
Everybody wants a spot:  
 Why free parking is a bad idea

Donald Shoup, UCLA Department of 
Urban Planning Professor and author of 
The High Cost of Free Parking, will speak 
February 24 about the critical reasons cities 
need to change their parking policies.

In The High Cost of Free Parking, Donald 
Shoup argues that parking policies dis-
tort transportation choices, debase urban 
design, damage the economy, and degrade 
the environment.  He also proposes reforms 
designed to undo the damage caused by a 

century of bad planning for parking. Some 
cities have already begun to adopt these 
reforms. 

Parking reforms, Shoup argues, can reduce 
auto dependence, traffic congestion, air 
pollution, energy waste, and greenhouse 
gas emissions while increasing the supply of 
housing and improving public services. He 
will also explore how cities in Silicon Valley 
can reform their parking policies to achieve 
all these results quickly.
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For more information, contact  
Michele Beasley at (408) 983-0856  

or mbeasley@greenbelt.org.

“Getting the price of parking right will do a  
world of good…it will reduce cruising for parking,  

it will reduce air pollution, it will make the  
pedestrian life better…and maybe even  

slow global warming.”
— Donald Shoup


