicycle, mass transit. They're "married" to their personal transportation. 
 
- The citizens of San Jose should have more urban pride. 
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- The city center is not green enough. Walk any great city and there are an abundance of parks and shaded areas. I left the 
city center because of the lack of green spaces. Caesar Chavez Park,the Rose Garden and St. James Park are nice but the 
city center lacks greenery...Just look at the City Hall...a concrete jungle reflect scorching sunlight... 
 
- The City Council....members need to be elected at large to reduce divisive climate. 
 
- The City has to change its retirement and health Care plans for its employees. They should mirror the private plans. 401 
K, higher co-pay and push our retirement years out (i.e. no 50 year olds retiring), review the years required for vesting. 
Retirement salary levels should be reevaluated not 90% of the three highest salary years but a maximum of 70% of that 
salary or lower. Actually, I think that all government employees including Councilpersons and office holders should have 
Social Security like everyone else.  
 
- The City is afraid of what might happen if it gives up some control. We can not regulate “uniqueness”. The City should 
allow neighborhoods as much flexibility as possible so that they can develop there character. This includes everything 
from street design to reducing festival and event requirements which reduces costs.  
 
- The city is too spread out, therefore there are few areas that feel like "real" communities or neighborhoods. We need 
residents to feel connected to each other, to their immediate neighbors, and to the larger community. 
 
- The city lacks cohesion; every neighborhood is drastically different, and there are no threads that tie them together. If 
there was more cohesion, I believe there would be greater opportunities for working together to make the entire city 
better, not just one pocket at a time. 
 
- The City must take a role in holding school districts accountable for the quality of their education (e.g., Alum Rock 
School District, Eastside Union High School District, Luther Burbank School District, Campbell Union High School District-
Del Mar High School)as has been done in other cities (Milwaukee, LA, Cleveland, etc.) Education is part of economic 
development and public safety, thus it comes under the umbrella of the City's responsibility. 
 
- The city need to low taxes 
 
- The city needs to be more walker-friendly. Every neighborhood should have the beautiful sidewalks and street lighting 
that Japantown and Willow Glen have. 
 
- The city should be more "alive" with more happenings and interesting places for visitors.  
 
- The city should develop a more robust mass transit system. 
 
- The cost of housing. 
 
- The Country politics 
 
- The crime, gangs 
 
- The downtown area could be improved. Cleaned up, draw more people downtown so it feels safer at night. Santana Row 
has lots more people at night and feels safer to walk around. I rarely go downtown except to the Art Museum, the Tech 
Museum and Imax thatre and SJ film festival. 
 
- The downtown area needs to be developed into a vital destination area! 
 
- the downtown area needs to be improved. It looks very unattractive and sad. 
 
- The downtown area should be developed more to make it a more attractive area to draw tourists and residents. 
 
- The downtown needs more of an upscale look 
 
- the downtown scene...its run down and dirty and not a place one desires to venture. 
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- The downtown should be more inviting. There should be more things to do, more retail, more places to walk, more 
things for families.  
 
- The education system 
 
- The educational system - neighborhoods with underperforming schools and the over reliance of the judicial system to 
take care of so-called problem kids instead of investing in them from the beginning. Some of these charter schools are 
simply outrageous. An affluent family would never subject their kids to such treatment as doled out to poor kids.  
 
- The elimination of drugs and gangs. 
 
- The entire San Jose Police Department needs to trained in cultural diversity, prevention and intervention methods & 
community policing.  
 
- the feeling of sprawl with non-decript neighborhoods 
 
- The fundamental problem with San Jose is its focus on cars rather than people. To fix this, consider changing the tax law 
to make the endless parking lots becomes mixed development. Make the streets narrower. Add a streetcar loop around 
downtown. Build more light rail lines. An increased density, the removal of FAR limits and the use of mixed development 
would make this a city worth living in. 
 
- The Hi-tech industry, large population, and greed for a monetary profit have polluted our water and land. I'd change the 
decision to be a high tech innovator and go back to our roots of having hundreds and hundreds of orchards and drying 
fruit for the world.  
 
- The Homeless  
 
- the horrible roads and highways  
 
- The huge financial differences between job opportunities / housing availabilities that make it harder for people right 
out of college to enjoy living here - this should be changed. There is hardly any affordable housing. 
 
- The lack of intergrated communities.  
 
- The low education dollars. Over time - not supporting our public schools has resulted in more private school usage 
which hurts public schools even more. But the education system in SJ and all of CA is falling behind other states. 
 
- The marketing of San Jose as a large and vibrant city to attract diverse businesses, tourists, and economic growth versus 
a perceived "small town" mentality incapable of competing with San Francisco.  
 
- The mentality that its just a small town and to make it more centric to downtown and not so many small self sustaining 
communities - ie more focused retail and restaurants in the city center so people are forced to come  
 
- The morning traffic on all highways. 
 
- The most energy efficient city.  
 
- The need for growth in an already crowded area, (country world) inhibits the freedom of the individual and destroys 
the environment. New development should be limited to re-development. Going TALL rather than spreading out should 
be co-ordinated with a resident, work, daycare, all in one type construction. 
 
- The old and run down neighborhoods that provide low income housing, but were not designed for such. Low income 
housing should still be clean and safe. It needs to be designed and maintained as a place people would actually want to 
live, even though its size is modest. 
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- The one thing I would change about San Jose is the number of office spaces and homes that are empty right now! Lower 
the rent/sale prices so that they will sell or be rented!!! 
 
- The parochial mentality of the people who live in San Jose and who occupy positions of power and influence in city 
goverment. 
 
- The police department's approach. They should be part of the community instead of adversarial. I wish they would get 
out of their cars and walk on the sidewalks!  
 
- The politicians who for decades have run this city for the short term gain of greedy developers, never investing enough 
in or even having a consistent long term vision for San Jose. i.e. the idiots who approved Santama Row after investing a 
billion in tax payer money in downtown SJ and then undercut it by approving a competing downtowm enviornment only 
three miles away. Or building a new airport without a people mover in Terminal B when it is a half mile long (how is 
someone supposed to get from the entrance to the last gate without a very looooong walk?). We also need more 
definition of and expanded services in our neighborhoods and neighborhood business districts. Stricter and higher 
architectural standards for all city projects, private and business developments. Architecture in SJ is mediocre at best and 
horrid most of the time. Come on people, think HUMMMMM...WHAT WOULD SAN FRANCISCO DO...? Architecture 
ksshould be unique, beautiful, functional and timeless.  
 
- The pollution 
 
- THE PRICE OF LIVING HERE!!!!!!!! 
 
- The realization that this is a CITY and can not try to be a farm town mentality with a city vitality. Over 100 years ago 
there were protests about the great light tower in downtown as it might "upset the chickens in Willow Glen". We are still 
trying to manage the largest CITY in northern California based on what may upset the chickens in Willow Glen.  
 
- The Roads they are real bad especially by Monterey Road and Ford. I've lived here since 1980 and they are very bad and 
I pay my taxes every year....... 
 
- THE ROADS! HIGHWAY 101 ! MORE LANES!! 880-280 INTERCHANGE!! ALL OF THE FREEWAY SYSTEM!! IT'S A MESS IN 
THE SOUTH BAY! THE ROADS ARE UGLY! THE GARBAGE IN THE FREEWAYS, WE NEED TALLER BUILDINGS!!! WE NEED 
MORE TECHNOLOGY IN DOWNTOWN TO REPRESENT US AS THE HIGH TECH! I WANT SOMETHING DONE!!! SOON!!! 
WERE IN THE NEXT MILLENNIUM! MORE JOBS, START HAVING DISTRICTS THIS CITY IS NO LONGER A BEDROOM 
COMMUNITY! WE DESERVE A BETTER PLACE AFTER ALL WE'RE IN SILICON VALLEY WE HAVE TO LOOK LIKE A CITY! 
AN IMPORTANT AND MAKE IT STAND OUT. WE NEED STADIUMS, MUSEUMS, MORE STORES LIKE WAL MART, STRIP 
MALLS, IN THE EAST SIDE LETS MAKE A CHANGE. EXPAND OUT CITY STREETS; WIDE ADD MORE LANES 
 
- The saftey of the downtown area in the evening. 
 
- The severe lack of shopping and entertainment. Also, the gang activity, these kids need to be in school and they need job 
opportunities.  
 
- The single biggest improvement San Jose could do to make it a better city would be to add more protected bike paths. 
 
- The traffic jams! There are way too many automobiles and it's just too tight to drive around safely! Maybe some form of 
futuristic traffic control that forces all types of transportation to basically drive at the same speed! Like a giant conveyor 
belt or something! 
 
- The traffic on the highways. Make a car that doesn't pollute the air. Give everyone a chance to succeed, so that we don't 
so many people that consider themselves in the low class. Just equal opportunity for jobs or anything in life. 
 
- The transportation system. We need a more efficient system that can provide fast and accurate running schedules.  
 
- The types of establishments in downtown Sand Jose draw the wrong crowds, i.e too many club bars and liquor stores on 
neighborhood corners.  
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- The urban core and conection to the peripheral commercial districts. More small shops throughout downtown with the 
train station being the transportation hub (NOT 1st and Santa Clara) with bus, LR, HR, connected by light rail to the 
airport and downtown. 
 
- the waste of taxpayers money 
 
- The way it is governed. Too much special interest preferences. 
 
- There are many neighborhoods in east and northeast San Jose that get overlooked and are slowly deteriorating due to 
lack of city clean up support and efforts. Abandoned shopping carts has recently become a big problem in my 
neighborhood, but I don't see any initiatives being put into place to get the activity to cease. It has gotten to a point where 
people sometimes leave their carts in the middle of the street, which is very dangerous for drivers. I would put some 
more focus on maintaining neighborhood safety and cleanliness. 
 
- There are some areas in San Jose that are less desirable to live as they are thought to be areas of active gang violence. I 
tried to stay away from these areas in fear of what my friends at SJSU had told me. 
 
- There is a culture vacuum in the large stretches of suburbia. Fix this, and we will have a more educated and dynamic 
populace. 
 
- there is a significant cultural and economic difference between techie-types (new and young working people) and the 
'old-school' community who have lived here for a very long time and who predate the tech community. i am concerned 
that because of the tremendous and continued growth of tech, that the culture of san jose will change to diminish or erase 
the old-school.  
 
- There is no shopping, no heart, no "downtown".  
 
- There is not enough affordable quality early care and education spots for children birth to age 5. We need to increase 
capacity, quality, and training of the providers to meet this growing and extremely important need in our community. 
 
- There should be at least one place/building where people can come, "after hours." For instance, if a youth becomes 
bored at night (perhaps around 9 to 3 in the morning), instead of watching television lifelessly, they can go to this center 
and engage in physical or cultural activities. 
 
- There's too much sprawl. 
 
- These surveys are great. More of these would help the city better understand its citizens. A lot of people are out of 
work... What moves are the city making to help? 
 
- THINGS TO SEE AS YOU WALK AROUND: GALLERIES, RETAIL 
 
- This entire planning effort will be wasted if the City cannot reign in the out-of-control benefits and salaries being given 
to public employees. We will end up broke and without needed services, which will - in the long run - harm all residents. 
 
- This is a tough question as just one factor isn't what the answer truly is, but since this is all I get, safety is the 
predominate factor that keeps people from being able to enjoy the downtown. Gangs are still an issue. 
 
- This is an easy one to answer: Please stop building more and more high rise buildings! San Jose is looking more and 
more like just another big city, and our lovely hills and beautiful land are no longer visible. 
 
- This is perception only, perhaps, but how do you change downtown to be more attractive to a more thoughtful clientele? 
Late at night, it seems to be mostly drunk kids at clubs, and the only other draw is HP Pavillion, which is usually Sharks 
games. That leaves a lot of people without any interest in Downtown. I guess make downtown more like San Fran, which 
has many neighborhoods of critical mass such that small shops and restaurants thrive with a sense of community.  
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- Thoughtless sprawl. 
 
- Time the traffic lights 
 
- To change one thing about San Jose, I'd go back in a time machine to encourage denser, transit oriented development 
from an earlier time. San Jose is a major urban area trying to shoehorn itself into (or is it trying to get itself out of?) a 
suburban form. In many ways its too late to change in that there are too many people bunkered into many single family 
neighborhoods. I don't know if San Jose will ever have a critical mass of residentially/commercially dense nodes that 
would support fixed-rail mass transit. But, in lieu of time travel, I'd increase density throughout the city and particularly 
along identified transit corridors and any major commercial corridor. 
 
- To develop the various "districts" and not just focus on downtown San Jose -- much like larger cities, e.g. San Francisco, 
Paris -- and develop better connections between districts.  
 
- To eliminate all the trashy nightclubs from the center of the city. The ambiance discourages people from going 
"downtown". 
 
- To eliminate the boundries of cultures. 
 
- To find its own identity, rather than bragging that we're bigger than SF so people SHOULD want to come here. 
 
- To finish the bay area trail and have it interconnected and safe for alternative recreation and work transport via bike. 
Today much of the section close to my house Guadalupe park is not safe for me to traverse and does not connect to any 
other trails to make it compelling to use otherwise. 
 
- To have senior centers that cater to different ethnic groups. 
 
- To hire and pay your City employees what they are worth. Even though we are going through hard economic times, you 
are scaring away potential employees by saying they are not worth their talents and taking more & more benefits away 
from them. The City is no longer the "safest city" in the nation due to the ongoing battle of taking away pay & benefits 
from your City employees. No one wants to work for free nor can they afford to. Pay employees what they are worth and 
enough to make this City a safe and thriving place that people will want to live or come to visit. 
 
- To increase the number of police officers serving the city. The Mayor and other elected officals are riding on laurels that 
are old/nonexistant. San Jose is back sliding quickly when it comes to public safety. 
 
- TO invest more in our children's education. 
 
- To keep making downtown more lively. I especially would like an increase in the amount of live rock music. 
 
- To make downtown a walking/biking only zone that includes plazas, parks, local businesses in an environment that is 
friendly and free from aggressive policing and more inviting of communities coming together. 
 
- To make it a more walkable, vibrant, happening, artistically rich concentrated downtown area to which people would be 
drawn to work, play and live. 
 
- To make it a safer city 
 
- To make it more gay friendly, I feel like I live in 1960 here 
 
- To make San Jose a better city I would severely limit the size of the city budget to encourage privatization and lower 
taxes to promote growth and attract business. 
 
- To reduce/eliminate gang related activity 
 
- To relocate the homeless, espically downtown and to have more homeless shelters. 
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- Tolerance, Cultural diversity education begining in middle school  
 
- Too crouded 
 
- Too many cars. 
 
- Too many police. 
 
- Too much pro-growth support from the local government, both financial and in giving permits.  
 
- Too spread out without a "city" feeling 
 
- Tradition is essential in establishing the city culture. San Jose should always fulfill the traditions it has established. The 
2009 Independence Day festival and fireworks cancellation was very disappointing, especially since San Francisco and 
many smaller cities in the Bay Area were able to organize their usual parades and fireworks. Fireworks at Muni Stadium 
was an inadequate replacement. The excitement of creating the San Jose Grand Prix offered us metropolitan status which 
was soon dashed when it was cancelled. Volunteers organize and staff these events, but San Jose is always co-sponsor. 
From the list of San Jose events, the annual Christmas in the Park and Holiday Parade tradition is worthy of special kudos. 
I still remember the first display in a little park by the old city hall in the 1970's! It would be nice to add a St. Pat's Day 
parade to San Jose traditions!! 
 
- traffic 
 
- traffic 
 
- Traffic  
 
- Traffic - slow down! 
 
- Traffic and safety in affordable neighborhoods. East San Jose is very affordable and has many forclosed homes, but it 
does not seam safe to live in the east side of san jose, streets have pot holes and are repaired during peak hours not 
allowing them to be properly fixed. So much traffic in the East Side due to the fact that everyhousehold has 3+ cars. 
Incentives should be given to reduce carbon footprint and decreasing home vehicles to 2 and limit at 3.  
 
- traffic congestion 
 
- Traffic congestion 
 
- Traffic Conjestion 
 
- traffic flow 
 
- traffic issues 
 
- Traffic problems. 
 
- Traffic. 
 
- Traffic.  
 
- traffic. Congestion is awful. 
 
- traffic/transit issues. 
 
- Tranform neighborhood strip malls into a mini-main street type spots in each neighborhood.  
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- Transformation from suburban sprawl to pedestrian-oriented green city. 
 
- transit 
 
- TRANSIT CONNECTION TO SAN FRANCISCO AND SANTA CRUZ! 
 
- Transparency in city government 
 
- Transporatation 
 
- transportation 
 
- transportation 
 
- transportation 
 
- transportation 
 
- transportation 
 
- Transportation 
 
- Transportation 
 
- Transportation  
 
- Transportation (Please learn Japanese Rail System) 
 
- transportation and clean 
 
- Transportation improvements (more mass transit opportunities, less congestion) 
 
- transportation infrastructure 
 
- Transportation to get to more places faster 
 
- Trash from homeless living along the creeks 
 
- Trash pickup/street sweeping 
 
- Tremendous growth in gang activity = violence, grafitti, trash/weeds on the common street areas and parks,& lack of 
response by the city to clean up/prevent this mess. IE not enforcing code and curfew of minors. Better outreach into the 
schools and enforcing parents to be resposible for unsupervised teens. All of this forcing middle class earners to the 
private schools and eventually the suburbs. 
 
- Tremendously improved ease of doing business in/with the City 
 
- Trespassers should be shot on sight! 
 
- Truly affordable housing. Not pretend affordable housing. The american dream is a home of one's own - with a yard and 
a fence. Not a condominium 25 stories into the sky that costs more than you can afford to pay. 
 
- Truly international flights -- London, Paris, Tokyo, Shanghai... 
 
- Try to find a way to keep it cleaner and improve the roads. It's a mess. 
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- Turn it into a real city, less surburbia.  
 
- Turn those 13 fenced-up acres on E. Santa Clara between 13-17th into a modest community health facility and a 
Continuum of Care Senior COmmunity, drawing from all of the adjacent vibrant, varied neighborhoods (Portugese, 
Japanese, European, Vietnamese, Mexican, Cambodian to name a few. "Move down the block!" when taking care of the 
house becomes too much, and stay connected to your community at the same time. Develop partnerships with nearby 
SJSU re Gerontology, Social Work, Social Sciences, and free college courses for retired residents. City College School of 
Nursing partnership for internships, part-time work for SJSU students. Vertical housing option to optimize land use, or 
independent living in townhouses on the periphery. San Jose has few downtown options, yet many choose to live 
downtown earlier in life. This is a big hole, and an ideal setting to satisfy many needs reciprocally! The health facility at 
one corner serves the senior community and also the adjacent neighborhoods. What a win/wn/win!! 
 
- Two things, better traffic light timing to improve congestion and more greenery/landscaping.  
 
- Ugly business areas circa the 60's and 70's. 
 
- Underground all utilities (to allow more full tree growth) 
 
- Unfortunately, the city fathers did not see fit to bail out the American musical theatre group, which was a nationally 
respected theatrical company. Ticket holders of long standing not only lost a viable source of a mixture of national & local 
talent -- but $$ as well! Poor judgment on the part of our elected! Too late to save it now! 
 
- uninformed people against anything new. 
 
- Up-grade the downtown -- Use the Santana Row physical model but NOT with the high end stores like Gucci, just the 
street look, flowers and regular stores and groceries. Encourage more people/ families and Seniors to live downtown so 
as to attract local shoppers. You already have the restaurants, the theaters, the museums etc. A lot of people have to live 
downtown in AFFORDABLE and ATTRACTIVE housing to accomplish this, but it is suffering, like many inner cities and 
there must be provsions for the street people so they are not on the streets. Once you leave the Fairmont area, downtown 
is pretty darn iffy and dirty. 
 
- Upgrade the convention center making it "the destination" for outside groups/individuals to share what we have in San 
Jose that come to visit. A major sports team in addition to the Sharks, and connecting this to the downtown core via 
public transportation like a monorail system that would connect people easily to all venues, airport, and major venues. 
 
- Urban blight. 
 
- urbanization! 
 
- Use of some of the abandoned buildings for Performing Arts. There is not that much support for small Non-profits to do 
business, such as performance or office space. 
 
- Used to be that a friendly business climate was a very significant asset. That brought innovation, jobs, and large 
corporations who put much money into the community. But businesses are being driven away. Reduce taxes and 
obstacles for businesses and everyone benefits as jobs are created, schools rcv donations, the arts are funded, etc. 
 
- vast expanses of ugliness... 
 
- vast network of walking/biking trails, built NOW! 
 
- Vastly improved transit system. 
 
- Vesting City interests in local schools to promote their programs and attractiveness 
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- Viable retail in the city center--it is a ghost town, other than the bar scene after dark, in spite of the Museums and 
University  
 
- Vibrant crime-free downtown 
 
- vibrant downtown 
 
- Vibrant Downtown, need more stores, etc to draw people downtown - bookstores, department stores, etc. 
 
- Wave a magic wand and make it more affordable. 
 
- We absolutely need better light rail within San Jose and to through the entire bay area. 
 
- We are pouring too much money into businesses in the downtown area that "take the money and run". I see markets in 
my area closing and way too many empty buildings. I heard that a survey someone took said the new stadium wouldn't 
be a good idea and the city would get more taxes if it zoned for business. We have so many empty buildings already. We 
need to mix more residences in with the businesses to encourage people to move back to the city and cut down on 
commuting. 
 
- We must continue to improve our assets and identify new areas that will attract visitors. We must work hard to attract 
new business to San Jose to close the gap of those that have left.  
 
- We need a better music scene.  
 
- We need more parks and interconnected bike trails. 
 
- We need more parks. We need a conservatory with plants from around the world.  
 
- We need more police officers to address community needs. Having more polie officers would encourage more 
community policing instead of a primarily, "Calls for service," reactive police department.  
 
- We need much more sunshine in government. While we like Mayor Reed, we believe he obfuscates city business and 
permits too many secondary communication routes. Certainly we want to know, for example, when and what a lobbyist 
texts to a city council member. To this end, council members should have city-issued cell phones and be forbidden to 
conduct city business privately. Further, the police department should follow the most open sunshine standards used in 
other cities. 
 
- We need some shopping and I don't mean chain stores. It would be OK to a have a few but what I love about shopping in 
cities where I go on vacation is discovering shops that I cannot find here. When I visit another area, if they only have the 
same chains we have, I do NOT shop at all. So, lower rents to make it possible for small business owners to be able to 
afford to open their businesses here. 
 
- We need the jobs nearer to the homes, and the tax revenue that industry would provide to the city. Same for shopping, 
food, recreation, entertainment. 
 
- We need to become a destination city. World class sports, entertainment, and festivals (film, jazz, art, etc.) bring people 
to the downtown area, but San Jose is still overshadowed by San Francisco.  
 
- We need to find ways to showcase local talent on a daily basis.  
 
- We need to grow taller. We do not need to be a sprawl city. 
 
- We need to have a zero telerance policy on gangs. More police staffing should be granted to allow officers to focus more 
attention on this growing problem. Along the same lines, we need more programs for our cities youth to help detract 
them from joining gangs. 
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- We need to stop comparing ourselves to other cities. We are our own entity with many endearing, important, lively 
facets, so we must hold ourselves in great esteem. 
 
- We need world class public school for all low-income and middle-income people. 
 
- We would like a more vibrant, pedestrian safe downtown (more like Santana Row.) There need to be more places to sit 
outside and enjoy the beautiful weather.  
 
- Weekly new business list will be freely distributed online 
 
- Well manicured clean city. 
 
- Well there are venues in this city that aren't being used as much as they could me. The Convention center, the old 
historic one. The california theater. It would be nice for there to me more places where people can play their music. Not 
just for big names, but also give a place for the community to put offer those opportunities. Places that could offer this 
would be cafes and bars. Music is important a lot of people, if not everyone. 
 
- When I think about what our city needs most, my mind always goes outdoors. When I think about outdoors it involves 
outdoor recreation. I think one way the city of San Jose can improve herself is by supporting parks and outdoor activities; 
especially for youth. teens and younger people should have more places they can go and enjoy being together in a neutral 
haven. The creating of more places to enjoy the outdoors in our city should be a priority when we are thinking of the use 
of city resources for the public benefit. 
 
- Where are the shops?? I've never to been to a downtown that has no shops..such as card shops, clothing boutiques, 
cnadle shops, shoe repair, trader joe's,macy's. There is nothing down here by Civic Center!!! 
 
- While there are a number of neighborhoods that a character all of their own, overall the majority of suburban San Jose 
has nothing to differentiate itself from one area to the next. A focus on creating sense of community or place at various 
locations throughout the city would go way to making it a more lively and livable city. 
 
- Who says that we have to grow and accomodate 400,000 more people by 2040. Where will these people work, (lack of 
meaningfull jobs) where will they play, (not enough parks, dog parks, open space, etc). Why can't we make what we have 
better. I have seen my zip code, 95125, become hemmed in with high density housing over the last 5-7 years. (Think 
Freuidale/Southwest Expressway, San Carlos St, Del Monte Cannery site, Race St., Tamian station, and downtown high 
rises). Where are the parks, open spaces that developers are supposed to provide? For that matter all these 
developments don't even provide enough parking spaces for the people who will live there. I guess I want to see San Jose 
aim for quality of life, rather than amount of life, ie. people. Let's take what we have and make it better before it all gets 
buried under asphalt and concrete.  
 
- Whoever cleans up the parks, please do your jobs! There is broken glass, trashcans are overflowing, its disgusting. 
 
- With limited funds to do clean up along our highways and the city in general, I think we could utilize the men and 
women that are serving time in the city jails for less serious offenses, and put them to work doing this.  
 
- With more city support, arts organizations could take more risks and reach out to even broader audiences to include 
underrepresented individuals and those not previously exposed to fine arts, theater and other cultural activities. 
 
- With the wisdom of a managed city growth strategy (namely, not to attempt address or resolve the short-term city 
issues (temporary spikes in demands in city services or development under dynamic situation that carries frequent 
changes of the characteristic of the issue itself) with solution and investments that are long-term, capital-intensive, non-
scalable capital projects, developments or infrastructure investment. 
 
- Work for more parks and open space and less 'growth'. Look towards a full grown city, where quality of life and 
population stabilization are the primary goals. 
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- Work more on eliminting the gang and crime problems, sure it has gone down somewhat and is not as bad as other 
large cities, but San Jose still has room to improve. 
 
- Work on reducing crime and socio-economic disparities 
 
- World class, efficient rail transportation: a) Make Caltrain the most modern, electrified, efficient commuter rail system 
in the world with high density development around modern covered stations with ample parking space. b) Bring BART to 
San Jose with the same focused development of stations. c) Efficient tram and bus systems feeding Caltrain and BART 
stations. All this will cost Billions, but would build a dense, dynamic, world class city without choking freeways and 
streets more than now. 
 
- World-class schools--the highest high school and college graduation rates in the country. 
 
- You've got to have a car to take advantage of San Jose's cultural offerings - San Jose needs more and cheaper parking. 
 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to elaborate on your answers you provided in the survey, please do so here. 

 
- San Jose is in need of an amusement park on the scale of Disney World and a sports complex, it's the largest city in No 
Cal and should have a NFL or NBA team. We are still in the shadows of San Francisco culturally. Consider doing 
something with Alviso to create a waterfront for a tourist attraction. San Jose needs more affordable housing. 
 
- "Grow taller" has to be done well. I'm not convinced San Jose knows how to do this. 
 
- #10 I would like to see more single family dwellings allowed to put 2nd housing units on their properties with a 
minimum of hassle. Housing for elderly parents or for creatin an apartment rental was not an option in question #10. 
Also, I do not understand the San Jose planning department's view of land development. In the 60's it was straight 
forward, one house per 5 acres. Now, it is one house per parcel, size is immaterial-40 acres gets one house; 5 acres gets 
one house. If the site was evaluated for the criteria that the houses are sited so not to be within site of the other home so 
the zoning might maintain the country zoning farmland appearance, this could provide housing for in-laws and farm 
workers. Instead, planning is a rigid affair that leaves no room to work with the fact each site is different. Some 10 acre 
sites are really too close together when the houses are sited next to each other on the property lines. Some 40 acre could 
afford 3 house site with none of them visible to the other. It makes no sense to plan this way. Housing could be evaluated 
in creating family clusters so that the multi-aged communities might be families and families able to care for their aging 
parents. 
 
- #17. San Jose should be a community that gives everyone a fair chance period. Don't want to be personal but as an 
African American I don't see a lot of fairness in City funding in our community. 
 
- #22. The recent improvements in bicycle/pedestrian trails and access are wonderful and should be completed. If we are 
going to cope well with future population growth, we have to reduce our reliance on the automobile. 
 
- #3 not sure I could be encouraged to walk much more than I already do which is plenty and #8 I do not own a car #11 
must be a typo 
 
- #6 and #7 seem to be coded wrong. I was unable to select 1, for example, on consecutive choices.  
 
- #7: I am retired. A workplace question is irrelevant to me. #17 is a trick question. Either of the "not sure" options is 
content-free, meaning that any answer means what we want it to mean. I chose not to answer such a question. I am a 
member of a community theater organization based in San José. In my opinion, San José could do more to publicize the 
existence of groups such as ours instead of just the large organizations (Opera San José, San José Rep, the Art Museum, 
MACLA, Mexican Heritage, and [until its demise] AMTSJ). Where do you think the future stars of these organizations will 
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come from if not from groups such as ours? Major league baseball teams know this; that's why they carefully manage 
their farm clubs. 
 
- #8: It's important to me now to be able to get around without a car, but almost impossible to do so. #9: Hard choice - 
don't want so tall that have to change the flight patterns of airplanes. Maybe broaden the area that tall buildings are built 
so as to keep the limit on how tall they are. More apartment living over retail like Santana Row might bring more night 
business to downtown. I don't know why all that shopping that was recently built out by the Coleman/Airport area was 
not done in the Santana Row model. Seems like a waste of airspace. #17: I'm not convinced that it is the government's job 
to make sure everyone has a fair chance to succeed. But the best way to affect this is to make a more friendly business 
climate so small businesses have an opportunity to be successful, and large businesses are attracted and provide more 
jobs for all income and skill levels. See #22 above. 
 
- (followup #22)City of San Jose should aggressively, do what is best for San Jose. Take names, kick ass. When MTC 
redirected $100 million from VTA (giving it ZERO for the year) to San Mateo County, no consequences for MTC happened. 
If they did that to San Francisco, their careers would be over. Aggressively redistrict next year to over-represent San Jose 
(like SF does). San Jose should take a back seat to no one. Not Palo Alto, not San Francisco, no one. 
 
- - Question #5 I like "lively streets and places" in the sense of the occasional event or weekly farmer's market, etc., and 
quieter surroundings in the immediate vicinity of my home. - Nothing on the survey overall talked about continuing to 
have houses with large yards where the owners/dwellers can garden for pleasure and health. Gardening is one of our 
nation's most popular passtimes. The survey also does not mention organic community gardens for folks who do not 
have their own yard space. We hear that the existing community gardens in San Jose are all wait-listed. I notice that they 
also are not located in the inner city areas where they might be needed most and utilized to best advantage. If you are 
going to "grow the city taller" you had better start planning to put organic community gardens on rooftops of tall 
buildings where the veggies can get the sun they need to grow.  
 
- -Get rid of the race question. Why are you so racist? Some day we will all be mixed, and then what are you gonna do, you 
bird-brain? -17 b is a communist idea. Get rid of that attitude. Have you forgotton the Soviet Union failed? -Do you drive a 
car? Answer_____. Case closed. -Your questions are "leading" and limited. They are designed to achieve your own pre-
determined result. Not very open and neutral, or unbiased, sadly. 
 
