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D3. Detailed Description (cont.) 
 
structures and more intact mid-century structures. These numerous mid-century modern buildings clearly represent the post-
World War II resettlement era and are the strongest element of architectural integrity in Japantown. 
 
Aside from architecture though, other design elements are prolific throughout the neighborhood and suggest the presence of 
a Japanese-American population. One example of this is a predominance of Japanese influenced landscaping in the yards 
and streetscapes of Japantown. This landscaping is characterized by the incorporation of artistically placed stones and 
pebbles; sand, gravel or dirt ground covering; sculpted shrubs and small bonsai-like trees; and sculptural elements such as 
stone lanterns or monuments. These later can be found in particularly good representation in front of the churches and 
cultural buildings. Certain species of plants, such as cherry trees and other flowering plants, and delicate but gnarled 
coniferous trees also lend a Japanese aesthetic to the neighborhood. 
 
Contributing to the Japantown streetscape are interpretive elements that have recently been erected to convey the history 
of Japantown in a more obvious manner. At the intersection of Fifth and Jackson Streets and in a few other locations 
interpretive plaques relate the history of the area or the building they represent. “Welcome to Japantown” banners along the 
streets define a thematic neighborhood and other street furniture, particularly that with a Japanese identity, like Ikoi-no-Ba 
(traditional resting places), create a cohesive environment that speaks of cultural identity. 
 
The following is a list of the 66 contributing properties (addresses and identifying name) which have been individually 
documented within this district: 
 
127 Jackson Street, Wing’s Restaurant annex 
131 Jackson Street, Wing’s Restaurant 
140 Jackson Street, Nichi Bei Bussan 
169-171 Jackson Street, Roy’s Grocery 
175 Jackson Street, San Jose Tofu 
175 E. Taylor Street, Onishi house 
181 E. Taylor Street, Onishi Florist shop 
193 Jackson Street, Gombei Restaurant 
194-198 Jackson Street, Uchida Travel 
195 E. Taylor Street, Celito Lindo Restaurant 
197 Jackson Street, Roy’s Service Station 
201 Jackson Street, Taketa Building 
205 Jackson Street, Taihei Hotel 
208-214 Jackson Street, Hiro’s Golf 
211 Jackson Street, Kamako Restaurant 
221 Jackson Street, Shanghai 
223-229 Jackson Street, Kawakami Building 
224 Jackson Street, Tsugaru Restaurant 
230 Jackson Street, Hukilau 
231 Jackson Street, Kogura Gift Store 
231 E. Taylor Street, house 
240 Jackson Street, Dobashi Market 
245 E. Taylor Street, Santo Market 
246-248 Jackson Street, Banana Crepe/Polish 
249 Empire Street, house 
250 Jackson Street, Kazoo Sushi 
371 Empire Street, house 
510 N. 5th Street, National Printing 

517 N. 6th Street, Yamada house 
520 N. 5th Street, house 
529 N. 5th Street, house 
529 N. 6th Street, Kawasaki house 
535 N. 5th  Street, Ishikawa house/ JAMsj 
545 N. 5th Street, Mineta house 
548 N. 5th Street, Morita house 
565 N. 5th Street, Kuwabara Hospital/Issei Memorial Bldg. 
565 N. 6th Street, Soko Hardware 
566 N. 5th Street, Wesley Methodist Church 
573 N. 5th Street, house 
580 N. 5th Street, Midwifery 
587 N. 6th Street, Okida Hall 
590 N. 5th Street, ArtObject Gallery 
599 N. 4th Street, George’s Service Center 
601 N. 4th, Taquiera Corona 
605-607 N. 5th Street, Hagihara Sewing School 
605 N. 6th  Street, Kogura Building annex 

609 N 4th Street, Kamimoto String Instruments 
615-621 N. 6th Street, Minato Restaurant 
625 N. 6th  Street, Ken Ying Low 
630 N. 5th Street, Buddhist Church Gym 
635 N. 6th, Filipino Community Center 
639 N. 5th Street, Buddhist Church Dharma  School 
639 N. 6th  Street, Oriental Christian Center 
649 N. 5th Street, house 
650 N. 5th Street, Maruyama house 
651 N. 6th Street, Prayer Garden Church 
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655 N. 5th Street, house 
655 N. 6th Street, Aikido of Japantown 
657 N. 6th Street, commercial structure 
659 N. 5th Street, H. Dobashi house 
662 N. 5th Street, house 

665 N. 5th Street, J. Dobashi house 
665 N. 6th Street, Nishioka Fish Market 
681 N. 5th Street, house 
640 N. 5th Street, Buddhist Church Betsuin 
640 N. 5th Street, Buddhist Church Parsonage 

 

 
Corner of 6th and Jackson Streets, looking south. (Carey & Co., 3/20/2006) 

 

 
Looking west down Jackson Street from 6th Street. (Carey & Co., 3/20/2006) 
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D4. Boundary Discription (cont.) 
 
of Taylor Street between Fifth and Sixth Street and half of the block between Fourth and Fifth Streets. The boundaries 
extend farther west along Jackson Street to include those properties that face onto Jackson Street, ending at the center of 
the block face between Third and Fourth Streets. 
 
