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Environmental Impacts Mitigation Measures Responsibility for 
Compliance Method of Compliance Timing of 

Compliance 
D. Biological Resources 

Construction activities may 
impact nesting raptors and other 
avian species.    

BIO1 If construction of the project occurs during the 
typical avian nesting season (February 1 – 
September 30), the project proponent shall retain a 
qualified biologist to conduct focused 
preconstruction surveys for nesting birds no more 
than 14 days prior to initiation of construction 
activities in areas that may provide suitable nesting 
habitat within 300 feet of construction activities. If 
active nests are found, a suitable construction 
buffer shall be established by the qualified biologist 
(typically 300 feet) and no work shall occur within 
that buffer until September 30. Alternatively, a 
qualified biologist can conduct weekly nest checks 
to gauge nestling/fledgling status, and construction 
may proceed once fledglings have dispersed from 
the nest provided written concurrence is obtained 
from DFG.  No active nest shall be impacted or 
removed. For activities that occur outside of the 
nesting season (generally October 1 through 
February 1), preconstruction surveys are not 
required.   

Project Proponent Retain biologist to conduct 
preconstruction surveys for 
nesting birds within 300 feet 
of construction.  If nests are 
found, biologist to establish 
buffer and/or monitor nests. 

Conduct surveys no 
more than 14 days 
prior to construction. 
Biologist to establish 
construction buffer 
and/or monitor nests. 

E. Cultural Resources 
Construction of the project would 
result in potentially significant 
impacts to buried archaeological 
resources. 

CR1 Prior to issuance of a building permit, the project 
proponent shall conduct subsurface investigation to 
determine the potential for buried archaeological 
resources.  The project proponent shall retain a 
qualified archaeologist to review detailed 
construction plans, determine the locations of 
geoprobing, and implement the geoprobing 
program.  If geoprobe samples identify resources or 
areas with very high likelihood to contain 
archaeological resources, appropriate measures will 
be identified and implemented prior to construction 

Project Proponent Retain qualified archaeologist 
to develop and implement 
geoprobing program.   

Prior to construction 
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of the project.  A report of the geoprobe program 
and findings, including measures for any 
significant resources discovered, shall be 
completed and submitted to the City of San Jose 
Director of Planning, Building and Code 
Enforcement (PBCE).  

 
The archaeologist shall submit reports, to the 
satisfaction of the City’s Environmental Principal 
Planner, describing the testing program and 
subsequent results.  These reports shall identify any 
program mitigation that the project proponent shall 
complete in order to mitigate archaeological 
impacts (including resource recovery and/or 
avoidance testing and analysis, removal and 
reburial of archaeological resources).  If during 
construction it appears that the project would affect 
a resource potentially eligible for inclusion on the 
California Register of Historical Resources 
(CRHR), a plan to evaluate the resource shall be 
submitted to the City’s Director of PBCE for 
approval.  If evaluation demonstrates CRHR 
eligibility, a plan for mitigation of impacts to the 
resource shall be submitted and approved by the 
Director of PBCE before construction-related 
earthmoving is allowed to recommence inside the 
zone designated as archaeologically sensitive. 

H. Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
Contaminated soils, if present, 
could pose a threat to worker 
health/safety and the 
environment. 

HAZ1 Prior to initiation of earthwork activities, the 
project proponent shall perform soil testing along the 
planned pipeline alignments at selected locations and 
analytically test for pesticides, lead, and arsenic. 
Sampling and construction activities shall be 
coordinated with the San Jose Environmental Services 
Department. If contamination is identified in the soil 
samples above applicable levels, the project proponent 
shall prepare a Site Management Plan (SMP) to 
establish protocols/guidelines for the contractor 
including: identification of appropriate health and 
safety measures while working in contaminated areas; 
soil reuse and/or landfill disposal options for excavated 
trench spoils; handling of contaminated trench spoils; 
ground water management options if trench dewatering 
is required; and agency notification requirements. The 
SMP shall be subject to the review and approval of the 

Project Proponent Retain qualified professional 
to perform soil testing and 
develop and implement SMP 
as necessary. 

Prior to grading or 
earthwork activities 
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City of San Jose Environmental Service Department. 
The service station at 6499 
Camden Avenue near the 
Almaden Expressway pipeline 
(s/w of Camden Avenue/ 
Almaden Expressway) has a 
documented PCE plume.  If 
ground water is anticipated to be 
encountered during excavation, 
contamination could pose a threat 
to worker health/safety and the 
environment. 

HAZ2 For the Almaden Expressway alignment, if 
proposed trenching is anticipated to encounter 
groundwater in the Almaden Expressway/ 
Camden Avenue area, the project proponent 
shall sample and analytically test the 
groundwater for contamination and develop 
appropriate health and safety protocols for 
worker safety and any disposal requirements.  
This could be included in the SMP identified 
above or as a stand alone SMP.  The document 
shall be subject to the review and approval of 
the City of San Jose Environmental Service 
Department.  Prior to construction, the Santa 
Clara County Department of Environmental 
Health shall be notified of all construction 
activities near the service station site per the 
2009 closure letter. 

Project Proponent Retain qualified professional 
to sample and test the 
groundwater and develop 
appropriate health and safety 
protocols as needed. 

Prior to grading or 
earthwork activities 
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