- -I feel that San Jose is boring for a young person. For someone younger than 30, san jose feels like a small town with 
nothing to do for fun. There needs to be more places for young people to go and hang out. -We have such a boring skyline. 
Our post cards have pictures of the discovery museum and the Winchester mystery house. We need more recognizable 
places of interest. -The VTA needs to update its ticket system. I'm originally from Santa Monica and there they have 
prepaid cards that you swipe in the bus. They also give you transfer tickets for free. -I like to walk but I rarely do it here 
in san jose since I don't have anything nice to look at. We need a Union Square type place where people can walk around 
and shop. I never go to Santana Row because they are all high end stores so I think we need something in between.  
 
- 1. All those visions statements are important in my opinion. 2. The reason we can't use public transportation more often 
now is the time factor. It simply takes too long to get from Point A to Point B. Often it is twice a long as just driving 
yourself. We would never be able to get everything we need to do completed in one day if we had to rely on public 
transportation. 
 
- 1. I believe San Jose already has "Diversity and Social Equity" an "Innovative Economy" and an "Interconnected City" we 
just need to get the word out better. 9. I'm okay with buildings growing taller as long as it's not just one giant "Ionic 
Breeze" like monstrosity in SF. Bad Fung Shui. 17. Both answers sound the same to me. San Jose should be a Bay Area 
leader that provides best practices in technology, environmental policies and planned events and neighborhood planning 
for other cities to follow. 18. I saw it on SanJoseCa.gov, a site I think every resident should try to visit monthly or so.  
 
- 1. Parks need off-leash seperate dog areas 2. Committee meetings to be televised, or on radio 3. When tall buildings 
built, open space to be guaranteed or open space left will eventually have a taller building. 
 
- 1.Do something about the horrible air smell near 237 & No. First Street; 2.require mobile home parks to have 
reasonable rules about moving an older home into a vacant spot which actually would allow someone to do this (often 
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rules require the home be no more than 5 years old - who is going to move a mobile home that they just purchased 5 
years ago?) I.e., only purchasers of new more elaborate expensive mobile homes may apply.  
 
- 17: I expect "fair chance" to mean no race/bias discrimination inlcuding affirmative action/reverse-discrimination. 12-
16: Cultural events are icing on the cake to be funded only after safety, education and infrastructure is 100% funded. 
 
- 18. I found out about it on the city's website while doing research. 
 
- 2nd big thing for Planning to do (#1 is increase allowable density throughout the city) would be to have a per 
squarefoot development fee that benefits the SJ Housing Dept. Now that inclusionary zoning for rental housing's status is 
up in the air, there needs to be an alternative income stream for City affordable housing funds (could also be used for 
community facilities)- tie it to all development, have it be fee based, no requirement whatsoever for restricting rents. 
 
- A "main street" or "town square" type spot in each neighborhood (like a Willow Glen or Los Gatos feel, but adapted for 
each neighborhood's unique culture or vibe) - a huge challenge and opportunity for San Jose is to transform these aging 
strip malls into main streets that are walkable and pleasant. Compared to other big cities I've visited, San Joseans seem to 
stay home A LOT. In my opinion, it's because people don't want to spend all day driving/transiting across town. You have 
to hustle around all day, who wants to subject themself to this on their free time? If you have a dog or kids, it's a pain to 
travel to work, then home to handle your business, then who wants to drive another 30 minutes across town to get out 
and do a social activity in the evening? Why aren't there easily-accessible community and social activities places other 
than downtown? We need to look at San Jose's unique culture and our residents' daily patterns and adapt our future 
planning to this...If we're going to get people out from their television sets, there needs to be something close to home, in 
our neighborhoods, to do. South San Jose has one senior center and two hole in the wall bars. An evening out means 
Chili's or Oakridge Mall. Ridiculous. Twenty and thirty-something people do not want to live in San Jose... 
 
- A BART extension to San Jose would be nice. I mean right into the center of town and not through a connection via VTA 
trains. 
 
- A forced ranking for questions 2, 4, 6, 7 did not allow me to accurately log my opinions. For example, on question 2, 
living close to stores/restaurants, public transportation, and work all rank #1 in my decision to live in downtown San 
Jose. In regards to question #22, I have another important concern that I would change. Unfortunately, San Jose is 
plagued with a homeless population that makes the city feel unsafe. If the city is going to expand and evolve, especially 
downtown, a solution to get folks off the streets and back into productive lives must be a priority for city planning. 
 
- A green, culturally diverse economy is something San Jose can strive for to become a better city. Traditional medicine 
centers from countries such as India and China could be incorporated. Problems such as grafetti should be stopped via 
incorporating disenchanted youth in local art projects beautifying the city. 
 
- A new community college in Coyote Valley would be great! 
 
- A rapid transit system along the 280, 85, 880, 87 corridors need to be put in place with links along major arteries. In 15 
years, we will see astronomical gas prices and one earthquake can change the face of the bay area. we seriously need to 
look into sharing resources and help support community development. 
 
- A significant factor in where we will live in the future is the cost of housing. Because of the high cost of housing we 
would incur a significant cost to move. So, we probably won't move even if public transportation, cultural events, 
shopping etc. would improve. 
 
- Above comment reflects my opinion that this issue was left out of your question #11. Tourists like to shop! 
 
- Activities and events draw people into San Jose 
 
- Address neighborhood blight including unreadable street signs, graffitti, trash, foreclosed properties, neglected public 
landscaping, and non-working street lights,  
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- Affordable housing is important, but over time it tends to age poorly. Affordable housing should be constructed in a way 
that it does not detract from the surrounding single family homes and other public buildings. 
 
- affordable housing, good schools and a decent international airport. 
 
- Again, increase police officers in order to decrease crime. It's simple and a sure way to make San Jose an all around 
attractive City to live in, work in and visit.  
 
- All big cities have something that make them unique...san jose still doesn't seem to have uniqueness. 
 
- All my answers are based on one common theme if San Jose is to develop; and that is: FAIRNESS IN ALL!!! 
 
- All the redevelopment of downtown San Jose, the vision of !st Act, is moving things in the right direction. There needs to 
be greater transparency in the selection of artists for public art projects. San Jose artists still want to know how so many 
artist from San Francisco and Oakland, Seattle and LA get all the big commissions. Who chooses who (among all the 
artists available) is shown to the selection committees. Why can selection committees NOT see the entire 
files/lists/information bank? Supporting local artists with teaching jobs (for youth and adults alike) in a museum school 
or community center arts programs or ,BEST YET, an arts academy (like the Community School for the ARts) in San Jose 
would go a long way toward guaranteeing a strong future for our arts scene and increasing sophistication in viewers. 
Multidisciplinary arts experiences are a great way to bring talents out in youth, and perhaps the wave of the future for 
reviving and renewing our artistic expressions. 
 
- Along Aborn Rd, btw. Capitol Expwy and White Rd, and on Nieman, the landscaping (sidewalk areas and median 
islands)is lacking or not maintained as well as farther up on Aborn east of San Felipe/White Rd. On Yerba Buena Rd. 
across from Silver Creek Linear Park, there is a section of hillside that is not landscaped at all and is an eyesore when the 
rest of Yerba Buena heading east is landscaped and looks good. The strip malls at Aborn/Capitol Expwy (Ross, Baskin 
Robbins), Aborn/White (Golden Buddha, Taco Bell, etc) and on San Felipe Rd (Wells Fargo, 7-11, Indian stores), and on 
Quimby/White (both sides of streets) need to be upgraded/redeveloped as they are also an eyesore. 
 
- Also, hire from within the city & not necessarily giving the contract to "the lowest bidder". The independent contractor 
base could be widened & entrance requirements into that pool could be streamlined & modernized.  
 
- Also, it would be nice if SJ cute areas to visit. Currently, there is only Willow Glen. I think it's great that the East Side now 
has a Salsa Festival, but you need to get more of the locale restaurants to come out and participate. For goodness sakes, 
the East Side should be advertised as the place to find the best Mexican food. How better to do that than to get the locate 
merchants to get involved. When you visit other citys, they offer various areas of the city to visit. SJ is so big, how is it that 
we can't do the same? Thanks so much for putting this survey together.  
 
- Also, persuade Santa Clara County Parks to improve some of its less-attractive parks (like the unforgiving and poorly 
trail-equipped Ed Levin County Park, which seems like a cattle ranch masquerading as a park) and make them more 
friendly toward and accessible to mountain biking. There's no need to keep mountain bikes out of Calero County Park. 
San Jose's Alum Rock Park is a model that the county parks system could do well to emulate. 
 
- Also, the lightrail should spread to further destinations, such as Almaden area.  
 
- Also, the roads need repair since we have so much traffic. 
 
- Although I do not live in San Jose, I have worked here for 9 years. If San Jose became had a more cultural and city-like 
feel like San Francisco does I would consider moving here. 
 
- Although I never lived in San Jose, I worked there for many years (1971-2007). The transformation of downtown has 
been amazing, and still draws me there regularly. My library privileges at King Library/SJSU are invaluable! 
 
- Although San Jose provides some access to early care and education, it does not make it a priority in addressing the 
economic, social, or educational issues plaguing our high risk communities. 
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- Although we live in Palo Alto, San Jose is our primary arts destination. I could imagine living there if the downtown area 
were more populated on weeknights and during the day on weekends. Wakable neighborhoods near arts destinations - 
visual art exhibits, opera, ballet - would make San Jose an ideal place to retire. 
 
- An "Interconnected City" and "Healthy Neighborhoods" go together. Providing opportunities for people to walk to the 
store get's people out on the street and socializing. It also helps increase our activity so we can literally be "healthy." 
 
- and fine businesses that do not keep their areas clean from litter and trash Like the Mr. Chows on Median 
 
- Art and cultrual events are of more interest to me when they integrate local history.  
 
- Arts and Culture are our greatest treasure and afford the most pleasure Pay more attrention to landscape and green, 
quiet spaces 
 
- Arts and Culture is one of the keys to the kingdom in San Jose. We must establish an environment where our Arts and 
Culture organizations can compete and thrive. 
 
- arts are the most important. they need funding and the city to assist in promoting so that they are present in the 
community and everyone knows san jose has a ballet company, a symphony, and an opera.  
 
- As a police sergeant working for this city over 26 years..I know that the perception of safety plays heavily on the minds 
of business people that want invest in San Jose and regular people that want live in our city. Our job is make this city 
appeal to people that are to bring their specific talents to realize our hopes.  
 
- As a Willow Glen resident I'd love to see the City consider a 280 off ramp onto Lincoln Avenue as well as a unified 
parking lot behind the downtown businesses modeled after Los Gatos' parking. Additionally, I'd love it if restaurants 
were easier to open and received more support and flexibility from the planning department. 
 
- As rare as it seems I am an oddity within this valley. I have no vehicle. I walk to work. Everywhere I go I do so via my 
two feet, the VTA lightrail, the VTA buses, or a bike. Is it easy, not always. Is it awesome? Yes. The city and the greater 
valley will become a "destination" city once more progressive ideas are put into play and greater political will is had. I've 
heard people say, "well if Portland (OR), a largely rainy city, can have a bike commuter rate of 5% then San Jose should 
certainly be able to have those percentages or greater with all the sunshine we have." Well the thing about Portland is 
that they have political will - the city pushes the bounds when it comes to bike/ped ideas. The mayor is pro-bike, even 
riding it on many occasions. Point being is that smart growth, progressive transit ideas will attract people to the city. Also 
lastly, the VTA service isn't half as bad as people make it out to be. The VTA has a tall task of servicing the entire sprawled 
county of Santa Clara. Could things be better? For sure. But in large part the people who complain are the ones who never 
ride in the first place. Thanks for all your efforts in making San Jose and the larger Silicon Valley a healthy region! 
 
- As San Jose adds more and more dense housing it needs to include safe places for people to get out and play. Many parks 
are over crowded on weekends. San Jose needs more SAFE parks. Also,please do not budget cut out rangers! They are a 
fantastic assest,providing educational experiences and help keep parks safe. 
 
- as someone who is making a move from "day job in graphic design" to creating art, we have found that san jose has 
plenty of great artists, but needs more of a gallery scene 
 
- Assist the Evergreen area of San Jose to continue to develop into an area rich in open space, restaurants, trails and good 
family living. 
 
- At my age, it is a certainty I will not be her in 30 years, but while I am still here, I would like like to have reasonable 
access to cultural events and local health facilities, and low cost, comfortable and safe public transportation services. 
 
- Balance is the key to our future. It shouldn't be arts vs. parks. We need them both. And the environment needs to be 
considered when we consider growth. Once green open space is built on, it is GONE. I don't think we should try to be a 
bigger city. More is not always better. Instead, we should try to be a BETTER city. (Good book to read - The Soul of Money 
by Lynn Twist. It speaks to the idea of sufficiency.) 
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- Be interesting to see who actually looks at this survey! 
 
- Because of the cost of housing, some people are forced to move away from their families. This is creating a generation of 
people living and raising their children in less favorable locations and without the support of their families. If it takes a 
village to raise a child, we need to make it an affordable village.  
 
- Before anything else our city needs to set a priority on providing quality EDUCATION. Without strong, educated and 
creative future generations our society as a whole will fail. Our public schools require proper funding. I will be sending 
my children to private school if things continue as they have been. I can barely afford this option. For those who cannot 
afford this option I tend to think our society has lost focus of the American dream of EQUALITY for all! 
 
- Being a city planned with automobiles as the main form of transit, San Jose faces the difficult task of adapting its current 
form into one that supports mass transit. Using the if you build it they will come model, focus on creating BRT or Light 
Rail corridors which link to regional (BART and CalTrain) stations creating a web of transit that is easy to use and 
facilitates using transit. Currently, for a majority of San Jose residents, buses are the only form of transit and they just 
don't work - slow, expensive and difficult to understand routes; San Jose has a street grid, so instead of bus routes that 
snake through the city in order to get downtown, an obsolete model given San Jose's multi-centered commercial cores, 
simplify the routing to allow transit users to take neighborhood bus routes to major transit corridors to regional transit 
hubs.  
 
- better PR about San Jose events in SF and greater Bay Area news. 
 
- Bridge the gap between businesses who pay city taxes and follow City and Code Enforcement rules and stop those 
people who roam the city streets of San Jose selling food, without regard to permits and health regulations. Check the 
East Side of San Jose every now and then. 
 
- Bring BART to San Jose, Improve roads as well as public transportation,  
 
- Bring in more One way Flights and International Flights to SJC. 
 
- Build a Spartan Stadium that is world-class. The economic effect of doing this would be far-reaching. San Jose State's 
football team should be able to compete and out-compete both Stanford and Cal. Sellout crowds drawing from the huge 
pool of SJSU alumni would eventually generate tremendous revenue. Concerts performed there would bring money into 
the city. San Jose could host a tremendously successful bowl game. The Earthquakes would eventually flourish. Please 
note that I went to Cal, but I am the offspring of 2 SJSU grads, one of whom played football there. I'll always be a Spartans' 
fan and I believe that the untapped revenue potential of the football program is second only to the revenue that will be 
generated by bringing the A's to San Jose. 
 
- building nicer communities gives residents a sense of pride in their communities and will likely lessen (not eliminate) 
crime activities. 
 
- Camera Cinemas are a treasure. Unlikely to find such access to diverse cinema outside of San Francisco. 
 
- Can we also look into intersections like the Best Buy parking lot at Almaden Expressway and 85 and ask ourselves 
WHY? Also can we have someone besides a police officer stationed at construction sites. I have watched way too many 
officers talk on there private cell phones all day while doing nothing to make there prescence known or useful to traffic. 
How about setting up a police explorer program that places less high paying people at these construction sites so that we 
do not have to deal with real police officers standing under a tree all day doing nothing. this one is very frustrating to see 
our tax dollars wasted away on cops drinking starbucks while watching construction crews do WORK regardless of 
wheter it is part of the construction bid or not, the perception of these lazy cops standing around wacthing construction 
workers work while drinking coffee and talking on there phones while cars zip by knowing that the cop can do nothing 
about a moving violations without a patrol car to chase them down..ughhhh very frustrating to see when other programs 
are being cut.... 
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- Cars have created made parts of SJ a very unfriendly environment for people. The city is much too spread out, with 
many neighborhoods lacking any identity. Far too many wide arterials scar and divide the city and discourage pedestrian 
traffic. Neighborhood quality is diminished by traffic and car noise. SJ should be a collection of connected villages 
surrounding a vibrant center. These communities should be connected by bike paths, pedestrian ways, and public 
transportation. Use of cars within the city should be restricted and taxed. 
 
- Check other cities in California who have a better system and copy it. 
 
- Choosing a place to live in 30 years was difficult. I would just like to be able to afford to live in san jose with a clean safe 
neighborhood. I really do not care if it's a house or an apartment as long as it's affordable and I don't have to live 
paycheck to paycheck. 
 
- City of San Jose is now the 10th beggest city in the USA, and it needs to move forward with a transit system that it is fast, 
reliable and on time. I.E., the freeways are packed from 6:am to 7-8Pm daily Mo-Sun and there is too much time wasted 
moving from point a to b. So with a more reliable transportation system, we could be saving lots of energy, money, time 
etc.etc and expend more time doing what we do best.  
 
- City should be able to contract out for services. The unionized city workers are too lazy, and don't deliver half of what 
outside contract employees deliver. For instance, any areas with private landcape maintenance looks ten times better 
than city maintained landscapes. Same with private vs. city maintained facilities such as parks, parking lots, etc. Also, 
other cities have better appearing streets (Santa Clara, Saratoga, Sunnyvale, Los Gatos, etc.) than San Jose. The only 
jurisdictions worse than San Jose are the county of Santa Clara, and CalTrans. The city needs to get back to delivering the 
basics such as sweeping the streets once a week, killing weeds in median islands and sidewalks, repairing sidewalks, and 
making the city look way more attractive than it presently is. The only way to get more bang for our tax dollars is to get 
rid of highly -paid city workers and contract out services. 
 
- Clamping down on those who store unsightly vehicles on the streets. Those offenders skirt the existing city codes. I 
know off many such vehicles that have been moved from location to location for years. 
 
- Comment to Q. 11. The idea of having live music to bring people to San Jose is great! Just add booths for local artists to 
show, or let it be divided by spaces, where people reserve a spot and set up their own space in a creative way to show art, 
do art, perform acts, sell homemade goods/ foods, etc. Key is LOCAL! = unique! 
 
- concerning arts and culture. More public art through out the city (meaning the far reaches of the city also) by making 
use of the talent at local collages and even high schools. Allowing the "unknown" artists to produce art for the cities parks 
and other public places. Allowing the walls of our freeways to be decorated, example painted art. Allow and encourage 
building art and murals. Leave the subject matter up to the professors, teaches and students with final approval from 
agency or owner who "owes" the property. San Jose needs more color - literally. Let the artists in the making make San 
Jose truly ours. We do not need to spend millions on art. Once the art is decided on help pay for the materials or pay for 
all the materials and give recognition to that artist. I bet we would have the best public art in the area, and a lot of it for us 
to look at all over San Jose in all the parks and more than just one piece to a park. This is my dream. 
 
- Continue to manage the intelligent growth of the city maintaining the sub-urban characteristics (non-dense housing 
conditions, clean and safe neighborhood, convenient parking and shopping, multi-cultural fine dinning) while still offers 
brilliant city-life style without the downside in environmental conditions, crime and social issues of a big city such as in 
San Francisco and New York. 
 
- Continue to work with improving all public schools 
 
- create an outdoor walking shopping area downtown that is street level and accessible. 
 
- Create more job opportunities and provide more affordable houses 
 
- Create more jobs, build affordable housing to encourage people to live where they work. Continue to pursue clean 
environment. 
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- delete Question 7 - it's the same as question 6 - Thanks! 
 
- Develop creek and other interconnect trails that allow people to safely commute to/from work or shopping by walking 
and bicycling. Help facilitate this by making shopping and cultural centers clustered and accessible by these interconnect 
routes.  
 
- Development plans are a dime a dozen. What matters is that it is performed at its designed strengths and not watered 
down due to budget overrun expenditures. Particippation by its citizenry is the core element to succeed. It must be easy, 
it should be free or near free, it should satisfy our needs and support our mental health, provide surprises and enjoyment 
for all, be culturally interactive for all ethnicities so we can be the City of ONE. 
 
- Do not add more bike paths along the sides of roads intended for cars. There is not enough space for all and putting 
them together is a safety issue. 
 
- Do not agree with the increased densities planned for the future as there are already not enough neighborhood 
amenities like parks and our infrastructure is falling apart. Also, our public transportation system is EXTREMELY 
inadequate. I would take public transit if it actually went to where I wanted to go, when I wanted to go. 
 
- Don't bother competing with San Francisco to try to be the arts/culture center of the Bay Area. Instead, focus on getting 
the core of the city functioning and on a growth trajectory.  
 
- Dont' ever have a stupid, expensive car race downtown again! 
 
- Downtown lacks presence, we need to encourage more stores, restaurants & museums to cooperate to provide a 
dynamic environment as well as a better economic enviroment. First Friday with the art is an example of a success that 
could be more successful if more of the museum's, restaurants and stores participated.  
 
- Downtown needs help but not just in the San Pedro Square area. That has been done already and putting more money in 
the same places is not improving the Downtown, just filling the pockets of the same people over and over again. 
 
- Downtown needs to be revamped and a hang out hot-spot; similar to how Santana Row is becoming up and coming. 
 
- Downtown San Jose is ignoring a tremendous asset that is the Guadalupe River and environs. The flood control project 
and associated trail system has given the city an opportunity to use the riparian area for recreation, commuting, aesthetic 
appeal and commercialization. San Antonio did a lot with a lot less in its successful River Walk project. San Jose might 
take a few lessons and encourage a similar project that would result in a more interesting downtown with increase 
revenue from new jobs and visitors. 
 
- Downtown San Jose is invisible to the general population of the Bay Area. It is the saddest apology for a city centre I 
have ever visited.  
 
- During the 90s under Clinton's plan to put 100k police on US streets, San Jose got more police. Then we had a 
population of 750k. Now we are about 1.25 million and we have fewer police. In my neighborhood we have a single 
assigned unit that we share with Valley Med. Crimes like joy riding or abandoned stolen cars are not even dealt with. WE 
NEED MORE POLICE, PERIOD. 
 
- During the summer when the leaves are dry and start to fall get a few more street sweepers. With all of the leaves and 
trash it makes the downtown area look dirty. Encourage businesses to put up window boxes to increase the green. Make 
a few bike paths and bike changing stations- look to Chicago and Milenneium park for that idea 
 
- Educational options could easily be expanded by going to a public school choice model. Instead of being stuck with an 
assigned school that may or may not meet their child's needs, parents could apply to any of the public schools in San Jose 
with seats decided by lottery. 
 
- Elementary, Middle School, High School and Colleges, including San Jose State need big improvements. We need more 
and better transportation options in the burbs. Instead of building out, San Jose should utilize what little farmland is left 
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to the south for locally produced and sold seasonal produce. Food will become more valuable than land in 30 years and it 
would be really nice if we had local access to quality fruits and veggies. It would also be nice if our kids at least knew 
where food came from. Farmland is quickly disappearing and we will be importing our food in 30 years just like we now 
import our autos and nearly everything else we use. Keep the farmland. In fact the City should buy up the land and farm it 
for revenue to help run the city. I'm giving you nuggets here. Think long term, not short term revenue fix. The city will be 
better of in the long run. 
 
- Expanding our light rail system and bringing BART to the downtown so that we can commute easily to other Bay Area 
cities for employment is the answer to our pollution and congestion problems. 
 
- Extend Camden Light Rail Line to Coyote Valley Project Plan Area. Create a Entertainment and Performing Arts District, 
create a Major Downtown Shopping Area aka New York's Time Square and a Downtown Financial District to help boost 
the economy of the city and to bring major financial businesses into the city.  
 
- extremely low-income families need nice places to live to.... the affordable rate for a two bedroom apt. is $1500... BUT 
that's what it is across the board... how does that make it affordable for a family of 3 making $30,000 a year? where can 
we fit in?  
 
- Faster public transportation to popular destinations such as valleyfair mall, BART station, and east/west across san 
Jose.  
 
- Fire all Evergreen Unified School District management. They're lucky they haven't been sued/caught yet.  
 
- Focus on making downtown a place to live and work, not just a destination. If people live, work and play in downtown, 
others will want to come visit. Try to bring more high-tech jobs to city center (Adobe scale corporate headquarters.) 
Bring high quality, established retailers. Its great to have special events, but give people a reason to walk around 
downtown any time. At night, close down non-essential streets to traffic for outdoor eating and events, reduce cruising.  
 
- For #22, clean up downtown and make it user friendly for walking rather than allowing bicycles on sidewalks, diverting 
homeless people out and making it safer for adults and young adults to have fun. 
 
- For 31 years we have been owners/stewards of property along Coyote Creek between Santa Clara and San Fernando 
Streets. We know that the Creeks are a marvelous natural resource. There is much that the City and the Santa Clara Valley 
Water District could do to enhance use of the Creeks by the general public. We, Friends of Coyote Creek, a sub-committee 
of the Campus Community Association/Naglee Park, have boats from which we do cleanup of trash and fallen trees on the 
Coyote. These boats give us the opportunity to experience the beauty, silence, birds and other wildlife, lush foliage from 
late spring through autumn, and an entirely nature oriented view of a part of San Jose that many do not even know is 
here. We encourage the City of San Jose to support and initiate more active recreational use of the Creeks. This could 
become a vibrant attraction for bringing people to San Jose.  
 
- For half the cost of the BART extension, we could build 90 miles of networked PRT (with 117 stations) covering a major 
chunk of San Jose and connecting the Airport, downtown and the Golden Triangle with the proposed Milpitas BART 
station. Learn more here: http://www.electric-bikes.com/prt/bart-prt.html  
 
- For instantce, the vacant space on the first floor of City hall is still waiting for the restaurant that was supposed to be in 
that location. The Unions have a tight grip on what and who goes in there.  The old City Hall is still waiting for someone to 
purchase or rent it..This should have been done while the new City hall was being built and yet, there it is, still in 
limbo!...with a loss of millions. Decisions by the City Council in the past, such as the car race in the middle of the City have 
been ill advised as well as the law suit against the County to keep them from building a entertainment venue, which San 
Jose lost, and we, the taxpayers paid the price of over $60,000, if I recall correctly. The reason was that we wanted to 
build one which was the reason for the law suit, down in the middle of San Jose, which was to be across from the City 
Hall.... and no money to do so! It is these kinds of hairbrained ideas and events that make San Jose a laughing stock! San 
Francisco used to call us "Down on the Farm".. well maybe they were right! Not to slight the farmers who are almost non- 
existant now.. because of our Silicon Valley status.. Why aren't we as smart as we pretend to be? 
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- For question # 18, there should be a choice of "Internet" article. The internet is definitely not a part of the "traditional 
media" and should be tracked separately. 
 
- For question 11, I think that more visitors would be drawn to San Jose with a better downtown with more shopping and 
other attractions 
 
- For the past six years I have been working as a tutor in an afterschool, homework assistance, non-profit program in the 
Franklin-McKinley and Evergreen school districts. Now I have heard that San Jose plans to discontinue funding for these 
programs. These children need our help! Most of the children that I help are two or more grades behind in reading and 
math. If they fail before they even reach middle school, how likely is it that they will finish high school and go on to 
become productive citizens? 
 
- Found the tone of this survey like a 1970's undergrad Blue Book quiz from Urban Planning 001 . If people WANTED to 
live on top of their jobs and walk everywhere and live in tiny places they would have freely spent their money and 
demanded this type of living. BUT they didn't did they?? NO, they gave up time with their family and commute money to 
have a home of the type they wanted. Really tired of government "public servants" trying to manage every thing the 
public does. And don't try to use "Smart" growth as a buzz word to make this control grab seem acceptable -it's the 
government trying to take freedom of choice away. 
 
- Fresno has a strong supportive base for its Bull Dog football team, which in turn helps city coffers. We need to do the 
same. 
 
- gang prevention, crime prevention, upkeep of parks, library remain open, community centers open and affordable rec 
activites for all ages... 
 
- Generally, I'm impressed with all the city of San Jose is doing, including the Strong Neighborhoods Initiative, Green 
Vision, their reaching out to the community for participation, and the city recycling program. Keep at it and encourage 
green building. We do need to protect our natural resources. 
 
- Get retail going in San Jose outside the malls. There are many people who do not like mall shopping and would welcome 
vibrant NBDs. Give more incentives to small businesses to open in NBDs and downtown. 
 
- Give SJ downtown the same culture and feel of SF downtown to attract more foot traffic and residents/workers. 
 
- Give thought to integration of public and private spaces. Have the city work in better harmony with developers to create 
spaces to live life instead of spaces to drive, park, shop, and leave. Some new developments here have made me sick to 
my stomach and I, along with many others, are about ready to leave this city for one that is truly thinking about the future 
in creative, intelligent ways. 
 
- Given I have small children, the main factor in my choice of housing is the quality of the schools. 
 
- Go Green, go Green, go green!!! 
 
- Going forward I would like to see our communities be more green, provide more resources for the homeless and have 
more programs to reduce poverty and get those people jobs that can pay rent! 
 
- Govt assistance to those stricken by loss of job by sheltering and assist in finding jobs. It worries me that we will fall into 
position like a 3rd world country. 
 
- Great survey, I appreciate the initiative to make San Jose a better city. 
 
- Grow up or grow out is a tough call. I would actually like to see a little bit of both. New housing is townhome style with 
no front yards and moderate backyards. A few more condo high rises would help accommodate the growth as well.  
 
- Growing taller in the city center should not interfer with the quality of the established neighborhoods in the area, but be 
planned to complement them. I don't quite see why such developments must be limited to the city's center.  
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- Growing taller is the only eco-sustainable sane direction to go. More sprall simply leads to more issues. At 1 Mil people 
spreading out is so energy wastefull. Worst development ever? Communication Hill. This would have been a nice central 
park visible to all. Best - 88.  
 
- Growing up on the Eastside of San Jose was not as difficult as it is now for kids. The quality of public education is in 
crisis for Latino youth. As an educator myself the crisis only enhances deteriorization of the city. Education is KEY to 
break the barriers of poverty. It is through education that our communities will improve and strive to enhance the city. 
Education impacts all aspects of life and remains to be the critical element to sustain the quality of life in our city.  
 
- Growth and greed is stealing the future quality of life experience from our children. As a 5th generation Californian I can 
testify to this disaster, BRING THE SALMON BACK TO OUR CREEKS AND STREAMS! 
 
- Have a mix of work, parks, homes so we don't have to drive for a half an hour to get somewhere. Santana Row was a hit 
because it did a mix in a small way. More of that please. 
 
- Having a lightrail is great but the fact that ours is streetlevel pretty much eliminates most of its benefits. It should be 
elevated to be effective. 
 
- Having a variety of shops and restaurants near home would be what my neighbors and I would LOVE. Our current 
situation has a high concentration of one type of business which does not cater nor support the neighborhood. I hope this 
plan addresses this. 
 
- Healthy Local Businesses can play a more active role as well as community organizations when Schools have a more 
open public venue to let the commuity know what they need to keep their successful programs in place during an 
ecomomic downturn. For example if businesses were informed of the need for fixed investment in local school projects 
funds could be raised openly with the incentive that businesses get appropriate advertising and the community would 
actively respond with customer loyalty for services and goods.  
 
- Higher Density housing should be encouraged in the downtown urban core and taper off when reaching the suburbs. 
Adding density sounds good on paper and in planning but it precludes and stalls development due to costs, loans and 
time to market. Many developers will simply go to adjacent jurisdictions to develop more cost effective and market 
driven product. Question 9 should point to "taller" at City Center and intensified as conditions support on transit centers. 
SFD neighbors aren't going to want a 5-story apartment building shadowing out their back yard just because they live 
close to a VTA stop. 
 
- I actually heard about the survey through sjsu's website 
 
- I agree with downtown growing up - key word is downtown... until it is fully grown out - stop the high rise sprawl... The 
Swenson tower off of 87 - transit coordidor - yeah right. Looks completely out of place and nothing to support it (school, 
market, parks). Get the Mitchell block built out, tear down the inefficient buidlings and build a downtown core that is 
worth coming too. How does the 10th largest city not have a dinning hub? An ESPN Zone? Until there are enough people 
downtown, it will remain a joke and developers will continue to push out of the core to build 'higher' because it cost less 
and there is already (markets, schools and parks).  
 