A potential San Jose City Landmark district would also be comprised of these boundaries, but would extend further west 
down Jackson Street to include properties up to Second Street. On the north side of Jackson Street, the boundary would be 
two properties deep to encompass a few additional resources located on Third and Second Streets. 
 
 (See DPR 523J and DPR 523K) 
 
D5. Boundary Justification (cont.) 
 
to encompass these resources. A few other commercial properties are also located along Sixth Street and Taylor Street. 
Other cultural properties, such as churches, performance halls and medical buildings range mostly along Fifth Street, 
therefore, block faces on either side of Fifth Street are included within the boundaries. A few Japanese-American residences 
are scattered throughout the area, primarily along Fifth Street. The boundaries are set to encompass the greatest 
concentration of historically significant properties in Japantown. 
 
The area east of Sixth Street is not included within the district boundaries due to major redevelopment in that area leading 
to a lack of historic structures and a shift to commercial use and apartment housing that creates a detectable change in 
environment. Historically, this area was also dominated by a different use. Though some Japanese businesses existed on the 
east side of Sixth Street, the area was the location of canneries and heavy manufacturing plants. The properties facing 
Taylor Street, a more major thoroughfare than Jackson or Empire Streets, is more commercial oriented and the included 
area possesses some Japanese-American businesses and residences. The area to the west of Fourth Street, including the east 
block face of Fourth Street, are not included within the boundaries due to the purely residential use of that area, which does 
not correspond to the mixed commercial, residential and cultural uses in the core of Japantown. In addition, the ratio of 
significant resources to non-significant resources in that area is small and the significant resources are widely dispersed, not 
lending themselves to a cohesive, densely concentrated district. 
 
D6. Significance (cont.) 
 
over and worked to reestablish their community. At this time the streetscapes of Japantown changed as new houses and 
commercial buildings were constructed and many older structures were remodeled. Many families that had lived in 
Japantown before the war returned to their homes and existing businesses were reopened. The Japanese-American 
community thrived once more and continues to project its cultural identity on the neighborhood today. The date of 1967 
was selected as the end of the period of significance, because it marks the election of Norman Mineta as Mayor of San Jose. 
He was the first Asian American to hold a prominent political position and symbolizes Japanese-Americans becoming part 
of mainstream American society. This end date also makes it possible to include many post-war developments that affected 
Japantown, such as the passing of the McCarren Bill in 1952 and the repealing of the alien land laws in 1956, which 
reopened immigration from Japan and finally allowed Japanese Americans to own property, respectively. The overriding 
theme of significance for the Japantown district is Cultural Neighborhood Development, though many other themes (from 
the City of San Jose Planning Department’s “Historic Themes for the City of San Jose” chart1) apply to the district. These 
include: Architecture & Shelter; Agriculture; Commerce; Religion and Education; and Social, Arts and Recreation. 
Together these themes contribute to the overall depiction of the development of a community. The growth of San Jose ‘s 

 
1 Laffey, Glory Ann (Archives & Architecture), City of San Jose Survey Handbook, San Jose: Planning Department of the City of San 
Jose, 1992. 
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Japantown, from a transient agricultural community to an established cultural enclave encompasses such activities as 
building, cultivating land, establishing businesses, practicing religion, founding schools, participating in cultural customs and 
creating social organizations. In addition, each of these sub themes has the added facet of cultural identity; each one 
illustrating an aspect of Japanese American tradition. Therefore, Cultural Neighborhood Development as a theme is a 
catch-all that implies all the aspects named above with particular Japanese American cultural emphasis. 
 
San Jose’s Japantown is one of only three intact Japantown communities remaining in California, the others being in Los 
Angeles and San Francisco. Of these three, it is probably one of the best preserved, having gone untouched by the massive 
redevelopment that modernized most of Los Angeles and San Francisco’s Japantowns. Neither of these other two 
Japantowns is officially recognized as a historic neighborhood or district. Though San Jose Japantown consists primarily of 
mid-century buildings and remodels, it retains a good deal of integrity to that period and retains vestiges of earlier eras as 
well. Its integrity of location is excellent, as the area has been a Japantown since the late 1800s. The integrity of design, 
materials and workmanship of many of the buildings has been compromised, however in many cases the alterations lend to 
the history of the place. The early 20th-century buildings that have been remodeled display a mixture of early and modern 
forms that speak of the constant change going on in the community and particularly the interruption and rebirth of 
Japantown caused by World War II. Changes in more modern buildings indicates the continued use of the neighborhood by 
a population that has retained and reused structures in the heart of their ethnic community rather than move elsewhere to 
construct new facilities. The integrity of feeling, association and setting is excellent. The area has retained the variety of 
uses that contribute to the sense that it is a self-sufficient community and the visual qualities of low-rise commercial 
buildings interspersed with houses continue to convey the traits of an earlier time and less crowded urban environment. 
Japanese-American businesses, architecture and landscape features identify the area as a distinct cultural community. 
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San Jose Japantown district defined in blue. 
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