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Davidson, John

From: Lowell Grattan [lowell_grattan@prodigy.net]
Sent: Friday, July 29, 2011 2:50 PM

To: Davidson, John

Subject: San Jose New General Plan

John,

| have tried to follow the new General Plan development and do have a few comments.

| have been a good friend and an investment associate with a previous San Jose Planning Director for over 30
years who has given me some understanding of Planning.

Planners,

The San Jose General Plan is a 10 year Plan that has been understudy for almost three years. Many of the ideas

previously reviewed and agreed upon are becoming out of date or becoming questionable as to their success.

Should consideration be given to making this plan a 3 year General Plan to be reviewed again in three years?
The basis of this plan seems to be Reducing CO2 which is now, not as high a priority as it was three years ago.
General Plans in the past have had Economics as their basis including housing costs and mobility, etc. If the plan

cannot be financed it cannot be implemented.

More consideration could be given to the existing State, U. S. National problems of Jobs, taxes, debt.
Transportation Corridors.

San Jose is following Portland in developing Transportation Corridors. San Jose Planners should be aware that 10

years after the plan in Portland was established, there was not one building permit issued in their planned

Transportation Corridors. The Planning Director reported to the Council that they would need urban

development bonds to develop the project. Portland has now issued approximately 1.5 billion of bonds for this

purpose. City employees and teachers feel that they have received less pay as funds have gone to pay off these

bonds that should have gone to them. They are most unhappy.

Secondly, Our Governor is NOT going to permit this type of bond to be used in the future which my delay or

make it impossible to develop Transit Corridors.

Third, Estimates of future growth cannot be substantiated and are not reasonable.

Best,

Lowell Grattan.

(408) 379-2350 lowell_grattan@prodigy.net

Best,

8/9/2011