- I also feel strongly that the city of San Jose should do more to improve the existing bike paths such that everywhere in 
the city is easily accessible. The city is just too flat and has too nice of a climate to not make possible for people to get 
around on bike easily and safely. 
 
- I also think a new lake downtown as well as a great expanded Guadalupe River that would be linked with SF Bay. 
 
- I am 4th generation here in San Jose. My great grandfather moved here in the mid 1800's. I have seen a lot of growth in 
my lifetime. It saddens me to think that some of the best agricultural land in the world has been lost in the interest of 
development. I wish there had been more thought given to retaining our agricultural roots. A lot of large cities have a 
something unique that draws tourists. We are a large city with several small attractions but nothing real unique. What 
unique quality can we develope that will draw tourism? Not long ago I saw advertising encouraging visitors to come to 
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San Jose because we are close to San Francisco. What can we do to bring them to San Jose and keep them in San Jose to 
spend their tourism dollars? 
 
- I am a life-long resident (born in San Jose Hospital) and am now 79 years of age. Seeing what has happened to my lovely, 
vibrant city is so discouraging. People that are running/planning this city at this time have no memory of what it was - a 
wonderful place to live, work and play. What happened? Haven't we spread out enough? Let's concentrate on QUALITY 
rather than substance. Keep the developers off our hillsides by all means - the orchards are gone but let's keep the 
hillsides, please. No houses - just beauty. 
 
- I am a proud product of San Jose, however, we as a community still need to develop an image and identiy for our City, as 
it still lacks that. 
 
- I am adamantly opposed to the numerous high rises that are being thrust onto the borders of long established 
neighborhoods relegating them to an existance in shadows.. Furthermore, these projects would not be feasible without 
very generous RDA (public) subsidies. These subsidies tend to amount to at least $10 million each building since banks 
are reluctant to risk such loans - even in this reckless banking environment!  
 
- I am enamored with the idea of mixed retail/residential multi-story buildings, and SJ looks like the population would 
support it. Good luck! 
 
- I am horrified at the idea of encroaching more onto the hillsides. This is already a sprawled city without a vibrant 
enough center. Build up & make the city center a real mecca for urban living and protect the natural beauty around us 
without building more roads. 
 
- I am in a "blended" family and do not recognize traditional racial definitions because these distinctions are not based 
upon reasonable and rigorous biological data and thus are immaterial and not germane. 
 
- I am not a public transportation user. Prefer not to  
 
- I am planning to move from West San Jose to a neighborhood that has a better preforming School District and I am 
talking about spending, attendance, teacher compensation, extra curricular, after school activity and test score 
performance measures. 
 
- I am retired -no 'workplace' 
 
- I am retired, so I answered the question about working/transportation as tho I was still working at Santa Teresa 
Hospital.  
 
- I am second generation SJ'ian and have strong ideas and opinions about this city. This is an interesting project which I 
will watch. Thank you for trying it. Gary 
 
- I am the only white person in my family. Everyone else is Asian (Chinese-Amercian, Korean-American, or born in 
Vietnam). And a large number of my neighbors whom I personally know are Spanish-speaking families. This 
neighborhood (Sherman Oaks/Burbank) has been neglected in planning by the City, the various local school districts, 
including SJCC/Evergreen and West Valley community college districts. We are post war (or older) first ring 
neighborhood communities that have been neglected as the City expanded. Only by aggressive community organizing 
with PACT did we get a community center and a library. However, more needs to be done. 
 
- I am visiting in New York at the moment and find it such an amazing city - granted they have been working on it longer 
than we have. It is clean, landscaped, an abundance of parks for walking, running, dog walking,socializing. Transportation 
is within several blocks. I prefer to live on my little "cul-de-sac-in-the-country" as I call the little pocket of SJ where I am 
fortunate enough to live, but I have brought a lot of $$$ to NYC because of the above pluses which help to support the 
advantages. The tourist trade is lucrative and SJ should consider it as income source by making it more attractive to 
travelers. 
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- I answered "Grow Taller" assuming few things: 1) More and better restaurants to eat lunch 2) Parking structures 3) 
Public transport 4) Earthquake proof buildings 5) Not sure what will happen to Airport? RIght now all the airplanes 
almost touch my office :)  
 
- I beleive Fine Arts and History of San Jose would make a differnce in youths attitude they have today , maybe ther 
wouldn't be so much Graffitti on our cities walls an everwhere else. But you would have to begin in Elementery. 
 
- I believe that making San Jose a transit hub will bring more business to the city. Diridon Station would prove to be a 
huge asset if it manages to connect Amtrak, Caltrain, the ACE, VTA light rail, BART, AND the California High Speed Rail. 
Such hub would bring thousands into the heart of the city every day. 
 
- I believe that San Jose needs to be re-vamped and buildings need to be painted and and stores re-done maybe we can 
get to the point where houses do not need bars.  
 
- I believe there are not enough traffic enforcement personnel. the traffic here is horrible and mixed with the poor street 
surfaces it is very dangerous. 
 
- I believe we need to stop building out. There needs to be a great job to housing balance and we need to build up. I wish I 
didn't pay such high rent in downtown San Jose. But to me, it is worth the trade-off of being able to walk to public transit, 
special events, and restaurants.  
 
- I came to live in Northern California / San Jose almost 7 years ago from the East Coast (New York). The immediate 
perception upon arrival is that San Jose doesn't consider itself a "Big City" although it is the 10th or 11th largest in the 
country. Very few people outside of San Jose know where it is or what a great city it is. City management does a very good 
job running the city to be one of the country's nicest, cleanest, and safest cities but my general feeling is that we don't 
promote ourselves nearly enough to create recognition that would attract businesses and visitors to San Jose that would 
help to drive our economic engine and growth. The "Banishing Bureaucracy" initiative within City Government is an 
extremely critical element to making it easier to attract and do business within the City and it is hoped it creates real 
positive change in the business environment.  
 
- I cannot stress enough how important it is for San Jose to have truly affordable housing - and programs to help people 
purchase housing. Not just programs for the highest paid city employees, police, fire and teachers - other city employees 
too. I'm a city employee and I'm not looking for a house in San Jose - no assistance to get one and the prices are too high 
for what you get. 
 
- I come from the suburbs of Chicago where everyone in the Greater Chgo area learned from an early age in schools, 
scouts, churches and govt to have ownership in the city and it's value. It was a matter of pride to take care of and support 
the city whether or not your home was in the boarder.  
 
- I commend City staff for taking the time to plan for growth and improvements for our City over the next 30 years - and 
to be interested in individuals input and opinions in doing so. Thank you for this opportunity to express my opinions! 
 
- I completely agree that San Jose should grow up rather than out. It would be sorrowful to see hillsides suffer at the 
hands of a city. Sustainable development is crucial for this generation and future generations. Making San Jose more 
green would actually make it a better city because it would be unique and revolutionary. The green movement is only 
going to grow and I believe San Jose should foster those values.  
 
- I consider San Jose my hometown and feel that it does not need to be larger. I like its size; and having more housing, 
people, and professional teams will not make it better. Focus on safety, transportation, education, and environmental 
issues. 
 
- I couldn't fairly answer question 17. In thinking about economic equity, which of the following statements better 
represents your view: Kids in our community do not have a fair shot to compete when the quality of education varies 
depending on the community you live in (what school you go to) 
 
- I did not rank sport facilities very high on the survey but we do love the Sharks and the Tank. 
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- I do not like the idea of either growing out OR growing taller. My concern with growing out is that I hate seeing more 
and more land used for development. My concern with growing taller is that this would interfere with San Jose's two 
airports. I would prefer growing taller AS LONG AS the SJC and RHV would not be affected in any way. 
 
- I don't actually think that San Jose should focus so much on getting visitors to come here, but rather on providing 
services and activities for it's citizens.  
 
- I don't have a way to get rid of large items. I try to use the three items through the trash provider, but neighbors keep 
blocking the items with their cars, so they can't pick them up 
 
- I DON'T THINK YOU WOULD EVER LISTEN,LOCAL, STATE FEDS NEVER DO, WHY DO YOU THINK AMERICA IS FAILING 
 
- I don't want to see San Jose spread out into the few open spaces that are left. 
 
- I enjoy living in our downtown condo.  
 
- I feel so torn in many of my answers. I want strong neighborhoods and cultural diversity. All of the choices are not 
mutually exclusive. I hope we can move forward in such a way that we can incoporate all of the goals mentioned here.  
 
- I find it extremely frustrating that our public schools are so underfunded. We need to improve our public schools so 
each and every child can get the education they deserve. We also need to pay our teachers what they deserve as 
educators of our future leaders, not lay them off and increase class sizes. Education should be a higher priority!! 
 
- I go to San jose for the library and cultural events and some restaurants and the cinema 3. But the place still rolls up the 
streets at 5:00 pm. Move forward ASAP on the river park corridor with a easy link to major retail area. I will walk all day 
to shop in the morning, take a lunch break, haunt the galleries in the afternoon, take a coffee break, check out a show stop 
for a drink and walk home. In San Jose, it is go do the errand by car and return home. Where do I go to stroll the town? 
San Francisco, Campbell, Los Altos, and Los Gatos. Lots of people of all ages all the time hanging out in distinctive 
neighborhoods. Palo Alto has the Marguerite shuttle that helps. and Los Gatos has a loop jitney buses that goes to bus 
transist VTA hubs. Lots of people all the time. just hanging out at all hours.  
 
- I had a little trouble with the question about "proximity to parks, trails or open space" because to me those are different 
things. Parks and open space are nice places to go for recreation, but I use trails as a way to get to where I'm going. The 
latter is more important to me on a daily basis than the former. 
 
- I had a problem with question #17: "In thinking about economic equity, which of the following statements better 
represents your view..." a. Fair chance to succeed b. Reduce income differences c. Not sure This is because I think that the 
city shouldn't be in the business of meddling with my income. That's what would have to happen if you "reduce income 
differences," since you'd have to tax from A to give to B. You sounded like Karl Marx for a minute there. 
 
- I had problems with #6 and #7 - they are duplicate questions and I could not check all that applied. #13 - "reflect San 
Jose uniqueness" - I don't know what is considered San Jose's uniqueness. 
 
- I had seen a lot of the homeless people arround town..majority of these people are strong enough to do manual work for 
living. A program to get these people work and out of the streets will give San Jose City a face lift. 
 
- I have lived -born, raised, raised my children in San Jose - 57 years of life experience in this city. I lived and experienced 
a vibrant downtown - I rode my bike through the "Rosegarden" neighborhoods - I have watched schools, businesses and 
places of worship expand, struggle in some cases close and in others just exist. The city has welcomed all - all have not 
embraced the city and what it prides itself on having created. Little areas are for all to feel welcomed - not labled for 
selfserving groups - Cambrian - Willow Glen - Almaden - Naglee Park - East FootHills - Evergreen -Blossom Valley - all 
promote and embrace the spirit of San Jose.Come to our city - welcome to our neighborhoods - leave where you have 
been behind and involve yourself in the creation of a better place for all.  
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- I have lived in San Jose downtown for over 15 years and do not feel a sense of belonging. I do not want to seek out other 
downtowns to feel at home in. I want to have an all-inclusive downtown in SJ, rather than it be just a single event or a 
particular restaurant destination.  
 
- I have lived in the Berryessa area of San Jose for 30 yrs and love it for it's multi-ethinic population and amenities as well 
as it's proximity to the foothills. I wish there were more interesting restaurants and shopping in this area. 
 
- I have none~~~! 
 
- I know that art and culture is important, however, I do not think our city services currently represent the arts. This is 
the way residents have lived for years. I do not think the most important initiative for San José is to enrich the city with 
cultural arts. I would like to know the reasoning for how improvement of arts and culture will enhance the City of San 
José. 
 
- I learned about the survey through the home page on the library website-that was not included on the choices-I have 
not seen mention of it anywhere else. 
 
- I learned about this survey through the San Jose Public Library web site. Our library system is one of our many assest 
and should be promoted/acknowlegded/supported more. 
 
- I left the bay area after living there 25 years for a I returned to the Bay Area after 35 years. I was pleasantly surprised to 
find it now to be a first class city. It now has something for everybody. I am delighted. Somebody has been doing 
something right. You have been saving old buildings and put them to use an building new and magnificent one. You have 
a skyline that knocks your socks. You have taken advantage of the broad and interesting diversity of people. You embrace 
all. I have only 2, more or less, complaints: People drive too fast and why is there not a large departmnt store downtown? 
Must we go to Santana Row or Westfield? They should be downtown. Otherwise you have really put San Jose on the map 
where it should be. 
 
- I listed specific parks and the San Jose Main Library; I meant them to stand for the entire park and library systems 
including the programs that make them useful, such as the Park Ranger Program or the provision of reference librarians 
to assist the public. 
 
- I live in Northeast San Jose and do most of my shopping and dining in Milpitas. The restaurants and stores are more 
conveniently located where I can group all of my errands and dining together in one trip! 
 
- I live in the Evergreen area, and use Capitol Expressway to get practically everywhere I need to go. People who live in 
this area aften walk or ride bikes wherever they can, but riding a bike would be suicide on Capitol Expressway. I have 
seen bicyclist get hit by cars, and I have seen parents sheparding young children along this very dangerous road. There 
needs to be a protected bike lane all along Capital Expressway. It would improve the quality of life for residents and 
encourage alternative transportation by connecting several major shopping areas and residential neighborhoods. Also, 
there is a huge expanse of dirt between the opposing lanes of traffic that is completely barren. Not even weeds grow 
there. If there were trees and shrubs along Capitol Expressway they would give color and life to what is now a drab and 
depressing commute, along with offsetting some of the carbon emissions from all the traffic and preserving the topsoil. 
 
- I live in the Penninsula now but prior lived in East Side San Jose for 15+ years and would like to finally see appropriate 
measures being taken to providing quality services to our youth and underprivileged communities, particularly in the 
downtown and east side. I feel these are areas which unlike much of the west, north or southside have traditionally been 
ignored by many. Our youth in particular are the key to our future we have no one else to blame but ourselves if/when 
we complain about their lack of passion and determination or are "violent" or join gangs. How are they to overcome the 
various obstacles they face on a daily basis if we don't provide them even the most basic of tools to excel and grow? 
 
- I live just outside the City and was a city employee(San Jose Public Library)for 30 years. I have always been amazed at 
the short sightedness and sheer stupidity of the City's planning process. From the distruction of San Jose's old city hall 
and the the building of the huge bank plaza project which destroyed the city's street grid, a nice little nieghborhood and 
beautiful little twin church to the Cathedral, those strange projects of the seventies like the weird multi -level fountain 
and "Independence plaza" that disappeared without a trace, to the Tech Museum , which can't decide whether it is a 
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science museum or electronic industry trade fair, planning in San Jose has been famously bad. A good example would be 
the the joint library (not a great idea to begin with)a mediocre building designed by a nonentity in response to a scheme 
by the University and City administrations to save money. It is also sited on what is the most dangerous part of 
downtown seismically and has a number of quality and environmental issues still outstanding. The new City Hall,on the 
other hand used by far fewer people is a beautiful building by a world famous architect whose design was made only 
slightly ridiculous by Ron Gonzales' idiotic and useless dome. It cost a great deal more. Oh - and the damn palm trees-
trendy faddish and expensive. Time after time, planning and design work by the city has been banal at best, distructive at 
worst. Lets face it, in 1945 San Jose was a paradise, now it's Orange County without the beaches and frankly just not as 
much fun. What I would like to see on the future is a strong minded, competent planning department with some real 
architects and landscape architects and a sense of history and aesthetics.  
 
- i lived in san jose most of my life and moved to portland or about 4 years ago. i plan on returning at some point in my 
future. it seems there have been many failed attempts in the past to 'make' san jose something, especially downtown. like 
the idea to hire street entertainers to juggle and wow the masses. san jose needs to find those things that are unique and 
quirky and let them bloom into something rather than contrive that urban feeling. refer to bill fulton's blog article about 
portland at http://www.cp-dr.com/node/2416.  
 
- I lived overseas, where public transportation was heavily subsidized, cheap, frequent, and went nearly everywhere. 
High rise apartment buildings had tons of parking but businesses did not. This encouraged people to leave their cars at 
home and meant they could entertain guests easily; it also meant that the streets weren't clogged with parked cars 
because they were all in underground garages. I only used my car to go out of the city. Here in San Jose we are doing it 
backwards. The public transportation is expensive, not frequent enough, doesn't go everywhere. New housing 
developments are being approved with minimal parking so it is hard to host a party and personal cars must be parked on 
the street, where it is less safe to park. Businesses have huge lots, encouraging people to drive there, and the malls are 
not on the Caltrain or light rail lines. We're doing it all wrong. 
 
- I look at the tremendous growth that San Jose has experienced and do not think it has been for the better. The 
preponderance of strip malls and poorly planned traffic patterns makes me question the City planners and their motives. 
Unfortunately, there was not a building moratorium so growth and expansion could have been monitored. One 
suggestion for the future: Stop expanding and make use of the empty buildings we currently have. 
 
- I love everything I use in question #21, but why would anyone live there, and WHERE do they get their groceries?? 
Flowers? Laundry?  
 
- I love living in San Jose but I want to enjoy visiting downtown. Due to the unsafe environment at times and the amount 
of police, my husband and I tend to go to other city's for dinner or events.  
 
- I love my local library. The city should increase its support for all of the libraries since so many of our residents use 
them as their only source for internet access, entertainment movies & books, and information expertise from all of the 
librarians. They're doing a good job with the little money they get, but they could do so much more if properly funded. 
 
- I love reading about San Jose in other newspapers when I am traveling. I read about our status as one of the biggest, 
safest cities, and about our efforts to be Green (by the way, shouldn't we be offering more Green courses in schools? We 
should be leading in that area, too).  
 
- I love San Jose, and its diversity. I do believe we are blessed to live in San Jose, the perfect climate. 
 
- I LOVE SAN JOSE, BORN AND RAISED HERE BUT IT'S REALLY HARD TO STAY HERE WHEN IT'S SO HARD TO AFFORD 
LIVING HERE. SOMETHING NEEDS TO BE DONE ABOUT THAT! 
 
- I love San Jose. It's the most amazing city I've ever lived in. I love the diversity, the richness of cultures, the work 
opportunities and that its becoming green. Overall its pretty clean, but I'd like to see it rival cities like Boston, Kyoto and 
Amsterdam in terms of asthetics. More affordable entertainment options would be good. MANY more festivals would be 
awesome. More farmer's markets with longer hours. I think this website and plan is AWESOME! The changes in 
downtown over the last 10 years have been amazing. Keep up the great work! 
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- I love San Jose; it is a great, young city with a positive pulse. I want it to be even better in the future when my children 
grow up! 
 
- I LOVE the Code Enforcements Department!!!! They are very effective 
 
- I love this city! 
 
- i love this city. i hope to see it evolve into a continuously more vibrant and diverse place where a person can find good 
food and safe streets and one can easily navigate from one side of the city to the other whether by car, foot, bicycle 
whatever.  
 
- I object to the premise. You presume that the goal is to grow: "In order to support new population and job growth over 
the next 30 years..." Why? Why is a larger newer population better than the smaller older one? The City is not like a 
business that grows to ship goods to customers world-wide. Geography acts a limit to city growth (unless you go Up) but 
the other limit is financial-What is the limit in terms of financial share (property taxes, sales taxes, fees etc) that the City 
will take? In question 11-drawing visitors to San Jose, you have to take into consideration our competitors for visitors. 
Sports teams is the only dramatically distinguishing feature that would draw daily visitors-but that goes back to the 
question of growth. Frankly, I don't think we can compete to attract the daily visitors from alternatives such as SF or 
Monterey but I think we could compete as a base for visitors who are doing more extensive vacationing of a week or long 
weekend.  
 
- I perceive San Jose as a growing city with great potential, but it is constantly stumbling on itself due to too much city 
bureacracy. City policies are so restrictive that achieving our goal of having a thriving downtown, which attracts visitors 
and ultimately generates money for the city, is not feasible. It is like having a couple attempting to start a family while 
continuing to use contraceptives - the chances of it working are less than 1%. City leaders want a safe city with a thriving 
downtown; we can only have one - make a choice. We as community residents must choose which of the two is most 
important and focus on achieving that goal. A thriving downtown means relaxing restrictions on downtown businesses 
(restaurants, bars, clubs, etc.), thus directly impacting local tourism. A safe city means increased police patrols, more city 
restrictions and completely abondoning the idea of having a bustling city nightlife. If we want an enjoyable downtown, 
city council must remove the "condom" and plant the seed of change. 
 
- I really enjoy having a nice walking path where I don't have to worry about getting hit by a car. 
 
- I really like San Jose. I miss the energy, excitement and people from when I lived in San Francisco. Draw more young 
working people to SJ and continue to improve cultural activities. 
 
- I resent question on growth as it limits density to transit corridors. Who says that "growth" is necessary at all (?) as 
opposed to smarter use of existing boundaries, i.e., creating more self-sustaining, walkable, and distinct neighborhoods 
(think San Francisco). Also, please use our assets rather than rip them out (historic buildings and rivers to be specific) 
and attempt redefinition. 
 
- I see no interest from our city government in the arts and I'm unsure why. We let a symphony crash and burn. We let a 
musical theater group crash and burn. Is this going to continue? Please no! 
 
- I see public transportation as a nuisance for me personally. It is noisy and attracts crime, so I do not want to live close to 
it. It can not compete with car transportation w.r.t. time, even despite the traffic jams. 
 
- I see two key needs: school quality and development of a real downtown with interconnected activities. Library, 
Museums and restaurants have improved quality, however, it is a shame that a fully artificial place like Santana Row was 
developed rather than providing incentives for stores (nor only restaurants) to populate the downtown, often a sore view 
of empty store windows. Compare with Mission or the Fillmore in SF! 
 
- I strongly feel we need more walkable neighborhoods with essential services (grocery, bakery, etc) located nearby. I 
also feel that our schools are in dismal shape and if our long term goal is to promote the health and viability of the city, 
we cannot do so without a significant emphasis on how to improve the quality of education in our city. 
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- I suggest you divide your older age category into two different ones- 55to65 are often working and 65+ often are not. 
We live very different life patterns needing different transportation/entertainment/services. If you are looking at cohort 
size you can always put us together statistically- but you can never tease apart the data, once it is collected in the current 
categories. Thank you  
 
- I think before bemoaning San Jose's budget problems, the mayor should look closely at the waste of our tax payers' 
dollars. Salaries of his executives should be decreased and put on a freeze before asking for more money from the people 
to support the higher paid San Jose employees. 
 
- I think downtown San Jose should model itself after more pedestrian friendly downtowns such as Willow Glen, Los 
Gatos, Mountain View, and Campbell. Right now it's filled with too many large nightclubs, and not enough unique shops 
and cafe's that would make it an enjoyable place to stroll.  
 
- I think it is imperative to bring into the downtown core, more retail shopping. It is nice to have more housing, but 
people will not move in unless there are more shopping options that they can easily access. We also need to focus on the 
addition and expansion of our convnetion center. San Jose should be the showplace of Silicon Valley!! We need to be able 
to attract large conventions of all types. This will stimulate our economy and help boost our image. 
 
- I think litter and graftti should be elimated from this city 
 
- I think more community outreach and involvement needs to take place to engage and encourage residents to become 
active participants of San Jose. For instance, a centralized website where people can find out about neighborhood events, 
city-wide events, special events, community groups, suport groups,gatherings, political happenings so that residents 
from all over the city can come together. 
 
- I think more destination restaurants would be a great thing for the downtown, but I don't think the City should be 
putting a lot of money into those businesses. Just make the permit and building process easy and friendly. Fill the new 
condos that have been built. Encourage other retail in the area, and the eateries will follow. 
 
- I think recognizing and capitalizing on our unique history and historic buildings would help make San Jose a destination 
city. Thank about where you go on vacation: it's probably not Houston. Too new, too the same. 
 
- I think San Jose is a very green place compared to other cities I've lived in (L.A.). The parks and open space we have are 
pretty good quality. I would like to see less police in the downtown, perhaps if they were undercover. It kills the scene 
when every time you turn you see a cop. Makes me feel like I'm being watched and just kills the mood. 
 
- I think San Jose is already a community that gives everyone an opportunity to succeed. We offer many different and 
largly diverse resources to everyone.  
 
- I think Schools were not mentioned ennough here. Better schools = better home values = bigger middle class = more 
money spent @ local business = better place to life. Smarter kids = less crime = better place to live. better place to live = 
drives demand to come live in San Jose. If you asked your friends who you want your kids to go school in cupertino, 
saratoga, vs EastSide Jose? Every smart parents would say Cupertino or Saratoga.  
 
- I think that we have lost site of the fundamentals of free enterprise and hard work. Seems that we are so worried about 
allowing any failure and concerned about making everything equal and "fair" to all that there is less motivation for 
excellence  
 
- I think that with effort and thought and planning we could make San Jose a much nicer, safer more beautiful place to live 
by training and employing disadvantaged youth and young adults to do everything from picking up trash, recycling, 
cleaning up graffiti to assisting at daycare, summer camp, etc. This should not be an afterthought type of program that 
gets implemented after a kid get's into trouble but should be seriously considered and highly proactive early in a kids life 
- implemented before kids get into trouble; giving youth opportunities and making them feel useful, capable and giving 
even the poorest a sense of hope and choice about what happens to them. 
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- I think the City and County need to have a reserve fund available to purchase land for trails and parks when they 
become available to buy. This fund should also include staffing to maintain and protect the trails like park rangers. 
 
- I think the City of San Jose should be a little more friendly to local establishments rather than subsidizing large chains to 
entice them to set-up shop downtown. Also, we really should capitalize more on our great weather by allowing more 
outdoor seating at bars and restaurants. I think the San Pedro Square redevelopment plan is a great move in this 
direction. The City should not be so reticent about closing streets to car traffic. There's really no reason someone needs to 
drive on N. San Pedro or on S. First Street (past San Carlos). Santana Row should have been built downtown and I always 
feel guilty, like I'm cheating on my 'hood, when I go there... 
 
- I think there are better questions that could have been polled that would have reflected what really frames and 
supports community engagment 
 
- I think there should be more affordable housing nears schools, public transportation, and parks; or programs to get 
people into homes, particularly for teachers. More needs to be done to encourage water conservation and give people 
incentives to purchase water saving items such as dual flush toilets, rain water collection systems, and it should be illegal 
to for potable water to be used to flush toilets. Pollution also needs to be mitigated, go to the hills and try to look across 
San Jose, hardly possible and especially bad on hot days. 
 
- I think this is a great format for 21st century leadership. Let the people help in the vision! 
 
- I think we can become a better, closer community by coming together on public transportation and cultural events. 
 
- I use light rail for work commute and I feel very sad when i watch most passing by cars with single occupant. 
 
- I was one of 16 members of the City of San Joses' "Coyote Valley Specific Plan" task force. We met monthly, or more 
frequently, for over 6 years. many of your questions are subjects that we examined and debated. 
 
- I wish that downtown San Jose would look a little glamorous like Santana row but with more authenticity. A little like 
Union Square in San Francisco or downtown Santa Cruz or Monterey. it looks depressed and drab except for the area 
around the tech museum and the Fairmont.  
 
- I wish we had a nice park,lake or river where we can stroll. 
 
- I wonder if we should change our idea of gardens and beauty and start more neighborhood garden projects to grow 
food for ourselves and our needy. We have an easy growing season and a real need to teach people to eat well. 
 
- I won't go anywhere I am not comfortable and so except for a few areas I won't travel alone in the evening to San Jose. 
 
- I work (for almost 15 years) in downtown San Jose. I would be out walking (and spending!) everyday if there were 
shops (boutique type) or stores (major retailers) in the downtown area. I can't even purchase a birthday card! If I 
want/need anything, I have to get in my car and drive several miles which is not an effective use of my one hour. 
 
- I work downtown as a bartender for 5 years and I have must paid more or less than $500 for parking tickets because I 
forget that the meter is about to expire while Im in the middle of a rush. I think if I am bringing revenue to downtown I 
should at least get a break by maybe having a parking pass to parking garages or at least have a discount on tickets.  
 
- I work in downtown San Jose and I just love this city. I have lived in the South Bay my entire life and very rarely visited 
San Jose until I started working here. I like that the city offers such a variety of events, activities and restaurants. And I 
feel that most everything is walking distance from my workplace. 
 
- I would also like to see more protected park and recreation area withing the city. 
 
- I would appreciate more bike lanes that are well interconnected. I've found it difficult to ride my bike around because 
bike lanes suddenly end. 
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- I would augment San Jose's ability to fund all that the public wants by regulating and taxing medical marijuana sales 
within city limits. 
 
- I would like take my visitors walking from San Jose Art Museum to the Contemporary Art Museum with shops, 
boutiques restaurants fast food along the way with trees and flowers. Presently, this route is lacking interest. 
 
- I would like to elaborate on Happy Hollow. I bought a membership and obviously can't use it. It's very irritating and 
reflects poorly on the city of San Jose. You should have never closed it down and remodeled it if now you can't afford to 
run it. I went to Happy Hollow as a child and thought it was fine just the way it was. My kids loved it. Now we don't have 
anything.  
 
- I would like to see a redevelopment of the Guadalupe River in downtown. I know that work has been done on it to make 
a (very poorly designed) bike/walking trail, but I think it could be redeveloped in a manner similar to the San Antonio 
River Walk. Spruce it up; put some restaurants, clubs, and shops, maybe even a hotel. Creating something like this would 
enable San Jose to have unique attraction in the Bay Area, and it would allow the city to develop more downtown without 
interfering with the ill-placed Mineta Airport. San Jose River Walk! 
 
- I would like to see Coyote Valley preserved as an outdoor education center for school age children to come and learn 
about the environment and science. Many of our high tech companies state that we need more students with math and 
science skills. What better way to use the land and keep it open for kids to explore and spool creativity.  
 
- I would like to see more "green" in SanJose, such as planting more plants, encougage more people to do recycle, 
especially reduce plactic bags usage, encourage consumer to use recycle bags for shopping. I think the government 
should do something about this. 
 
- I would like to see more collaborative relationships seen between San Jose's high tech companies and educational 
institutions, in an effort to foster a path towards ensuring our students acquire skills needed to succeed in the 21st 
century: collaboration, innovation, creativity, digital literacy. Employers are speaking out and noting a lack of these skills 
in their new employees coming out of school. So, let's see some economic support for education and partnerships be 
formed so we can make some much needed changes, instead of spiral downward in the midst of these budget cuts that 
are hurting our children's educational experiences so much. We need to be thinking outside the box and working 
together on this problem. Silicon Valley should be a model for solving this problem. 
 
- I would like to see more light rail going to different neighborhoods, encoourge all of San Jose to see it's beauty of 
different neighborhoods and learn from others who live and work in the neighborhoods. 
 
- I would like to see San Jose Beautify itself with more landscapping, less boxy buildings downtown. 
 
- I would love if we could get another sport here, maybe football or something. That would draw more people to come 
visit. Also maybe to participate in something big like the olympics. I loved it when the racing happened in downtown SJ - 
it got a ton of people together and I met more new people that day than in the last couple months leading up to that day. 
 
- I would love to see a more intimate feeling downtown area where we could feel comfortable spending time with our 
children and be engaged in the indoors as well as the outdoors. A blend of shopping, eating, museums and walking areas. 
 
- I would love to see more high rises in the downtown area. And it would be awesome to keep some open space open like 
in the South San Jose area. I miss the orchards that were everywhere growing up in San Jose! 
 
- I would love to see San Jose be a pioneer in fast and easily accessible public transportation, such as BART or Bullet Train 
 
- I would love to walk more in my city downtown so make it pretty and welcoming. Santana Row is a good model. Give us 
free parking between 6pm and midnight in downtown(everywhere). 
 
