
March 5, 2012 
 
 

Ms. Leianne Humble  
DENISE DUFFY AND ASSOCIATES 
947 Cass Street, Suite 5 
Monterey, California 93940 
 
 
Re: Three Sanitary Sewer Lines, San Jose, California 
 
 
Dear Ms. Humble: 
 
Environmental screening of potential soil and ground water quality concerns along three proposed sanitary 
sewer pipeline alignments in San Jose, California was performed for Denise Duffy and Associates.  The 
subject alignments are located along portions of Coleman Road (Coleman Alignment), Almaden Expressway 
(Almaden Alignment) and Husted Avenue (Husted Alignment), as shown on the attached figures.   
 
Purpose 
The purpose of this environmental screening was to evaluate the proposed alignments for the possible 
presence of impacted soil and/or ground water that could affect construction of the pipelines through 
worker health and safety issues or soil off-haul and disposal, should excess soils be generated.  This letter 
was prepared in accordance with the Subconsultant Agreement dated February 27, 2012. 
 
Scope of Work 
The scope of work performed for this assessment included the following tasks. 

 
� Performed a visual survey of the developments adjoining the three pipeline alignments. 

 
� Reviewed historical aerial photographs and topographic maps available on-line. 

 
� Reviewed the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) Geotracker, California Department of 

Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) Envirostor and Santa Clara County Environmental Health 
Department (SCCEDH) Local Oversight Program (LOP) on-line databases for adjoining 
developments identified as having the potential to use, handle and/or store hazardous substances. 

 
Site Reconnaissance  
On February 28, 2012, a reconnaissance of the three pipeline alignments was performed by environmental 
engineer Belinda P. Blackie, P.E., R.E.A.  The reconnaissance of the alignments was conducted by 
automobile, and significant limitations were not encountered.   
 
Coleman Alignment – The Coleman Alignment is located adjoining residential development to the south and 
riparian land of Guadalupe Creek to the north.  No facilities appearing likely to use, handle and/or store 
hazardous substances were observed adjoining the Coleman Alignment. 
 
Almaden Alignment – The Almaden Alignment is located adjoining residential development to the northeast 
and southwest, with commercial development interspersed at several locations.  Facilities identified as 
having the potential for historical or current hazardous substance use, handling and/or storage are 
summarized in the following table and the corresponding locations are shown on the attached figure. 

B E L I N D A  P .  B L A C K I E ,  P . E . ,  R . E . A .  
1 3 5 5  P O E  L A N E  

S A N  J O S E ,  C A  9 5 1 3 0  
P H O N E / F A X :   ( 4 0 8 )  2 6 0 - 8 6 2 7  
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Map 
ID 

Facility Name 
 

Facility Address Observations 

A Unknown Unknown, likely 6502 Camden Avenue 
or 6400 block of Almaden Expressway 

Aged parking lot enclosed by locked chain-link fencing 

B Hifai 76 Station 6499 Camden Avenue Gas station with automotive repair services 

C Retail Strip Center 6471 - 6477 Almaden Expressway Assorted commercial/retail businesses, including a dry 
cleaner 

D Retail Strip Center 6910 - 6966 Almaden Expressway Assorted commercial/retail businesses, including a dry 
cleaner 

E AT&T and Verizon 6920 Almaden Expressway Cell tower enclosures with hazardous materials 
placarding indicating hazardous materials storage.   

F Pacific Bell 6801 Almaden Road Facility with corporation yard labeled with hazardous 
materials placarding and suspected underground 
storage tank (UST) in front parking lot. 

 
 
Husted Alignment – The Husted Alignment is located adjoining residential development to the north and 
south.  No facilities appearing likely to use, handle and/or store hazardous substances were observed 
adjoining the Husted Alignment. 
 
Historical Photo and Map Review   
A review of historical aerial photographs and topographic maps available on-line was performed to identify 
past land uses of the three alignments and adjoining properties, that may pose an environmental concern.  
The following historical sources were reviewed. 
 

● Aerial photographs from the years 1948, 1956, 1968, 1980, 1987, 1993, 1998, 
2002, 2005 and 2008 viewed on the NETR Online Historical Aerials database, and 
from the year 2011 from Google Earth. 

 
● USGS 7.5-minute topographic maps from the years 1942, 1953, 1961, 1968, 1973 and 1980 

viewed on the USGS Historic Topographic Maps website. 
 
Coleman Alignment – Coleman Road was present along the Coleman Alignment as early as 1948, possibly 
as a dirt road.  The Guadalupe Creek riparian zone has adjoined the Coleman Alignment to the north from 
as early as documented in the available historic sources.  Properties adjoining the alignment to the south 
historically were cultivated with orchards along the eastern portion and consisted of undeveloped land and 
field crops along the western portion.  Residential tracts were constructed adjoining south of the alignment 
by the late-1970s. 
 
Almaden Alignment – Almaden Expressway was present along the Almaden Alignment as early as 1948.  
Properties adjoining the alignment to the southwest and northeast, as well as north of the Camden Avenue 
portion, historically were cultivated with orchards, some field crops, and undeveloped land.  Scattered 
residential and agriculture-related structures also were observed on properties adjoining the alignment.  By 
the mid-1960s, agricultural land largely was replaced with residential and commercial development, 
including the service station at 6499 Camden Avenue.  Camden Avenue appeared under construction at this 
time.  The majority of the vicinity was residentially and commercially developed by 1980.  The parking lot 
present southeast of the intersection of Camden Avenue and Almaden Expressway appeared undeveloped 
until the mid-1980s, when a few very small structures were visible.  The structures no longer were present 
on photographs from the early-1990s to the present.  
 
