Water from kitchen sinks or

dishwashers is not consid-

ered gray water. Gray water

- can be used for things such as
watering plants

The state’s revised stan-
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City awaits pohcy
review by county
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Sunnyvale officials are
waiting for the county to de-
velop a_ filtered gray water
- system policy before deciding
whether the city should move
- forward with its own guide-
lines.

dards began Aug. 4 and will
remain In effect for at least
180 days. -

Sunnyvale had been work-
Ing onits own guidelines when
the state passed the emer-
gency standards. According
to the city staff report, gray
water reuse systems can be
beneficial to the city to offset

‘the use of potable water' for

landscape irrigation, toilet
ﬂushmg and other uses.

“By reusing grey water, |
a person can reduce the
amount of potable water he
or she uses by 50 percent,”

~according to an article titled, |

“Graywater use is now sim-

| pler! Another way to save

1?!

water!” by League of Women
Voters of Southwest Santa
Clara County Valley.

- Gray water systems are

The council unammously
decided Sept. 29 to delay
making changes to control
the installation of residen-
tial gray water systems for
- at least 90 days so staff can
attend the Santa Clara Val-
ley Water District’s County

used currently in Sunnyvale
and are indicated by the lav-
ender piping in businesses at
the north end of the city for
Irrigation purposes.
Residential gray water re-
use systems would not involve
city infrastructure, but would

Graywater Working Group. | recU s :

. . quire citywide education
The group formed in Au- about uses and concerns, the

gust to put together county- report states. o

wide guidelines after the
state approved an emer-
gency adoption of standards
to make 1t easier for resi-

dents to use recycled water sue, sponsored by coun(31l-

during the drought. The new
standards allow residents to g;gg%?’e Whittum and Ron

install gray water systems.
Previously, the installation of _ forsgnngllaggbglses ggg eCag]-

residential systems was not which the revisa d standards '-

A discussion in 2008
at a city council meeting
prompted the gray water
filtering and reuse study is-

permitted. All pipes had. to are included.
connect to the sewer. Now, The intent of the City code
pipes can drain into gardens revisions was to conserve

and other areas.

The Graywater Working - Water with greater reuse of

_ - laundry, shower, lavat
Group could put additional and s?nnar sources of (fi)liy

model guidelines in place,
above and beyond what the fr?§§§§uf§§ ergauon and or

state has done. “I just want to stress how

“The state has taken ac- important anissue thisis from

“tion, and all we're suggesting B )
18 the council not take action | gfﬁféﬁ;ﬂ? eDaiaﬁa?uéllE}g |

now, unilaterally when the who uses a ve

T : rimiti
county 1s getting together method of recyz}l;ng glra;f 1;:—
and deciding to come up with ter. “We set a bucket on the
the guidance that we can give discharge on our washing

- to our residents,” said Mar-
_ ents, v.al machine and capture 3 to 4
V1K ROSe, dl]."eCtOI' Of pU.bllC gallong every tlme we WE].Sh

works -
’ ., _ clothes.” Hafeman then wa-
The state’s Health and tered his fruit trees with the |
Satety Code says gray water collected gray water.

includes, but is not limited o
1es, _ afeman said he’d like to
to, wastewater from bath- install a gray water system,

tubs, showers, bathroom b
. but would appreciate some
Washbasms clothes was hmg gmdance from the city

machines and laundry cuos. : -