- I would take public transit to work, however it would add over 10 hours to my work week to do so. the lightrail also in 
inconvient to the airport, which is a big draw back to guests and resisdents alike.  
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- I would use public transportation if it went where I needed to go. I think the only time people use the light rail is to 
travel from the Blossom Hill area to the Children's Discovery Museum. Haha! Even if the light rail traveled along 280/680 
or 85, that would be convenient. I think collage students, like myself, could help solve your traffic congestion problems. I 
live and go to school in downtown but have been commuting to Sunnyvale for work (a miserable drive!) for a few years 
and the secret is, 208 gets super jammed with student traffic not worker traffic. Think about it, students use 280 to get to 
SJSU, DeAnza, West Vally, Mission, Evergreen, and Foothill! That's a lot of students! If we provided alternative 
transportation, to these campuses, we could cut down on a lot of cars. Besides, its hard for us students to afford cars 
anyway, we just do it because we have no other option. Solving the student's commute would clear out the roads and 
freeways, cut down on smog and pollution and reduce the need for so many unsightly and expensive parking garages and 
sprawling parking lots. Another growing concern is the unusually high number of breast cancer patients in our area. I 
have lived here all 25 years of my life and a vast majority of the long term residents I have known are fighting breast 
cancer (for example, out of six houses in a row on the street I grew up, 4 of the women are long term residents and three 
of them including my mom have breast cancer). There must be something in the water. It is worth researching because 
there is no point in making San Jose more desirable if we all have to move away to escape breast cancer. Remember the 
Fairchild plant that was closed a few decades ago...? Ya, look into it...  
 
- Id I have shopping to do, I'd much rather go to Palo Alto or even to Santa Row because there is a density of experience I 
can;t get in San Jose which seems unfortunately divided by roads and rails. Something about the width of the streets is 
unpleasant. I always like the museum however and the city is lovely during its once per year arts & tech event. It's not 
really a place people hang out after dark unless there is something bigger going on. 
 
- I'd like to have opportunity to sit on a committee for the arts 
 
- If San Jose is to grow taller, rather than outward, I think it's really important that it be scaled appropriately. For 
example, although parts of Japantown are adjacent to Light Rail, I would be against high rise developments that are near 
existing single family residences. Such tall buildings would take away from the character of the neighborhood. 
 
- If you look at communities like Palo Alto or Los Altos, the atmosphere of those cities is noticeably different from San 
Jose. It's not just about resident wealth, those cities have trees and landscaping that combat urban heat, clean the air, and 
make those cities appealing to live, work, and play. 
 
- If you look at the 10 largest cities in the US, of those ranked above San Jose, only Phoenix, Dallas and San Antonio lack a 
seaport. This is one of the things that has driven world class cities. So, without a seaport, San Jose has some catching up to 
do. Renovation of the airport is therefore a good thing. And as noted above, we need to get more top entertainment on a 
regular basis, like Broadway San Jose; and more pro sports teams and facilities. 
 
- I'm a little concerned that the elderly, the young, and the working people were mentioned, but no word of people with 
disabilities like my daughter, who has Down syndrome. I hope there are places for her to work & live here, too. 
 
- I'm all for high-rise development, but it should be limited to the downtown core and not flood over into surrounding 
residential neighborhoods. The focus on high-denisty housing along transit corridors is ridiculous and detrimental to the 
long-term health of the city. ALL developments (residential and commercial)should be required to provide enough 
parking so that cars don't overflow into the surrounding streets (that means at least two parking places for every two-
bedroom unit, etc. as well as guest/service parking). Public tranist is NOT a viable alternative for most people in the 
valley and it never will be. The City needs to stop trying to alter the way society functions through its policies - that is 
NOT the City's job. And contracts with unions should be renegotiated before basic city services are cut (i.e. get rid of the 
super-luxurious benefits package enjoyed by most city employees) 
 
- I'm not really sure what you can do about the entire area south of Downtown, from east to west. I have driven to places 
like Eastridge, which is a moonscape. Bulldoze them? Best thing is to do excellent infill that attracts people and then those 
other places will empty naturally. 
 
- I'm serious about the dogs! My partner and I skip MANY San Jose events, because we can't bring our dog with us. We 
ATTEND many San Francisco events BECAUSE our dog is welcome to attend with us. 
 
- I'm very proud of our brave and ambitious Green Initiative. Now let's put it all in place! 
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- Image-wise, I think San Jose should capitalize on its natural beauty and weather. The "Valley of the Heart's Delight" is 
far more appealing than "Silicon Valley." More public gardens, landscaping of roads and median strips, public swimming 
pools, parks and outdoor markets would be welcome. 
 
- improve transit solutions, improve the downtown attractions, bring in attractive retail businesses, provide more 
incentives for alternative transit. 
 
- Improvement of mass transit will attract more riders. 
 
- Improving public transportation by making it more reliable and convenient is a must if we want San Jose to grow in a 
sustainable fashion. 
 
- In all probability I should not have started to do this survey. I live too far from San Jose (Palo Alto) to maintain any 
regular interest. 
 
- In any questions that mentions walking, might also want to include biking which I would probably do more than walk 
around my where I live. 
 
- In future surveys I would include a comments section for each question for people to explain their reasoning.  
 
- In my opinion San Jose needs better landscaping along streets, especially the street trees should be replaced with 
various palm tree species to give San Jose that California feel to let San Jose to be unique then the rest of the Bay Area. 
San Jose is the largest city of the Bay Area and is very similar in culture to Los Angeles, we should continue to grow like 
that. 
 
- In order for San Jose to compete better, cheap and easy public transportation should be seriously considered; not only 
will it solve traffic congestion issues, it will also help promote tourism, better compete with San Francisco and other 
major cities where public transit is easily available and access. 
 
- In Q 17...I don't think cities should be involved in income balancing. 
 
- In reality, San Jose will need to grow taller and wider 
 
- In terms of general art of San Jose, I think it should stop pushing for the concept of being like San Francisco. This city 
seems to be always fighting to get out of the shadow of San Francisco and try to emulate it. I think playing by that game is 
good only if things are going that direction, but due to economic down turn and such it doesn't look too feasible. Instead, 
just going about what we're doing isn't a bad thing.  
 
- In terms of how the city should grow, the survey offered only 'up' or 'out'. I would propose a third option - 'multiple 
centers'. By this I mean creating neighborhood commercial, residential and industrial complexes that form clusters in 
different areas of the city - then link them with efficient mass transit. For example, I would envision high-rise buildings 
accommodating retail, residential and commercial use in areas like the 85/87 Junction, the 880/85 Junction, 
Reed/Hillview area near Eastridge, Alum Rock, Berryessa, Willow Glen, Evergreen/Silver Creek, and North First Street - 
basically encircling the exsting downtown area. This would give people options of where to live and allow each city sub-
center to develop a unique atmosphere, 'look' and 'feel'. 
 
- In the Alum Rock area there are many streets without sidewalks. This makes the street look unpleasant and unsafe. 
Discourages people from walking. Lighting is also poor.  
 
- In the first question, I feel all the options listed are important to the future of San Jose. The other important goals need 
to include being a green city, attracting good jobs and keeping a viable economy, bringing BART and high speed rail as 
well as other public transportation to our city, and last, but, not least providing good education for all, especially our 
children. 
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- In the next thirty years I plan on being a grandparent, so many of my answers are based on being a senior in San Jose 
who has gradchildren. 
 
- In the survey, there seemed to be an obsession with Cultural Arts and Entertainment. . . This seems to be stretching the 
boundaries of City Charter.  
 
- Incentives to keep San Jose clean and safe neighborhoods. 
 
- Increased density needs to respect older (pre-war) neighborhoods and commercial structures. Historic storefronts 
(corner stores, Stockton, 13th, San Carlos, Santa Clara, Alum Rock, Alameda, 1st St's) need to be recognized as an asset 
(instead of bulldozer bait). Look at Alameda, Petaluma, Berkeley, etc. Older shopping areas provide convenient, charming, 
attractive places to shop and live. Preservation is green/sustainable and creates locale, sustainable jobs. 
 
- Invest in our neighborhood parks because they are for everyone. 
 
- It appeared that when I put a spot into one space on one line it erased the spot I had put on another line??? In order to 
keep some spots, one had to give a false answer?? Also you only asked where one lives, there was no space to declare that 
there was financial involvement in S.J. and sometimes our ideas are importantr.. not just living in a community,but having 
$$$ involved makes a difference in responses. just a thought. 
 
- It is a good idea to give common people the opportunity so they can express their ideas !!! 
 
- it is becoming very expensive to park downtown. I appreciate the after 6 rates in some lots. 
 
- It really is important to feel safe in this city. Would really like to have a friendly neighboring places where children, men 
and women young and old will feel safe as well as really see the beauty of parks, architecture and art/cultral events. 
 
- It seems like San Jose is having a tough time attracting new businesses to the downtown. I feel this might have to do 
with the fact that downtown never recovered from the 2000 .com bubble burst and now we are in another recession. 
 
- It seems strange that there is so little activity in downtown San Jose on the weekends. And shouldn't there be a full 
bookstore in a college town?  
 
- It would be good to set up a program to showcase the work of local artists and musicians in government buildings and 
corporate offices all around San Jose. It would also be an improvement to sponsor a professional orchestra. There are few 
sources of classical music and high quality visual arts south of Palo Alto so the cultural assets that San Jose has should be 
supported.  
 
- It would be great to have our Jazz Festival compete with the Montreal one. When comparing, I find the SJ one lacking on 
all counts. In Montreal there are many stages that are free, over many blocks, with super entertainers. There are some 
paying concerts too.  
 
- It would be great to have safe areas for walking-as a country, we have huge issues with an unhealthy population. As a 
city, it would be great to help in any way to support a healthy lifestyle- safe places for walking, sport programs for every 
age, farmer markets, plazas for cultural activities. We already have a good start.  
 
- It would be helpful if, in the development of the future of San Jose, both citizens and politicians could, and would, 
remember the uniqueness of THIS area and ITS people, landscape, environment, geopgraphy - and development San 
Jose's future accordingly rather than compete and/or try to emulate other cities, (i.e. San Francisco, etc). San Jose could 
be an incredible city IF it is allowed to develop on its own. i.e., without the city dictated what kind of businesses can go 
where and they a year or two later change its mind and decide something else should go in. In the last 30 years, city 
officials have gotten in the way of a free and developing city core by dictating what stores, restaurants, clubs, etc could go 
in. I've seen successful businesses (a former Mexican restaurant by the Fairmont; successful clubs, etc.) forced out of 
their locations when the city has come into the area to "upgrade" - Let the city develop without orchestrating who or 
what could go in. It appears the vision of San Jose's future changes with whoever is the next city manager, mayor and/or 
council. First not enough palm trees, then too many palm trees; first a crusade to get rid of neon signage, then a quest for 
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more neon signage; first no outdoor sidewalk seating at restaurants, then encouragement of outdoor areas San Jose 
seems to be continually starting over.  
 
- it would be nice if people who were born and raised here could afford to buy a house here. 
 
- Item #17 fair chance does not mean subsidizing low income earners to enable them to live in neighborhoods they can't 
afford to live in based on their level of income. It does not mean to lower standards to accommodate those who cannot 
achieve the existing standards. This encourages mediocrity. 
 
- Item 22, Light rail and buses are not user friendly. If your going to devolop things like this to work you need them to go 
close to where the people work and live, have it get them there in a timely manor. I live in willow glen and it takes about 
45 minutes to walk to the station and ride light rail to Campbell, It costs about $3.50 for the ticket. I can drive there and 
be in my office in 15 minutes at a cost of about $2.00. I save 30 minutes and $1.50. 
 
- It's a great city to visit for cultural activities for those of us over the mountain, and has greatly improved over the last 
10-15 years. Keep it up! 
 
- It's difficult for some people to get their trash to the dump for several reasons. No truck, no one to lift and haul, expense, 
etc. (Assuming, of course, that most residents will actually remove trash from their yards). 
 
- It's not just PROXIMITY to public transit that matters. It's the SPEED at which the public transit system works that 
matters. (Not the speed of the vehicle, but the speed of the trip, including waiting time.) Now, a light rail train often has to 
stop at a signal to let single-passenger cars have priority over the train, so something's very, very wrong. Cities need to 
give away control over all traffic light signaling at light rail crossings, granting priority to light rail trains over all non-
emergency traffic, no matter how long gas guzzlers have to sit in traffic after a train passes by. Transit systems (Caltrain, 
BART, Light Rail, buses) need more 24-hour operations. Service after midnight is needed not just for people who DO use 
it then, but for those whose activities MAY be delayed and they MIGHT need to rely on transit service for a return trip. 
The effective speed of transit service shouldn't drop to zero (no service) for several hours per day.  
 
- It's the economy that is the most important. Build a strong economic base and everything else will fall in place. 
 
- I've lived here for almost 30 years but will never realize home ownership and will have to move out of state to retire. 
 
- Jose Jose needs a much better business friendly environment. They have scared away Oracle and 3000 employees. Bad 
policies such as living wage scares business away, higher healthcare costs such as Domestic partners is a failure. 
Unfriendly business environment. Water costs to much for businesses. High taxation in County and State of California and 
over regulated environment regulations are scaring business and young talent and older rich employees to move to other 
states and other countries. Change bad policies before it's to late. 
 
- Just put San Jose on the place it deserves. Big City and almost nowhere to go. 
 
- Keep libraries open. They are the done community resources that gives everyone an equal chance to succeed. 
 
- Keep our excellent newspaper alive. 
 
- keep the uniqueness of this city. 
 
- Leadership on all levels need to foster an environment that cares for the cultural institutions-all great citiesd have a 
combination of technology and the arts--Silcion Valley leaders forget that 
 
- Less police harrassment...more Nightclubs...Restaurant that serve its patrons late!  
 
- Lets have a little swing of the growth pendulium toward modeation slow it down please.  
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- Let's have some vision to make Silicon Valley and San Jose a special place. All the natural ingredients are available, but 
we must capitalize on our Guadalupe River Park / our Downtown / the Arts / the Port of Alviso... By connecting a few of 
the dots, we can create a better place for us all. 
 
- Let's improve SJ, by starting with reinforcing the columns that hold this city, like jobs, affordable housing, safety, 
community interaction, and social events. Then, we can create things like a strip or neighborhood of restaurants, clubs, 
museums...all about entertainment within walking distance from each other and public transportation. 
 
- Let's reverse decades of pedestrian neglected city planning today! Thank you for the opportunity to dream. 
 
- Light rail into downtown San Jose has been a boon. Parking in downtown SJ Monday through Friday is difficult and 
expensive.  
 
- Light rail is a mess. need to revamp the VTA Add moe track that will go places.  
 
- Light rail is too limited. People should be encouraged to use it. Maybe more ads are needed. 
 
- Light Rail needs to have faster run times. More trains? Would use public transportation more if it was more convienant. 
Was very pleased when the spur into Campbell was completed. Need another spur into the east side area to make 
commute easier for that side of the city. 
 
- Light Rail Pulic Transportation does not work very well in San Jose. From Blossom Hill Station to Civic Center takes 
approximatley 45-1hr travel time. I drive 15min instead of using mass transit. Mass transit should be for all not just the 
people who cannot afford a car. In addition, the light rail should access the Internation Airport quicker and easier. No 
changing trains or transfers, and straight shots from the area. Too long to get home or to the airport. Only used it once for 
airport travel not worth it. 
 
- Like I answered in the question above, I would walk or bike ride to neighborhood retail if it existed in my neighborhood. 
It will never happen though as the only large property in my neighborhood (that used to be home to a really convenient K 
mart store) has been developed into housing (known as the Fruitdale Station Development, which we have been 
continually lied to about, as there is none of the retail that was suppose to come along with it, the mixed use aspect of the 
parcel has yet to be seen, the construction of the retail we have been promised for years keeps on getting delayed, and 
even when it is complete, it will still not be enough to make up for the loss of both K mart and Albertsons. The closest 
things we have to a grocery is the few items Long's on Leigh carries or we have to make the drive to Food Maxx on 
Parkmoor or Trader Joe's in Campbell. Also, high rise developments would be a welcome addition to my neighborhood, it 
would turn blighted and under used/small parcels into ones capable of holding more residents, but once again, if it 
happens along the Vasona Light Rail line, retail will need to be provided for these new homes, at least a decent sized 
grocery store or San Jose will continue to loose out on tax dollars to Campbell, seeing as they have the grocery and retail 
my neighborhood does not. If it were not for the Pruneyard or Hamilton Plaza being nearby, the Sherman oaks area 
would be completely undesirable. 
 
- Like to see the Trail system expanded and completed with pavement. 
 
- Living in the downtown area and within 3 miles of my work, it would be nice to have safe bike paths to better access 
downtown shops, restaurants, and my job instead of driving such short distances. 
 
- Look at Santana Row. Downtown needs shops, etc to bring people. 
 
- Look at ways on how to connect the Guadalupe Park with maybe San Pedro Square (closed streets) add a Pike Market 
with year around local farmer's market and artist to support arts in San Jose. More designated bike lanes: Incorporate 
Portland's bike system would encourage more people to ride their bike, it is amazing system to watch. More outdoor 
cafes and out door festivals. 
 
- Low income residents who can't afford to have a car, have trouble relying on public transit to go to work, school, or to 
public parks, libraries, etc. 
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- Major public highways in the area are an eye-sore in addition to being heavily congested; they are an embarrassment 
for a city this size; ditto for San Jose Int'l Airport...poorly planned/designed, and "minor-league" level compared to 
similar sized cities. 
 
- Make a better effort to keep San Jose streets and sidewalks clean and maybe some flowers and trees. More parks and 
central outdoor squares. BART would be a great addition for transportation. 
 
- Make downtown a city that tourists would like to visit...you've missed the mark on that for years now. Where do visitors 
shop in downtown? What would they like to do in downtown? Look at Balitmore, New Orleans, NYC, Seattle, etc. Get 
some vision and make it happen. TOO much spending on developing plans that never materialize. 
 
- Make it more friendly for pedestrians and bicycle riders.Limit alcohol serving establishments in downtown 
area.Increase sidewalk cafes and restaurants.Widen sidewalks and cleaner streets. 
 
- Make it possible for people to live downtown in the business district. Make it possible to drive downtown w/out getting 
caught in the jam of cruisers. No wonder so few people show up for very cool cultural events, they don't connect with 
downtown and it is impossible to drive downtown. And, please, our public transportation is a joke for a city of 1 million. 
Left Coast Live sold 3,000 tickets! I believe my statement is the key to the problem; the downtown is not accessible or 
populated. Too bad the money spent on Santana Row to create an artificial environment couldn't have been leveraged for 
downtown to convert Santa Clara Street into a stately boulevard with green space, less grunge,nice shops, bistros and 
cafes. We don't need more expensive restaurants, you can see how that works with all of the closings (AP Stumps, Seven, 
etc.)We need safe places for regular folks to hang out. This is not a sophisticated population; the formula of high end 
condos and restaurants is not the right one for San Jose, that way of thinking excludes most of the population of the city. 
Look at Winter Wonderland/Christmas in the Park, that is whentthe "real" San Jose comes out. These are the under-
served 800,000+ citizens who don't have any place to go downtown.  
 
- Make public transit better for all. Ask the citizens of San Jose what they want specifically and then develop it. Develop 
downtown so that people will want to come. i.e. limit the bars, and make public transit better to get there. 
 
- Make San Jose an easy place to do business. This doesn't necessarily mean lowering environmental, design, and other 
standards. It means making rules as clear and simple to follow, and making all processes as streamlined as possible. Make 
this happen and it will be much easier to put the rest in place. I hear of too many project delayed due to unclear permit 
rules, with different inspectors offering different opinions. 
 
- Make San Jose one of the safest and drug free City for our youth and new generations to come.  
 
- Many of the more interesting neighborhoods ie. Japan Town and Willow Glen are in communities with low performing 
schools.  
 
- Many of the survey questions refer to "walking" as a form of transportation. I wonder how much thought is put into 
those who are "mobility challenged"  
 
- mayors need to do what they say in their campains and not change and make excuses after even if they are wrong later. 
also if they are to bring major sports, they should go full tilt; its a shame big city no football stadium or baseball stadium. 
CITY WITH NO GUTS". 
 
- More areas like Santana Row. Very "euro", family-friendly, and safe. 
 
- More bike lanes. 
 
- More parking near train and light rail stations so that I can park my car, and take public transportation to airport while 
on business trips. Wish Caltrains was more frequent too. 
 
- more restaurants (small and large) would be great within the residential communities. 
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- Most of the questions seemed to assume that walking was not a current choice, which I already do frequently. Also, the 
plan didn't seem to incorporate the possibility of scooters as transportation. For example, where I currently live I have 
acess to most of what I need, so my plan is to get a scooter and utilize this for groceries and other shopping rather than 
the car. I opted to NOT answer the race question 1) because those questions irritate me, and 2) many Americans are so 
mixed that to constantly pick one category seems ridiculous, and 3) to ask that seems to fly in the face of the definition od 
civersity. The general plan should focus on ensuring that all activities whatever their basis in heritage is available to all, 
not that each and every heritage is represented because invariably someone will feel left out for whatever reason. 
Technically, Engish is a third language for me and my relativesand I had to learn English. I don't have cashiers, voting 
material, and/or signage in any of my first 2 languages and I sometimes wonder why. 
 
- My friends and I have had experiences with SJPD where we felt the police officer could have been sensitive to his choice 
of words concerning race.  
 
- My neighborhood Spartan Keyes was part of the SNI plan and was promised parks and better living conditions in 
exchange for housing, all we received was low income housing with no promised parks or schools, in fact, a charter 
school wanted to come to our neighborhood but was turned down by the city. In addition our park fees from housing fees 
were taken way for other neighborhoods 
 
- My only addition would be have as a goal the creation of a city where people would truly be able to enjoy their lives on a 
daily basis, feeling comfortable and safe to walk, work and play in a working functional neighborhood that supported all 
of their needs, like a village, where you wouldn't have to travel a great distance to find that "comfortable place" to hang 
out. Think of farmers markets, outdoor restaurants, small unique businesses, great local schools, libraries, community 
centers and recreational areas. San Jose is well on it's way in lots of its neighborhoods. Planning doesn't always have to 
mean doing it for a community, as much as allowing it to happen and supporting it. 
 
- Need more practical shops like Pennys, Macys, etc. 
 
- Neighborhoods need to be able to access the walking and bike trails. Often we have to cross freeway on ramps and off 
ramps making it unsafe to get to the trails. There would be more walking and biking going on if that problem was solved. 
 
- No, everything is fine:) 
 
- None of these wonderful ideas will happen unless San Jose becomes a better place for employers to set up shop. 
 
- Not an elaboration as much as a comparison. Try to make San Jose more like Austin Texas. I have family in Austin and I 
treasure our visits because there are so many outdoor, cultural, and culinary pursuits. The camera cinemas should be 
more like the Alamo Draft House. If you have ever been there, its a cinema experience like no other. I do not believe that 
San Jose should sprawl like Austin, but perhaps to construct a city center where culture and sport are connected to 
housing so cars are unnecessary. Additionally, as a parent, I have found it VERY hard to find child care. My husband is a 
2nd grade school teacher and his salary puts us above the cutoff for head start and other programs. Yet, he does not make 
enough money to actually pay outright for child care/preschool for our children. I am a full time student as SJSU and the 
facility on campus would cost us $50.00 per day. We would have to pay 250 dollars a week per child equaling to 2000 
dollars a month we cannot afford. Perhaps some exceptions can be made for the children of city workers like teachers, 
police officers and fire fighters?  
 
- Not everyone wants to live like warehouse chickens. Those that do, can move to that city up north.  
 
- Not on the list of options was the fact that San Jose needs to develop a theme of some kind to draw visitors; Milwaukee - 
Festivals, many cities - riverwalks with cafes and shops. etc. We need something different to attract visitors.  
 
- Note the response to the last question on the survey. Might want to do something about it. 
 
- Note, some of the questions did not accept my responses. Bummer! 
 
- Nothing nicer than newly paved roads. Such a difference traveling from California into Oregon. Our Roads are Shameful. 
Beautiful Highways make for a beautiful State. 
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- number 18 did not provide place for me to mark where i actually heard about the project - city of san jose main web site 
page 
 
- Number 22 I wish I could add crime. 
 
- On Q 22, public transport : more Ligth trains and bus routes 
 
- On question 9, I would have preferred to have had a box to check called NEITHER! 
 
- On some of the questions I couldn't enter my responses without loosing another response. 
 
- Once and for all, clean up government. Gt rid of all the professional politicians,lobbyists, and special interest group. 
Reform Tort Law once and for all.  
 
- One problem that nobody addresses as we talk about growth is where we are going to get the water to provide all these 
people with the ability to turn on their taps for a drink, a shower, or to flush their toilets. San Jose's infrastructure needs 
so much updating as it is, how can we put more stress on a system that is already failing and need to be brought into the 
new millinium. Our Water District has asked us to conserve 15% or more this last year...What are we doing insisting we 
grow our population? To me, the solution is simple, very clear-cut. No water, no more people. Why is that so hard to see? 
What is wrong with being a city of around 1 million, why aim for 1.5 when no one will have a job, water to drink, a place 
to play, and safe streets to drive, ride or walk on. What is so good about that???? 
 
- One thing that I would love to see is a cafe with a patio and tables that extends down to the Guadalupe River. It is one of 
our best and most underutilized features. Near Paolo's Restaurant would be perfect. 
 
- One way to eliminate "bad parts of town" is to inspire residents to work hard at their job/schooling, in their families and 
in volunteer efforts to make life in San Jose good for everyone.  
 
- Opportunity for capital poor, start-up businesses in higher density areas where trying to develop more urban 
residential spaces. 
 
- Our age influences our responses to this survey. We are too old to require some of the things listed that would have 
been attractive earlier like playgrounds and sports field. I would like them to be consider too for other people. 
 
- Our church host a lot of homeless feeding events. I see a lot of people that are strong enough to work...and I had talked 
to many that are smart enough to hold a job but decide to break the government by being lazy and dependent. 
 
- Our light rail system doesn't go to the airport or SF or Valley Fair or connect to BART. I was very much for it but it was 
made to go nowhere. No thinking ahead. What a waste. 
 
- our police & fire departments are the best, but could use more people to help with our growing population. 
 
- Parking in San Jose is generally horrible, and is a major reason why I try to avoid going anywhere downtown. It is 
expensive, and not generally family friendly. I'm frustrated that in developing new bldgs and facilities, parking reductions 
are common. 
 
- Parking is a problem for the downtown. If you want people to come that live outside, create a better parking option. 
Public transport to neighboring towns could help this problem. Create a light rail that goes down stevens creek blvd to 
downtown and carries on to the east side. Help the businesses and non-profits, that are a draw to people, to survive. 
Create better parks like San Francisco, Chicago, New York City that actually draw people there. What makes other cities a 
destination place? Develop areas that are unique to us, like the old adobes and make an old towne San Jose, China Town, 
Japan Town, Arts area, etc. Why was Santa Row not in Downtown? Give businesses better incentives that invest 
downtown. Sports stadiums.  
 
- Parking is truly extremely stressful when you are required to visit the court buildings for whatever reason that may be!! 



246 
 

San Jose Envision 2040 Plan Wikiplanning On-Line Civic Engagement Campaign 
 

 

 
- People like to live in single family homes, but the 2-3 story rat mazes being built are not built for seniors or anyone 
really. We should be building multi-story buildings with great sound insulation. As the City goes taller its important that 
residents at least feel like they have their own space. 
 
- PEOPLE LIVE HERE NEED TO RESPECT THIS CITY BEFORE WE WILL EARN ANY RESPECT. THERE ARE TIMES I'M IN 
OTHER CITIES THINKING THERE SHOULD BE A CERTAIN RESTAURANT/BAR IN SAN JOSE. HOWEVER, NO ONE WOULD 
COME AFTER A FEW WEEKS DUE TO PEOPLE WHO DONT RESPECT OTHER PROPERTIES SO IT WOULD HAVE TO BE 
PRICED OUT WHERE THE BUSINESS WOULDNT SUCCEED OR CLOSE TO THE CLIENTELE ITS ATTRACTING.  
 
- Perhaps make the traffic less congested 
 
- Plans for safer neighborhoods, downtown development should include artists' live/work spaces-well proven to improve 
neighborhoods and civic life. 
 
- Please clean up downtown. It was a jewel when I was a kid, and now it is a dump. City planners have done stupid stuff 
like mix beautiful buildings like the California Theatre in the midst of a bunch of trashy who-bars. Not great planning for 
either set of patrons. Pick identities for areas of downtown and then follow it through. Mixed medifores never work. If 
you want to be a well used city, you have to be planned out like a well thought out city.  
 
- Please find ways to add a professional sports complex to our city to include shops , restaurants, cafes, public parking/ 
public transportation ... all multi level , if needed ! The media loves to talk sports .. why not have San Jose on major news 
highlights? Bonus ... tax revenues !  
 
- Please keep overbuilt houses out of neighborhoods with small single family dwellings. It takes away the charm of the 
older neighborhoods. Someone must be approving these hideous plans. 
 
- Please kindly concentrate on building new jobs so that people won't have to move out of San Jose. 
 
- Please note that building transit oriented developments without planning for BETTER public transportation 
accessibility does not automatically means residents will change their dependence on "one person per car". San Jose need 
to plan for recruitment of high quality jobs in order to meet the demands of the population growth as well decrease 
traffic congestions and encourage usage of public transportation throughout the city. 
 
- Please put an emphasis on preserving and improving the open spaces of San Jose. Open space, parks and trails are 
valuable assets to our well being and provide an important sense of connectivity to nature in our urban landscapes. 
Remember that once open spaces develop, its hard - if not impossible - to get them back. 
 
- Please stop permitting developers from building so many of these unsightly high-rise condominiums that are 
unaffordable for most and are becoming an eyesore. The do not improve the skyline of our fair city in any way 
whatsoever. I am told most of them stand half empty as no one is willing to pay such high living costs. Thanks for 
listening. 
 
- Please tray to re-imagine a City of San Jose that operates like a high performance engine with jobs that cut-across high 
tech, schools that provide students with opportunities to become part of the economic base, and a richly painted social 
fabric of activities, attractions, and events.  
 
- Police force should work WITH and FOR citizens who pay their salaries. 
 
- Preserve as many of our historical buildings as possible and adapt them for re-use. 
 
- Probably of equal importance in having a connected trail system, is making the trails safe. There are many homeless 
people on the trails near the freeways and one of them threatened to kill my 12 year-old neighbor as he held up a knife. I 
no longer feel safe letting my children ride their bikes by themselves on the trails across the street from where I live. It 
would be helpful to have more services (mental health) and shelters available for the homeless, although I know some 
will choose not to take advantage of them. 
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- Promote safety and security around neigborhoods by providing more police patrol. I think this is the biggest issue in 
East and South San Jose. There is too much crime that goes unnoticed by the media and the City. 
 
- promote tours and festivals of the many diverse histroical neighborhoods for new tourist interest 
 
- Providing a range of housing and transportation for the huge range of people and age groups in this city is key. From a 
dense, vibrant urban center focused on high rise living, services within walking distance and rail transporation. To quiet, 
clean suburban neighborhoods dominated by single family homes with interspersed higher density villages for 
apartments, condos and shopping.  
 
- Public education in San Jose is in a deplorable state, made worse by over-taxing the system will the children of illegal 
immigrants. Speaking out about this issue openly and honestly should not cast a shadow of racism. It is American. Illegals 
have no right to my child's future in San Jose. 
 
- public safety spending is bankrupting the city's budget 
 
- Public transportation needs to be realistic to be used. If you can drive some place in 15 minutes but it takes 50 minutes 
using public transportation with lots of walking, that is not realistic. Oh to have the New York City subway system... That 
was so nice. 
 