Husted Alignment – Husted Avenue first was visible along the Husted Alignment in the mid-1950s; portions 
of the street appeared to exist as dirt roads between orchards prior to that time.  Historically, property 
adjoining the alignment consisted primarily of orchards.  Residential tracts were constructed adjoining the 
alignment as early as the 1940s, with the entire vicinity residentially developed by the by the 1960s. 
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Document Review 
Addresses for facilities of potential concern identified adjoining the Almaden Alignment were researched on-
line on the Geotracker database maintained by SWRCB, the Envirostor Database maintained by the DTSC, 
and the LOP database maintained by the SCCEHD. The immediate vicinity of the three alignments also was 
reviewed on the Geotracker mapping system to evaluate any open release cases which were unable to be 
identified through at the time of the reconnaissance.  Many of the addresses had no files in the databases.  
A summary of the information obtained for those addresses with files is provided in the following table; 
copies of pertinent documents are attached to this letter.   
 
 

Facility Name Facility Address Database  Pertinent Information 

Tosco Facility #5550/ 
Unocal #5550 

6499 Camden Avenue Geotracker 
& LOP 

The active service station has been an 
open fuel release site on two occasions, 
receiving closure from the California 
Regional Water Quality Control Board 
(RWQCB) and LOP both in 2004 and 2009.  
The service station also is an open-inactive 
solvent release site with the RWQCB.  The 
current and former USTs were not located 
adjacent to the proposed Almaden 
Alignment.  Total petroleum hydrocarbons 
as gasoline (TPHg), total petroleum 
hydrocarbons as diesel (TPHd), oil and 
grease, benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene 
and xylenes (BTEX), heavy metals, 
perchloroethylene (PCE) and 
dichlorobenzene (DCB) reportedly remain 
present in soil beneath the facility.  TPHg 
and PCE reportedly remain present in 
ground water at the facility, with the PCE 
plume (concentrations possibly at 80 parts 
per billion [ppb] or higher) extending to 
the northeastern facility boundary and 
likely beneath Almaden Expressway and 
the Almaden Alignment.  Ground water is 
reported at depths of 13 to 20 feet.  The 
2009 closure letter for the Unocal station 
stated that the LOP and the appropriate 
planning and building departments were to 
be contacted if subsurface construction 
activities were planned in the vicinity of 
the former USTs at the facility. 

Pacific Bell 6801 Almaden Road Geotracker 

& LOP 

The facility is a closed fuel release site, 
having received closure from the Santa 
Clara Valley Water District (SCVWD) in 
1993.  At the time of closure, only low 
concentrations of toluene were detected in 
soil; ground water quality was not 
evaluated as it was not encountered.  
Additional soil sampling conducted during 
UST piping upgrade in 2005 detected low 
concentrations of TPHd.  One 10,000-
gallon diesel UST was present at the front 
of the facility at that time. 
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Conclusions   
From as early as the late-1940s through the 1960s/1970s, the majority of the properties adjoining the three 
alignments was cultivated primarily with orchards, with some field crops also present.  Standard agricultural 
practices may have included the application of agricultural chemicals, including DDT and lead arsenate, to 
the trees and fields.  These compounds may remain present in near-surface native soils along the proposed 
alignments.  If excavation extending into native soils beneath the existing roadways is planned, 
consideration should be given to evaluation of native soil quality along the proposed alignments for 
pesticides and related metals, to evaluate whether special disposal and/or worker safety precautions may be 
warranted. 
 
The service station located at 6499 Camden Avenue, adjoining the Almaden Alignment southwest of the 
intersection of Camden Avenue and Almaden Expressway, has been documented as having a plume of PCE 
in ground water, appearing likely to extend towards the northeast and beneath that portion of the Almaden 
Alignment.  If ground water is anticipated to be encountered during the pipeline project, consideration 
should be given to evaluation of ground water quality adjoining the service station for chlorinated solvents, 
to evaluate whether special disposal and/or worker safety precautions may be warranted.  In addition, the 
2009 closure letter for the service station stated that the LOP and appropriate building and planning 
departments were to be contacted if subsurface construction activities were planned in the vicinity of the 
former USTs at the facility.  The pipeline alignment is not proposed in the immediate vicinity of the former 
USTs, but consideration should be given to providing notice to the noted agencies as the proposed work 
could encounter the impacted ground water associated with the facility. 
 
Limitations 
The conclusions and recommendations made in this letter were based on review of readily observable site 
conditions as of the date of the study, as well as reasonably-ascertainable public records, including 
information documented and provided by others.  The validity, accuracy and completeness of the data 
provided by others have not been independently investigated; the Environmental Professional who prepared 
this report is not responsible for the data provided by others.  Publicly available information cannot be relied 
upon to definitely confirm or deny the existence of significant environmental conditions along the 
alignments.   Parties relying on this report should understand that uncertainty regarding the environmental 
condition of the site further may be reduced by conducting soil and/or ground water quality investigation.  
The conclusions and recommendations presented in this letter are professional opinions based on site data 
gathered at the time of this study, and are intended only for evaluation of the specified site.  No warranty, 
expressed or implied, has been made, except that the services have been performed in accordance with 
environmental principles generally accepted at this time and location.  The extent of information obtained 
was a function of client demands, time limitations, and budgetary constraints.  
 
This letter was prepared for the sole use of Denise Duffy and Associates.  Any use or reuse of this letter and 
the findings of this study by others may not be appropriate, and are at the sole risk of the user.  This report 
is intended to be used in its entirety, with no excerpts taken to be representative of the findings.  This 
report is not intended as a specification for further work. 
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Thank you for allowing me to assist you with this project. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to call me. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Belinda P. Blackie, P.E., R.E.A. 
P.E. Number C56448 
R.E.A. Number REA-06746 
 

 
 

Attachments: Alignment Figures 
 Selected Regulatory Agency Documents  
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