May 6, 2010

To: Envision San Jose 2040 General Plan Update Task Force
Re: Liquefaction Zones in San Jose

Dear Envision 2040 Task Force,

I’m writing out of concern for areas within San Jose that have been designated to have a
liguefaction probability of 30-40% in the San Andreas Fault M 7.8 Scenario. The areas look like
two parallel paths that start in central San Jose and extend into the Alviso portion of the Bay. I'd
like this letter to be included in the next packet for Monday, May 17, 2010.

My main concern is directed at the area of the intersection of North First and Taylor Streets where
my family owns the apartment building at 708 North First Street. | believe these liquefaction areas
should be noted in the Envision 2040 General Plan Update. Specifically, | believe that undeveloped
areas in these zones should be designated open space, wildlife habitat, and/or public park.

| also believe that building standards for new development needs to be strengthened in these
areas to account for the additional risks. For example, the recent earthquake in Chile taught
architects some valuable lessons on reducing structural damage. One of those lessons was the
increased safety that was provided by base-isolated buildings. Base-isolated buildings are placed
on rubber or sliding supports designed to dissipate energy generated by an earthquake.

My other concern is the discussion that is now underway to look at the old San Jose City Hall site
as a potential location for a downtown hospital. | believe it is important that this information gets
to the stakeholders who may view this site for a future hospital.

Finally, my third concern is the impact a serious earthquake may have to this area in regards to the
availability of emergency vehicles and access routes to nearby neighborhoods and structures. For
example, high density housing in these areas without the structural reinforcements necessary,
may present an enormous challenge to our emergency systems.

Thank you for accepting my comments.
Sincerely,
Marc Boyd
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