- Put live people at the city lots. I know they cost money, but those jobs are important. And parking revenue is important 
to the city budget. You think you SAVE money by cutting those attendant's jobs. I don't think so. I think you drive people 
away from parking in those lots because of the difficulty, the broken machines, the feeling that their is no security 
there...no one watching you car at night. I want to see more LIVE people working city lots and I want to see more FREE 
parking throughout the city core. 
 
- Put the focus on development into all the empty downtown store fronts. I've often thought of opening an art 
gallery/artist co-op but downtown is a ghost town during the day beyond the homeless people.  
 
- Q 17: seemed like the two choices were the same / an error perhaps 
 
- Q1 I would split out the answer "Quality Education & Services" into 2 sections. I'd vote for Quality Education as a top 3 
necessary feature, but not generic, unspecified services. The latter category is too broad. Some of those services are good, 
others are boondoggles. 
 
- Question #18: I learned about this online project through the San José Public Library, Alviso branch. The city's library 
system is excellent. I frequent the Alviso branch regularly and find their staff and services to be outstanding. 
 
- Question #6 - couldn't rank trail and outdoor cafe both ones, survey isn't set up to allow it. 
 
- Question #7 does not allow me to check more than one box with #5. I would have checked all of the first 4 questions 
with #5. As I moved down to check another with #5, it erased the previous #5. The text of question #11 makes no sense 
in the English language: "...should be promoted to would most effectively..." Huh? 
 
- QUESTION 11.MISSPOKE: "TO WOULD MOST" !!!WHO'S YOUR EDITOR? QUESTION 19. GET MORE CATAGORIES: I HAVE 
FRIENDS THAT ARE BLACK EUROPEANS, NOT AFRICAN AMERICANS. THEY HAVE LIVED FOR GENERATIONS IN 
FRANCE AND ARE NOT AFRICAN AMERICAN, DO NOT RELATE TO AFRICAN AMERICANS AND ARE MORE 
COMFORTABLE WITH FRENCH,GERMANS,ITALIANS, SPANIARDS AND CANADIANS, ETC. ALSO...I MUCH DISLIKE THE 
'WHITE' CATAGORY AS IT IS WAY TO GENERAL. AS A WHITE FIRST GENERATION (BORN IN U.S.) I HAVE STRONG 
EUROPEAN CULTURAL/FAMILY TIES,IN THE SAME WAY FIRST GENERATION BORN IN U.S. MEXICANS OR VIETNAMESE 
HAVE. I PROPOSE A CATAGORY CALLED, 'EUROPEAN HERITAGE'. IT WOULD BE FOR MY BLACK FRIEND AND ME AS WE 
RELATE TO EACH OTHER CULTURALLY AND HERITAGE WISE MORE THAN WITH OTHER CATAGORIES. 
 
- Question 11: "Which of the following should be promoted to would most effectively draw visitors to San Jose?" is a 
victim of some really bad grammar or extra word or missing word or something - it makes no sense. 
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- Question 17 is a veiled question. All cities should give residents a fair chance to suceed in the economy. What exactly 
would be the plan to reduce income differences between rich and poor? Are you talking about taxing the rich more or 
giving lower income families a break on cable and utilities? Without specifics this quetion cannot be answered. 
 
- Question 17 provides an odd choice. Without definitions as to what "giving everyone the opportunity" or "reducing the 
differences" mean, it is difficult to answer properly. San Jose should strive to reduce/eliminate homelessness, have good 
jobs available for residents (that means decent wages, benefits and environment) and provide excellent transit to get to 
work without single passenger automobiles. 
 
- Question 22: When I first moved here two years ago it seemed to be a lot more safe. But this year I know of several 
people who have or gotten close to dangerous, unsafe situations. Including myself who was almost attacked by a gang the 
other day. 
 
- Question 3. Would you be encouraged to walk more as a form of transportation if your... (Mark all that apply.) An option 
should be: If my place of residence is close to work; then YES, I would walk more. The price of residence is what caused 
me to move so far away. My neighborhood is descent. 
 
- Question 6 & 7 are the same, please fix.  
 
- question 6 and 7 are the same. thank you for the survey, hope this will help improve the city of san jose 
 
- Question 9 is mileading. We can grow taller in the suburbs where there may be better access to freeways. Your 
statement that the hillsides would be lost to growth if we don't grow "up" downtown is incorrect. Also, downtown has no 
medical facility yet the City wants thousands of more residents, many elderly/retirees, to live here. Makes no sense. This 
survey glosses over the liveable communities we have here. SJ has an incredible amount of well maintained, 100 year old 
housing stock in downtown. It is near mass transportation. Many residents walk downtown to enjoy its activites and 
amenities. These homes provide a sense of place that if destroyed in the name of supporting high rises/transportation 
hubs, would be a great shame. The city would be destroying what it states it wants to create: charming, walkable, 
attractive, safe neighborhoods. This city has lost sight that travelers and future residents look at a location's past to 
determine how liveable or intriguing a place is. Many historic centers are tourist attractions. Tearing down the old 
merely replaces it with a modern , forgetable building.  
 
- question about people having a fair chance to succeed: how is fairness defined? Qualtity of education/school and their 
facilities is still variable and that highly impacts the base from where someone can launch from to other opportunities.  
 
- Question number 17 is odd. Stop worrying about the poor and the rich and the economy. Fix the budget. Stick to it. Make 
education, arts, parks a priority. Education is key. Spend some time questioning the local non-profits that for years have 
balanced their budgets on a shoe string and provided some of the best programs in the community. Maybe you will learn 
something valuable. I think it must be very challenging to be in your position now. But look to the future. Be Bold!  
 
- Questionnaire didn't offer "other" categories. Too structured. 
 
- Questions 2, 4, 6, and 7 blocked me from answering all inquiries: for example, if I choose "1" for an inquiry, I couldn't 
seem to choose "1" for any other inquiry w/o eliminating the answer to the earlier question. 
 
- Quit adding more stores, housing etc. to Santana Row and Valley Fair area. If you want people to go downtown, make it 
more attractive with good stores, restaurants, cultural events, housing, etc. Also make it affordable to park or put in more 
parking garages. Make it the place that people want to go. 
 
- Quit wasting money on the "arts" and "culture". There is a reason why the arts need public money- no one goes and no 
one is willing to pay. Think SJ-Rep & SJ Mexican Heritage. If these art & culture programs are so valuable to the 
community why doesn't anyone go?  
 
- re: #22 build that on business of all sizes and types and do so by removing cost, time and other roadblocks that send 
business to nearby cities or out of state. 
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- Recently, there has been noticeably more activity attempting to inspire more community and culture based activities in 
San Jose. It is so inspiring to think that we are working toward making this city artistically, culturally, musically and all 
kinds of activity rich. I hope to someday say that San Jose is a desirable destination city that rivals the scenes of San 
Francisco and Oakland. There seem to be a lot of younger, working age, creative individuals that are moving out of San 
Jose to San Francisco and the East Bay for better quality of life and more cultural and community activity choices. If we 
can keep the artists, musicians and 'creative' individuals in San Jose, the city has a better chance of going through a 
metamorphosis into a desirable community for people from all walks of life. Who wants to live, work and play in a boring 
city with no access to culture and creativity? 
 
- Regarding #7 I am retired, have no "work place" 
 
- Regarding item #4 - San Jose needs to get tougher about urban blight abatement and their sources, especially in the 
neighborhoods surrounding the city center, before implementing any improvements for bicyclists or pedestrians.  
 
- Regarding public transportation. I live off Park Ave. in the Rose Garden area. I have to drive down Park to get to the city 
center. What a shame. It'd be nice to have street cars that wound there way around Park Ave., downn the Alameda to HP 
Pavilion and to the airport. I am not talking about ugly buses but people friendly transports as in Bordeaux, San 
Francisco, Portland and other great places. 
 
- Regarding Question 1, all of the vision statements are worthy goals.  
 
- Regarding question 17, San Jose should not be in the business of creating 'living wage' minimums. This is anti-business 
and anti-capitalism. Many service industry jobs were never intended for persons who head households. Instead, San Jose 
should be in the business of providing ample vocational schools for persons who cant or wont enter traditional colleges 
or high schools. 
 
- Regarding question 9, neither answer is what I would like to see how. Build the high rises in the downtown area and in 
only certain corridors near public transportation, but leave the foothills and the traditional neighborhoods alone. Also, 
encourage neighborhoods near VTA lightrail and the train stations to use these alternate methods of transportation by 
ensuring there are crosswalks connecting these older neighborhoods to the stations.  
 
- Regarding question number one. It is not the government’s role (local, state, or federal) to achieve “economic equity” or 
“providing job opportunities for all”. The goal of government should be to ensure services, programs, policies, 
regulations, municipal code, fees, and taxes are structured in a manner that encourages and facilitates individuals and 
businesses seeking the opportunity for economic growth and stability within a healthy and thriving environment.  
 
- Regarding Questions 6 and 7, it only allows you to check 1 answer. 
 
- Regarding the area is South San Jose where Cisco was going to build on, but then pulled out, I'd like to see the area left 
as it is. What's wrong with leaving as it is? I'd like to see a Councilperson champion the cause of leaving it as it is. 
 
- Reno is reviving its river area, in downtown, with a world class kayaking area, river walkway and restaurants. It is 
becoming a destination city (I never thought I would say that of Reno :-) San Jose can do the same. 
 
- Rent and Home prices in San Jose and neighboring cities are extremely too high. Especially if you want to live in an area 
where you feel safe. Hence we have more and more people traveling hundreds of miles each day to San Jose only to work 
and right after work back to a cheaper city. This is a big loss of revenue for the City of San Jose. I don't have the answers 
but perhaps we need to penalize owners who charge too much for rent and create a program that helps citizens buy 
homes....ensuring there aren’t soo many hoops to jump over to get the GRANT, there are options for buying a home that is 
not in an income restricted area, and grant income limits, if any, are not soo low. 
 
- rere 
 
- Restore the Old City Seal. The current one is ugly and a knockoff of the Sunnyvale Seal. 
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- Roadway medians need greenery, better lighting, and improved road conditions (traffic light timing, improved road 
condition) Neighborhoods would look better with more trees and better lighting.  
 
- safety is the key I will not go to the arena it is creepy at night. i will go to other towns to go to a movie. public 
transportation is not safe when you are alone. and parking fees for down town I go else where. market. the guadulupe it 
could be like central park in NYC carriage rides from the airport to hotels down town think out of the box. good 
restraunts along the way.. tavern on the green. steak house and a japanese place at kelley park, again places that draw 
folks for good dining. light up the Japaneds garden for night events. again folks need to feel safe.. 
 
- Safety must be a high priority or nothing else has value 
 
- Safety should not required a paramilitary state at 2:00 a.m., not union chiefs speaking like schoolyard bullies, not 
council members defending both instead of seeking compromises not defined by political party or who 'wins' 
 
- San Jose also needs to find a recipe for downtown retail so that the usage is more 24 hours. Quite the opposite of many 
city centers, downtown San Jose is relatively vacant during the day while it bustles after work. Friday Farmers Market is a 
great attractor, but the formula for retail is not yet discovered. Black Sea Gallery couldn't find clients downtown, despite 
the opening of many new residences in the high rise towers. Ross Dress for Less, while it is a fine store, may not support a 
high-value business model required to support high-rise, high-density, more costly construction. 
 
- San Jose as a city will be more successful if downtown is a safer and better place to spend time. Santana Row is a good 
example - pedestrian-friendly, good retail mix, easy access. This model works on many large cities worldwide where 
traffic is not prioritized at every turn. 
 
- San Jose builds too many houses, too many shops, too many stores, and is not paying attention to the environment. 
Example: Coyote Valley. Thank god there is no immediate plan to build a new city. What an awful idea! 
 
- San Jose can be better (than Tokyo, Sydney, New York...) if local government can build up transportation system, good 
schools district, better airport and world class museums. 
 
- San jose can sink into the mire of higher cost to maintain our way of life or it can become greener,more inclusive and 
diverse!!! 
 
- San Jose City council should support an increase of 20% for commercial properties, over their current assesed rate. This 
would balance budgets, increase transportation, and fund our schools, all of which makes a great business enviroment.  
 
- San Jose could be as wonderful as San Francisco, and as desirable a place to live/work/play. There needs to be a 
CENTER that feels like the heart of the city, and there needs to be a very easy, affordable way to get around for every 
mode of travel, but mostly public transportation. 
 
- San Jose has a great deal of promise, to take advantage of this we should be cutting waste in city government and 
leaving more to the innovative businesses that put San Jose on the map. San Jose has to compete with other cities in the 
bay area; let's not fall behind because we want to continue wasteful pet projects. 
 
- San Jose has a great opportunity to become a vibrant, lively, livable city, but we need to make the right choices. We have 
amazing weather and a flat terrain that are fantastic for bicycling - only if employers offer shower & storage facilities, 
only if bike routes are signed, safe, and well-promoted, and only if unsafe drivers are taken off the road. We have a 
wonderfully diverse population that brings many cultures, languages, and cuisines together - but only if people can afford 
to live here, small local businesses can afford to start here, national monocultural corporate chains are held away, and 
active restaurant districts are promoted.  
 
- San Jose has an excellent inter-modal public transportation system 
 
- San Jose has come a long way from the time I moved South 15+ years ago. Lots of improvements are already done. Keep 
them coming, if you can $budget it! 
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- San Jose has many assets however more consideration needs to be placed on families raising children with Special 
Needs. Not all SJ living environments is suited for the disabled. The ones that are, are very costly. 
 
- San Jose has squandered several opportunities to become world class by pushing "district" interests (e.g., Santana Row, 
North San Jose, Santana Row, South San Jose/Coyote Valley) and encouraging sprawl at the expense of a vibrant 
downtown and traditional, connected neighborhoods. Transit has been allowed to deteriorate, forcing reliance on cars 
and resulting in a bedroom community culture and disconnecting what could be a vibrant city. 
 
- San Jose has the start of what could be a dynamic downtown, but there is not enough to draw people and keep them 
there. Yes I can have dinner, but then what? I can't even get coffee after dinner because they are closed. If I didn't live 
here it would not be on my list of places to visit.  
 
- San Jose is a beautiful, culturally diverse city. I like the mayor's green vision. If we could just make it more pedestrian 
and biker friendly (www.theworld.org has an article on Amsterdam's biking infrastructure)it would decongest 
downtown, environmentally friendly, and would make the quality of life a lot better. 
 
- San Jose is a great place to live and we muus preserve what we have...... 
 
- San Jose is a lively place to live in - it has everything to offer. Gangs, poverty and blighted neighborhoods and high traffic 
congestion make San Jose its luster. 
 
- San Jose is a terrific city whose diversity and amenity is not well understood in much of the rest of the Bay Area. San 
Jose has more and more become a real city, but it needs better walking conditions and better transit to realize more of 
that potential. 
 
- San Jose is a wonderful city, we just need more art and better equality in education. The children in low income 
communities deserve to have the same level of education that the high income communities have in their schools. 
 
- San Jose is already too spread out with suburban single homes and not enough mix of uses, which leads to a very dull 
street scene. 
 
- San Jose is an unrealized treasure. There could be walking and bike trails along the creeks and opportunities to stop and 
enjoy. With this there needs to be public bathrooms and small places to replenish with a cold drink. There needs to be 
park police on patrol on horseback or bicycles for safety. The weather is nice in San Jose, and what an asset this would be. 
Cultural events could be held parkside in the summer months with outdoor theatre or festivals. In fall, the city could 
celebrate it's migrating salmon with a festival/fair. Who knows, maybe thi city could grow up some day to rival San 
Francisco. 
 
- San Jose is BIG geographically. The neighborhoods would be better served by having local main streets that are 
pedestrian and bicycle friendly. 
 
- San Jose is fabulous, but one culture seem to be dominating regions (Vietnamese) and I do not feel accepted by this 
group 
 
- San Jose is headed in the right direction and I'm proud to live and be a part of its future. We have great pubic leadership, 
schools and community events.  
 
- San Jose is too "sleepy" for its size. I like San Francisco, but I visit there, I don't live there. I don't want to live in San 
Francisco, but I would like San Jose to expand itself a little. 
 
- San Jose is unpleasant for pedestrians and bicyclists. The city needs narrower, slower streets, with more "shopping 
streets" for people to stroll down. 
 
- San Jose is zoning its way out of jobs. While I realize that many manufacturing and industrial businesses have been 
lured to other less expensive areas, it is still vitally important to try to keep jobs in San Jose and to maiuntain a strong tax 
base. While housing is and will continue to be an inportant factor, the fees collected by the city for housing do not cover 
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the infrastructure deficit created by the housing. San Jose needs to be economicaaly strong in order to weather the 
current economic crisis and provide for future needs. 
 
- san jose must never forget it's history. certain area's are over populated 
 
- San Jose needs more job-centers . . . green manufacturing.  
 
- San José needs to become a world leader in becoming a greener place for people to live, visit and enjoy for future 
generations! 
 
- San Jose needs to consider the residents who own dogs, and create places/events where the "whole family" can attend. 
For many people their dogs are their family, especially as the population ages. Pet-friendly housing, shopping, parks, 
restaurants, and events would draw a lot of people into San Jose. Living downtown is no place for a kind dog owner to 
live. There is limited access to a doggy potty or green space, and very few quality places to hang out together (that accept 
dogs). In addition, a dog owner is prohibited from riding mass transit into or out of the city with their dog. Look at the 
popularity of dog parks these days and you'll see people's priorities: dogs, parks, friends, outdoors, exercise. 
 
- San Jose needs to focus on culture and art. Have more venues to show case artists work and venues for local musicians 
to play. San Jose should have more Venues like the Blank Club that have live bands and less lounge style clubs. 
 
- San Jose needs to get their finances under control. That means not letting the police and fire people kick them around. 
The benefits they get are outrageous. That also means streamlining City Staff (all of them) to make less people more 
productive. The ship needs to be run a lot tighter. 
 
- San Jose needs to get with it and grow up. We need more creative minds on the Council and in the planning department. 
Far, far too many projects are approved that end up being eyesores. The Taylor Street bridge is a perfect example of 
seriously confused aesthetics. It is an abomination, but typical of bad architectural approvals by Councils over the past 
few decades. Whatever that monstrosity is at San Carlos and Bird is another one. I would like to know just what the 
planning department and Council had been smoking when they approved such architectural bombs, or more likely, who's 
palms were greased. Interesting that there are no questions in this survey about proper Council and planning behaviors 
required for any of the Envison plan to take shape. 
 
- San Jose needs to have more family events either downtown or in local neighborhoods. These events should be highly 
advertised, and should not be of a long distance from many homes. 
 
- San Jose needs to start acting like a big city, we are already (sometimes reluctantly) headed in that direction. We are so 
fortunate to still have an opportunity to plan and provide input to make San Jose one of the greatest cities in the world.  
 
- San Jose needs to work harder to attract entertainment that would enrich the experience of residents, improve our local 
identity, attract local visitors, and stimulate the economy. This requires large projects- cornerstones- such as major 
professional sports franchises and museum franchises. 
 
- San Jose prides itself as a hotbed of innovation. While that is true in high tech, it is patently untrue when it comes to city 
departments. It's time for innovative policies to come to city hall.  
 
- San Jose public schools current have a huge disparity in SAT/ACT scores. Such disparities are largely due to inequities in 
services and quality of teaching amongst other factors. In order to succeed as an economic engine and create 
opportunities we need to equip our children by providing them academic, musical, arts and cultural resources when in 
school.  
 
- San Jose really needs to focus on improving our Downtown. If you start in the center and work your way out I think that 
would improve everyone's lifestyle in San Jose. Building more architecturally significant and interesting buildings would 
be a start. Boring buildings make for a boring city. We should use our Innovation and technology to our advantage. We 
should partner more with our local high tech companies to come up with Innovative ideas for improving residents daily 
lives. I just look to Denver for an idea of reinvigorating a downtown. I have visited Denver several times over the years 
and it seems to get a nicer downtown each time. People actually want to go downtown for entertainment and to eat. 
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- San Jose should be a city that promotes opportunity and an "equal chance to succeed" not a Marxist/Socialist place that 
"reduces the income differences between the richest and the poorest". Taking from the rich and giving to the poor is not 
American; generosity, kindness, open-handedness and charity (giving in love) are. America was not built on a welfare 
state but on individual initiative. 
 
- San Jose should be more mindful of its special history in California. This is California's first city, but you would hardly 
know it from the lack of publicity and nurturing of that status. 
 
- San Jose should become a leader in renewable sources of energy and "green" building practices. We have the ability to 
accomplish this... let's go for it. 
 
- San Jose should continue to make moves towards acquiring professional sports teams. 
 
- San Jose should develop on existing areas rather than developing out over the boundaries. Example: redevelop San 
Carlos businesses and communities to create a brigeway between downtown San Jose, MidTown and West San Jose. 
 
- San Jose spends it's tax dollars on water guzzling golf courses and infrequently used out of the way places like the Hayes 
Mansion. If it were to spend more $$ on creating a people-friendly downtown (including a less hazardous light rail 
system that sneaks up on pedestrians) it would serve it's community better.  
 
- San Jose would be a better place to live if we could provide free visual / performane arts workshops to children from 0 
to 18 years old so that they won't have time to involve in gang activities. 
 
- San Jose, a city of 1,000,000, has a terrible transportation system. BART needs to be brought to SJ ASAP. The fact that CA 
High Speed Rail will stop in San Jose means that BART must be built at the same time otherwise connecting to/from San 
Jose to the East Bay won't be possible. Geographically, San Jose is ideally located and good mass transportation will allow 
everyone in the South Bay to reach the entire Bay Area. But when will this happen? 
 
- San Jose's downtown desperately needs good solid retail and better looking streets and buildings. Consider the garden 
city model to bring beauty to the downtown area. 
 
- San Jose's tiny and historic Downtown needs to be preserved. The systematic destruction of early structures in order to 
replace them with high-rise apartments is one more misguided redevelopment strategy. 
 
- Shopping placed sporadically along the Guadalupe River downtown would ensure safety from the number of shoppers 
thus encouraging people to take advantage of the walking path. 
 
- Should have never allowed Santana Row to be built. It causes traffic back ups and detracts from the original downtown 
San Jose. More of a downtown atmosphere in downtown. More schools and more parks. 
 
- Social equity, being green and having good public transportation are all good, but without great jobs, affordable housing, 
good school and entertainment, people aren't going to come.  
 
- Some answer would have been better if I could have just said yes or no.  
 
- Some of the answers to the questions were all"apple pie" - not reflecting the hard choices that planning requires of us. 
 
- Some of the questions were really vaguely worded. Economic equity? WTF? No, I don't want more hobos in San Jose, 
and no, I don't want to give my tax dollars to them. 
 
- Somehow we need to get rid of the generational gang problem.I have been in education in SJUSD for 30 years. Over that 
time period I have watched children suffer because their parents and family members have been gang affiliated (often 
imprisoned). This problem has grown. These youngsters are at a grave disadvantage for positive role models and lag 
behind their peers because of it. Many times they are born to drug addicted parents who can't care for them. Oftentimes 
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they are being raised by grandparents who have neither the education nor energy to raise the children they are trying to 
help. All suffer because of this situation. 
 
- Sorry I am not the Queen of San Jose. 
 
- Sports fields: making it affordable for youth sports to existing by subsidizing field use costs. 
 
- Stop building out, build up. Don't try to create a transit system that tries to correct past mistakes. Bring the A's to San 
Jose. Between the Sharks and the A's there would be 120 times a year to go downtown and have dinner/drinks. Create 
local community centers/libraries/police substation/city council office where people can gather, feel safe, learn, and 
communicate with their local leaders. 
 
- STOP BUILDING!! Take care of the city that you already exploited. We don't need another San Pedro square, we need 
affordable housing.  
 
- STOP CHANGING ONE WAY STREETS BACK TO TWO WAY. REAL cities have one way streets. Two blocks of Julian are a 
joke and a nightmare. Same with 4th street. Downtown is becoming incredibly cumbersome to navigate. 
 
- stop redevelopment spending in neighborhoods, concentrate on making central city successful i.e. bringing A's to San 
Jose. 
 
- Street parking creates obstruction of view and is dangerous. Too many families have multiple vehicles for which they do 
not have adequate space to accommodate required room and are inconsiderate of their neighbors. Do not allow more 
than one family to occupy alloted space of an apartment or building. Clean up and have code enforcement of signs, etc. for 
the stip-mall shopping centers. Trashy strip-malls cheapen the neighborhoods and are unattractive. Over density without 
adequate parking!  
 
- Such beautiful artwork, sculpture, buildings, and great intentions by the local city and cultural associations are tainted 
by the people who hang out on the streets especially those east of 1st street... SJ has become a melting pot hang out. Add 
more police on horseback for a beautiful and less intimidating site- use beauty to enforce and encourages communication 
between people and the enforcers. 
 
- Summer in downtown has improved with free music and movies. Makes you want to come downtown and have dinner. 
 
- Surrounding cities (Santa Clara, Cupertino, Mt. View) have much nicer parks - better maintained play equipment for 
kids, more trees, nicer picnic areas, less graffiti 
 
- take what is being written seriously. 
 
- Thank you for allowing community participation in an accessable manner (online vs meetings). As a new San Jose 
homeowner, I am eager to participate and shape the future of my city. 
 
- thank you for listening to the opinions of the citizenry. i hope you take what we have to say seriously. 
 
- Thank you for putting out this survey. As a resident of the City of San Jose and a graduate of San Jose State University I 
am proud that The City Manager and City Staff are taking the initiative in the planning process. 
 
- Thank You for the opportunity. 
 
- The area where we live is between two beautiful neighborhoods and has rampant crime and gang activity which brings 
the property values down. 
 
- The choices given were not necessarily the answers I would have come up with to choose from in the first place. Hard to 
rank them in order if they are not your preferences 
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- the city constatly wastes money on employees and their benefits. why does city not help the poor and working 
class?WHEN IS THERE ENOUGH REDEVELOPMENT? THE CITY cannot manage a budget and is millions of dollars in 
deficit.San Jose needs to stop spending money and respect the taxpayers money!  
 
- the city desperately needs faster public transit, and more events to attend and attract both economic profit and brain 
power 
 
- The City does a good job of balancing big city issues vs. hometown values. San Jose is a good place to live and raise 
children. I wish our political leaders, i.e., City Council, were bolder in their views and actions; too often decisions are 
made to benefit the few angry constituents rather than the interests of the City at large. I would like to see the City take a 
leadership role in education reform and environmental issues. We're good at adopting other communities' good ideas 
and riding on coattails, but our size and relative prosperity and social conscience confer a responsibility to lead. 
 
- The city is not safe enough on the Eastern side, very unkept areas and not enough code enforcement and Dept of Trans. 
enforcement violations. 
 
- The city lacks character. Events are the same year after year without any new ideas or changes. Maybe a variety of 
events or activities and more good restaurants with good food. I tend to stay home and travel out of town, when I need to 
get away for adventure.  
 
- The city needs a revised, or more effective, brand image. Prior to moving to San Jose, I had no idea what it represented 
or offered, and didn't care. I think that is how many in the Bay Area (who don't live in SJ) feel. Honestly, if we're going to 
call ourselves the "center of Silicon Valley" or something similar, it needs to be loud and clear and proven. There is more 
than one Bay Area city that calls itself something similar like "heart of Silicon Valley" or "gateway to Silicon Valley". This 
just dilutes each city's claim. 
 
- The City needs to address concerns of the middle class for public safety, quiet streets and parks, and quality public 
education, which this city doesn't have-particularly in the downtown. Otherwise, the City will lose business opportunities 
and jobs. 
 
- The city needs to maintain the landscape better on sidewalks, median islands and backup walls. Orlando Florida is a 
good example of clean beautiful landscaping. San Jose is falling apart, need more maintenance to do job. 
 
- The city needs to promote businesses to succeed here in San Jose. Provide incentives to come do business here, if you 
have jobs the revenue by taxes will increase. Do not kill business by over taxing and creating a disincentive to live and do 
business here.  
 
- The City needs to purchase and take advantage of the several multi-acre open land areas within the city to have several 
large sports complexes in which the Cities youth and adults can have a variety of sports programs, baseball, softball and 
soccer leagues utilize the fields. This can also bring in revenue for the City when the leagues host tournaments that will 
draw other leagues from outside the area who will come to San Jose and stay in our hotels and motels, eat in our 
restaurants and visit our attractions while they are in town... 
 
- The city plan should do more to cater to the pedestrian and not the driver. Is VTA in the red or the black? Im guessing 
the red, like most transit systems. The need to increase rider-ship is an issue of incremental planning tactics to encourage 
drivers to revaluate their transit options. Incremental planning can slow the driver, question normative transit modes 
(driving), and lead to healthier transportation for the individual, the environment and the community. Conversely 
affecting the health of the individual, environment and the community.  
 
- The city should continue to grow up, rather than out and also increase its transit orientation. 
 
- The City should create more incentives to use public transit. I think the expansion of lightrail or the creation of a 
dedicated Bus Rapid Transit (with separated streets/stations for the buses) would be great. Also keep up the good work 
with the A's. San Jose deserves an MLB team and I know the citizens will love it. SJ is on the verge of becoming a great 
American city and can serve as a model for what a 21st Century city can be.  
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- The city should grow upward with higher density developments in appropriate locations near transit centers, the 
downtown core and perhaps north San Jose. 
 
- The climate and flat terrain make San Jose an ideal place to bike year-round. A lot more needs to be done to make 
cycling an option open to everyone for daily routine getting around. I would love to see a Sunday Parkways type event 
where streets are closed to cars on a weekend day for people to bicycle and walk without having to worry about cars.  
 
- the communities here seem to get along fairly well although the differences between the two groups i mentioned are 
vast and growing wider (i.e. tall modern buildings not more than two blocks away from old san jose victorians - an 
example of very bad and insensitive planning). san jose must understand that this issue exists and should monitor and 
shape it so that there is more harmony.  
 
- The community of Alviso pays taxes and yet does not have adequate police response. The "LOCAL POLICE HUB" is a 
farce. It is just a place for police to do administrative tasks within the Alviso community boundaries. The staff there does 
not do any outreach to the community, school or residents. It might as well be on Mars. There is really no improvement to 
police related issues. The Police Hub was promised to be a Community Based Center. It's not. The Fire Department is 
much better in developing positive presence and collaboration within the Alviso boundaries. 
 
- The condition of the streets in San Jose is pitiful. 
 
- The criminalization of our youth, particularly youth of color - there are things that use to be considered normal for kids 
that are now ccnsidered misdeamnors/felonies that could land them in juvenile hall. Some charter schools are simply 
outrageous.  
 
- The Envision Task Force efforts seem to be focused on basic planning activities that will probably not result in making 
San Jose a unique, destination major dity.  
 
- The essential matter for the City of San Jose is to show leadership of innovation on both natural community & wildlife 
habitat and technology driven. By meaning of a Sustainable City is not only for one species but ALL SPECIES. Please 
deeply understand the message from the Movie - The Day The Earth Stood Still.  
 
- The existing public service labor organizations are economically strangling economic growth in San Jose 
 
- The first part of the survey: I think that none of those statements are completely true. #1: Many residential areas are 
safe but MANY ARE NOT and that must be addressed before I would check that statement.#4: We are not yet a leader in 
environmental issues but we should and could be...why aren't we?? all statements are wonderful but are all WIPs, right? 
 
- The gangs in San Jose take part in the majority of crime in San Jose. What better way to provide and promote a better 
experience for the citizens and visitors of San Jose. 
 
- The greatest cities of the world are those that have lots of opportunities for community members to socialize and 
gether. I feel that the City has not done enough to safeguard these precious resources to ensure that they will be there for 
our children (i.e. Berryessa Flea Market and Fairgrounds - need better collaboration with County). 
 
- The high rised buildings should be interconnected with one another to provide easy access to one another. Housing 
should be adressed with both condos or apartments and commercial housing but with limits and regulations on how far 
the housing should expand. 
 
- The importance of the correct use stimulus funds from the federal government is more critical than ever in these 
difficult economic times. All efforts by city government should be made to create employment opportunities for those 
affected by our current economic crisis.  
 
- the improvement of any downtown central core featuring interesting businesses, good walking areas and adequate 
parking are all important for the well being and improvement of a large city.  
 
- The leadership of San Jose needs to start thinking and acting like a large city and not some small town. 
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- The maintenance of San Jose streets need some work. 
 
- The more any of us can bicycle, walk, skate, use public transit (even if only some of the time) the better the transit 
experience for all including less traffic congestion, stress reduction (for drivers & exercisers), less time lost in slow traffic, 
decrease vehicle gas/maintenance costs, decrease in pollution, more access to parking spaces, & improved health for the 
exercisers. 
 
- The most disagreeable aspect of San Jose's development up until now is the squandering of the natural beauty and 
resources of this land in exchange for suburban shopping malls, tract housing, and other such developments which waste 
land, waste resources, turn something beautiful into something ugly. 
 
- The most important thing that San Jose can do as it aims for the future would be to create a complete off road paved 
bike trail system and reaches every corner of the city. Such a system would reduce most of the problems that face people 
today. Access to a safe and clean place to exercise and actively commute would make for a healthier community dropping 
medical cost in our increasingly obese, mal-exercised, and shut-in society. Reduced requirement of cars would help clean 
our air and water as well as reduce our dependence on foreign oil, costs maintaining the roads, and the costs to each 
person to drive and maintain a car. The system itself would act as a forum for people to meet, interact, and become 
socially/culturally active together. It would free up valuable land currently wasted and damaging our watershed. Over 
50% of San Jose's land is highway and parking lot. When we look at the increasing cost of housing and land here it doesn't 
make sense that more land is going into highways and parking lots as our our city grows than into homes, community 
resources when there are plenty of better transportation options such as trains and bike paths that require little space to 
be effective. 
 
- The parking in SJ download need to be free or reduce price. I do not like to go there if I need too. 
 
- The previos answer is so inportant we should have a regulation that allows parking only on one side of the street 
(narrow streets shuold be a must)this might safe a person life 
 
- The problem with San jose is that it feels like a suburb. we need to develop a city center, make sure it is connected to 
public transport. increase high rise density and reduce growing out. if you comapre San jose with other cities ( such as 
Portland OR) the main difference is a vibrant and accessabile downtown with park and rec around the city. Currently San 
jose is a place to work not a place to live.  
 
- The question about economic "equality" was vague and ill-stated. I'm all for supporting the people who want to WORK 
to improve their economic status, and think they should be afforded opportunities not hand-outs. 
 
- The questionaire seemed to be guided by the presumption that growth is inevitable and good; it's not necessary and 
questionable at best. 
 
- The reason government has such a low approval rating by taxpayers is that taxpayers are not properly informed about 
government spending. Budgets must be simplified and posted to show taxpayers that government is in their control via 
their elected representatives.  
 
- the recent edition of outdoor seating along s first street is a REAL improvement!! a step in the right direction 
 
- The school system is driving a lot of people away, or forcing them to put their children into private, outside of San Jose 
City, schools.  
 
- The survey asks what we would likely use (i.e. library, park, trail) but does not ask whether or not there is a facility 
within walking distance currently. 
 
- The survey is a little "out there" all these questions that are unrelated to cities. It is real simple how many new units of 
housing and where. Social engineering is difficult to achieve. 
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- The survey, is good but there are some questions that when you press your response and go to the next response it 
erases. ea. question #2. 
 
- the transportatin needs to improve, we need more bike lanes that are easy to use and safe 
 
- The transportation system, especially the bus routes, need to be revamped in a grid style. The current routes are 
unfathomable. Get people there in a straight forward, simple to understand, manner. You need to design and build turn-
around and connection points, not only with other transportation, but with other bus routes. 
 
- The underlying gang tension in San Jose seems to be getting stronger. Only recently have I felt fear when walking on the 
streets of San Jose. It's a shame. It wasnt that long ago that kids could play outside without concern. No more.  
 
- The wording in questions 12-16 is little ambiguous- Should the statements be prefixed with "I would like to..." or "San 
Jose should..." 
 
- There are many assets to San Jose, but if not for the access to good hiking, mountain biking, and road cycling for 
commuting and recreation, I would live elsewhere. 
 
- There are still enough bums and drunks on the streets that the cute plaza walkways are uncomfortable. When looking 
for cultural experiences between a nice dinner and stroll to a museum or theater you are approached by homelessness or 
rowdy people. The night time bar crowd separates small groups looking for a nice place to go without chaos. Downtown 
San Jose is a tad unpredictable. I'd love for more nice evening events such as a dinner and night at a fine arts museum to 
be more accessible. 
 
- There are unfinished streets with no sidewalks that are traveled by school children going to a county park. Some of 
these streets have heavy traffic.  
 
- there is a wording error in Question 11 
 
- There is no reason why downtown has lagged in development. There needs to be less control by RDA and more free 
parking in order to compete with the neighborhood shopping areas. 
 
- There is only 1 age restricted residential area in San Jose where homes can be purchased rather than rented. We need 
more. We are aging. 
 
- there isnot enough affordable child care in san jose to keep parents working without giving up two-thirds of their pay 
check! 
 
- There needs to be a reason to go downtown. Currently, the Sharks and other sporting events seem to be about the only 
draw. Our cultural venues are not supported by the general public-do we need to educate people to support the arts? I 
think so, from an early age. 
 
- There needs to be better, cheaper, quality housing. As a college student and many other of San Jose residents affordable, 
healthy, clean housing is essential. 
 
- There should be limits placed on the number of Section 8 rental units in one neighborhood to promote neighborhood 
investment and cohesiveness. 
 
- There's an extra word in question #11. 11. Which of the following should be promoted to would most effectively draw 
visitors to San Jose?  
 
- Think global with old feeling values and surroundings. 
 
- think small. bunches of small local neighborhoods. 
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- This city needs a new architectural and landscaping direction. All of the new major public spaces are stark, shadeless 
and treeless. Given that the city has such sunny, hot days, it makes no sense to have our plazas and pedestrian walkways 
treeless. I'm thinking of the City Hall Plaza, The SJ Art Museum plaza, Caesar Chavez Plaza and pedestrian walkway, etc. 
Without trees, these places are uninviting, too bright and too hot. Trees have been shown to reduce local temperatures, 
reduce energy bills (on AC), and are just pretty. Broad, empty plazas are nothing more than wasted space and an eye-
sore. If San Jose wants to be a green city, it should develop its downtown with (gasp) trees! 
 
- This is a great town. Get people to downtown with music like the jazz festival. 
 
- This is the best place on the planet to live by having access to anything and everything including education, jobs and 
diversity not seen anywhere else. Now we need to lead the rest of the world in converting to renewable, clean energy 
sources while eliminating the waste stream altogether by implementing policies that will demand such.  
 
- This survey could have been more effective without the either/or choices. Allow more text-based answers that 
encourage thoughtful responses rather than split-the-baby answers (e.g., parks vs sport fields vs trails) 
 
- This survey made a lot of assumptions on growth, how to handle it, and what is important. It did not focus on the 
problems of a single family and how to address those. Can the city grow with the right quality of people here to support 
it?  
 
- three creek trail is important to have! very historical influence on the people living in San Jose! 
 
- To be a nice place to live is relatively simple. Simplify life and the associated rules. Limit the ability of others (neighbors, 
community leaders etc) to impact the individuals way of life. Clear example - don't allow the Cupertino model of granting 
permits for mega houses to be reconstructed on standard urban lots severly impacting the value and appearance of the 
surrounding original homes. 
 
- To question number 9 that asked whether to support new population and job growth in San Jose over the next 30 years, 
San Jose should Grow taller or Grow out, my preference is that San Jose do neither. Rather than focus on accommodating 
growth, San Jose should focus on quality of living for current residents and sustainability through a sound city plan that 
recognizes populations will change, but that limits growth. 
 
- Too long... 
 
- Too many anonymous tall buildings. Too few trees, walkways and flowers. 
 
- Too many police downtown. 
 
- Too much bureacracy in the city government. A process can be well underway to make positive change in planning the 
city, and then somone will show up at City Hall to lodge a complaint, and one of the Council Members motions to shelve 
the whole decision making process, asks for another "staff report" investigating into something that's been addressed 
already very thoroughly. City council's inability to move forward on good city planning is frustrating.  
 
- Top down solutions rarely if ever work as a solution to economic downturns. If the city works to inspire small 
businesses; restaurants, galleries, small eclectic shops, nightclubs and coffee shops San Jose will continue to be the best 
little big city! 
 
- Traffic to San Jose keeps me from coming to town from Fremont. If San Jose were part of the BART system I would be in 
San Jose much more often to visit family, enjoy the museums and restaurants. Also, if I could change a 2nd thing about 
San Jose, I'd make the art museum free, or at least reduce the rate. It is too expensive. 
 
- Transportation. Light rail should go to the front door of the airport. Its silly that we have to transfer from rail to a bus 
when we are toting luggage. It would also be great for convention visitors. Of course the taxi drivers would hate it. 
 
- Under the questions concerning employment, self-employed at a home office is not recognized. That mey be an 
interesting statistic to see. 
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- Unfortunately, there is not an area for me to check in the area of ethnic background. I am American Indian. 
 
- Unions are killing our city (by bleeding it dry). Our city services are a joke. Saying that we have police and fire services 
will NOT attract people to live, work and play (or do business) here because most cities have some type of police/fire 
service either through the city or county. So, while you're envisionig, please envision lighting a fire under the council to 
stop and consider while they're mouthing plattitudes about liveable wages, that they consider who is footing the bill. 
 
- Urban revival is a must in San Jose. There is so much to build upon if only there were commitment to take that plunge to 
make and follow through on a master plan. 
 
- Using the old San Jose hospital space as a hospital or an urgent care health center; Consider offering it to Santa Clara 
Valley health and hospital as a health care site or for Kaiser as a health facility. 
 
- VTA's operating expenses are too high. The level of service is not extensive enough or fast enough to get people out of 
their cars.  
 
- Walkable communities that infuse art, culture, and local businesses that appeal more to San Jose resident over 
appealing to visitors of San Jose.  
 
- We all know what needs we have and it is a matter of us recognizing them and then trying to do something about it. 
What I am trying to elaborate on in question 22 is that we all feel that the importance of different things are needed. We 
would need to listen to the people and see what it is that is important to them. We do not always know what they may 
need or want.  
 
- We are being financially stangled by the Huge wages and mediacl benefits and retirement pensions to city workers and 
officials 
 
- We do think San Jose is getting better. Things San Jose needs. It does need more civic pride. a walk along Coyote Creek 
north of Kelly Park, a coffee house on East Santa Clara Street, East Santa Clara Street livened with shops (more like 
Japantown), city-sponsored spaces for local artists, brochures and self-guided walking tours of neighborhoods (Willow 
Glen has one), more park space, more public swimming pools, a downtown urgent care center, a downtown hospital, 
improved city newspaper 
 
- We have an infinitely diverse population culturally, age-wise, ability-wise and this is a great asset that is too often 
treated as though it were a bad thing. As population increases and people must pile on top of each other to live, it is 
increasingly crucial to promote the necessary respect, tolerance and celebration even of our differences while also 
protecting our environment, natural surroundings and our awareness of our dependency upon them and our individual 
need to periodically stop and reconnect with the natural world and life from which we all have originally and ancestrally 
been born and upon which we are all dependent. 
 
- We have lived in a 55+ mobilehome community here in San Jose only five years, came here specifically to take care of 
grand kids and be close to our two daughters and families, and have found all of our needs met to our satisfaction. I plan 
to give your 2040 project more thought so I can provide more informational ideas to you. Thank you.  
 
- We have school district and local governments which seem not want to work together; plus,we need to think long term 
not short term. A good fix, for what ever problem we face will take years. Not borrowing from the future, not risking one 
group for another. 
 
- We HAVE to improve the access to trails for San Jose residents to commute to work/schools/shopping. San Jose has the 
best climate to support this - we should be a model for the nation on this issue 
 
- We have too few parks. We have much open-space, wildlife corridor and regional parks; but I am talking about people-
active parks. Entertainment, a broad scope of recreational activities, a safe place, day or night, to relax,eat and enjoy our 
unique weather. To include aquatic features and other creative and unique amenities. This park should lie OUTSIDE the 
Downtown area! 
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- We need a fully connected BART/Rail/Train/Bus system that connects people to jobs. Trails that connect and provide a 
connection to nature, recreation and a linkage from where people live to shops and restaurants. 
 
- We need better bike paths. Lets face it ours are great but if we could become more like the great bike paths of 
Amsterdam, Netherlands we would be greater. It just takes some planning. Amsterdam wasnt always bike friendly, but 
they evolved into something great. There paths are the best I have seen. We need to change this now. If we can do this we 
can beat our competitor which is SF.  
 
- We need better planing for commuter rail routes. The current train/light rail system is slow and doesn't have a direct 
route from the highest density housing to most employment centers. 
 
- We need more bicycle lanes, trails, and public transit (especially VTA Light Rail). The Three Creeks Trail needs to be 
completed to provide a biking and walking path to connect several neighborhoods, parks, schools, and entertainment 
venues. 
 
- We need more major pro sports teams here 
 
- We need more small to medium live music venues that showcase local talent. On another note...I am really excited about 
the San Jose Civic having more large acts coming to Downtown!!! 
 
- We need more trees and low buildings, and fewer highrise and skyscraper buildings. Thanks for the opportunity to 
express my views! I hope you'll pay attention to what people have to say. 
 
- We need something to create more jobs for locals 
 
- We need to expand VTA Light Rail to cover more of the city and coordinate bus service to make it easy to connect to 
light rail and transfer buses. In short, improver the public transit we have before building new transit systems like BART. 
 
- we need to get all the down town business buildings OCCUPIED - by any means necessary ..  
 
- We need to make the city more bike friendly and have better public transportation and develop a more vibrant 
downtown.  
 
- We really need to have a world class large concert venue that major bands will want to play in. The HP Pavilion is large, 
but doesn't have good acoustics. The Civic Auditorium is a good start. Thank you for that. Community centers are 
important, too, something like Bryant Park in Manhattan. 
 
- We would save the planet overall and people will stop getting sick if cities would encourage to eat locally from the land 
and teach about the benefits of eating fruits and vegetables.  
 
- What is social and cultural equity, do we need a Social and Cultural Equity Zar in San Jose, I shouldn't be asking, we 
probably have one! 
 
- When it comes to children, they should always be put first (are at least kept in mind)! Better parks, shaded structures, 
and well designed play structures is what the City needs more of. For instance, Fowler Creek Park in the Evergreen Area 
of San Jose, a beautifully designed park, but there are no shade structures. The only shade that is available is the pavilion, 
which is extremely high in demand. If you ever get a chance, go on a Saturday to the park and you will see how packed 
that park is. There are people setting up on the lawn, bringing their own tables, chairs, BBQ pits, and canopies. It’s a park 
that everyone loves to go to because, its in a beautiful location where you can see the City of San Jose, lovely playground 
structure, and the water geysers for the kids to play in, on a hot summer day. If it were available for me to reserve, I 
would easily pay $100 to reserve the pavilion. Just as the City of Santa Clara does with their Central Park. I use to reserve 
their pavilion, but since moving to San Jose, I cannot seem to find that type of amenity that offers shade, BBQ pits, 
electricity, and play structures. The only amenity that is closest to Central Park, which is located in San Jose, is Lake 
Cunningham Park, but with no shade, dirt floors, no play structures, and a $5 fee per vehicle entry, who would want to 
pay to reserve at a place like that. I rather drive across town to Central Park since I cannot find a comparible location. 
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- When I've traveled in other areas and transportation was easily accessible and everyone used it, which made it safer 
and more user friendly. 
 
- Where I work I do not feel safe at night. I would like to feel safe where ever I choose to go in San Jose  
 
- While San Jose is improving each year as far as a destination city, I believe places like Santa Cruz, San Francisco, Palo 
Alto, Lake Tahoe and other seaside/mountain cities are actually more enticing. 
 
- While the various neighborhoods of San Jose are one of its strengths, it continues to compare unfavorably with San 
Francisco, being perceived as "suburbia", in contrast with San Francisco's "big city" image. What San Jose really needs to 
strive for is a good balance, with healthy, vibrant neighborhoods and also a vibrant, lively downtown and various other 
attractive shopping/entertainment loci ("Destinations")throughout the city. 
 
- While there are plenty of nighttime events in this city, we have to move to a more daytime environment, more shops, 
stores, retail will bring much needed vitality to this city! 
 
- While there are some new mixed-use residential buildings - for example, Santana Row and some downtown 
redevelopment - this should be done not on a spot basis, but citywide. And all of these developments should be mixed-
income, from downtown to the suburban fringe. The city has a bad enough affordable housing problem as it is without 
letting developers shirk their responsibilities and make the problem worse. One way to make this possible would be to 
allow higher density of not only apartments and townhouses but also single family homes, and to allow homeowners and 
developers to build accessory dwelling units (granny flats or garage apartments). I'll never be able to afford a house in 
the city unless I can buy a house with a granny flat that I can rent out to help pay off the mortgage. This kind of 
development is not only more economical, it's more efficient, and makes a more sustainable city. Current restrictions are 
unnecessary and counterproductive - they make building accessory dwelling units extraordinarily difficult. The 
cumbersome restrictions (large lot size, setbacks, extra parking spaces, etc.) should be removed. 
 
- While this system is falling apart in every way Islam is spreading the fastest around the world even though it is being 
suppressed 
 
- Who thought it was a good idea to have a long divider on the hwy 280 to 87 interchange?? Terrible design, adds to 
traffic congestion!!!! 
 
- Why does San Jose need to grow? Question 9 is terrible because it does not give those who DON'T want growth a voice. 
San Jose is large enough; we have done enough damage to our local wetlands areas and hillsides. Let's LIMIT GROWTH 
like they do in Cambria, CA. And let's focus on what's already here. Any new city plantings should be CA natives. 
 
- Work with Caltrans to fix the potholes on The Alameda!!  
 
- would you like to be resident of San Jose in 2030? 
 
- Yes - question number 11 is the root of San Jose's problem as a desitnation city (for locals). None of the options 
provided are missing today. City has enough of these already... it needs commerce, shopping, bring in shopping, make it a 
destination. If you have better trails, transporation, etc - you still have noting to go to. The downtown relative to San 
Francisco, Portland, Seattle is dead. Please bring it to life. We don't need another sports team, we don't need another 
concert in the park... we need a place to go and shop, meet friends, have coffee, feel safe, feel cool... want to go there. "11. 
Which of the following should be promoted to would most effectively draw visitors to San Jose? (Check up to 3.) Parks, 
open space, or trails Cultural facilities (museums, theaters, festivals, etc.) Live music Sports teams/events Special or 
destination restaurants Better public transportation to/in San Jose"  
 
- You asked a question about "where will growth happen?" and gave two answers to choose from: "up or out?" There is 
an assumption here about growth that must be questioned. The best answers to your question you fail to list, such as: (c) 
"grow in" – let's innovate an economy based on restructuring our city and our quality of life to be more sustainable, and 
(d) no growth – we must convert our city economy to one that no longer depends on the blind addition of more people. 
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- you only asked one question about the environment - FOLLOW THE GREEN VISION and make it available for everyone - 
high, middle and lower income alike.  
 
- Your questions are very biased towards a world view that loves central planning. It doesn't matter what my or anybody 
else's answers on this survey say. The city shoudl have a light hand in guiding development, letting neighborhoods evolve 
organically. Let markets and bottom-up organization create the right mix of features. 
 
- your system "failed" as it would not allow two answers to have the same value, i.e., #4. One would be deleted when a 
second #4 was entered 
 

 

Please provide feedback on the geographic distribution of growth in each of the Land Use 

Study Scenarios. See the Project Background section of this Wikiplanning site for more 

information on the growth distributions being studied in each of the scenarios. 

 
- There are frankly too many scenarios to reasonably evaluate without spending hours. In general, the scenarios that 
create more jobs than new housing are better as this will bring people from surrounding cities to work in San Jose and 
ultimately generate more revenues for the city to build the infrastructures necessary to support growth. Having more 
housing than jobs means people will have to find work in other cities and those cities will gain the benefit of business tax 
revenues while San Jose is saddled with supporting the residential and transportation infrastructure. 
 
 

 

Tell us your thought regarding this type of participation vs. attending a traditional public 

meeting. 
 
 
- This is wonderful. There are many times when we would like our ideas and thoughts considered, but rarely get the 
opportunity, as public meetings are almost always at a time of day that prohibits us from attending. Also, in the rare cases 
when we have attended meetings, the information goes by so fast, not even a trained speed reader could take it in. Thank 
you in advance for this opportunity. we hope there will be others like it in the future. 
 
- I agree with the last comment. Way to bring us into the 21st century! This is a fantastic way to participate in 
Government. I hope we can do this for other concerns as well as Planning. 
 
- I already participated in this activity, but I responding to your comment that the City hoped to reach younger 
participants and a wider ethic group. The average San Jose citizen is totally clueless about the Master Plan and zoning, 
and the person who does know thinks that San Jose is in the hands of selected developers. You need to use this wiki 
approach in conjunction with other outreach efforts. 
 
- I like this type of participation. We can log on any time and keep track of what's going on with the planning. Great idea 
 
- I often want to speak at public meeting, but have a fear of pulic speaking, like most people. This is so much more 
comfortable. I'm writing this in my pajamas:) 
 
- I takes so much time at a public meeting to hear everyone and people are constrained to a few words. this is a great way 
to get more comments and broader participation. 
 
- OMG this wiki stuff is fantastic. "traditional" public meetings are stifling, discriminatory, and reflect the way business 
and life were conducted in the 18th and 19th centuries. It is about time that we enabled a more true democratic process 
by utilizing technology to encourage community participation. I LOVE IT!!!  
 
- The typical community hall meetings garner little participation, and when there are participants they tend to be the 
same people (particularly older residents with time to monitor and attend meetings). Thus to an extent traditional 
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meetings favor the older population. This wiki meeting space favors those comfortable with computers and web-based 
communication, which is not always within the comfort level of the older population. So while the wiki has the ability to 
capture more input from the community, it may capture less input from the older population. Also it looks like there is no 
monitoring/review of comments prior to posting - that may need to be changed in the future (for inappropriate content). 
 
- This is a great idea. Good for the environment, for traffic, and will reach more people 
 
- This is a great way to get a lot of participation and get our voices heard!  
 
- This is way cool! 
 
- This method is far better than public meetings. Because of the effort needed to attend meetings, they tend to attract 
people with an agenda (i.e. - the resident who wants speed bumps installed or the resident who hopes the new park will 
have restrooms) rather than residents who want to discuss the new park or learn about traffic-calming measures. If this 
wiki-method is combined with public meetings, I think you will have gathered an thorough overview of public thoughts 
on San Jose's future growth. Joe Bolin 
 
- This saves on driving & driving time. It's convenient to make comments, and you don't have to wait through a meeting 
to see and/or make comments. Very nice.  
 
- This was great. It is easy to participate from home. 
 
- While I agree that the wiki is a great method for participation, it should not serve as the only method. Data received via 
a brief survey can be very easily misinterpreted, it's important to use other channels of research to truly understand to 
opinion and needs of the community. 
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Surface parking in downtown San Jose, 

detracts from pedestrian friendly 

atmosphere, creates inhospitable 

environment. 

 
 

• If we are to continue using asphalt & 
such street or other surfaces, using 
porous materials like ecocrete would 
be much more earth & cooling 
friendly. Water can then get to the 
water table instead of runoff.  

• a walk downtown by the museums is 
all cement not attractive at all and hot 

• This city is over-parked for 
supposedly pursuing a transit 
oriented development plan. We are in 
serious need of a transportation 
demand management plan.  

• Unbearably hot in summer. Has 
anyone calculated what percentage of 
Downtown land is devoted to surface 
parking like this?  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Surface parking, ineffective and 

inefficient use of valuable commercial, 

industrial, school or housing lands 

• Agreed, but let's keep the big parking 
garages back from the street and 
disguised by climbing plants or trees. 
I think there has been some 
discussion about the potential parking 
garages at Valley Fair, which were 
initially planned to be right on 
Stevens Creek, but are now moved 
back. Santana Row has the right idea, 
in so many ways. 

• What a great place for a park & some 
greenery. A 2-3 story under ground 
parking garage would convert this 
under used space for a litte cool green 
rest spot. On the other hand, it's 
rather refreshing to see a place with 
enough parking for local biz & 
services. 

• I agree... nice photo by the way. 

• Santana Row does have the right idea, 
but it killed Downtown as did that 
montrosity Valley Fair, They kept the 
stores out of Downtown. Macy's was 
originally going to open in Downtown 
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San Jose in the 1950's, but changed 
it's mind and went to Stevens Creek 
Blvd., which at that time, there was 
not much over there and land was 
cheaper. 

• This tends to be "placeholder" use 
while permits for better 
developments work through the city 
and the market becomes more 
favorable. What else are we supposed 
to do with it while we wait? 

• There are several ways parking can be 
managed. Having retail stores on the 
ground level facing the street would 
help disguise the structure. Also, 
smart architecture applied to the 
façade would render it more 
aesthetically pleasing. San Luis Obispo 
did a great job with one of the parking 
garages downtown. Another more 
expensive alternated already 
suggested is the underground 
structure. Given the potential for 
water intrusion due to a high water 
table, might render this idea void. But, 
having the parking underground 
several stories, and a park or building 
on top would help very much. 
Stanford University just completed 
the Munger parking garage, which is 
completely underground, and a grassy 
park on top. The only give-away are 
the elevator towers at each end and a 
ramp down at one end. I undrstand 
there are plans to build a Bart tunnel 
under Santa Clara street, so perhaps 
the underground option is not so bad 
afterall. 
 

 

 

 
 

Lawn parking. Damages aesthetic 

of neighborhoods, implies lack of 

affection or care for community. 

 
 

• I would add that replacing a grass 
lawn with paving stones, rocks, or 
bricks also damages the appeal of a 
neighborhood.  

• I disagree with the previous comment. 
A front yard does not need to be lawn 
to be attractive. There are many 
examples of a combination of pavers 
and low water landscaping that are 
better to have instead of lawns and 
look good, too.  

• We need to give up our love of 
expanses of green lawns sucking up 
water. We have a great local source of 
knowledge regarding drought-
tolerant, native plants - Middlebrook 
Gardens. 

• Rather than park on your lawn, why 
not just cement it over and make it a 
large driveway, problem solved when 
you have too many living in one house. 
Also, lawn is a real waste of water and 
is actually useless, why not make into 
a garden area with seating and 
flowers and vegetables, not only will it 
use less, but it will also produce 
things. 
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Barren or weed filled median. This is 

Coleman overpass between Market 

and Coleman Market Center. 

• Why not plant drought tolerant & local 
native plants & naturalize this 
eyesore.  

• There's trash every where you look in 
this city. It looks like a third world 
country. 

• Is this really a priority? 

• I see many medians like this and think 
that landscaping these areas will go 
far towards improving local air 
quality. 

• I've often noticed poor upkeep on our 
highways especially on ramps where 
cars have to sit and wait. Depressing 
and embarrassing. 

 

 
Carnivals! Because they're just fun! 

Brisbane, AU. 

 

 
We could always use a better 

live/work/play environment! 

• Great workplace Better socks!  

• Flexable work hours this is just not a 
9-5 city. 10 or 12 hour work days 
would save gas only driving into work 
3-4 days a week. 

 

 
This photo really gives a feel for the 

pedestrian environment along Pacific 

Avenue in Santa Cruz. This is high 

density at its most delightful. 

• Many things missing in this photo and 
that is the amounts of drunken crazy 
homeless, hippies so high they are not 
sure what they are doing and those 
useless scum bags piece of garbage 
meter maids. 

• 3 stories?? This is not high density. If 
Santa Cruz actually had some high 
density there might be some jobs 
there. 
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More art in public spaces for character 

and appreciation. Brisbane, AU 

• Today, there was an article in the 
Merc quoting Larry Stone and Tom 
McEnery about the need for more 
(can't remember exactly what they 
said) public art which recognizes 
influential San Joseans. I agree IF we 
can move beyond the standard statue. 
The tributes to famous ice skaters 
near the HP Pavilion are a good 
example of how to give recognition to 
important citizens from our city.  

• I like recognition for character, 
leadership. Anything, anybody who 
makes/takes the world forward into a 
respectful, cohabitation of man & 
nature & all things in balance. Its just a 
feeling. It hits us in the heart & we 
know it's right. 

• To enable kids prone to get into 
trouble and keep graffiti down; how 
about inviting those graffiti artists and 
giving them the tools and space to 
actually paint their creations in public 
places with a clear subject matter 
thats relevant to the community. We 
have empowered our kids and created 
a cleaner neighborhood 
simultaneously. 

 

 
Millennium Park, Chicago - the new 

city center 

• Visited Millennium Park just last 
week-Awesome! Must be the best park 
in America!  

• now this is a grand park built over 
railroad tracks under ground. in the 
middle og the city.. 
 

 
Creative public art 

• Is this a temporary display at 
Trafalgar Square? I don't remember it 
from my last visit.  

• What is this?? I can hardly make 
anything out. Can you upload a better 
picture? This looks like any other 
wide-open paved urban space. SJ has 
enough plazas already. 
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Central city food market in Kyoto 

• This picture is somewhat misleading. 
At first glance it looks like a covered 
walkway at street level. In truth, these 
food vendor stalls are typically in 
basements of large department stores. 
(I used to live in downtown Tokyo.) 
Most of SJ doesnt even know what a 
basement is!  

• Actually, Shijo and Kawaramachi 
streets (where this photo was taken 
around, I'm sure) IS a street-level 
covered shopping area, so this is not 
misleading. A variety of food shops, 
knife shops, tiny eateries, etc. 

• This looks a little claustrophobic. 
 

 
Sorry, Downtown SJ will never be quite 

like this, Santana Row and Valley Fair 

led the further death of Downtown and 

now look at the enclosed mall format, 

it is even failing and slowly being 

replaced with these types of 

developments (like the Town Center 

Mall site in Sunnyvale)  

• I like this area even if it does draw 
retail dollars from downtown. Too bad 
it's called the free market. Downtown 
is not going to have this kind of high 
end retail anytime in the near future 
without working closely with 
developers on large master-planned 
projects downtown. Step up your 
game SJ. 

• Santana Row offers a nice mix of day 
and evening activity; the restaurants 
with outdoor patio seating offers a 
vibrant pulse to the area. As a visitor 
to the area, I wish I lived closer. 

• This place is always busy whenever 
my family come here. Best place to 
hangout at weekend or at night. It's 
crowded and fun with live music band 
on the turf area. But it's not enough, 
San Jose needs more and more places 
like this or better, bigger with great 
structure as a symbol 
of the city. CSJ needs to create a 
landmark in downtown where all 
visitors want to come and see. 

 

 
Is that an off-street bike path, or bike 

parking? Both would be very nice 

amenities!  

• this looks like Los Gatos to me. 
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Tuilleries – Paris 

 
 

 
Market stalls along Hong Kong island 

street 

 

 
San Jose should have more 

developments like this one in 

Cambridge, MA. 

• Ditto!  

• Yeah...think how great it would be 
without all those Hahvahd types. 

• The new dormitories at San Jose State 
greatly resemble this photo. Their 
courtyards have brought lots of life to 
that part of campus. 

• This is an office park with a park... 
possibly a model for a new 
employement center "village". 

• This is another sprawling silicon 
valley "tech campus". Where is the 
mixed use and retail? Why is this park 
hidden from the road by a bunch of 
groundscrapers?? Seems like an 
insular commuter development. 

• There is some retail, but yes it is weak 
and definitely could be improved. The 
photo doesn't show it, but the park is 
open to a busy public street on one 
end and is used by the public. The 
buildings around the park are used by 
different companies. 

 
Apartments on Podium on Lenzen 

 

• High-density is a necessary evil, if we 
are to save the hills, but it can be done 
in a welcoming manner. The houses 
(townhouses?) on Meridian near the 
Midtown Safeway are a good example, 
with porches and small front lawns 
that encourage the residents to be out 
front. 

• This bldg is just the right height for 
high density housing. Doesnt block 
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sunlight to across the street bldgs. The 
trees will get bigger & improve the 
facade. Downside is the 1.2 parking 
places per unit that is beign typically 
granted. Get real. what's the *real* 
raio of cars to units. It's much higher. 
Planning should require sufficient 
parking for adult residents PLUS 
guests, not some ridiculous 60% of 
adult residents. That's way too few. 

• This photo taken a few years ago 
illustrates one of the most urban 
destructive designs commonly found 
in new high density design today - the 
residential on a podium. The residents 
are cut off from the surrounding 
community and passersby feel like 
they are passing analien fortress set 
down in their midst. This one even has 
bars at its public entrance.  

• There are many attractive models for 
dense housing, sadly, this is not one of 
them. 

• Podium parking completely ruins the 
pedestrian experience! 

• If the sidewalks were wider and more 
trees planted then perhaps the 
walking experience could be more 
enjoyable. Too much focus placed on 
the parking garage not the livability of 
the resident. 

• Why not more vertical? 
 

 

 

While I love community gardens, I 

have enough trouble with passersby 

stealing fruit off my front yard trees. Is 

there anything to do to stop this?! 

 

 
Bike Boulevards, creates safer, more 

hospitable atmosphere for cyclists of 

all ages. Encourages cycling in urban 

and suburban communities. 

• we need more of these  

• This bike lane is way too wide - bikes 
are supposed to solve driving 
problems, not replicate them. This 
suburban velodrome is not where I 
want San Jose to go. 

• While it does seem wider than I'd 
expect, the separation from the motor 
roadway is nice. In Sacramento, the 
biggest hazard to cyclists using the 
bike lane is the narrow width, poor 
lighting, and yard clipping 
debris/recycling/trash bins placed at 
the curb (ie. blocking the bike lane). 
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Bike Boulevards, creates safer, more 

hospitable atmosphere for cyclists of 

all ages. Encourages cycling in urban 

and suburban communities. 

• Pretty & the barrier makes it safer for 
the cyclists.  

• Separated bike lanes are a good idea, 
but what's with this median? Where 
are walkers supposed to cross?? The 
sidewalk on the other side of the road 
look non-existent. 

• Very safe and ideal. 
 

 
Bike Boulevards, creates safer, more 

hospitable atmosphere for cyclists of 

all ages. Encourages cycling in urban 

and suburban communities. 

• please give us more of these. with 
drivers texting, calling etc., it's really 
scary riding on the streets  

• I've never seen this, but this is great. 

• What is this picture supposed to be?? 
Can we get an aerial 

 

 
I would love to see more hiking trails, 

and parks. This is Evergreen hills 

behind the college. 

 

 
Granville Island, Canada. Indoor public 

markets financially accessible to 

residents and visitors. Creates 

destination, fun, unique atmosphere. 

• Granville islans is fanstastic: an arts 
commumity and a tourist destination 
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which also has an huge marketplace 
with hundreds of independent 
permanent vendors which serves the 
local community as well. 

 

 
Granville Island, Canada. Indoor public 

markets financially accessible to 

residents and visitors. Creates 

destination, fun, unique atmosphere. 

 

 
Sacramento. Ground Floor retail above 

ground, hidden parking 

• This is really great, and should be 
used more often. 

• This is what is being considered for 
the Market Street garage; a great idea!   

• Very effective and attractive. 

• Could the garage at San Pedro Square 
have ground-floor retail like this? This 
photo puts me in mind of that area. 
4th Street Garage at San Fernando is 
attempting to do this. Flames is a good 

anchor. Hoping other stores can make 
a go of it there. 

• Love it! 

• Great idea! Seeing the stores on the 
ground level takes your attention 
away from the parking. Trees are very 
important. 

• It would be nice to see the 1 st floor of 
the San Pedro Street garage made into 
this, It could work out. This should be 
used as the future format for 
downtown SJ garages. 

• Nice ground level retail. Hidden or 
not, parking is a non-productive use of 
space. This might as well be a single-
story suburban downtown strip. If 
that was housing instead of parking 
there would be a lot more people 
using a lot fewer cars (foreground).  

• This is awesome! 
 

 
Sacramento. Interesting mural art in 

downtown. 

• South Bay Honda in Los Gatos also has 
a beautiful mural on the wall facing 
Los Gatos Boulevard. 

• nice  

• Palo Alto (downtown area and 
California Ave) has lots of similar 
interesting murals. 
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O'Donnell's Gardens park, San Jose. 

Outdoor neighborhood event reaching 

multi-cultural community. 

• This looks like a great place! I know 
nothing of it.  

 

 
Historic home as starting point for 

outdoor neighborhood event reaching 

multi-cultural community. O'Donnell's 

Gardens park, San Jose. 

 

 

O'Donnell's Gardens park, San Jose. 

Outdoor neighborhood event reaching 

multi-cultural community. 

 

 
Philadelphia, PA. Indoor public market 

as destination location and serving 

local community with healthy foods in 

wide range of prices. 

• Good idea for downtown. 
 

 
Pike Place, Seattle, WA. Indoor public 

market serving community and tourist 

destination. Wide range of prices 

making market accessible to general 

resident population. 

• A historic place I have been to many 
times over the years. A popular tourist 
attraction with crowds most every day 
rain or shine.  

• With our 300+ days of sunshine a year 
we should focus on a marketing 
campaign for our San Pedro Farmers 
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Market! It is my favorite destination 
for a weekday lunch with co-workers! 

• Why not follow in the idea of retail on 
the first floor of parking garages and 
make their be a indoor public 
market/farmer's market. I know one 
is planned to be built on San Pedro 
Square, but it would be cheaper to 
convert the first floor of the San Pedro 
Garage versus demolition of the 
properties and the construction of a 
new building across from the San 
Pedro Garage. 

• Love this place; visit every time I go to 
Seattle. Would love to see more first-
floor business/second-floor 
residential offerings. Who wouldn't 
love to visit with neighbors at the 
downstairs coffee shop/bookstore on 
the weekends? Especially with SJ's 
phenomenal weather! 

 

 
New York, adaptive reuse of old raised 

rail line. Converted into footpath and 

connecting much of city to allow 

residents safe and beautiful access. 

 

 
Santana Row, rooftop garden. 

• Hmmm, from the street, I'm totally 
unaware of the rooftop gardens. Are 
they working? Do they do what 
they're suppose to do?  

• Rooftop gardens are a very effective 
use of space. I knew about the new 
garden on the roof of the Sony 
Metreon in San Francisco, but hadn't 
heard about this one. It looks to be 
above Pinkberry. Can people go up 
there, or is it just for looks? 

• Could this be incorported as part of a 
high rise development? 
 

 

 
Rooftop garden in Oshawa, CA, near 

Otonabee River serves local restaurant 

The Seasoned Spoon Cafe. 

• Wow, fantastic to have all that on a 
rooftop! Is it much more difficult to 
have something like this approved? 
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Additional weight? Water? Drainage 
system? Etc?  

• Nice neighborhood. Looks like it's in 
the south SJ industrial area. 

 

 
Rooftop garden on the Hotel 

Portoghesi in Rome, Italy. Note use of 

trees. 

• Very nice. How are you planning to 
legislate this?  

• I like the plants coming down off the 
roof. Wherever the green is, I like to 
see it from street level. 

• This really enhances the livability. 

• Beautiful... wish my building looked 
like that! Must give pause to those 
considering tagging the building. 

• New York City uses this concept in 
many of it's high-rises apartments and 
office buildings. Great use of space! 

 

 

Rooftop garden on apartment building 

in San Francisco provides retreat for 

apartment dwellers. 

 

 
Public parking garage- downtown 

Vancouver, B.C 

• Is the garage the dome or is the garage 
below ground, under the dome? If the 
garage is below, what is in the dome?  

• Looks like the dome at the new SJ City 
Hall! 

• Lets ask city hall to green their dome 
like this - this is a great model of what 
it could look like, even if it is in 
miniature. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Oasis of green in Urban downtown 

Vancouver, B.C 
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• Oops wrong caption. This is Gastown 
in Vancouver with a great view of 
outdoor dining.  

• I love the old style bldgs. It gives the 
area a sense of the past. 

• These are two large (and old) trees 
next to the dining area. Can you 
imagine how desolate the same area 
would be if the trees were not there? 
Got to keep trees in mind when 
building mid- high-rises. 

• I get the feeling if you zoomed out you 
would be see this as an oasis of 
activity in a suburban desert. 

 

 
Great way to downplay a parking 

garage, Vancouver, B.C 

• Wrong caption again, this is Gastown 
in Vancouver, B.C. note the wide 
sidewalks.  

• Whatever it is, it's luscious to the eyes. 

• I love these smaller streets. Makes 
everything seem more intimate and 
attractive. Plus you don't take your life 
into your hands when you cross the 
road. 

 

 
Vancouver's new convention center - 

with a green roof, next to a 

walking/bike trail and park 

• Just what we need another convention 
center. It's a totally dead urban space 
when there is not an event - a tourist 
draw and useless to your everyday 
pedestrian. 

 

 
Vancouver's new convention center - 

with a green roof, next to a 

walking/bike trail and park 

• Just what we need another convention 
center. It's a totally dead urban space 
when there is not an event - a tourist 
draw and useless to your everyday 
pedestrian. 

 



279 
 

 

 
Another shot of the Convention Center 

in Vancouver B.C  

- notice the varied heights, easy on the 

eyes- 

• Could this enhance San Jose's Green 
Vision? 

 

 
Fountain in front of Urban Vancouver- 

what you can't see is a restaurant that 

is directly next to the fountains 

• Fountain vs drought. See any gap 
here?  

• Nothing about this picture seems 
relevant to San Jose.. We can't even 
see what is happening by the towers. 

 
 
 

 
Public Art in the Park, Vancouver 

• might as well flush your tax dollars 
down the toilet 

 

 
Pedestrian trail - note Vancouver has 

separate lanes for bikes and walkers- 

you get the experience of a garden 

setting in the midst of urban high rises. 

• who has enough people to keep the 
trees prunned up  

• Inviting. 

• If the city arborist office can take a 
long view & plant determinite 
varieties that self limit on height, that 
dont get fungus blight (like the over 
planted sycamores) and are proned to 
neat habit, this could work admirably. 
Love the greenery! 

• First we need high-rises to generate 
the tax income for the city to be able 
to afford another park. 
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Public art in between two housing 

projects. The integration of art tucked 

into small spaces made walking the 

urban city of downtown Vancouver 

very enjoyable and encouraged you to 

stay out of your car. 

• This is art?!  

• it looks like a wall 

• The man statue looks short, and bad 
location 

 
 

 
 

 

 
View of large sidewalks next to small 

green public spaces and places of 

business. This gave the walker or 

cycler things to look at and explore. 

The appeal of the local restaurant is 

enhanced by the softness of the trees 

and planters- Don't need large signs to 

make this place inviting! 

• Who is responsible for watering - city 
or the retail space where the green 
spaces are adjacent to?  

• is this the only restaurant in the area? 
looks like you have to walk forever to 
get to the next store. 

 

 
View of high density housing in 

Vancouver B.C -project that stepped 

back from the street level and included 

the appeal of the green. Note the 

garden on the 2nd floor- appealing 

from the pedestrian level. Bet you can't 

tell where the parking is? 

• These are the kinds of buildings that 
provide the resident population which 
allows a downtown area to thrive.  

• San Jose should take note, this looks 
so clean and pretty. 

 

 
Ok - this is where the parking garage is 

for the Vancouver high density project- 
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its set back far enough from the street 

to provide comfortable walking in 

front of the building 

• Nice placement, but is there enough 
parking for all of the adults driving in 
& out?  

• I like this a lot though entrance and 
exits could be on different sides of the 
building to minimize the impact on 
the streetscape. 

 

 
Public street in Vancouver closed to 

cars but open to bikes and walking - 

Inviting isn't it? 

• Nice & I also like the walking streets in 
SJ betw the Fairmont & the Rep. Big 
plus!  

• It is nice to have streets closed and or 
removed. I just started at San Jose 
State and you can see what used to be 
streets running though the campus 
(San Carlos, Ninth, and I believe 
seventh all did at one time) Now it is 
nice having the cars banned, it makes 
for a nice park like, open setting. 
Where San Carlos used to go through 
is several large shade trees, benches 
grass and cement.You would never 
have known it used to be a road if it 
were not for A.) the shape of it and B.) 
how it looks at each end of it, there are 
still little remnants from it's former 
days as a street. 

 

 
View of high density housing that steps 

up from the street. When walking the 

streets of Vancouver you don't get the 

feeling of a tower hovering over you - 

because the density is varied and 

softened by plantings- Note in front is a 

parking garage with a park on the top. 

(Vancouver. B.C.) 

• You may not think there's a tower 
looming, but I do. 

 

 
Hard to believe - but yes this is the top 

of the parking garage- beautiful park- 

btw this is maintained by the 

developer in this case not the city of 

Vancouver, and the grass is real! 

• Nice! Is there less of a water crisis in 
Vancouver, though? 

•  Do people actually use this space? 
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Another view of the park over the 

garage next to the high rise housing in 

Vancouver, B.C. 

• I sure hope we're not going to see a lot 
of these ugly monolithic structures. 
Limit bldg heights to 2 floors, please!  

• Actually, this "park" is kinda boring - 
just way too much grass. It screams 
"Water!" 

 

 
Entrance to the parking garage 

showing the park on the top level. Note 

the parking is downplayed and the 

park is the focal element here. 

(Vancouver, B.C.) 

 

 
This public space is actually opposite 

the parking garage and sits inbetween 

two high density projects. (Vancouver, 

B.C.) 

• I hope we can encourage more photos 
of the good, bad, and the ugly of San 
Jose, not of other cities. I see a lot of 
photos that could have been examples 
of what we already have in San Jose, 
not what some other city has!  

• It's called visioning - what most of us 
want doesn't exist in SJ. 

 

 
Upstairs entrance to the parking 

garage from the park level (Vancouver 

B.C.) 

• Pretty ugly & narrow. Not wheelchair 
or guide dog friendly. Also, there's no 
smell component to this pic. Is there 
some remedy to disuade the vagrants 
from peeing in places like this. I dont 
use the ped walkway under the 
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Alameda as it smells like a sewer. 
Good thing there's a crosswalk.  

• I agree - it looks like a great place to 
get mugged. Hope it doesn't smell like 
the stairs at the Palo Alto Caltrain 
station... 

• You can plant as many flowers you 
want around a scary hole in the 
ground, it's still a scary hole in the 
ground. 

 

 
Another view of Urban Downtown 

Vancouver that makes great use of 

plantings and trees next to high rise 

housing and businesses. 

• We in San Jose can only DREAM of our 
city looking like this. Our citizens do 
not value clean streets, and there are 
not enough City employees to clean up 
after the untidy citizens.  

• all of those buildings look the same 
 

 

Bicycle path - note the signage that 

depicts the separate trail for 

pedestrians and cyclists. (Vancouver, 

B.C.) 

• Beautiful!  

• You can’t get any better than this. 
 

 
Great water feature in front of high 

density housing in Vancouver- there 

was so much to look at you did notice 

the height of the building behind you. 

• Extensive water features such as this 
may not be the best idea in our near-
desert climate, but even drought-
tolerant plantings provide a 
distraction.  

• Why are there no people in any of 
these pictures? Is it because no one 
actually uses all of these wonderful 
spaces? There doesn't seem like any 
reason to be here unless you are doing 
tai-chi or meditating. 
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View of pedestrian and bicycle trails in 

Vancouver B.C. - note is was 90 degrees 

that day - but the shade of the trees 

kept the walk comfortable. 

• San Jose has really failed in keeping 
trees in its neighborhoods. It seems 
that residents cut down trees willy-
nilly and the city gladly hauls the 
pieces away. I have seen this happen 
in my own neighborhood.  

• Many WRONG trees have been planted 
- those sycamore-like trees with the 
hard brown spiky balls that are a 
danger to walkers/joggers ... 

• ugh i'm getting tired just looking at 
this picture. don't we already have 
this (guadelupe greenway / los gatos 
creek trail)? 

 

 
Pedestrian/Bicycle path under bridge 

entering into downtown Vancouver. 

• I can hardly imagine a trail better than 
the Los Gatos Creek Trail. Biking, 
walking, jogging, even walking down 
by the creek itself...the entire 
experience is a pleasure! 

• The Los Gatos Creek Trail is nice until 
you get to the part recently built of off 
Lincoln Ave. at Lonus Street. It is a 
dirty section of it and is often full of 
homeless sleeping, garbage dumped 
along it, suspicious looking people 
along it, overgrown weeds and this 
continues until you get to the former 
Del Monte warehouse at Sunol and 
Auzerais. After that the trail is ok, as is 
the Guadalupe River Trail that runs 
aong Downtown, It should be nice 
when the Los Gatos and the 
Gaudelupe Trails are connected, but 
for now I will stick to taking Auzerais 
to get to the Guadalupe Trail. 

• i've never thought of a pedestrian 
underpass as a good urban space.. it 
could be worse, but really.. 
 

 
Close up of green roof on Vancouver's 

new convention center 
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High rise building under construction - 

of particular interest is the sidewalks 

and trees already in place. Here there 

are building with the appeal in place! 

(Vancouver, B.C.) 

• I've been very disappointed with the 
new developments in my 
neighborhood (St. Elizabeth Park). 
Over the past three years, 500 units 
have been added to the neighborhood! 
As a result, we have gotten one half-
acre pocket park. The city government 
should be ashamed of the relentless 
focus on high-density growth at the 
expense of community. 

 

 
Another view of the high rise project 

under development that already had 

the sidewalk and trees in place. Note 

the lack of disturbance to the 

surrounding area. (Vancouver B.C.) 

• What an ugly dark hole What crazy 
person approved this eyesore?  

• seriously can we delete this one? this 
has no relevance to the general plan 

 

 
Historic Gastown in Vancouver, B.C. 

Great lighting feature 
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Faneuil Hall Marketplace in Boston, 

which includes three long granite 

buildings called North Market, Quincy 

Market, and South Market, and which 

now operates as an outdoor–indoor 

mall and food eatery could be a 

successful model for reuse of historical 

buildings in San pedro Square. 

• Here is another sad thing about San 
Jose ... the tendency to destroy its 
history! We need to preserve what we 
can, while we can. If we don't preserve 
our historical buildings, we soon 
won't have any left!  

• As a fourth-grade teacher, I know the 
value of the Peralta Adobe and Fallon 
House to our local educational 
community. Both are in use almost 
every weekday by History San Jose for 
school groups. I wonder (and worry) 
about how the planned San Pedro 
Market will integrate with these very 
important uses. 

• What a great use for that wonderful 
bldg on the north end of St James park. 

• There are some buildings worthy of 
saving in Downtown SJ and in San Jose 
in general, but some buildings are just 
not worth saving. Some of these 
apparently historic buildings are often 
abandoned and in bad shape, some to 
the point it would be cheaper to tear 
them down rather than try to fix it and 
make it work. An example of that 

would be the IBM Building 25 on 
Cottle Road, if it was so historic then 
why did IBM say it was not and no one 
will declare it historical. Obviously 
neither the owner nor IBM cared for 
they let the bulding rot and fall apart. I 
do not get San Jose and these 
preservationists, there is suppose to 
be a Lowe's store on the site and the 
preservationists fought Lowe's and 
the City for years, trying to either 
prevent Lowe's from opening or build 
a 2 level store around Building 25 
with underground parking. Who 
would want to take large trucks and 
large merchandise into an 
underground lot, it was a stupid idea. 
The preservationist would of rather 
had a building that no one was going 
to use rather than a store that would 
make jobs and tax revenue for the city. 
That is why the line needs to be drawn 
at what is considered historical or not. 
It is amazing Lowe's wants to open at 
the IBM Site. 
 

 
Arial view of the curtting edge Fair 

Swim Center. Built in 2004, this swim 

center provides swim lessons, 

recreation swimming, and American 

Red Cross training classes to over 

10,000 residents each year. Call 277-

2291 for more info! 

 



287 
 

 

 
N. 1st and St. John Streets, looking 

toward St. James Park and the Post 

Office, June 3, 2009. For all its faults, St. 

James Park still represents San Jose as 

the Garden City it has been known as 

for 150 years. 

• A beautiful area, I agree, but filled 
with homeless and devoid of 
shopping. 

 

 
Wisteria in bloom on arbor over the 

Northside Community Center, E. 

Empire and N. 6th St, May 2009. The 

senior center, youth programs, and 

senior housing meet our community 

goals in a pleasing aesthetic setting. 

Good use of former city nursery. 

• I've never visited this place. It looks 
beautiful...is there a public pool here? 

 

 
Obon Odori on North Fifth Street in 

front of San Jose Buddhist Betsuin, July 

2008. Besides SF and LA, we are the 

only California city with an intact 

Japantown. We need to continue to 

treasure this part of our city's (and 

nation's) heritage. 

• Very true. San Jose's Japantown is full 
of history and is a pleasant place to 
visit. 

• "Intact"? All the good restaurants have 
been leaving 6th & Emprie for years. 

• I agree this Japantown needs to stay, 
redevelopment needs to work closer 
with the business owners to make it 
work. 

 

 
Rally for Hillary Clinton, February 

2008 at the temporary tent behind the 

convention center. How many more 

years do we have to deal with this tent? 
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Better than nothing, but we can do 

better. 

• It's called South Hall. And it is home to 
some pretty big Home & Garden 
shows as well as Car shows that bring 
in A LOT of "out of towners" (and 
revenue for the city!) 

 

 
 
 

 
So cool! 

• how about some regular parks?  

• Where is this? I know there is a great 
skate park in Santa Cruz. As a small 
part of a green area, this would be 
super. 

 

 
Pacific Avenue, Santa Cruz - This is a 

good local example how to handle high 

density and still have an interesting 

pedestrian environment. You would 

never know there are five story plus 

buildings at a number of locations 

along the street (see the building 

above the trees). Key characteristics 

appear to be trees and other plantings, 

wide sidewalk, varied building 

setbacks (nice outdoor restaurant 

areas in some of the deeper setbacks), 

retail kiosks, seating areas, new and 

old buildings, no graffiti, narrow 

street, varied businesses, etc. 

• Downtown SC is not high density; it's 
hardly even low-mid density. 

 

 
Lincoln. UK - Nice example of medium 

density residential above shops from 

the old country. 
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• Is this even medium density?? Looks 
dead. 

 

 
Passeig De Gracia, Spain. Example of a 

mid-density, mixed use, active, fun 

area. 

 

 
Reliance Building, Chicago. Model 

downtown area; high density, mixed 

use, vibrant. Hotel above retail.  

 

 

Rodeo Drive, Beverly Hills. Brilliant 

example of an attractive urban space; 

classy, almost italian. Draws tons of 

shoppers every day which downtown 

SJ could use.  
 

 
3rd Street Promenade, Santa Monica. 

Example of an excellent streetscape. 

Low density, needs a few more stories.  
 

 
Severin - Berlin, Germany. Streetside 

dining activates an area, gets people 

walking and exploring retail areas.  

• LOVE outdoor seating... nothing draws 
you in like other happy well-fed 
people! 
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Philadelphia Good high density 

downtown area, mixed use, transit 

oriented, and full of people walking to 

do their daily business. 

 

 
SOHO Lively streets which SJ should 

strive for. 

• This would be great!  

• totally, just make another Santana 
Row somewhere else! 
 

 

Philidelphia Trendy, quaint tree-lined 

residential development. Good model 

for the first story on a ground-level 

residential tower, though I would like 

to see some neighborhood-serving 

retail on the bottom. 

• Second that re: retail.  

• Beautiful and very walkable, but I 
believe it is the large trees that make 
this area work, not the buildings. Even 
with ground-floor retail, this would 
not be inviting without the trees. 

 

 
Rodeo Drive, Beverly Hills. The 

original Santana Row. Low density 

retail outdoor shopping mall. Needs 

some residential height behind the 

retail facades, this looks too suburban. 

• This with high rise office and 
residential above would be great for 
downtown San Jose 
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Let's grow our own food locally! 

• Are there community gardens in San 
Jose? There are many, many unused 
patches of land on corners and around 
freeways, in the city. Guerilla 
gardening... 

 

 
More locally grown food! 

• Community-oriented and maintained 
gardens may help bring residents 
together. 

 

 
Houses in Alviso, elevated out of 

Floodplain 

 

 
Future NSJ Image - transit-oriented 

employment, mixed-use 

• We don't need to dilute downtown 
 

 
Adobe HQ 

• The area around this building, 
especially the park with restrooms on 
the north side, is very inviting. 

 

 
Housing example 
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• An example of good housing or bad? 
Ugly, certainly. 

 

 
Housing 

• Love the window boxes. Would like to 
see front patios for community 
socializing.  

• Imagine a family-friendly pub at the 
corner - then think about all the 
reasons it isn't there. 

 
Housing 

 

 
Housing 

• Visually appealing and adds beauty to 
San Jose, where much of the older 
housing stock does not (historical 
buildings downtown excluded). 

 

 
Guadalupe River Park 

• More of this.  

• This is beautiful. Where is it within the 
park? 

• This type of trail and park give a more 
rural look and feel to the big City. This 
dynamic of big City opportunity, but 
small town/neighborhood living is 
what draws me here. 
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Fun, whimsical artwork in the 

downtown core. We need to add 

emotion, fun and surprise to the city 

center. 

 

 
More urban gathering places to eat, 

drink and socialize. 

• This type of setting will help foster 
bringing residents together.  

• It's very inviting and home-y 
 

 

Bike trail between Blossom Hill Rd. 

and Tully Rd. This underpass was 

frightening. 

• Looks like gangs live there. 
 

 
Bike way between Blossom Hill Rd. 

and Tully Rd. dead end. Hope this is 

being completed soon. 

 

 
Very nice trail marker at Tully Road 

but the trail is incomplete. 

 



294 
 

 

 
Gorgeous water feature in Finley Park, 

downtown Columbia, S.C., of all places. 

May be expensive to design, build and 

maintain, but brings a wonderful sense 

of nature into the city. 

• More!  

• Beautiful! 

• Beautiful and attractive- would bring 
people in just to look at it and find 
another place to linger close by. We 
need to keep people lingering 
between places in and near our 
downtown- that in itself will strength 
our local economy. 

 

 
Trail picture 

 

 
Trail in Vancouver 

 

 
Once a train station Now the Orsay 

Museum 

 

 
Most cafes regardless of size have 

outdoor seating 
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Vogue on Sidewalk in Paris 

 

 
No more billboards, These are all over 

Paris (Madrid too) The Advertizing on 

the inside rotates.They look like 

quality street furniture 

 

 
More Al Fresco dining in Paris 

 

 
Vogue Magazine rented the side walk 

along one of Paris Parks. Vogue had 

magazine covers from 1939 to 

present.Great marketing-revenue for 

the city-people attaction. 

 

 
New Bus Stop Clear plexi glass-Paris 

France 

 

 
Almost all restaurants have outdoor 

dining in Crete 
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Once the Paris Train Station, now 

converted to the Orsay Museum. 

 

 
Most restaurants have outdoor dining 

in addition to inside seating. Also, most 

of their City parks have out door cafes 

with umbrellas serving refreshments: 

Expresso, Cappucino, Frappes, bottled 

water, wine, beer, colas and snacks. 

This is very popular. 

 

 
This is a example of how Paris is going 

green. There ia a portion of the roof 

with a green garden-employee patio 

tables. The rest of the roof is solar. 

 

 
There are over 400 rental bike racks 

like this on in Paris. You see the same 

type racks in Barcelona, Madrid, 

Seville Spain. Paris Streets now have 

bike lanes 6 feet wide with a center 

lane. Allowing a passing lane. 
 

 
Grand boulevards 
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Small little garden in back of business 

on The Alameda. Makes a difference 

instead of looking at the U-Haul 

parking lot - you are looking a small 

inviting piece of green.  
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San Jose Envision 2040 Plan  

Wikiplanning On-Line Civic Engagement Campaign 

 

Section 5: Invitation Strategy 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



299 
 

 

 

San Jose Envision 2040 Plan 

Target Organization Organization Contact

Organization website Contact Name Email Address 

Governmental Departments and Agencies

San Jose Public Library
KW/SB/LB

http://www .sjlibrary .org/index .ht

m Ned Himmel ned.himmel@sjlibrary .org

San Jose Parks, Rec & Neighborhood 
KW/SB/LB

http://www .sanjoseca.gov /prns/ Cy nthia Bojorquez

cy nthia.bojorquez@sanjo

seca.gov

Civ icCenter Telev ision
KW/SB/LB

http://www .sanjoseca.gov /civ icc

entertv / Ross Braver

Office of Cultural Affairs 
KW/SB/LB

http://www .sanjoseculture.org/?pi

d=5500 Kerry  Adams Hapner

kerry .adams-

hapner@sanjoseca.gov

Educational Institutions

San Jose State Univ ersity WP/KW www .sjsu.edu/publicaffairs Nancy  Stake nancy .stake@sjsu.edu

Evergreen Valley  College Sam Ho http://www .ev c.edu/ Alka Joshi alka.joshi@evc.edu 

San Jose City  College Sam Ho http://www .sjcc.edu/ Michael L. Burke, Pres. SJCCPres@sjcc.edu 

Cogswell College
KW

http://www .cogswell.edu/home.ht

ml Dr. Chester Haskell lmcdonald@cogswell.edu 

San José Unified School District Lisa Jensen http://www .sjusd.k12.ca.us/ Ann Jones Ann_Jones@sjusd.org

Foundations and Professional 

Organizations

Knight Foundation San Jose

KW

http://www .knightfoundation.org/p

rograms/communities/community

_detail/index .dot?id=132734 Dav e Mills

DMills@knightfoundation.o

rg

American Leadership Forum  Silicon KW http://www .alfsv .org/ Andrea Faiss afaiss@alfsv .org

Silicon Valley  Foundation DM/KW http://www .siliconvalley cf.org/ Nancy  Handel (Chair)

Silicon Valley  Leadership Group Shiloh Ballard http://sv lg.net/ Phil Yost py ost@sv lg.net 

Community  Leadership San Jose SB

Chamber of Commerce Young Professionals 

Group 
KW

Jack Wimberly

jw@transparencyagency .

com

San Jose Downtown Association Lisa Jensen www .sjdowntown.com Rick Jensen rjenson@sjdowntown.co

San Jose Chamber of Commerce Pat Dando www .sjchamber.com Pat Dando patd@sjchamber.com

genARTS Silicon Valley  SB

Work2future SB http://www .work2future.biz/ Jeff Ruster jeff.ruster@sanjoseca.gov

Generation Engage
DM

http://www .generationengage.org/ Jamie Contreras

Jaime.Contreras@generat

ionengage.org 

1stAct Silicon Valley  Charles Lauer www .1stact.org Brendan Rawson braw son@1stact.org 

AIA Santa Clara Valley  BR - Frank Jesse http://www .aiascv .org/ Gail Price (ExecDir) gprice@aiascv .org

Commonwealth Club Silicon Valley  
BR - Leslee Hamilton

http://www .commonwealthclub.or

g/sv /aboutsv .php Gloria Duffy  (Pres)

gduffy@commonwealthcl

ub.org

Greenbelt Alliance Michele Beasley

Home Builders Association Jenniffer Rodriguez

Santa Clara County  Assocition of Realtors Karl Lee

 Best Contact*

*Key  for Best Contact Initials: WP=Wikiplanning, BR=Brendan Rawson, DM=Dav e Mills, SA= Sal Alv arez , SB=Stev en Brew ster

Wikiplanning On-Line Civic Engagement Campaign

Section 5: Invitation Strategy
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Civic, Cultural, Religious and Ethnic 

Organizations

San Jose Rotary Leslee Hamilton http://www .sjrotary .org/ John Kennett 

League of Woman Voters KW/SB/LB www .sjsc.ca.lw v net.org Joan Doss joandoss@sbcglobal.net

San Jose Museum of Art
KW/SB/LB

http://www .sjmusart.org/ Nicole McBeth

manager-

nmcbeth@sjmusart.org

Viet Heritage Society  of San Jose KW/SB/LB http://www .v hsonline.org/ Monique Phan monique@vhsonline.org 

Greater San Jose Hispanic Chamber KW/SB/LB www .gsjhcc.org/2007 Carlos Figueroa info@gsjhcc.org

Association of Mex ican Professionals KW/SB/LB http://www .mex pro.org/ Eduardo Rey es eduardo_reyes@prodigy .

Japantown Business Association 
KW/SB/LB

http://www .japantownsanjose.org

/ Kathy  Sakamoto

kathy@japantownsanjose

.org

Interfaith Council
KW/SB/LB

http://www .wpusa.org/Interfaith-

Council/index .htm mary@wpusa.org

Cathedral of Faith KW/SB/LB http://www .cathedraloffaith.org/ Dawn Foreman dawnforeman@yahoo.co

The Diocese of San Jose KW/SB/LB http://www .dsj.org/ Will Sousae sousae@DOSJ.org

Neighborhood Associations and 

Willow  Glen Neighborhood Association Harv ey  Darnell http://www .wgna.net/ Larry  Ames james@aol.com

Burbank / Del Monte Neighborhood 
KW/SB/LB

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bu

rbanknac/ Norma Ruiz ruiz-norma@sbcglobal.net 

College Park Neighborhood Assn 
KW/SB/LB

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/cp

na-all/ N/A N/A

Gregory  Plaza Neighborhood Assn Harv ey  Darnell N/A Katie Price katieprice94@hotmail.com 

Hanchett Park Heritage Project  Leslee Hamilton http://www .hanchettpark.org/ N/A info@hanchettpark.org 

Newhall Neighborhood Assn 
KW/SB/LB

http://newhallna.googlepages.com

/ John Urban

urbanjohnnewhall@yahoo

.com 

North Willow  Glen Neighborhood Assn
Harv ey  Darnell

http://www .w riterguy .com/nwgna

/index .htm N/A hello@northw illowglen.org

Palm Hav en Restoration Committee KW/SB/LB http://www .palmhav en.info/ N/A mail@palmhav en.info

Winchester NAC
SA

http://www .strongneighborhoods.

org/ N/A

Laura.lam@sanjoseca.go

v

Sherman Oaks Neighborhood Assn KW/SB/LB http://www .sona-sj.com/ Randi Kinman randikinman@yahoo.com

Greater Gardner Coalition NAC
SA - Harv ey  Darnell

http://www .strongneighborhoods.

org/ N/A

Laura.lam@sanjoseca.go

v

Almaden Valley  Community  Assn Dav e Fadness http://www .avca-sj.org/ Art Boudreault artb@netw iz.net

Santa Teresa Community  Website KW/SB/LB http://www .southsanjose.com/ N/A comments@southsanjose

Naglee Park Campus Association/CCA Lisa Jensen http://www .nagleepark.org/ Tom Clifton (thru w ebsite form)

Shasta/Hanchett Park Neighborhood KW/SB/LB http://www .shpna.org/ Helen Chapman president@shpna.org

Rose Garden Neighborhood Assoc. KW/SB/LB http://rgnpa.org/home.html Bob Sippel (pres) info@rgnpa.org

Palacio Home Owners Association KW/SB/LB http://www .palaciohoa.com/ Ron Morosco (pres) NAM@neighborhoodam.c

West San Carlos Neighborhood Assn 
KW/SB/LB

http://www .sancarlosstreet.com/i

ndex .html Harry  Miller (pres) info@sancarlosstreet.com

VEP Community  Assoc. Dav e Fadness

Pinehurst Residents' Association Dav e Fadness

District 8 Community  Roundtable Jim Zito

East Valley  680 SNI NAC Elsie Aranda

Univ ersity  Neighborhood Coalition Lisa Jensen

North Side Neighborhood Assoc. Lisa Jensen

13th St. NAC Lisa Jensen

Japantown Neigh. Assoc. Lisa Jensen

South Univ ersity  Neigh. Assoc. Lisa Jensen

SKNA Lisa Jensen

Vendome Neigh. Assoc. Dav id Pandori
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Potential Incentive Partners

San Jose Jazz Festiv al
BR - Charles Lauer

http://www .sanjosejazz.org/home

.html

The Tech Museum of Innov ation BR - Charles Lauerhttp://www .thetech.org/

Children's Discov ery  Museum of SJ
BR - Charles Lauer

http://www .cdm.org/index .asp?f=

1

San Jose Museum of Art BR - Charles Lauerhttp://www .sjmusart.org/

Raging Waters, San Jose Charles Lauer http://www .rw splash.com/

San Jose Earthquakes

http://sjearthquakes.mlsnet.com/t1

10/ Flor de Maria Riv era

friv era@sjearthquakes.co

m

Major San Jose Employers

Cisco Sy stems

County  of Santa Clara Jackie Adams

IBM

City  of San Jose

San Jose State Univ ersity

eBay

Hitachi

San Jose Unified School District

Xilinx

Sanmina-SCI

Kaiser Permanente Jackie Adams

Adobe Sy stems

Good Samaritan Hospital

KLA-Tencor

Cadence Design Sy stems

Adobe Sy stems KW

Media

San Jose Mercury  News SB

METRO News SB

Sing Tao Daily Karl Lee/SB

China Daily Karl Lee/SB

Community  Newspapers SB

Spartan Daily SB

El Observ ador SB
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Organization Offer Contact Phone Email

 Children's Musical 

Theatre of San Jose
2

Two tickets to any CMT show, through Aug. 2010 Ann Hurst ann@cmtsj.org 

City Lights Theater 

Company 
8

8 City Pass gift certificates each good for admission to one 

performance of any show during the 09-10 season Lisa Mallette lisakit@sbcglobal.net

Abhinaya Dance 

Company
2

Two family packs of tickets including two general and two 

senior/student tickets Devika 408 871 5959 abhinaya_sj@yahoo.com

Children’s Discovery 

Museum
10

Ten family four packs of free admission tickets valid during the 

“Curious George” exhibit this summer

Marilee 

Jennings mjennings@cdm.org

History San Jose 1 one-year Family Membership Gift Certificate, valued at $50 Alida Bray 408-918-1041 ABray@historysanjose.org

Institute of 

Contemporary Art
2

Two complimentary “Partner” membership gift certificates Cathy Kimball 408.283.8155 cathy@ica.org

Opera San Jose
2

Two gift certificates, each redeemable for two tickets to any  

four productions next season Irene Dalis 408-437-4470 dalis@operasj.org

San Jose Chamber 

Orchestra
2

Two gift certificates, each good for 2 tickets each to any of our 

2009/10 Trianon concerts sjco@sbcglobal.net

San Jose Jazz Festival
1

Winner will introduce one of the acts at the San Jose Jazz 

festival Geoff Roach 415-699-1592 geoffr@sanjosejazz.org

San Jose Mariachi 

Festival
4

Four tickets of to An Evening with Joan Baez on September 25 

at 8:00 pm

Leigh 

Henderson (408) 928-5576 lhenderson@mhcviva.org

San Jose Museum of Art 25 25 pairs of admission passes (50 passes in all) Ellen Mastros emastros@sjmusart.org

San Jose Repertory 

Theatre
1

One Gift certificate redeemable for four tickets to any of next 

season's  shows Nick Nichols 408-367-7281 NickN@SJRep.com

San Jose Stage Company

4

Four pairs of 2009-10 Subscriptions to use as incentives for the 

project. The Stage will provide gift certificates to allow the 

recipient the ability to select their performance series Cathleen King 408.283.7142 cking@thestage.org

San Jose Taiko
2

Tickets to fall concert (Sept 11 & 12) Campbell Heritage 

Theater

Roy 

Hirabayashi roy@taiko.org

Symphony Silicon Valley
4

Four gift certificates, each good for two tickets to the 

performance of the winner’s choice Andrew  Bales

408 286-2600 

ext. 24 

abales@symphonysiliconval

ley.org

Teatro Visión

1
One pair of tickets to the next production, Ghosts of the River 

by Octavio Solis. Good for any performance, excluding 

October 3 and 4 Jess Moreles (408) 593-4417

jess@teatrovision.org; 

carlos@teatrovision.org

The Tech Museum of 

Innovation

30

30 Single day admissions including one IMAX movie valued at 

$8 or Family and Friends membership for 4 people valued at 

$80

Shyela 

Woodsorrel swoodsorrel@thetech.org

Ballet San Jose 5 Five show season subscriptions in Dress Circle, valued at $700 Lee Kopp lkopp@balletsanjose.org

San Jose Envision 2040 Plan 

Wikiplanning On-Line Civic Engagement Campaign
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Wikiplanning Project Coverage 2009 
 
 
California city turns to Internet to stimulate public opinion 
http://americancityandcounty.com/technology/wikiplanning-government-plan-20090730/ 
American City and Country Magazine 
July 30, 2009 
Daily Web Impressions: 3,389 
Daily Print Impressions: 2,668 
 
San Jose Goes to the People. Electronically. 
http://13thfloor.governing.com/2009/08/san-jose-goes-to-the-people-electronically.html 
Governing Magazine, Ellen Perlman  
August 11, 2009 
Daily Web Impressions: 2,708 
Daily Print Impressions: 2,805 
 
San Jose Launches WIkiplanning 
http://www.govtech.com/gt/articles/711535 
Government Technology, Wayne Hanson 
August 14, 2009 
Daily Web Impressions: 26,079 
Daily Print Impressions: 2,616 
 
Envision San Jose 2040 General Plan  Update: Focus on people, not just cars 
http://www.server-
jbmultimedia.net/EvergreenTimes/sitebase/index.aspx?view=single&adgroupid=173239&webstor
yid=17093560 
Evergreen Times, Sheila Sanchez 
August 24, 2009 
Daily Print Impressions: 4,000 
 
Internet tools aid economic planning 
http://americancityandcounty.com/technology/economic-planning-participation-200909/index.html 
American City and County, Ed Brock 
September 1, 2009 
Daily Web Impressions: 3,389 
Daily Print Impressions: 2,668 
 
San Jose, Calif.'s Wikiplanning Project on Course 
http://www.govtech.com/gt/articles/719878?id=719878&full=1&story_pg=1 
Government Technology, Chad Vander Veen  
September 8, 2009 
Daily Web Impressions: 26,079 
Daily Print Impressions: 2,616 
 
3 governing challenges, 3 Web solutions 
http://fcw.com/articles/2009/10/26/tech-crowdsourcing.aspx?sc_lang=en 
Doug Beizer, Federal Computer Week 
October 20, 2009 
Daily Web Impressions: 2,024 
Daily Print Impressions: 18,032 
 
Articles: 
 

http://americancityandcounty.com/technology/wikiplanning-government-plan-20090730/
http://13thfloor.governing.com/2009/08/san-jose-goes-to-the-people-electronically.html
http://www.govtech.com/gt/articles/711535
http://www.govtech.com/gt/articles/711535
http://www.server-jbmultimedia.net/EvergreenTimes/sitebase/index.aspx?view=single&adgroupid=173239&webstoryid=17093560
http://www.server-jbmultimedia.net/EvergreenTimes/sitebase/index.aspx?view=single&adgroupid=173239&webstoryid=17093560
http://www.server-jbmultimedia.net/EvergreenTimes/sitebase/index.aspx?view=single&adgroupid=173239&webstoryid=17093560
http://americancityandcounty.com/technology/economic-planning-participation-200909/index.html
http://fcw.com/articles/2009/10/26/tech-crowdsourcing.aspx?sc_lang=en


California city turns to Internet to stimulate public opinion 
http://americancityandcounty.com/technology/wikiplanning-government-plan-20090730/ 
American City and Country Magazine 
July 30, 2009 
Daily Web Impressions: 3,389 
 
On Aug. 1, San Jose, Calif., will begin using the Internet to stir up public opinion on the city's 
Envision San Jose 2040 General Plan Update. Using the city's Wikiplanning Web site, residents, 
neighboring non-residents, merchants and their customers can log on and share their ideas on 
San Jose's future. 
 
The project's purpose is to make the city's 30-year outlook plan as inclusive as possible. 
Participants will be able to discuss a variety of specific issues, as well as discuss and participate 
in lighter applications, such as message boards, surveys, photo sharing, mapping and more. 
 
The Web site, www.wikiplanning.org, becomes active on Monday and is accessed with the 
password "2040". 
 
San Jose Goes to the People. Electronically. 
http://13thfloor.governing.com/2009/08/san-jose-goes-to-the-people-electronically.html 
Governing Magazine, Ellen Perlman  
August 11, 2009 
Daily Web Impressions: 2,708 
Daily Print Impressions: 2,805 
 
You know what the city of San Jose, California, really needs? More street-level retail in the 
downtown area. And a convention center twice or three times its current size. And better bicycle 
access. Oh, and, how about improving traffic flow? And reinstating hospital services downtown?  
 
Seem like a random list? That's because it is. San Jose has asked residents to answer this 
question: "If you could change ONE thing about San Jose, what would it be?"  
 
And the city has gotten an earful. Which is great. The city set up a wiki planning site hoping for a 
huge response. It has set an ambitious goal of bringing 10,000 people to the Web site over the 
next two and a half months. That's about 1 percent of the population. 
 
The focus of the wiki is San Jose's 20-year general plan. It's time for an update and while the city 
is working on its "Envision San Jose 2040," it would like input from the community. Especially 
from younger residents.  
 
The wiki planning site asks residents to take a survey, answer questions, read and comment on a 
message board and post photos. If doing their civic duty is not enough for some people, maybe 
they'll do it in exchange for free stuff. By filling out the survey, they could win tickets to local 
theaters,  festivals and music venues.  
 
Just launched this month, the wiki site will be up a total of three months, until October 30. We'll 
check back then and see how it went.  
 
Btw, any other governments out there doing something similar? Or thinking about it? Please let 
us know. 
 
San Jose Launches WIkiplanning 
http://www.govtech.com/gt/articles/711535 
Government Technology, Wayne Hanson 
August 14, 2008 
Daily Web Impressions: 26,079 

http://americancityandcounty.com/technology/wikiplanning-government-plan-20090730/
http://13thfloor.governing.com/2009/08/san-jose-goes-to-the-people-electronically.html
http://www.govtech.com/gt/articles/711535
http://www.govtech.com/gt/articles/711535


Daily Print Impressions: 2,616 
 
San Jose, California's San Jose 2020 General Plan began in 1994, and recently got some 
technical upgrades. An online video outlines the planning process and details some of the 
characteristics of great cities around the world, including: 
 
- Healthy and safe neighborhoods  
- A well trained and abundant workforce  
- Strong police and fire protection  
- Parks and trails  
- High-quality education  
- Community facilities  
- A variety of transportation choices  
- Vibrant and exciting downtowns  
- Strong economies 
- Most of all, says the video, great cities are great places to live work and play. 
 
Sample survey question results from San Jose's Wikiplanning system: 
  
To help San Jose achieve some of those characteristics, the city has employed some Web 2.0 
features, such as wikiplanning, where residents can weigh in on matters of importance, take a 
survey, comment on the plan, and become a participant in the process. 
 
Wikiplanning begins with an introduction and welcome by City Manager Debra Figone, then 
Michael Brilliot Senior Planner for Envision San Jose 2040 gives a guided tour of the Wiki 
process and how the visitor can contribute. 
 
Envision San Jose 2040 General Plan  Update: Focus on people, not just cars 
http://www.server-
jbmultimedia.net/EvergreenTimes/sitebase/index.aspx?view=single&adgroupid=173239&webstor
yid=17093560 
Evergreen Times, Sheila Sanchez 
August 24, 2009 
Daily Web Impressions: 4,000 
Daily Print Impressions:  
 

http://www.server-jbmultimedia.net/EvergreenTimes/sitebase/index.aspx?view=single&adgroupid=173239&webstoryid=17093560
http://www.server-jbmultimedia.net/EvergreenTimes/sitebase/index.aspx?view=single&adgroupid=173239&webstoryid=17093560
http://www.server-jbmultimedia.net/EvergreenTimes/sitebase/index.aspx?view=single&adgroupid=173239&webstoryid=17093560


 
 
Internet tools aid economic planning 
http://americancityandcounty.com/technology/economic-planning-participation-200909/index.html 
American City and County, Ed Brock 
September 1, 2009 

http://americancityandcounty.com/technology/economic-planning-participation-200909/index.html


Daily Web Impressions: 3,389 
Daily Print Impressions: 2,668 
 
Locals turn to the Web to drive civic participation  
 
New Web-based tools are giving local governments more options for engaging residents, and 
cities are experimenting with them as they create economic development and strategic plans. 
While the latest use of e-governance may be an efficient means of getting information to large 
numbers of people, one expert says governments must ensure that the programs provide a two-
way dialogue between officials and residents. 
 
On Aug. 1, San Jose, Calif., began using its Wikiplanning Web site to gauge public opinion on the 
city's Envision San Jose 2040 General Plan Update. Residents can log on to the site and discuss 
a variety of specific issues, as well as participate in message boards, surveys, photo sharing, 
mapping and more. 
 
Since going live, more than 3,000 unique logins/sign-ups have been created, and the city aims to 
reach 10,000 within the next few months, according to San Jose Chief Strategist, Kim Walesh. 
“The response to the San Jose Wikiplanning project has been phenomenal. [The participants 
represent] a broad generational and ethnic swath of the people who live, work and care about 
San Jose,” Walesh says. “With this momentum, we are well on our way to achieving input from 
the goal of 1 percent of our 1 million resident population.” 
 
The Internet also plays a key role in a new program under way in Roanoke, Va.. In March, the city 
implemented a Creative Communities Leadership Program (CCLP) following the Washington-
based Creative Class Group's (CCG) model, says Stuart Mease, the city's special projects 
coordinator and CCLP site coordinator. As part of the program, 30 volunteers from the community 
were divided into groups for each of the “Four Ts” of economic development — technology, 
talent, tolerance and territory assets — that make up the CCLP model. 
 
The groups use a Web site, www.thecreativeconnectors.com, to communicate and invite others 
to participate in projects. More than 1,000 people have responded to the site, Mease says. 
“That's how [the groups] are updating their information between their own members and then 
trying to engage more people,” he says. “It's very much a viral, grassroots effort.” 
 
The 2008 presidential election started to normalize government use of electronic media in 
communication, says Pamela Imperato, director of the Center for Healthcare, Nonprofit and 
Public Administration at Bellevue University's College of Professional Studies in Bellevue, Neb. 
“E-governance is allowing for more direct access, or perceived access, to elected officials,” 
Imperato says. “What's important is that any kind of e-governance vector allow for deliberation 
among citizens, among stakeholders, to occur.” 
 
To achieve that, residents need to be able to have give-and-take interaction with officials. “Unless 
you have that back and forth, you're not having deliberation,” she says. “You're not having people 
being able to alter their impressions, change their minds, gain more knowledge [and] gain more 
information.” 
 
San Jose, Calif.'s Wikiplanning Project on Course 
http://www.govtech.com/gt/articles/719878?id=719878&full=1&story_pg=1 
Government Technology, Chad Vander Veen  
September 8, 2009 
Daily Web Impressions:  
Daily Print Impressions:  
 
Although the term "wiki" undoubtedly brings to mind a certain online encyclopedia, generally it 
has come to mean a Web site that is created or updated through the collaborative efforts of 



individuals. Of course, Wikipedia is the most well known example. Other wiki sites include: 
wikiHow, a collaborative how-to site; Wikimapia, a Google Earth-based site that allows users to 
edit a global map using notes, photos and video; and Wookieepedia, a wiki-based encyclopedia 
for all things Star Wars.  
 
In San Jose, Calif. -- the heart of Silicon Valley -- city officials are attempting to bring the wiki 
concept to city planning. The city went live Aug. 1 with its wikiplanning project, part of the city's 
Envision 2040 general plan exercise. The project has been designed to incorporate Web 2.0 
applications in order to create a new and better avenue for citizens to provide input on the city's 
future. 
 
East Meets South 
San Jose's idea for wikiplanning actually came from a Charlotte, N.C., neighborhood. According 
to Kim Walesh, San Jose's chief strategist, after learning of wikiplanning on the neighborhood 
level, she and her colleagues thought San Jose would be well suited for a large-scale experiment. 
 
"We're really pretty good at traditional forms of civic engagement. I think we've pioneered new 
techniques about how to do in-person meetings effectively, but we really want to go to the next 
stage," Walesh recently told Government Technology. "We heard about this particular application 
done in a neighborhood in Charlotte. We sort of picked it up and said, ‘Let's try to apply it to a city 
of a million people on our most important citywide project going on right now,' which is creating 
our general plan -- our long-range plan for how San Jose is going to grow between now and 
2040." 
 
With Mayor Chuck Reed's blessing, San Jose's planning staff contacted the Ryan Harris design 
and planning firm, which developed the Charlotte neighborhood wikiplanning project. To design 
and build a wikiplanning site for San Jose would cost the city $25,000. Fortunately the Knight 
Foundation, a Florida-based philanthropic organization, had helped fund the Charlotte project and 
was offering to help San Jose cover some of the cost, Walesh said. 
 
Survey Says 
At the heart of the wikiplanning project is a 19-question survey, the results of which will guide city 
officials as they make development decisions under the Envision San Jose 2040 plan. The survey 
is open to anyone with a Web browser at www.wikiplanning.org. Once there, all that's required is 
an e-mail address and a not-so-secret password, which a San Jose press release said was 
"2040." By completing the survey, users are eligible to win prizes offered by local cultural 
organizations. 
 
"That was a twist that we put on this project that I think was unique with San Jose," Walesh said. 
"Ryan Harris told us, from their experience, how important it is to offer incentives to drive 
participation in the first place. So instead of offering cash, we wanted to use it as an opportunity 
to promote our arts and culture organizations here. We asked them if they would donate tickets, 
subscriptions and passes -- and they all did. They get a little promotion, and hopefully some 
people who are winning these tickets might not be regular patrons. So they might go see a 
concert or come to a festival that they might not have normally." 
 
In addition to the survey, users can also post photos of elements from San Jose they like or 
dislike. And if a user sees something in another city that might be a good addition to San Jose, he 
or she can add photos of it or discuss it on a community message board. 
 
Users may also access project data, background information, maps, 
 
PowerPoint presentations, and videos on city planning and sustainability. 
 



The wikiplanning project, which launched August 1, will run until October 31. Over those three 
months, Walesh said the goal is to get participation by 10,000 people -- 1 percent of the city's 
population. 
 
"A month into it, we have 2,800 people who have logged in, and 1,760 people have actually 
completed the survey. We're thrilled with the turnout. One of our goals was to have at least 50 
percent of those people be under 40 [years old], and to also see if we could get participation that 
really reflects our ethnic demographics in San Jose," Walesh said. 
 
In addition to those participation goals, Steven Brewster, San Jose's economic development 
officer, said it's hoped the wikiplanning project will open civic involvement to those who would 
otherwise avoid or ignore it. Brewster hopes users will be a mix of newcomers rather than the 
kind of citizens who would participate anyway. 
 
"I think the other point that we need to really bring out is the specific reason why we did this," 
Brewster said. "That is, we do traditional meetings and engagements, and you end up getting a 
certain slide from the population. They show up at these meetings to comment on plans and 
proposals. With wikiplanning, we're able to capture everyone's voice -- anytime, day or night, 
whenever they want to log on and contribute their thoughts to our planning process." 
 
Walesh said attracting a younger audience also was a goal. 
 
"We're very lucky that we have a core group of 50 to 100 people who show up at every meeting 
and follow it, and they are very involved," she said. "They are mostly over 50 [years old] and they 
are very important. But I think they also want to make sure that we're reaching out to young 
people who are going to be middle age in 2040." 
 
3 governing challenges, 3 Web solutions 
http://fcw.com/articles/2009/10/26/tech-crowdsourcing.aspx?sc_lang=en 
Doug Beizer, Federal Computer Week 
October 20, 2009 
Daily Web Impressions: 2,024 
Daily Print Impressions: 18,032 
 
In a crisis, sometimes it pays to follow the crowd. 
 
When the California state budget crisis struck earlier this year, Santa Cruz was hit with an almost 
immediate 15 percent cut to its general fund revenues. The budget for the city’s economic and 
redevelopment department shrunk by 27 percent the day after the state budget law was signed. 
 
“The magnitude of this problem was absolutely huge for the city,” said Peter Koht, Santa Cruz's 
economic development coordinator. “We were no longer sure if we could provide all of the 
services that citizens have come to rely on.” 
 
 
Rather than circling the wagons and figuring out how to deal with the budget crisis on their own, 
city leaders used a technique called crowdsourcing to get ideas from the community. City officials 
began using a Web application to explain the problem and let people share suggestions on how 
to deal with it and then vote on those suggestions.  
 
New Web 2.0 tools and social-media technology — such as blogs, wikis and Santa Cruz’s ideas 
application — make crowdsourcing possible. Agencies can use Web applications like an 
interactive suggestion box that is unbound by time or geographical constraints. Crowdsourcing 
tools are not a substitute for elections, referendum questions or face-to-face public meetings, but 
they are a tool public officials can use to gauge opinion and solicit input.  

http://fcw.com/articles/2009/10/26/tech-crowdsourcing.aspx?sc_lang=en


 
White House officials recently used the technology for the Open Government Initiative, and other 
federal, state and local governments are putting the tools to use. The tools do not need to be 
overly sophisticated. Some are rather simple, such as a blog, and can be set up in less than a 
day.  
 
Here are examples of agencies's work with crowdsourcing and the Web tools they used. 
 
Environmental Protection Agency: Blogging its way to better public dialogue 
 
Proving that the technology you use doesn’t have to be overly complex, Environmental Protection 
Agency officials used a simple blog to elicit comments from the public about ways to improve the 
agency’s water quality enforcement programs.  
 
“It probably isn’t what most would think about in terms of a traditional blog,” said Lisa Lund, 
director of the Office of Compliance at EPA’s enforcement program. “It is not somebody doing a 
brain dump. We laid out a couple of questions and asked for input and feedback on those 
questions.”  
 
EPA posted the questions as blog entries and let people respond to as many of the questions as 
they liked. Nearly every response was posted publicly, and officials blocked only obscene or 
potentially slanderous posts. Many of the ideas focused on EPA’s problems with creating a link 
between permit processes and enforcement and compliance information.  
 
“We were very pleasantly surprised with the level of sophistication and knowledge that we saw,” 
Lund said. 
 
The blog was active for three weeks in August and attracted about 250 ideas, some of which EPA 
officials will incorporate in a draft strategy document. Officials plan to post the draft plan on the 
agency’s Web site and will highlight the origins of the ideas.  
 
“It will give people a sense of what got utilized, what didn’t and why,” Lund said.  
 
Lund advises other agencies that use a blog to crowdsource to write discussion questions that 
are clear and specific.  
 
“It took some time and effort to craft them in a way that was easily understandable to the general 
public and yet would lead to the kind of information that we wanted to get,” she said. 
 
San Jose, Calif.: Wiki widens public involvement  
 
As agencies get more comfortable with crowdsourcing, more sophisticated tools are available to 
help interact with the public.  
 
City officials in San Jose, Calif., are using a set of customizable Web collaboration applications 
on a site named Wikiplanning to help draft a city update plan, named Envision 2040. 
 
 
Officials hope the technology draws more input than live meetings and provides more age 
diversity among those who respond, said Kim Walesh, the city’s chief strategist. Live meetings 
tend to attract residents who are older than 55.  
 
“The next demographic bulge in the city is the 18- to 34-year-old population,” she said. “They, 
after all, are going to be the ones running the city in 2040, so we wanted to get their input.”  
 



With Wikiplanning, residents and merchants can log on to the site and share their ideas about 
San Jose’s future. Participants can let community leaders know how they feel about specific 
issues through online surveys and wiki discussion boards. A photo-sharing page allows people to 
post photos of city features and share their opinions about those features.  
 
San Jose officials said they think the technology is a way to augment in-person meetings. 
Residents like the technology because it is more flexible than attending a town meeting at a 
specific location, date and time, Walesh said.  
 
Walesh said it helps to provide incentives to use the crowdsourcing technology. San Jose offers 
site visitors the chance to win tickets to cultural activities, such as concerts, museums and the 
theatre.  
 
Santa Cruz, Calif.: Idea app helps get and vet ideas from the crowd 
 
When Santa Cruz officials wanted to get public input on how to deal with their budget crunch, 
they turned to a Web application named UserVoice. They set up the site in eight days on no 
budget. 
 
The technology lets the public submit ideas and then vote on others’ suggestions. People can 
add comments to further refine ideas. The technology also shows users whether someone else 
has already posted a similar idea.  
 
Santa Cruz residents came up with several ideas that surprised government leaders, Koht said. 
For example, residents said they favored sharing the administrative duties for recreation and the 
fire department with the county government.  
 
Koht said he thinks the technology shouldn't replace live meetings, but it does address some of 
the shortcomings of public gatherings. 
 
“We did not want to give the debate over to the loudest people, we wanted to see what the 
consensus of the community is,” he said. “I think this site really managed to expand the debate.” 
 
Koht said the city will use the technology again.  
 
“I think we set up a new model for how to get public feedback, one that has a very low overhead 
and a very low demand on city time and IT resources,” he said. “I think it will be deployed for 
other big, contentious issues.”  
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For at least a decade, the central Coyote Valley and  
the South Almaden hills will stay as they are —  
urban reserves for future San Jose growth, not ready  
for development anytime soon. And the 300-plus  
acres set aside for industry in Evergreen, at the city's  
southeastern edge, will stay that way, shelving  
discussions of replacing it with housing.   
  
These momentous and wise conclusions were  
recommended by the city's general plan task force  
this spring and ratified by the City Council. The  
upshot is that all growth for the foreseeable future  
will take place within current urban boundaries on  
scattered vacant lots or on sites of vacant shopping  
centers and other obsolete structures.   
  
So this is a call to action. The next general plan will  
provide for 88,000 to160,000 new housing units by  
2040 — some in the relatively isolated North San  
Jose redevelopment area, but many in or near  
existing neighborhoods. Now is the time to help  
shape that plan.   
  
You can do this by attending the monthly meetings  
of the Envision 2040 task force at City Hall. Check  
out www.sanjose.gov/planning for the schedule.  
  
Or — and this may be more fun — go to the new  
wiki site at www.wikiplanning.org , and use a San  
Jose Zip code as the password. It's a great primer on  
where things stand now, and it offers opportunities  
to express opinions and even upload photos of  

 
 

what you'd like the community to look like.

The decisions to keep Coyote, Almaden and  
Evergreen as they are reflect a broad consensus that  
providing public safety and other services in these  
far-flung areas would be prohibitively expensive —  
especially when the city is cutting back services to  
existing neighborhoods. 

These decisions could be reversed, but the  
threshold is high. Changing course is unlikely  
before the next wholesale general plan review,  
which probably won't happen for another decade.

Having ruled out spreading into rural land, the task  
force envisions accommodating population growth  
mainly by developing village centers throughout the  
city. These would include higher-density (but not  
necessarily high-rise) housing along with shops  
and possibly employment space in a pedestrian- 
friendly area, providing more neighborhood  
gathering places like the ones enjoyed in Willow  
Glen and the fledgling Evergreen Village.

But within this framework, a lot of decisions remain  
to be made. How dense should the villages be? How  
much housing should be scattered on smaller sites  
within neighborhoods?

Residents often oppose development near their  
homes, but there's a downside to a lack of new  
investment in a neighborhood. It can lead to blight  
and decline. 

Four development alternatives have been approved  
for further study by the task force. Final adoption of  
a plan is more than a year away, but this is the time  
for individuals, neighborhood associations and  
other interest groups to speak up if they want to  
influence key decisions. Digging into the wiki is a  
great place to start.
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